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BIOGRAPHIA NAVALIS, &c. 



1674. 



TQEST, William,— was appoinled commander of the 
11 Europahulk in 1674; and, on the 29th of April 
Jo^S, was removed into the America, a veflel of the fame 
defcription. 

BURKE, William, — ^was made lieutenant of the St. 
Paul firefliip as early as the year 1665, and was in a very 
fliort time afterwards removed into the Briftol. In 1668, 
a rupture with France being daily apprehended, the 
equipment of a fleet became neceflary, and Mr. Burke 
was commiflioned as lieutenant of the Defiance ; from 
which fliip he was foon afterwards removed to the fame 
fiation on board the Cambridge, and before the conclufion 
of the year was promoted to the command of the Portf- 
mouth^floop. In 1671 he again ferved as a lieutenant on 
board the Tyger ; and, in 1674, was made captain of the 
Ifle of Wight yacht: after which time we meet with 
nothing relative to him. 

DELAVAL, Sir Ralph, was the third fon of fir Ralph 
Delaval, of Seaton Delaval in the county of Northumber- 
land, created' a baronet by Charles the Second, on the 
agth of June 1660. He appears^ if that circumftagce 
Confers any additional honour, to have been defcended 
from a family of the greateft antiquity, Thomas Chal- 
lock, bifhop of the Orcades, fteward to Mnrgai r prin- 
cefs of Denmark, confort to James the Third k ng of 
A 2 Scotknd, 
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Scotland, drew its pedigree, which bears the following 
title. *^ An exaft and true genealogy of the moft noble 
and dncient lords of Gouldbianfal in the kingdom of 
Norway from the heathens time, progenitors of the moft 
noble aftd ancient name of Delaval." The pedigree 
commences with Harold, furnamedHairfaugcr, faid to have 
.been crowned king of Norway in the yeir 858, and who 
married Ofla^ or Ofra, third daughter pf GouldhraiKl, or 
Colbrand, king of Dall, and Signielda, daughter of Sige- 
fird, or Sigrichm, otherwife Sichtrig with the Silken 
Beard, king of Sogan in Norway . The pedigree is carried 
on lineally from Gouldbrand ; whofe grandfon appears to be 
the celebrated champion who attended St.Olaus to England, 
and was killed by tfie well-known Guy, or rather Hugh, 
earl of Warwick 5 through fourteen defcents to fir Guido 
Delaval, knight, in the reign of king John *. The great 
grandfather of Guido, Henry, was the firft who is faid 
to have refided at Seaton, which appears to have been, 
ever lince that time, the family feat; and the father of 
Henry, fir Henrick, was one of the knight's appointed to 
carry the chief banners at the time William, duke of 
Normandy, his kinfman, invaded England — Stirps inclyta 
ma jorum ! 

Kalph Delaval, of whom we are about to fpeak, en- 
tered, very early in life, into the navy, and was, in the 
year 1666, appointed lieutenant of the tienrietta, the 
Cambridge, and the Tyger. In 1670 he ferved in the 
fame ilation on board the Adventure: from this fhip he 
was, in 1672, removed to the Advice, and in the following 
year to the Eugle. 

On the ninth of April 1674, he was promoted to the 
command of the Conllant Warwick t; but does not ap- 
pear to have ever been again employed till the equipment 
of the fleet, by ord( r of king James, for the purpofe of coun- 
t:ra6ling th(>fe warlike preparations that were making in 
Holland, under the influence of the prince of Orange. On the 

• And from tiu-nce' continued through ten defcents more, to the 
time of iir Ralph, by Du^TtJale and Bigland." 

t .sir Rxlph i"! laid, in an official paper prcfcn ted to the houre of 
cojiin. .ns in the month of February 1699, to have taken poft from 
lUp oiii qF January 1672. 
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tft of OSober 1688; he was appointed to eommatid the 
York. Though he does not appear to have been a very 
leading or aftive perfon during the ttimult and confufion 
into which the nation wa$ thrown foon afterwards, and 
which terminated in the revoltition, yet king William 
muft have been thoroughly well perfuaded of Delaval's 
firm attachment to his intereft, as he had fcarcely taken 
poffeffion of the throne when he appointed him rear 
admiral of the blue. On the 31ft of May 1690^ he was 
deputed, by the reft of the officers of the flefet, to prefent 
an addrefs * to king William* On this occafion he re- 
ceived the honourof knighthood^ and was alfo promoted 
to be vice-admiral of the blue : in which ftation, having 
hoifted his flag on board the Coronation, he ferved at the 
unfortunate adion off Beachy Head, which took place 
foon afterwards t. The Dutch writers, and rear-admiral 
Evertzen himfelf, who was prefent at the ad^ion, have 

* ** May it pleafe ybur Majefties, 

" We the flag officers, captains, and other officers of your majefties 
navy, being now ready to enter upon a£lion fbr the fcrvice ojf your 
inajefiies and the defence of our country, do mpft humbly beg leave 
to declare to God, your majefiles, and to the whole world, that we do 
acknowledge your xhajcfiieS to be the undoubted rightful king and 
^een of England and the dominions thereunto belonging} and we 
do hereby folcmnly renounce all allegiance and obedience to the late 
king James ; and do faithfnlly promife that we will with our lives 
defend and aflift your majefiies againft the faid late king James, his 
adherents, and all your eneiuies wnatfopver; and wc do therefore moft 
humbly befeech your majefties gracioufly to accept of thefe unfeigned 
cxprcflions of Our duty, with our fervent prayers for your majeOies 
fafety and fuccefs over all your enemies, which can alone create the 
happinefsof all your fobjeSs, and in particular of us, your majefiies 
dutiful and loyal fuhjefts and fervants." 

Dated, on board their majefties ftiip Sandwich, in the Downs, May 
80, 1690. 

t " Sir Ralph Dclaval, vice-admiral of the blue, being about nine 
in the line with the admiral, finding he brought too at the diflance of 
twice gun-fhot, he, with his divlfion edged nearer to the enemy till he 
came within mufket (hot, and then began to fire ; and fo continued, the 
enemy flill edging from him, and he preffing forward, till he Came, at 
laft, almoft into their linel thofe he engaged with, fetting up their 
top-gallant fails, fprit fuils, and main fails for their getting away; and 
when. there was bur little wind they towed from thriFi with their boats 

a-hcad.'* Extra6^ of the letter from the lords-comraiffionersof the 

admiralty, to the queen, publifhed by authority 1691, 

A3 been 
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been very copious and violent in their cenfure of the ge-* 
neral condo^ of the £ngli(h. Evettzen has carried his 
rancour fo far as to deny their taking any ihare whatever 
in the adion, two or three of the van ihips only, of the 
red divifion^ excepted, uho fought cotHrary to Torringtani 
order. 

It is a forttmate ctrcmftance to the ckara&rs of many 
great men, in diiFerent ftations and conditions of life, that 
calumnjT moft commonly defeats its own attempts, by en- 
deavouring to prove too mudh ; fo has it in the prefenf 
inftance, tor it is well known that the whole of the blue 
fquadron got at leaft as near the French rear^ commanded by 
the count D'Eilrees,. as even the Dutch themielves did to 
their van. The Dutch have laid mighty ftrefs on their being 
left with twenty-two fhips.onty to fijmt the whole of the 
French van. We (hall beg leave fimply to oblerve fir 
Ralph Delaval,- with twelve ships, fought the French 
rear, which was very near as powerful as either their van 
or center,, for five hours: that he never complained of 
being unfupported and deferted; and that he aaually de- 
feated and put to flight that part of the enemy's fleet to 
which he was oppofed. The inveteracy of the Dutch 
may, in fome mearare, perhaps, be owing to thiat general 
opinion^ given ,by tl^ Englifli conunanders, that the 
misfortune of the Dutch was orincipally owing to their 
own folly and want of condtia. Sir Ralph himfeff,^ in 
his evidence given to the commiflioners of the admiralty, 
exprefsly &ys, that the Dutch did not bear dowa to 
the enemy with that attention to order they ought to have 
paid. 

Englifh writers have treated fir Ral{))i with much more 
liberality ; attributing to him that fhare in this very unequal 
contefl which he certainly bore, and which his gallantry 
eminently contributed to render as little proda&ive of 
national ill as poflible, confidering the very great difad- 
vantages under which the combined fleet laboured. The 
king himfelf entertained the mofl honourable opinion of 
his condud and merit, as may naturally be inferred from 
his being appointed prefident of the court-martial, held 
foon afterwards, for the trial of the earl of Torrington. 
It is not, perhaps, the leaft forcible proof of that noble 

brd'A 
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lord's innocence^ that this unthankful piece of duty was 
Vefted in the jperfon it was : Delaval is known to haw 
difapproved ot fome parts of the earl's condud, and to 
have publicly exprefled his cenfure ; yet this was confined 
to points fo trivial, when compared to the magnitude o£ 
the accufationy that candour, jiulice and honour confider- 
ably out-weighing private opinion, and, perhaps,perfonal 
prejudice, product the acquittal of the earf, from the 
mouth of a man who had been himielf a witnefs of his 
condud, and was generally fuppofed to be prejudiced in, 
his disfavour. 

Immediately after the engagement oiFBeachy Head, m 
fijuadron was formed of fucn fhips as were in the beft con- 
dition for fervice, and put under fir Ralph's command, for 
the purpoie of fcouring the Channel of all petty anna« 
ments, and alfo to diftfefs the comtkierce of the enemy* 
He had tKe good fortune to intercept a fleet of Swedilh 
merchant-ihips, laden with naval (lores for France, of 
which he captured feven. Early in the following fpring 
he was appointed to command a ftill ftron^r fquadron, 
confiding of twenty-fix fiiips of the line, fent Over to the 
coaft of France on the fame kind of fervice, and more 
particularly to block up the port of Dunkirk. Thefe 
orders he diligently executed : and when the larger (hips 
were laid up for the winter, in the month of September 
following, a detachment of ^ird and fourth rates, ftationol , 
to the weftward, was put under his command. On this 
occafion he removed his ^ag into the Berwick of feventy 
guns. 

In the month of January he was appointed to command 
the Streights convoy, which he conduced with much care 
and fuccefs : and returning immediately with the home** 
ward-bound fleet, had the equal good-tortune to bring it 
f^fe into the Downs, where he arrived on the l8th of 
March% He came to London immediately on his arrival^ 
and was promoted to be vice-admiral of the red, and again 
appointed commander of a fmall fc^uadron, fent over to 
the coaft of France, for the prote£lion of the homeward^ 
bound fleet daily expefted from the Streights. The de* 
ftruAion of this detachment, and another of nearly the 
fame force imder rear-admiral Carter, were the objeds 
that influenced Louis the Fourteenth to order Tourville 

A 4 to 
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to ifea, which foon brought on the evef-memorable ancJ . 
glorious battle of La Hogufe*. 

Having happily executed the fervice on which he was . 
fent, he joined admiral Ruflel on the 13th of May, fix 
days before the engagement. The (hare he bore in the 
early part of it was highly confpicuous, and demands the 
greater applaufe as the (trefs of the adlion lay almoft en- 
tirely between the red fquadron and the French; very few 
either of the blue fquadron,. or the Dutch, being able 
to get into aftion. During the purfuit of the flying 
enemy, fir Ralphs with part of his divifion, drove on 
Inore and burnt the Solid Royal, Tourville's own fliip, 
together with the Admirable and Conquerant. His letter^ 
containing a very modeft account of this fervice is gene- 
rally known, having been already publifhed by moft of 
oiir naval hiflorians, as well as in the Gazette, No» 2769^ 
it therefore becomes unneceflary to reinfert it here. We 
have only to obferve Delaval appears to have eminently 
contributed to the fuccefs of this exploit by his perfonat 
intrepidity and example. He ftiifted his flag from the* 
Royal Sovereign to the St. Albans, and went clofe in fhorc 
hlmfelf, accompanied by the Ruby, to cover the boats 
and fire(hips. rlis honour difplayed in the account is no 
lefs confpicuous than his gallantry had been in the aftion 
itfelf, bellowing the higheft encomiums on thofe officers 
who had the opportunity of diftinguifhing themfelves, and 
•with the gi-ealeft carneilnefs follicitii.-g rewards adequate 
to their high deferts. The rage of party having occa- 
lioned the removal of RufTel from, his command as foon- • 
as the fleet returned into port for the winter, it was re- 
folved to put the office of commander-in-chief into com- 
miffion ; and Delaval was, on this occafion, named one of 
the perfons to whom it was intrufted t. This appoint- 
ment took place on the 24th of January; and on the. 
I5,th of April following he was alfo included in the 
commiffion for executing the office of lord high admiraL 

* He was one of pctncipal promoters of the fecond addrefs pre- 
fenttd to the queen, in the month of May 1692, expreflive of the 
loyalty and attachment of the naval commanders, a very fufficient re- 
futation, at lead in the opinion of all honourable men, of the charge^ 
6r eve a fufpicion of difalFe^tion. 

•}• With Killcgrew and Shovel. 

The 
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The unfortunate naval ^event of this year * caufed a ge- 
neral clamour, which induced the difmiflion both of 
Delaval and Killegrew. Thefe were the more obnoxious 
to the populace, as ihey laboured under the imputation of 
being, by principle, ftfongly attached to the caufe and in- 
tereft of the late king; and the greateft expeSations were 
formed of the fuccefs of this armament, which was 
thought the moil powerful Britain had ever pofrefTed ; yet, 
perhaps, few had ever put to fea in lefs real condition for 
iervice, Ihortly manned and worfe viftualledt. Its 
numbers made it appear formidable on the ocean. But 
it was almoA totally incapable of undertaking any enter- 
prize againft the enemy. 

Tbe^ were the impediments, aided by the total 
want of information at home, and a treafonable com- 
munication of intelligence to the enemy, all which were 
too notorious to be concealed from the public. Yet fuch 
was the prevalent voice of party, that thefe very inconve- 
niencies were, contrary both to juftice and common fenfe, 
converted into a treafonable negleft on the part of the 
joint admirals. Shovel, indeed, was fortunate enough to 
poffefs the hearts of the clamorous, and was exempt 
from the pretended ftigma which quickly produced the 
difmiffion of both his colleagues. On the 2d of May 
1694, Ruflel, who had become again reinftated in the po- 
pular favour, was appointed firft commiffioner of the 
admiralty in the room of lord Falkland : and Delaval, 
who had till then retained his feat at the board, retired 
for ever from that bufy fcene of life J in which he had 
endured fo much calumny, and with fo little juftice. 

From this time till his death, which happened in the 
month of January 1707, he lived totally retired, refiding 
chiefly upon his eftate in the north, where his pofTefTions 
were very ex ten five, and enabled him to difplay much 
hofpitality and charity, fo that he had the confolation of 
finding the friends he acquired in private life confiderably 
outnumbered the enemies who had unwarrantably ri fen 

* The capture of the Smyrna fleet under convoy of fir G. Rooke. 

t So that the flilp*s companies were obliged to be put to fliort al- 
lowance, almoft as toon as the fleet quitted port. 

J If we except that he continued for fomc time reprcfcntativc for 
Great Bedwin^ in the county of Wilts. On the ift of May 1696, he 
prcfented, to king Whliam, the Aflbciation hoOk that borough, ia 
cbnfequence of the aflaffination plot. 

up 
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up againft him in his public capacity, — He was buried iti 
Weftminfter, with great folemnity, on the 27th of the 
fame month. 



1675. 



ATKINS, Charles, — was, on the cbmmcnccrtcnt of 
the fccond Ehitch war in 1672, made lieutenant of the 
ViSory ; from which fhip he was, in the following year, 
remoVed to the fame ftation on board the RefcJution. 
On the 14th of February 1675, he was promoted to the 
command of the Quaker ketch; but was difmhled the 
fervice foon afterwards for fubtnitting to be towed in by 
the Turks. We have not been able to colled anv par- 
ticulars relative to this aft which occafioned his diigracc* 

KIRK, John, — in 1667, ferved as lieutenant luccef- 
lively, of the Monmouth and the Mary. In 1673 he was 
appointed third lieutenant of the London, on board which 
ihip fir John Harman hoifled his flag as vice-admiral of 
the red, and afterwards as aamiral of the blue fquadron. 
On the 1 6th of March 1675, he wa^ promoted to the 
command of the Kingsfiflier ; and when a rupture with 
France was expelled in 1678, he was appointed 
commander of the Lenox, and foon afterwards of the 
Hampton Court. This is the lateft information we have 
been able to colleft relative to him. 



i6y6. 



HASTINGS, Anthony,-^ was defcendcd ftcm a very 
noble family which derives its origin from Kobert de 
Haftings^ the father of William, fteward of the houfhold 
to king Henry the Firft. The grandfon of William, who 
was alio a William, was among the barons fummoned to 
parliament \y king John in the firft year of hia reign. 

This 
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This iiluftrious race has intermarried with the immediate 
defcendants of fovereigns, both of England and France ** 
In the year 1529, George, lord Haftings, was created earl 
of Huntingdon, a title the family uninterruptedly enjoyed 
till the death of the late earl : fince which, uirough failure 
of male^iflue in his immediate line, it has not been clearly 
afcertained in whom the title veils. 

Anthony Haftingst, having entered into the navy, was, 
on the 17th of April 1666, appointed firft lieutenant of 
the Aflurance. On the commencement of the fecond 
Dutch war in 1672, he was made fecond lieuteliant of the 
Cambridge; in which ftation he continued to ferve till its 
concluHon. On the 29th of November 1676, he was 
promoted to the command of the Quaker ketch: and 
when the rupture with France was expeded in 1678, he 
became again a lieutenant, being appointed to the Har^* 
wich ; from which ihip he was, on the 2d of May fol- 
lowing, removed to the" fame ftation in the Royal 
Charles, the (hip on board which fir John Kempth'orne 
had hoifted his flag as vice-admiral of the fleet deftined for 
Channel fervice. The profpefi of holHlities vanifliing 
foon afterwards, and a life of inadlivity ill Anting Mr. 
Haftings's gallantr}*, he again foUicited employment, which 
he at laft procured, being appointed, on the 4th of No- 
vember 1^799 lieutenant of the James galley, one of the 
velTels foon afterwards ftationed in the Mediterranean 
under admiral Herbert. This commander, on the 23d of 
Auguft 1680, removed him Into the Briftol; and on the 
22d of April 1 68 1, promoted him to the command of the 
Sapphire. In the month of September following, in 
company with the James galley, commanded by captain 
Shovel, he fell in with and captured a large Algerine car- 
fair, called the Half Mcon, carrying thirty-two guns and 
three hundred and eighty men* Engagements with thofe 

1 I I - I ■ - II I I - -- !■■■ - - I — ■ ■ I ■ I 

* John lord Haftlngs married firft Marpret, yoangeft daugfaief of 

' king Edward the Third, and his queen Philippa ; and, tecondly, Anne, 

grand- daughter of Thomas Brotberton, eldeft Ton of king' Edward the 

Firft, by Mar^ret his fecond wife, daughter to Philip the hardy, king 

of France. 

f He was the grandfon of Henry Haftings of LeiceHer-abbey, knight, 

and Mabcil, daughter of Anthony Ffaunt, or Farrant, of Foftou in 

the county of Leicefter. Heory, above-mentioned, was the fon of 

fir Edward Haftings, fecoad, or, fome-fay, third fos of Flraocis, fecond 

' earl of Jiunuii||doa« 

pirates- 
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pirates had always been long and defperate. This was 
rendered particularly obftinate from the lieutenant's being 
an Englim retiegado, whoj confequently, knew he could 
cxpeft no mercy. He was hanged immediately after the 
enemy's fhip was taken pofTeffion of. 

From the time captain Haftin^s quitted the command 
of the Adventure, which is a period not known, he does 
not appear to have been employed till the very eve of. 
the revolution. On the I2th of Oftober 1688, he was 
appointed commander of the Woolwich, and had the 
fortune to capture two of the few veffels of the Dutch 
armament which the fleet of James, powerful as it was, 
was able to intercept. Notwithftanding he had thus . 
faithfully adhered to the intereft of his fovereign while he 
retained legal pofleflion of the throne, he had patriotifm 
fufKcient to affift heartily in the revolution and arrange- 
ment of government, which took place immediately on 
his deferting it. William was fo well aflured of his 
honour and integrity, that he promoted him, foon after 
his acceffion, to the command of the Eflex of feventy 
guns. In the following year he was removed into the 
Sterling Caftle, a fhip of the fame force as the formers 
. he commanded this veflel at the battle of Beachy Head. 
The year 1691 inglorioufly paiTed away without any en- 
gagement, the French cautiouily avoiding a lecond ttial of 
their prowefs, in which they might probably lofe the little 
temporary credit they had gained the preceding fummer. 

The year 1692 muft ever be remembered, by Englifh- 
men, as the aera of one of thofe vi6kories which have 
eftablifhed, on a foundation not to be fhaken, her naval 
credit and confequence. At the battle of La Hogue cap- 
tain Haftings commanded the Sandwich, a fecond rate of 
ninety guns, and fell, towards the conclufion of the firft 
day's fight*, having defervedly acquired, and uniformly 
fnpported the chara6ter of a brave and truly honefl man.' 
His body was brought a-(hore at Portfmouth, and is faid 
to have been conveyed to London for interment t. 

* Not being able to avoid driving among the enemy's fhips, he* ; 
caufe bis anchors were not clciT,-""^ Lediard, 

i " Cploncl Haftings, who was killed in the fight, was buried on 
the yih of June in great flate, the queen fending her coaches, and the 
npbility and gentry two hundred more; the whole being efcorted by 
eight companies of guards." Campbell, vol. 3, 

BYNARD, 
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BYNARD, Walter, — was, in 1672, appointed f5rl| 
lieutenant of the Monmouth, and in the following year 
of the Royal Catherine. On the 24th of Oftober 1677, 
he was promoted >to the command of the Ann galley. 

GOTTEN, Andrew, — was, on the 20th of July 
1677, appointed commander of the Experiment. On the 
1 6th of January following he was removed into the 
Hound floop, and on the 15th of February 1679, into the 
Chatham. From the loth of July 1680, when he wag 
appointed to command the Fanfan yacht, till fome time 
alter the revolution, he continued in the fame line of ferr 
vice. On the 20th of Odober 1681, he was removed 
into the Monmouth yacht, and from thence into the Navy 
yacht on the 20th of February 1682-3. He was re-com^ 
miflioned to the fame veffel on the 24th of March 1684-5. 
We meet with nothing farther relative to him till after 
the revolution, when we find him captain of the Charlotte 
yacht. In the month of May 1689, he captured a fmall 
French privateer, which is the on'y circumftance to be 
recorded of him beyond ti.e lift of appointments and pro- 
motions. On the 29th of Auguft he was made comman- 
der of a veffel called the Play Prize. In the month of 
May 1693, he was captain of the Northumberland, a third 
rate of feycnty guns, and died in the command of this 
fliip on the 13th of June following. 

CROW, Anthony, —is moft remarkable for never 
having commanded any other veffel than a yacht, called 
the Kitchen, during the whole period of his fervice, 
which continued from the 17th of April 1677, till the 
revolution. He was four times re-commiflioned to the 
fame veffel, on the ift of April 1685, on the 3d of June 
1687, on the 3d of May 1688, and again, on the ill of 
June following We meet with nothing relative to him 
after the revolution.. He is faid in a MS. account of the 
flight of James, fuppofed to have been written foon after 

the 
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the revolution, to have commanded the veflTel in v/hich 
that monarch madi: his efcape 9S France. This may ac^ 
pount for his having quitted the feryice as he appears to 
have done frcrm that time. 

FARMER, William, — was appointed commander of the 
Bezan yacht on the i6th of January 1677, and was re^ 
commiffioned to the fame vcffel on the 1 2th of Auguft 
1680. 

HARTl^EY, Mark, — was made lieutenant of the 
Cambridge in 1668, and third lieutenant of the London 
in 1672. On the 12th of July 1677, he was promoti^d 
to the command bf the Woolwich floop. 

HODDER, Richard,— was made fecond lieutenant of 
the Antelope as early as the year 1664: in 1666, and 
again in 1671, he was appointed to the fame Ration on 
board the Dover. In 1672 he ferved as firft lieutenant pf 
the Rainbow, in the following year of the Portland ; and 
on the 9th of March 1674, was removed into the Guard* 
•land. He was promoted to the command of this veflfcl 
on the 23d of May 1677 ; after which, on the 2d of Oc* 
tober 1684, he was made firft lieutenant of the Phoenix. 

LLOYP, David, — is a perfon who has made a much 
greater figure in the political than the naval world- Ife 
was appointed lieutenant of the Henry in 167a, and was 
'promoted to the command of the Mermaid on the 1 8th 
of September 1677. He wa$ removed into the Rcferve 
on the 1 2th of April 1678: on the 27th of May in the 
following year he was again removed into the Dover. 
On the 2oth of Oflober 1680, he was made commander 
of the Crown and fent on the Mediterranean ftation, 
where he continued a confiderable time^ He had no 
other commiffion till the 5th of May 1687, when he was 
appointed captain*of the Sedgemore. His naval fervice 
clofed with the revolution. 

Strongly attached both to the perfon and politics of 
James the Second, he accompanied him into exile, and 
ever continued his fteady adherent. The management of 
almolt all ihofe intrigues which took place after t he acceffion 
of Wfinam the Third were entrufted to him: he was his 
confidential agent ; and, to flo juftice to his fincerity, wp 
cannot but confefs, that whatever opinion we may enter- 
tain of the complexion of his pqlitics, he was uniform and 

fteady 
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fttzdy in them; a confiHency very few of his cotempo- 
rarie^ had any pretenfioW to* He frequently revifited 
England at the ^reateft perfonaj rifk to himfelf ; and for 
the fervice of his mafter hefitated npt to put his life into 
tjie power of thofe of whofe duplicity and treachery to 
Others he had had fo m^ny proofs. He continued to 
fcfide in France many years aftc|- the deceafe of his royal 
mafter ; but is faid to have returned to England in the 
year 17x4, and to have died fuddenly foon afterwards*. 

MAJOk, Jame^, — ^was, on thcaoth of Odlober 1677, 
appointed commander and mafter of ih^ Fly-boat prize, 
by fir John ljrarboro}igI|, at thaf time CPinmand^pf-in- chief 
ip the Mediterranean. 

MITCHELL, Andrew,— was, on the 12th of July 
1677, made' captain pf the Emfworth floop : on the 12th 
of June 1678, he was removed, by commiilion from vice- 
admifal Herbert, into th<5 Woplwich ; and laftly, on the 
17th of February 1682-^3, was appointed commander of 
the Dcptford yacht. 

Mf TCHELL, Sir Baltimore, — was made captain 
of the jueal yacht in the year I677. Commanding 
thi^vefTel at the time king Charles took one of thofe little 
naval excurfions of which he was fo remarkably fond, 
that monarch conferred on him the honour of knighthood. 
His nani^ does not again occur a$ having held any com« 
mand. 

PULHAM, JohUf-'Was appointed commander of tho 
Ann Speedwell in 1677. 

SHOVEL, Sir Cloudefly,— is one of thofe fingularly 
fortunate and great charaders who have raifedthemfelves 
'purely by their own intrinfic merit, from the humbleft 

* ■■! ■ n>f 1 • Ill II ■ 

♦ Two anecdotes related of him by Dalrymple, prove him to have 
-hten a-nan pofleffed of a confiderab/e iharc or blunt honour. They 
are too expreflive of hit charader to be omitted. 

James was one day complaining to his courtiers of bis elded 

daughter, but fpeaking with tendernefs of the princcfs Annie. Capt, 

Lloyd, of the navy, who liked not the laft pare of the convcrfation^ 

'quitted the room; but, turning back his head as he ihut the door, 

iftuttered aloud, ^ Bodi b— , by G— ." 

^ James was expreffingjoy at St. Gcrmains, upon the news that the 
\iof of Siam had been converted to Chriftianity, *' I am forry for it, 
{bidJAoyd) for then hit fubje3t will depofe him," 

^ fiation 
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ftation in life, and for a long feries of years pofTefled the 
iove of all tho/e with whom they afTociated, the general 
applaufe of the people, and the moft unlimited confidence 
of the fovereign, withouticyer experiencing thofe gutts of 
private animofity, public calumny or royal diftruft, to 
which the greateft charafters are not only fubjeft but have 
aftually experienced. Fortunate almoil in every enter- 
prize he undertook, he had the fii^gular.confolation of 
finding the partial failure of thofe few which funk below 
the public expeftation, and probably his own, were im- 
puted as a niisfortune to hini and not a grime ; and that 
the public voice, inftead of condemning, pitied hira^ as ^ 
friend and brother in diftrefs. Thus was he compara- 
tively happy in every aftion of his life ; and his death ap- 
pears a lellbn, from Providence, to mankind, that no man 
' is born to be completely fortunate. 

This great man was defcended from parents who were 
in fuch circumftances as not to be ^ble Xq mak^ any better 
provifion for him, than by binding hjm apprentice, as jt 
is reported by Dr. Campbell, to a fliQe-maker. This 
mean occupation ill-fuiting to the noblenefs of his difpq- 
fition, he procured himfelf to be recommended exceecj- 
ingly young, being. at th^t tjme not more than nipe ye^ts 
of age, to the patronage of fir John Narborough, who 
made him one of his cabin-boys ; ^n^ foon * difcovering 
/ in him that genius and greatnefs of mind which paved the 
way to his future promotion, pitched on hire,- in the year 
1674^ as the propereft perfon in the fguadron, to fend with 
a remonftrance, to the Dey of Tripoli, againft a variety of 
piratical a£ls of hpftility which had been committed by 
his corfairs. Mr. Shovel was inftrufled to accommo- 
date, if poflible, the difference which exifted, on very 
moderate terms. But though he acquitted himfelf in this 



* Of his early propenfity to undertake great and glorious deeds, 
a fingular in fiance is given in a traditional but autbentic anecdote, pxe- 
ferved by h'rs defcendants, Almoft on his firft entrance into th^ navy, 
tndei the patronage of fii" John Narborough, while he was yet his bi^, 
hearing that admiral exptc's an earncft wifti that fome papers of im- 
pon-ince might be cof vcyed to the captain of a diftant Chip, you{)g- 
Shovel undertook to ivvim through the Iine'of the enen^y's fire with the 
<iifpatches in his uiouth. This he a^ually performed* ' 

deli* 
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delicate cpmmiffion with the greateft fpirit and addrefs,' 
he was not able to work the haughty Dey to compliance. 
A fecond attempt and vifit were equally unfuCcefsful : but 
the obfervations he had made during the ftiort time he 
was on the (hore, enabled him to proje£l the demolition of 
the Tripoline fquadron, though it lay at anchor under the 
very guns of the town. On returning to his (hip he 
coipmunicated his fcheme to his admiral and patron, fir 
John Narborough, who thinking no perfon fo tit to carry 
an enterpiize into execution as the perfon who had plan- 
ned it, fent him, on the night of the 4th of March, with 
all the boats of the fleet into the harbour. The moft 
brilliant and perfe£i fuccefs attended the undertaking, and 
contributed not a little to encreafe, if poflible, the efteem 
and afFeftion entertained for him by the admiral, who 
foon after appointed him to the command of the Sapphire*. 

In the beginning of the month of November 1679, 
being then at Tangier under the command of admiral 
Herbert, captain Shovel was one of the officers fent on 
fhore, with a party of feamen, to aflift in the defence of 
that place againft the Moorifh army, by which it was be-^ 
fieged. On the 8th the enemy made a defperate, but 
fruitlefs attempt, to ftorm the lines, and were repulfed 
after a trivial injury done to the Englifh, in which no- 
thing was more fevere than the temporary lofs of captain 
Shovell's fervices, occafioned by a wound, happily of 
no wor fe confequence. I n the month of September 1 681 , 
being removed into the James galley he fell in, whild 
in company with his old (hip the Sapphire, with a large 
Algerine corfair mounting thirty-two guns, called the 
Half Moon, and, after a long and defperate a6lion, took 
her. 

In the month of December following captain Shovel; 
a(rifted by captain Booth of the Adventure, drove on (hore, 
near Mafagram, another corfair called the Flower -pot, 
carrymg thirty-four guns and three hundred men, JBut 
it being then dark, they were obliged to defer her com- 
plete de(tru6Hon till day-light, when they fent their boats 
on board and burnt her. During the remainder of 
this war tfoublefome as it was, though with enemies ap- 

♦ 3d May 1677. 

Vol. II. B parcntly 
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It^mently fo inconflderablfi, captain Shovel cominued t0, 
render hiinrelf as fojcmickble as perpetual diflurbancQ. 

E* *vcn to their depredationst aud th/e little conunerce tbejr 
;Id with the reft of the world would admit. In patt^. 
^ulaxy on the 14th of January 1682-3^ be captured .oa<? 
of their faiteas ; and in the tnbnth of February 1685, not 
only dcftroyed ope of the richeft ijaerchant-veilcls belong-^ 
1^ to Sallee, but alfo compelled one of their corfairs^ 
l^oouijiting twenty-eidit guns, to feek refuge under the 
vails of (jheir fort* He did not return from the Streight« 
|ill the month of November i686. So high was thq 
opinion entertained by James of Mr. Sbovers hpnpyr, 
^at although he knew his political principles were hoftilq 
to his owi?y he thought proper to appoint nim to the com- 
^a;>d of the Dover, in which ftation he was, when the 
landing of the prince of Qrange, and abdication of his 
former fovereign, freed his loyalty from reftraint, and en-, 
abled him to unite courage with inclination in the fervicQ 
of ^iVi^iam the Third. At the battle of Bantry he com- 
majoded the £dgar> and fo much did he diilinguiifa himfelf 
in that ajftion, that he was knighted by king William at 
the fame time admiral Herbert was created earl of Tor^ 
rington* He remoyed foon afterwards into the Monk, 
and was appointed commander of a fquadron, confifting 
of four ibips of war and five fn^all veflels, Rationed to 
cruife up and down Channel and off the coaft of Ireland* 
In this fervice he met with cotiTiderable fuccefs, taking 
jaiany prizes, which, though not very valuable, perhapsj^ 
to the captors, diftreffed the enemy to the greateft degrite> 
as. their cargoes principally coniifted of ftores for Jamqs'i 
Irilh army- 

In the following year he was commodore of the fqua- 
dron which convoyed William to Ireland ; and fo.much 
to the Catisfaftion of his fovereign did he acquit himfelf ,^ 
that he was immediately appointed rear-admiral of the 
blue. . He continued cruiiing in the Irifh fea a confider- 
able time, aiid omitted not the fmalleft- opportunity o£ 
repdering fervice to his country and difplaying his natural 
inclination, a love of enterprife. Prevented, as well by. 
the fudden arrival of a French fleet, as by the necef&ty 
there was for keeping a force- to watch the flying fqua^ 
dron of the enemy, he. was not prefent at the adion off* 

: . Jeachy 
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Beacfay Htfad. Towards the clofe of the year he afli(kd 
general Kirke in the redu£lionof Duncannon caftle ; and iti 
January following ferved as rear-admird under fir George 
kooke^ who convoyed king William to Holland. 

On his return he joined the grand fleet under admiral 
RulTely and by a very ikilful (Iratagem had nearly fuc* 
ceeded in decoying a large French convoy into his handtf 
jtift aftter they had left th^^harbour of Breft *. In tl\« 
xnonth of Odober he commanded the fquadron which 
convoyed king William from Holland. Early in the 
following year he was promoted to be rear-admiral of tht 
red ; and on his return from again convoying king Wil»- 
liam to HoIland> joined the fleet under the command of 
admiral Ruflel. On this memorable occafion he hoifted 
his flag on board the Roysil William, a new (hip of one 
£i;indred and fix guns. He had now a freih opportunity, 
which he did not negled, of adding to thofe laurels. he 
bad already acquired. The red fquadron, of which he 
was rear-admiral, bore the whole brunt of the a£):ion ; 
and nothing but a grievous and fudden indifpofition pre- 
ventecj his peiforming that \tlry eminent fervice fo fuc- 
cefsfuUy atchieved by fir G. Rooke. The following year 
was not fo fortunate to him, having been unlucky 
enough to be included in the commiffion for commanding 
the fleet t ; and the misfortune to the Smyrna fleet taking 
place, it was hardly poflible he fliould, at leaft on the firfl: 
^. 

♦ Of which we have the following account in a letter from Plymouth : 
'* Sixteen Engliih and Dutch men of war and tenders, under the com- 
mand of fir C. Shovel, in the Plymouth, were lately before Breft. They 
went in under French colours, and were very near, ocfore they were dit 
covered; as foon as they were, the veflels that were off the place tackt 
and ftood from them, except a French frigate of between thirty and forty 
flpns, who fieere^ dire6ily before them, but it was becaufe he mift 
ifays, for before, be was coming a->way betwixt the Plymouth and Ceil* 
turion; |>ut apprehending what they were, bore away to the leeward: 
In palling by, fir Cloudeily (hot his main yard; neverthelefs, being 

f>t among the rocks, where they could not come at him, he efcaped* 
here were in all about thirty fmall veflels and three convoys: fix 
or feven were taken by our {hips. The Bridget galley chafed one a- 
Ihore and burnt her; the reft, wid) their two convoys, got into die 
harbour. 

f lie was alio appointed one of the extra-comniiflioaeri of the 
invy. 

fi 2 iecei|rt 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20 LIVES AMD CHARACTERS OF 

receipt of the news, efcape that cenfure which ever pur- 
facs misfortune, from whatever quarter it may arifc. 
This, however, was not of long continuance ; the galhnt 
admiral, engaged in the caufc of truth, defended not only 
himfelf but his colleagues fo forcibly, at the bar of the 
houfe of commons, that even the moft clamorous of the 
diflatisfied were abaftied, and became filent. 
- In the year 1694, fir ^^loiidefly, promoted to be 
vice-admiral of the red, commanded under lord Berkeley 
in the celebrated expedition to Camaret Bay ; and on that 
lord's returning to London, fir Cloudefly aflumed the 
command of the fleet, which, by the exprefs order of 
king William, proceeded againft Dunkirk. On this oc- 
cafion was exhibited the Angular inftance of an expedition 
being unfuccefsful without the fmalleft blame imputed to 
the commander-in-chief. Dr. Campbell defcnbes his 
behaviour, on this occafion, in the following forcible and 
elegant manner; and we cannot, perhaps, do greater ju- 
llice to his memory than by quoting the paflTage. 

" Sir Chudejly Shovel y however ^ took care to denionjfrate 
from his conduSiy that there was no fault lay in him \for he whit 
with a hoot within the enemy s works, andfo became an eye^ 
nvitnefs of the impojjibility of doing what his orders direSledto he 
done ; andy therefore^ on his coming home, he was perfeSily well 
received y and continued to be employed as a man who would com^ 
mandfuccefsy where it was pofjible \ and omit nothing in his 
power y where it was not,'^ 

The following year he again commanded, under lord 
Berkeley,, in the fquadron which bombarded St. Maloes'. 
Here he, as ufual, acquitted himfelf with the greateft 
honour, affording almoft innumerable proofs of that 
petfonal intrepidity for which he was ever renowned, as 
he alfo did in the month of July .under the fame admiral 
at the unfuccefsful attack made upon Dunkirk. Its 
failure caufed much murmuring at home*; and Meefters, 
the engineer, to whofe conduft it appears to have been 
principally owing, vainly endeavoured, by a paper attack 
on the charaQers of the commanders, to convince the 
world the little fuccefs of that on the enemy was not im- 

putabFe 

* Tbc failure of this unhappy cntcrprize having never hithrrto been 
fally explained to the public, wc have added ihe following extraft from 

Shovcrs 
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putable to him. During the remainder of the war he 

conti- 



Sfaovel*s Journal, as ^ell as from a letter written by him to lord 
Berkeley, io which it was enclofcd, from which it will very evidently 
appear, what little reafon there was to blame the noble commander 
and his gallant colleague. 

Extraftof a letter from fir Cloudcfly Shovel, to lord Berkeley, 
dated, Northumberland, in the Downs, 22 Aug. 1695. 

" My Lord, 
•* I have received from Mr, Hi hart a copy of Mr. Mecfters his 
Narrative, on which I cannot help making th« following remarks. 
Firft, he cunningly begins his Narrative the 30th of July, by whicb 
he lets flip his tedious preparations of two moDths, which bepromifed 
ibould be ready in a fortnight: alfo he buries in oblivion his repeated 
aiTurances of his being ready, and his great alTurance in afliing convoy 
for fome machine, or fink-lhifps, he pretended to have at Oftend; 
wJien, as faf as X can learn from thence, there have been none there, 
neither arc there any expcfted. I verily believe, and am not fin- 
^ttlar in my opinion, that thefe fink^fliips, and machines, were only an 
invention to fwell bis accounts, which, I fuppofe, if they were well 
looked into by fome underHanding man, would appear monftrous, 
fpr it is faid he had fome materials on board his fmoke-fliips, or 
machines, as barrels of guns, ^c. which were of no more ufe thaa if 
be bad pat fo many flones tber«." 

'* An account^ what has occurred to my ohfervation and memory, in re^ 
lation to the attempt againft Dunkirk* 

•* Friday, 19 July, 1695. We came to the Downs in order to put 
t^e afore faid attempt in execution, where we expe£led to have found 
Mr. Meefters in re<^ine.fs to proceed, but he arrived not till ne^C 
day. 

** Monday S2d. A council of war was called^ at whicb V-r^ 
Meeilers was prefent. The admiralty's order being pofitive for at-. 
terapiting ^f Dunkirk, it was cpnfidered in what manner to make the 
attempt. 

" Upon conference with my lord Berkeley before that, I fpund it 
was his lordfliip's Intention to make the attack againd ihe pier-heads 
and rifbank with the feventy and eighty gun (hips; but ?t that council 
of war, upon examination of the pil9ts which Mr. Meefiers had pro« 
vided for carrying on the (hips to th^ attack, finding they all in general 
abfolutely refufcd to take the charge of ai^y fliip of fo great a draught 
of water, we were obliged to come to a refolution of employing frigates 
of about fifty guns ; and even thefe frigates (when the refolution came 
to be put in pra£lice) thefe fame pilots refufed to to carry in, as the 
fequel will fhew. 

'< Tuefday 23d. Sailed with the whole fleet, Englifli and Dutch, 
u^der the command of my lord Berkeley, and flood over to the coall 
pf France. 

B 3 w Satuiday 
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continued in ceniinand ; though^ from the ^neral povferty 

of 



** Saturday 27. Being jit anchor off Gravdin, a council bf war 
was called, and Mr. Mceficrs who had left the fleet (it hlowing pretty 
frefh) and was returned to the Downs with great part of the maclitnef, 
&c. having^now poGtive orders from my lord to come away ; and Mag 
expe£^ed on the morrow, it was thought advifable to fail nearer in^ 
Dunkirk, and to fend in eight frigates pretty clofe towards the brake, 
to obferve what provilion Was made by tne enemy, at the rifbank 
. and wooden forts, for their defence, which accordingly was put ia 
execution. 

«* Monday 89, Mr. Meefters arrived with the machines, &c.. 

** Tuefday 30.. All the fmall frigates and veflels failed in nearer 
Dunkirk and anchored a little to the wefiward of the brake* Pre* 
parations were made for attacking the pier-heads and rifbank; and a 
council of war was called^ at which it was refolved (if the weather 
proved fine) to begin the attack on the morrow momin«. 

** Wednefday 3 1 • This day the weather not promifing Ciir we di^ 
not begin. 

<* Thurfday, 1 Augufi. This morning the wearherbeinj;^?, the 
frigates, and bomb-vcfTels appointed to go with them, went tn and be« 
gan to bombard about feven m the morning. 

" About the fame time I went with my lord in a boat, and we fOwc4 
•boDt to obferve in what readinefs each vefTel was to beein the at« 
tack. We met Mr. Meeflers, he told my lord he would be ready 
between ten and eleven o'clock : hut J very well remember, after 
eleven, fome of the captains of the machines, &c. with whom my 
lord fpoke, faid they had no other .orders but to keep near Mr« 
^eefiers. 

** As I have before obferved, the pilots which Mr. Meeierl 
liad provided, 9iid had undertaken to condu£l the fliips appointed 
for battery, npw yo^ld not take charge of them, though they drew 
but iixteen or fcventeen feet Flemifh. This, admiral Allemonde ac« 

Suainted my lord Berkeley with, who fent captain Waflenaer to Mr. 
leei^ers, to inform him of the fame. As I underftood cap* 
t%in Wa0enaex, upon his return from Mr* Meefters, he brought word 
Mr. Meederf faid he could do his bufinefs without the battering (hips $ 
and moft certain it is, when we met Mr. Meefters in his boat after* 
wards, he made no complaint for want of them, nor did he fey any 
thing to my lord abou( altering the difpoOtion of his attack* 

*< 'Tis turther obfervable that the pilots, notwithftanding the rf* 
f^^rance given that they woul4 take charge of the frigates to carry thefl| 
in to the attack, and out at the eaft channel, yet wh^n they were to thp 
ejiftward of the forts, they rather chofe to turn the (hipc back to tho 
weflward, though they again paffed the enemy's fliot, than tnift to 
their judgmfcnt to fail through the eaft channel, whipfa makes me of 
opinion nope of thepiiots knew the eaft channel ; for I generally find 
pilots had rather trtm their judgment, where diey hare knowledge* tkaii 
cjKpuntcir fhe enemies flipt. 

** And^ 
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0f events *, he ceafed to have thoFe opportunities of diftin* 



** Ifideed, as I underftood admiral Allemmide, thefe pilota of 
Mr. Mcseftcrs were men of Do account, 6r repntation, for toeir lldll 
in pilotagC) all their prctenfions to their knowledge of this place being 
only grounded upon their having been there once or twice ih fliips a» 
Hilors, never as mafters, or having charge of any (hips, and therefore 
could not reafortably be thought fufficiently fkilled, or fitly qualified to 
undertake fuch a dinicnlt and hazardous enterprize. 

** I am pretty pofitive, that when my lord met Mr. Meefters in hii 
boat the firfl titne, it was near elevien o'clock; and upon his lordfliip't 
doubting whether his fmoke-ihips were ready (having obferved his men 
in a hurry) Mr. Meefiers replyed, then to-morrow will be as well : and 
my lord (aid, be would not lofe that opportunity for ten thoufand 
pounds, therefore would have it done, if poflible, alledging, the wei* 
ther being good and the bombardments having been begun j Mr* 
Meefiers then aflured his lordfliip all was ready. After this I went 
with my lord to the machines and fmoke-fhips which lay about a 
mile without Mr. MeeHers, fome of their captains faid^ they Aid 
W> other orders thai), when they had fitted their veflels (which thef 
were then in hand with) they were to anchor near Mr. MeeiUra. 
After my lord had hiftened them all towards Mr. Meefters, hif 
lordfhip met Mr. Meeikrs in his boat again ; it was then one o'clock, 
and we judged upon the pitch of high water, or rather falling water^ 
which my lord told Mr. Meefiers, and faid he thoncht it was too ]ate| 
but hie pertly replied, that it was the better for the falling of the water^ 
and that there was nothing, that he knew of, to hinder the attack^ 
He fpake this with fo much boldnefs and confidence, that I mnft needf 
fay, I was then, as I am now, of opinion, that if my lord bad no( ira« 
mediately ordered the attack, be would have thrown the mffcarriage 
upon his lordfhip. 

. ' ' Upon the fignal being aiade,tbe other frigates weighed and did tkei^ 
duty, as far as their knowledge of the place, and the Ikill of the pilotf 
would permit: but no liiachine, or fmok^ fhip went with the frigates, 
neither did they begin the attack, though contrary to the method pr^* 
fcribed, lord Berkeley ordered the Lime to cut and fupport them v\ 
ikc'iT diforderly attack. 

** I remember capt. Carletoo, who commanded one of the machines^ 
did cut, but did not (ail in, having anchored amongft other bomb 
veifeU, or frigates, that fupported them : and Carleton has fince told 
me himfelf, that he rid near them out of danger of any but randoi!| 
^ot from the enemy. 

f* I further remember Mr. Meefiers was very fcoid of a Ibip he faid 
be would make fliot proof, and faid he would lye with her within a 
cable's length of the pier-bead, an^ take care to order the attacks a^gfatf 
|K)t I faw no fuch veiTel in that dangerous poft. 

" Bated at London this 14th of September, 1695.'* 

* In tde month of Odober 1695, he coipmanded the fiquadfon whiclf 
convoyed king William from HoTlf^nd. His repeated appointment t« 
this fervice, wjbtch happened to him qftener than all the other admiiV^ 
put togetbcri if certainly no Render proof ^f^iis fqve^eign'a attachment 
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guiflitng himfclf which his courage might demand and his 
experience claim. Let it not, however, be fuppofed he 
remained inaftive. In the month of April 1696, he 
commanded the fquadron which covered the bombardment 
of Calais*; and in the month of Oftober following, having 
hoifted his flag as admiral of the blue on board the Queen, 
he failed on the 17th of Dec. from Spithead, to attempt 
the deftruftion of a fquadron of French fhips of war re- 
ported to be in Quibcron Bay. This intelligence proving 
falfc, he quickly returned, but not before he had fent 

♦ Of which expedition we have the following account, written by 
himfelf to the lords commiflionerj of the admiralty. 

«• Montague, at anchor off the North foreland, 5th April, 1696. 
" Right honourable, 

" Purfuant to your lordfhip's orders of the 31 ft of March, we, the 
dd inftant, having very fair weather, got before Calais with bur bomb 
ycffcls; and the wind being foutherly, which made a fmooth fea, we 
laid our bomb-vciTelt in a line, and about noon began to heave fhells at 
the town, and continued fo doing till the evening; in all which time 
ve expended upwards of 300 bombs and carcafes, many of which were 
. fcen to fall and break both in the town, and among their embarkations 
at the pier. I fuppofe they have done confiderable damage to the 
enemy, though nothing appeared to us more than a veflel being on fire 
in the harbour, and tne town in two or three feveral places, which 
were immediately extinguifhed. 

** The enemy were very a£iive with their row-boats and half galleys • 
but to prevent them from hindering or injuring our bomb-veffels, the 
frieites and brigantines kept very near them as indeed they were 
Qbugcd to do. 
• •* The damage we received is, the bomb-veffcls have their rigging 
much ibattered, and two of them are very leaky by reafon ofuot 
received under water ; the mortars all fpoiled but two ; the brigan- 
tines have their rieging much (battered too, and two of them have loft 
their top-mafts i the Jerfey has both main-maft and forc-maft (hot 
through and fpoiled, as alfo a (hot under water which makes her leaky ; 
a bomb fell into her, broke in her hold, and fct her on fire; it wa^ 
foon e^^tinguiflied ; but it is requifite (he fhould gointofome port to reEt. 
The Norwich has her mizen-raaft (hot through and fpoiled; her forc- 
maft is alfo fpoiled. She has been a-ground near Calais, and has 
knocked away a part of her falfe ke^l, and hef rudder, fince which (he 
qiakes more water than ufual. 

" The Captain's fore-yard was broke by a bomb from the enemVf 
' " Captain fienbow had the flcfh torn off from his leg, by an ac9i- 
itent QTk board, one of the bomb-veflels in the a6tion, and, 1 doubt, will 
bardly be able to ftir within a fprtnigbt. 
^ I have an account qf fifteen n^cn killed and wounded*** 
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cfHnmodore Benbow off Breft, to deftroy any (hips of war 
that might be laying in Berteaume or Camaret bay. In 
this hope he was alfo difappointed, the French fhips being 
all fecured in the road of 6reft. In the month of April 
he again commanded the fquadron which convoyed king 
William to Holland. The peace of Ryfwick foon after 
taking place, fir Cloudefly had no maritime employment* 
till the month of May 1699, when the conduS of the 
French court creating a jealoufy of its hoftile intentions, 
it was thought neceilary to equip .a ftrong fquadron to 
cruife in the Channel, the command of which was givea 
to fir Cloudefly. This precaution probably, occafioned 
the farther continuance of peace, as no other naval fervice 
appears to have been required from, it, than that of con- 
voying the king to and from Holland. The fame con- 
du6l and the fame confequence took place the following 
y£ar. In 1701 affairs began to wear a more ferions 
a^fped, and Shovel was again appointed to the ftation he 
had before held ; but the adu^l commencement of hoftili^ 
ties was deferred till after the death of William. On 
the fucceflion of Annq, fir Cloudefly was held, as he had 
been by her predeceffor, in the higheft cfteem, h^ was ap- 
pointed to a command^ and proihoted to be admiral of 
the white. 

In the autumn of 1702 he was again called into aSive. 
fervice. On the 1 6th of Oftober he joined the fleet, thca 
at Vigo, with a fquadron of neJar twenty fail, and was left 
by fir G. Rooke to bring home the treafure and prizes 
taken by him at that place. This fervice he performed 
with a fuccefs fuperior to what could poflibly have been 
hoped for, or expeded, confidering the difabled ftate of his 
fquadron, the encumbrance of the captured (hips, and the 
hazard of entering the Britifli Channel with a numerous 
fleet, in fo unfavourable a time as the month of November. 
The following year he commanded in chief in the Mediter- 
ranean, where the latenefs of his equipment, and the pe- 

♦ If we except that in the. year 1699 he was appointed com]>troIIcr 
of the navy vi^ualling accounts, and alfo colonel of the marine regi* 
ment, to which he was appointed on the 3d of March iSgy^ as fuc* 
ctffot to the lord Berkele^r, then juft deceased. In the month of July 
1698, he convoyed king Wi Hum to Holland, and from thence to 
England in November following. 

rcmptory 
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twmftxHTf orders vndter which he W98 laid for hid almoft 

iiDiiiediate return, prevented his peiformiAg any farther 
iervice than that of encouraging the frien<fe) and intimi- 
dating the enemies of his country hy his nrefence. In the 
year 1704 he commanded the Tan of the combined fleet 
m the adion off Malaga, the particulars of which ate not 
Iteceflary to be repeated here, as they have been already 
itkted at large in the life of ftr George Rooke*. 

On the 6th ^ January 1764-5, he was appointed rtar« 
addniral of England, and on the 15th of May following- 
CQ«imander-in. chief in the Mediterranean, where, through 
tbf very great ailiftance rendered the army by the fleet 
under his comnii^nd, king Charles was put into pofleilion 
«£ the city of Barcelona* In the following year he was 
cofttinued iii the fame command; but from the unac- 
cennlablc 4ii^torinefs of the Dutch, and other caufes, the • 
Beet did not (ail from Torbay till the firft of Odober, 
ilii^er thef^ circumfiances little fervice could be expe3e4 
irom it for that year; apd as misfortune generally attends 
dreky, A> did a violent ftorm d^fper fe the fleet on its paf-* 
fige tp Lifbonii and render it flill lefs capable of a&iog 
ag^inft the enemy. During the t^e neceflTary for the 
le-equipment of fuch fhips as had received damage, and 
while tlie feafon of the year forbad any farther naval 
operations, fir Cloudefly had to combat w^th a new fpecies 

* ILxcept tbat no wan ever more delfnred the apph^fe of hi^ 
cwratrymen, as no on^ ever took greater psins to acquire it. H^ 
letter, which is publiibed at length m the annah of f^ucen ^nne^ ^ ^ 
cufious unaffe^ed accouQt of this celebrated a£lioa. It is truly c^ii- 
lafierHlic of bis noble fmrit, and contiary to tbe infinuations of fome 
a«tbors, nrhik be fpesKS with all becoming modefiy and real regret 
«f bk att baYifig fo great a ibare in the a^ion as he wiihed, be at 
the fane time bcflpws thofe juft ent<)fniums pn tbe behaviour of the 
liavc fir Georj^e Rooke, his conamander-iQ-chief; which even the 
inveterate fpirit of party calumny has hardly dared to witbold.-^ 
iDampbell lAferves^ *• Sir Cloudefly Shoyel, with the van of the 
' ifnghfe fleet, narrowly efcaped being fnrroimded by the French : bu^ 
is George Rooke perceiving their defign^re down nmnediately to 
ttis aS fiance : which feafonijble fuceour Shovel] returned in tbe latter 
|A»t of ihe engaoetnent, when feveral fbips of the adiairars divifiol^ 
Jbeing Ibrced out of the line for want of ammunition he very gallantly 
MDe iu io their aid. .As to taking to faimfelf the merit of beating 
»e French fleet it was not in his nature^ be kneiif hit i^i^s^ 9?ei(it. and 
to aduuralX and 4idiu(licc to batbV^ 

9C 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



of 9Xit^gpti&, the itifolence and caprice of the Portiqguele* 
This difpute originated in (btne improper condudof cftm 
of the youBger princes of the royal family; but by fir 
Cloudefly's firmnefis and magnanimity thie matter waf 
.qtiickly ferminated, and with the titmoft eclat both to the 
nation and himfelf. 

In the enfuing fummer he co-operated, as fin* as ivas ifi 
liis power, with the duke of Savoy at the ficge of Toulon ; 
and if Ae fame zeai for the fcrvice of his country, which 
bad tmifomily marked his condu^ through lite, ooold 
have enfured lucccsfs in this, alas! his laft enter^rize^ every 
thing that was glorious, or advantageous to tne common . 
caufe would have crowned his undertakinff. This fuc* 
cefs, however, Providence, and what is called the chance of 
war, denied him. And^ after having convoyed intoiecu«*> 
rity that army for which he fruitlefly attempted to procure 
yi&ory, and provided for the fafety of Italy, he prepared 
to return to England ; but, which is one of thofe truths . 
which muft ever give the hiftorian pain to rdate, thtt 
Aflbciation, on board which (hip the admiral was^ to^ . 
iAkt with two other men of war, one of feventy and ano- 
ther of fifty guns, were unfortunately loft on the rocks of 
Scilly on the evening of the 22d of OAober 1707. Thus 
perimed the gallant fir Cloudefly Shovell in tlie 57tb year 
of his age *. 

There 

* ** Pfymouth, Odober a8. Her majefty's ihip the Saliftafy, 
tOiMundkd by captdn Holier, is come into oar found, tad batb a- 
hem4 the body oi fir Cloudefley Shovell, which wai taken up under 
the rocks of St. Mary'i." ' 

'* Whitehall, December 3 1 . On the tad inftant was performed 
the incerment of fir Cloudefly Shovell, who was onfonunately loft in 
the Aibciation on the rocks called the Biibop and Clarks, i>ff Scilly, 
on the ftfid of Odober laQ, and ht^ body taken op under the roeka of 
St. Mary's. He was, at the time of his death, rear-admtral of Great 
Britain, and admiral and commander-in-cbtef of her ttajefiy*! fleet| 
bac of the Council to bis roval highnefs )>nnce George of Denmark, 
an ^poiatment with which he was honoured on the 95th of June proi* 
licdiag his death, one of the elder bfochen of the Trinit]^ Hoafeof Dept^ 
fiard Stroiid, and one of the governors of the ro)^al hofpital for the amin* 
tenance of a^d and di fabled feamen at Greenwich . He acouitted him» 
Islf in thefeSatiooswith an anivcrfal repuutton; and throo^ the whole 
eondnd of his life was hoqouired for a certain peculiar franknefs and 
iMmefiy of behaviour. The body, after having lain in (Ute for many 
iiayiy was sonveycd, at the ^icen's expence> from hi» late dwelling* 
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There is a particular circumftance attending his death, 
for which we are indebted to the right honourable lord 
Romney, his grandfon ; and being hitherto known to very 
few perfons only, is, confequently, fo much the more 
interefting. 1 he admiral was not drowned ; but, after 
having reached the fliore in fafety, was according to the 
confeffion of an ancient woman, by her treacheroufly and 
inhumanly murdered. This atrocious aft (he, many 
years afterjwards, when on her death bed, revealed to the 
minifter of the parifh who attended her ; declaring ftie 
could not die in peace till (he had made this confeffion. 
She acknowleged having been led to commit this horrid 
deed for the fake of plunder; and that flie then had in her 

SoiTeffion, among other things, an emerald ring, which 
le had been afraid to fell, left it (hould- lead to a difco- 
very. This ring, which was then delivered to the mini- 
fter, was by him given to James, earl of Berkeley, (in pof- 
feffion of whofe family it now remains) at his particular 
requeft, fir Cloudefly Shovell and himfelf having lived on 
the terms of the moft intimate friendfhip. The manner 
of his death, as well as the difcovery of the ring, is related 
differently by Campbell and others ; but from the channel 
through .^hich the communication was made, we have 
every reafon to conclude this account h undoubtedly moft 
authentic *. 

To 

houfe in Soho-fquare, to the Abbey of Weftrainftcr, where it was 
interred with ail the pomp and magnificence fuitable to fo mournful 
VI occaiion, and her majeily's high regard to the remains of fo brave 
and faithful an officer." 

* The following account of iir Cloudefly is taken from a little 
book intitled, *' A Confolatory Letter to Lady Shovel." It is fup* 
po(ed to be erroneous as to fome of the fads fiated in it ; but as it 
contains many judicious obfervations on his charader, and as the book 
from which it isabridgedis become exceeding rcarce,it cannot be thought 
improper in us to infert it. The fentences printed in italics afford us 
inrormation we do not el fe where meet with; yet while family 
tradition and the very refpeflable teflimony of Campbell and others 
induce us on one hand to difcredit a part of this account, we cannot 
help obferving on the other, that it carries withitfuchan appearance 
of authenticity as forbids us to defpife it totally. 

*' As to the admiral, he was born, in 1650, in the county of Norfolk, 
of an ancient family, chiefly coniiderable for loyalty and plain down* 
right honcfly, which were therefore natural and hereditary toiirClou* 

defly; 
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To delineate the charafter of this brave, and, only in 

his 

dc% ; nor was it inconfiderabU/dr e/late, though that was leflened hf 
their faithful adherence to king Charles I. of ever bleffed memoiy. 
However the good old gentlewoman, fir C.'s mother, being ftitt 
alive, enjoys no contemptible competency, which has been trcaymUed 
for many^yearst from father tofon^ in the family ; and being by her (on^ 
(jr C. redeemed from fome incumbrances, was, by his natural affSec- 
tion, continued entire to his mother. Cloudeflv was the fecond foti 
of the family, which was a numerous one, but tne reft all died young 
when he was about thi rteen . Sir Chrifiopher Myngs being then an adm^ 
ral, and mqft famous in his time, coming to vifit this family, to wkicli he 
was related, defired to have the education of one of toeir Jons under 
him in the royal navy ; and as he was an excellent judge ofperfons, foon 
obfervedfomething extraordinary hopeful andpromifing in young Clouaefly^ 
who readily and chearfully agreed to go under him, as a gentleman *volu9^ 
teer in the feet: and Great Britain being quickly after engaged in a bloody 
war with the Dutch, our young hero foon found occaf on to diftinguyk him^' 
f elf in battle", andfo became remarkable for valour^ as he told been befoirt 
for virtuous and modefi deportment* 

" His parents having carefully trained him uf tofuch learning as their 
country fchools afforded, fr Chrifiopher quickly Jaw that there was afoun» 
dationjit enough to receive and bear a noble hiperflru&ure, which fr Chrif- 
topher began to raife, and was afterwards completed by (the nc^fc^• 
enough to be commended) fir John Narboroueh, who, upon the ex- 
perience of Shovel's eminent courage, condua, and fweet temper, 
foen advanced him from one poft to another, until he became one of 
the moft confiderable captains in the fleet. 

" Sir John, who was not only very difcerning of men's abilities 
and meritsj but alfo very juft and bountiful in rewarding of them, 
having then a great and well-deferved intereft with the court, recom* 
mended, with great earneftnefs to the duke of York, then lord high 
admiral of England, and to king Charles the Second, captain Shovel, 
as a perfon that well underftood wherein the true honour and intereft 
of his king and country confifted, and as a man that would heartily 
and fteadily endeavour to promote it. Thefc two royal brothers 
(whom their greateft enemies muft own to have been excellent judges 
of fea officers) advanced him to pofts of great honour and truft, 
whereof he always retained a juft and grateful fenfe. But though he 
greatly loved king James's perfon, yet he had an equal averfion to his 
religion, fo that being a£luated by the di£lates of his conftience, hi| 
gratitude and loyalty to his royal mafler and benefa£ior, could never 
move him beyond that fuperior duty which he owed to the eftabliflied 
religion and laws of his country; for this reafon only he was prevailed 
upon xojlrike in with the intcreft of king William foon after his ad- 
vancement to the throne : and that prince was fo wife as to honour 
him with knighthood', as well as to reward and encourage his merits with 
placesof great truft and profit, which herprefent majefty (whom God 
long preferve) did, for the fame rcafons, not only continue but in- 

creafc 
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his deatb''^, unforttmate mafty ^ould be ufefefs evisn Wetw 
his gallantry^ prudence and experience recorded in ti0 
other way than in the fdregoing^ery fliort^and, foifry arc 

M > ■ ■' » ■ ' ' ■ ' -^-T-^ ■ ' * ■ ' ! ' 

ilrteft andmoFtipl^ to bim while h^ lived; amd: aftcrwal^ hfmouttit 
tk OMflBdry wttb a- moMf penvpoiis faneral tkufi e»er/ulje& had before. 
The great honoiir» and prefennents to whitb be arrived Were but the 
juft rewards of bis greater anions and virtues \ and yet he as induftri** 
oailv avoided tbcfe and all popular applaufe, asotber« grafpat them 9 
for indeed bia laft and higbeft promotton upon earfb was mama^nel^ 
forced upon him ; aod it was not widK>u« reludance that beacefcpted 
it. 

^ In private life be was ever diflinguifhed as a moil amhble eba^ 
taSer, whether confidered as a ptfrent^ an hufband, or a mafter of t 
iuaWyi fo that it is remarked ot him, few men lived more beloVed, or 
died mtire lamented. His ftri£l attention to the difetpline of th^ feiw 
^oe«' r<i(ed asiinft bim^ among the feamen, a charge of aufterity be 
little defcrved j as^ it \t univer&lly admitted, no man ever pofifemid « 
iBore humane heart: and the following letters afibid lis a very fufficient 
ffSOdL of bia humility. 

Extraft o£ a letter to Mr. Vernon. 

** Swififure, in the Downs, 17 May i6^« 
*< Rigiit bonottrable, 
** Before I came to the ffeet it was talked that I (hould be removed 
IP the admiralty board; I then folidted my lord Orford, that hr would 
be fo far my friend as to let me continue at the navy board, frooi 
whence, if I fell, my fall would be cafy. 

" I hear my lord Orford is out of all his eo^ploynaents ; and Hill 
the report holds that I Ihall remove from the navy to the admiralty 
boaid. If fuch a thing bd deiigned (as I hope it is not) I bumUy 
and b^rtily beg you will excufe n>e to his majeAy^ I an now ea^ 
and qiuet in an unenvied employment ; but to pot me into the adim*' 
wdty is to fct me up where 1 am pretty fure to be tumbled down— ^ 
tf^iordOrJwd cannot Jlandt zohoft fervica have bt&kfo anxneKt^ z^iat 
tmipoar iexpe&f 

** I know your goodnefs will excufe my impertinence; and I ho|ie 
you will ever give me leave to fubfcribe myfelf, 
<< mght honourable, 

" your moft obedient and humble (enrant^ 

'• C. S.*» 

flscaaa of a letter froih fir Cloudefly Shovel, to the earl of Orford, 

** I do hear, from feveral bands, that the report dill continues, that 
I (ball be removed to the admiralty. I have written to fecretary Ver^ 
Hon, to delire be will excufe me to bis Majefly } and do beg ot your 
lordiOiip, if yoiimeet the fecretary inyourwalKs, that you will engage 
bim to excufe roe. I know your lordihip can do any thing with hini| 
ke baying exprefled much honour and fnendihip for your lordihip." 

6 W9 
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^ to add^fcom theconfined limits of the prefentwort,im* 

{)erfeft iketch of the moft prominent tranfaflions of his 
ife. But when nations and (oVereigns have born ample 
teftimony to them all^ the feeble pen of the hiftonan 
becomes, as it were, unncceflary. The arms he bore 
* were granted to him, by order of ^ueeiv Anne, in 
commemoration and honoUr'of his well-fcnown gallantry 
at Tripoli, and his repeated fuccefles againft the French. 
He married the widow of his patron fir John Narborough^ 
by whom he left two daughters, Elizabeth ; firft marned 
to Robert, lord Romney, and fecondly to John, earl of 
Hyndford; and Anne* firft married to the hoiioutable 
Thomas Manfel, eldeu fon to lord Manfel, and fecondly 
to John Blackwood, Efqt, 

STONE, William,— was, on the i6th of Julv 1677, 
appointed commander of the Fanfan yacht. He does not 

* Twocfttfeeats audi »fleur«<lt-iis. 

f A iB«gniii<sent monument has been erede<l to Ins memory tft 
Wefiminfl«F-abbey, bearing the foUowiog infcnptioQ : an iofcriptiaa 
much cenfured by Mr. Addi fon and with great juilice, as acquainting 
us only with the mode of his death, inftead of celebrating the manyre^ 
varkable a6lioiis he had performed in the fervice of his country. 

SrrCLOUDESLY Shovell, knight, 

Rear-admiral of Great Britain, 

And admiral and commander-in-chief of the fleets 

The juft rewards / 

Of his long and faithful fervices : 

He was 

Defcrvedly beloved of his country ; 

AimI efteemed, though dreaded, by the enemy, 

Who had often experienced his condu^ and courage^ 

Being ihipwreckt 

On the rocks of Scylly, 

In his voyaee from Thoulon, 

The 22d of OSober 1707, at night. 

In the 57th year of his age. 

His fate was lamented by all» 

But efpecially the 

Seafaring part of the natioui 

To whom he was 

A generous patron and a worthy exampla* 

?His body was flung on the ihore 

And buried, with others, in the fands^. 

But being foon after taken up, 

Was placed under this monument, 

Which his royal mifirefs has caufed to be ere^ed 

To commemorate 

Hit fieady loyalty and extraordinary virtues. 
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appear to have had any other cemmiflion till the 5th of 
September 1688, when he was made captain of the Charles 
and Henry firefhip. In this command he was unfortu- 
nately drowned at Plymouth on the ioth of November 
1689. 

TRELAWNEY, William, — ^was appointed lieutenant 
of the John and Thomas in 1665. On the commence- 
ment of the fecond Dutch war in 1672, he was made 
third lieutenant of the Prince ; and, in the follovnng year, 
firft lieutenant of the Centurion. On the 9th of March 
1674, he was removed into the Swallow; and on the 28th 
of April 1675, into the Briftol. On the 26th of January 
^677, he was promoted to the command of the Lark fri- 
gate. We find him employed, in the month of March 
1678, to bring over from Holland a part of colonel 
Legge's (afterwards lord Dartmouth's) regiment, Imr 
mediately after his return he was put under the orders of 
fir Robert Robertfon, who was fent with a fmall fqua- 
dron, to the weftwaid, to watch the motions of the 
French fleet. We have no information relative to him 
after this time. 

TYRREL, John, — was the third fon of fir Timothy 
Tyrrel, knight, by Elizabeth, fole daughter and heirefs 
of James Uflier, archbifhop of Armagh. He'was ap- 
pointed lieutenant of .the Kefolutioa in 1665. In the 
year 1672 he was made lieutenant of the Leopard, and in 
1674 of the Dragon. On the i6th of January 1677, he 
was promoted to the command of the Drake. On the 
3d of April 1680, he was removed into the Orange Tree, 
and was re-appointed to the fame veflel on the 13th of 
April 1682. On the 23d of February 1683-4, he receiv- 
ed, from lord Dartmouth, who was then admiral of the 
fleet fent to Tangier, a commiffion to command the Ox- 
ford. He was removed into the Phoenix on the ift of 
June following, and fent to the Eaft Indies, where he 
continued till i687« On the 4th of September i688, he 
was appointed to the Morduunt. Entering Ijeartily into 
thofe meafures which effefted the revolution, he was con- 
tinued, by king William, in the command of the fame 
veflel. 

In the month of Odober 1689, he narrowly efcaped 
being captured by a fquadron of twelve French fliips of 
5 . war. 

1 
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Wat". He was then cruifing z ftnall diftahce tb thfe weft- 
Ward of Scilly, in company with the Forefight and Lively. 
^en of the enemy's (hips chaced the FdrefighV ilrtd Mor- 
tlaunt, while two purfuetf theilvely, which was unfortu- 
nately taken after a bf oadii^e^Gan the enemy which car- 
ried away her main-tot)-maft. Captain Tyrrcl and his 
companion happily efcaped by dint pf fteady managements 
although ihey were, at one time, within Ifefs than 'guha> 
ftot 0? the enemy. He cbntinlted to <ihiffe feme tim^ 
after this off the coaft of Ireland, ahd was fucccfsjful both 
in proteditig the€dnn¥iercebf4:he Englffli and in captur* 
ing Softie of thfc eriemy's veflcls and pnValcersi 

Aft^r fcil rietnrn into port ih the mohth of April, he Was 

SromOted t6 the Aiine, a third rate b( fevehty gunt. Thii 
inpyAr^ one of thfe fleet under the command of the earl 
tof TorHngtoA W the unfortunate battle ofFBcachy Head. 
The tnoft fetal confequence attending it bn the part of the 
£tfgUfh, enclttfive of the fitppofed difgtacci-was the de^ 
JlrufUon of this fhip. Tyrrel defended himftlf> hoVr^t 
cvcrV'^^vi^fh th6 gr^ateft bravery ♦ But the Anne having 
i'oft all her mafts, and being alfo much damaged in her 
hilll, was forced on ihore ih Rye Bay iht day after the 
feftion*^ The Fiiench adtairal fent two firefhips tobtitti 
her, but captain T'ytrel prevented this part of the dilgrac* 
t>y vdkintihly fettihg fire to her himfelfi 

So little did Ms re^utafion fiiflfer by this misfbtttine, that 
iie was fooh afterwards appointed td the Oflbry, & fecond 
tate of ninety gtins; a5 ^ kind of palliative to the dhkgHn 
feVery gallant fnah> hoWevfcr ndbly ht may have fulfilled 
his duty, muft feel at fuch ah event. He had ample fa- 
iisfaftioh of the enemy at the battle off La Ho^e, where 
he wa5 prefent and warttily engaged. He died in Londori 
on thc-6th of December IbHowirigi having till then re- 
tained the command of the Oflbry; 

WHTST^pKj'Johnj-^was^ in 1673^ apt>ointed fecond 
lieuteilant^f l^it Fairfax, ' and foon afterwards of the 
Advice. . Qn the 2pth of October 1677^ he was piro* 
inoted, by fir John Narfoorough^ to the command of the 
i>3iXc Tret prixe* 



VoL..ir- e ARTrttfft^ 
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Arthur, Robert, — was made commander <>f the 
Preventer floop on the 2oth of Janu.ary 1678.- Ontha 
4.th of February following he was retaoved i.i«o the Rich- 
mond yacht. He continued to comnnuind this veffel manj^ 
years; and had no other commiifion till the 30th of 
Augud t688,' when he was appointed captain pf the 
6iiernfey. His name does not occur in the fervice after 
the revolution, although he is known t^^have commanded 
a fhip, or (hips, of the line during tb^ reign of king 
William.. He was living,^ but unemployed^ in. 1699. 
He i« faid^ to have died at BarbadoeSy but at wh^t parti'* 
eular time is not known. 

AIRE, }ames,^ — ^was appomted captaivi af the £)ept7 
ford ketch on the 28th of May 1678. He was much 
efteemed for his (kill and fijppofed knowledge as a pilot ^ 
and this opinion unfortunately proved his ruin. Wherf 
Ae duke of York^ afterwards king James the Second^ 
went to Scotland in the year i-6ia, he thought proper to 
JO by feay and a fmali fquadro» was ordered to attend 
;>im. He himfelf embarked on board the Gloucefter/ 
Of the lofs of this (hip a particular account has been al- 
ready given in the lives of (ir John Berry and cantata^ 
Gunman*'; but we (hall fubjoin the following extraa:,rc- 
iative to captain Aire, from the duke of York's Memoirs 
written by hirtifelf t. Aire was difmiffed the fervice. 

• Vol. 1. pages 152 and 226. 
' + •♦ The duke went in the Glouccftcr frigate;- and» through the 
Maikilfulners or treachery of captain XyrevUie pilot, whawas after- 
'wards tried' and condemned fof- it. Was in great Ganger of ihipwreck'. 
Ayre's intention was to follow the collitfr's road; bfetWixt the coaft 
and (and iSanksv but the comipandcn^trere againftit'and ordered kim 
to go oat to fea, thinking to clear them all: but he flill pcffiflec^-;^ 
tack, fancying he had time enough to go within tKc banks': at la^ 
leave was given him, when the commanders thought themfelves far 
enoush out at fda to go beyond thc^m all. But. they were deceived;- 
for, loon after, th6 fliip firUck oiy the hcOum and'Qre, near Yafmobth 
Mads*'* 

, AttEN, 
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ALL£N, Thomas,— was, as is fuppbfed by fotoe, thfi 
bnly.fon of admiral fir Thomas Allen. He firft entered 
into the navy, in 1673, as lieutenant of the Prince^ at that 
time the flag-fliip of the brave fir Edward Spragge; Aftef- 
the death of thfrt great commander he was taken, in the 
fame year, by, princr, Rupeit, to be his lieutenant in th^ 
Sovereign; x)n the. 26th of March 1678, he was pro- 
moted to. the commajhd of the Ruby. . On the 15th of 
April 1679, he /failed for Bilboa. He returned, froih 
thence in the following month j and in June failed forthte 

.Streights vrith a fleiet 6t merchant fliips undet his, convoy ; 
and returneci from thence alone in the month of Auguft;: 
In tne iijohth of March 1680, he was fent to Lifbon \yitH 
the Portuguefe AmBaffador ; and in June following, failcrf 
witK a, reinforcement of troops for Tangier i On the! 
6th of November 1.689, he \^as removed ihto the Qiiakir 
ketch ; from t^hich time we meet with nothing relative 
to him till after.ihe revolution : foon after which he com- 
manded the Kingfiftier. He died on the 3d of May 
1690^ in the Hdpe;.- ■. , < ' t 

. AYLMERi Matthewi Lord;— was the fecond fon bf 
fir Chriftopher Aylmer^'jof' Balrath,' in the county of 
Meath in Ireland. At his firft entrance iiitd life he wai' 
employed to raife a body of foldiers, in-thi province «f 
Munder, for the fervicc and defence of the ftates of Hol- 
land, againft Louis the. Fourteenth, At the conclufion^f 

. the waf ,* the farce* being difbandsd, Mr. Aylmer became 
page to ;the celebrated duke of Buckingham, who fending 
him to fea, in 1678 he was.ifiade lieutenant of the Charles 

; galley ; and^yas^' on the 9th of Januafy 1678-9, promoted 
to be commander of the Chatham floop. ,. On the j6th of 
November 1 679^, he was removedto th^ Date Tree prize ; 

. ^nd on the 5th bf May following into the Caftle firelhip^ 

. On the 17th of July he \yas made comjpfiander, of the 
Swan, and ffent to T^ygier* On the lothof Januar^ 
1681-2, he was removed into the Tyger. prize,* and f?nt 
iome with the articles of peace concluded between adn^Jra! 
Herbert and the Algerines. On tjie ::i(t of June 1685; 
^e was appointed to the Mediterranean ; on the 27th 
September following fo the Charles galley ; on the ift pf 
Odobcf 1688,' he was pikde captain 6f the Swallow; 
tod •a the a2d »f Dacember of the Mary. While he. 

e a ^obi- 
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conamandcd the Swallow, : he capturcdoht oTthi fiffeU 
1)clonging to the prince of Orange's fleet. Shr.hadF.oH 
'board four companies of' foot belonging to colonel Bs- 
bington's regiment, and was certain^, the fdoft coi^e- 
quential prize taken pending the enterprife.* -This ci^- 
cumftance is, at lead, foflicientt^ prove, thitjiopoliticii 
perfuafions can rndoce a man of real hbnouV to. betray his 
trud. Aylm'er is known to here been^'in bifc heart, zea*^ 
loaSy attached to thofeprinciplfes. which efFefteAthdmeya- 
Intiort : he is even chai|y^ with' a defigii of aftenipting txx 
feizelord Dartmoitfh: and, notwithftandii^.thisteii^ei, 
he relaxed not in the fmalleft degree fraol that condu£l^ 
which might hare been expefied. from the waxoaeftfiieiid 
'and perfonal partisan of |ames the Second. 

Joining in the revolution, he commanded the Royal 
'^Kathei-ine, a fecond rate of eighty- two gbns, one of xth 
ftconds to fir Ralph Delaval at the battle off ficaehy Head ; 
and iti the enfuinig year was ient commodore of a fqua-^ 
.dron,- confifting of fourteen fail, ta confirm the peace 
with the Barbary ftates, and to convoy home the Smyrnsi 
fleet ; both which fervices he -effedually performed. He 
carryed his convoy {afe into Briftol, whence they 'wei« 
efcorted into the Channel by admiral Raiflel and the 
grand fleet. At the battle off La Hc^c he was one of 
admik-al Ruflcrs feconds; in which flation he acquitted 
■ himfdf with the utmoft gallantry. He was appointed 

• xear-adminil 6f the red on the 8th of Fekniary I093,:atid 
^ hoifted hl»^w oh boani the Sovereign^ a iirft rate of oife 

hrimdred gunsV This was the cckhmted year when -the 

* command of the ilect was ptct into commrfliidn *.. Tt ia- 
-memorable alfo for the mfsfortune that'befel omr Smyrna- 
convoy off Cadiz, while the grand fleer Was amnfing itfiSf 
in a harmlefe crHifc off Ulhant. No Blame, however^ 

^ is hnputable^ on this occafionr even to the admrraUoom^' 
\miffioners ; much le& is any parr of that mifc3Priage 
chargeable on the rcar-idmiralj whawas-then only in a« 
' ftibordinate fliation . 

♦^Hcory KiUcgrcn^, Efq. y /...• ; 

.Sir Ralph C^Iaval, IC^t. f BciQ|g the C<Nnfl|ini»n«rs« 
Sir Cioudcfly Shovel, Kat. 1 
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Early in the folloivlng year* he was promoted to be 
vlcei-adniiral of the blue : in that flation he continued tp 
fcrvc during the rcipainder of the war. He was fent to 
the Me^iterraiiean the fame year with admiral RufleJ, 
wjio being tajcen ill of a flux at Alicant, the chief com*- 
.mand of the rflcet. devolved on the viceradoiiral. But the 
French ftudipufly avoidiog ^n a£iion» after the fevese 
chafiifement they bad. experienced at La Hogue, w^ have 
nothing memorable to record, nor. is this obfervation lo 
be confined .merely to admiral Ayltner, but extended aU6 
to many of hiscptempqrary conom^nderSy to whom we ate 
at the lame time aflured, to the ad of ^giialifing^ them* . 
felves nothing was ever wanting but the opportunity. 
To relate fucb particulars as we have bce;a able lo collca. 
In tl^e month pi May 1696, he commanded the fquadron 
which convoyed king WilUam to Holland, .that monarch 
i^mbarking with, the admiral on boajxl the Elizabeth. 
Immediately ob his retvrn Aylmer failed to the weilwafd 
to join the Channel fleet, under fir George. Rooke: and 
when it returned into port for the. winter, Aylmer again 
fail^ fcH* Holland to convoy the king back to England. 
Ill 1 679. he was appointed comipander of ^ fmall fquadron 
fent to cruife off the coaft of France, till the peace of 
.ByCwic was. fully concluded, in l6gS he was.promoted 
to be vice-admiral of the red and commander-in-chief.of 
the fquadron on the mediterranean ftrvice. He hoifled 
his flag on bpard th^ Boyhe ,on the i8th of Auguft, and 
bailed from Spithead.on tne loth of September following. 
Contrary winds and ftormy weather much ' retarded his 
prPg-cfs, fo that he did riot arrive at Cadiz till the i5fh 
of vftober. He,\vintercd in that port, and did not fajil 
from thence till the mpnjh. of march following, when k% 
. repaired to AJgier&t. The I>ey received him with the 
greatdt cordiaUty, paid him the higheft honours, aod 

M l ^ 1 I ■ \ ■■ , I. ' .. I ■ ■■ - . I « y y 

'«:Hewatar the fi^me t>ni9 appotncQd onf of the cxtni«^omml& 
. fioaefsoftheoaVv* • * 

f Admiral A]ruDerw^fe9t into^the Medkcrra^evi prtncipallyta 
CDb^rita Ibe ireatiet wnhthe rrgenQiei of Tunis, Tripoli, and Algtets. 
>Io notice of ihisurcuniftaD^eti/UJken by any other nava) btHoTiini 
than Lediard, which is ibmewhat e^tniDtdinaiy. T>ie hifti Peerage 
confounds thi« command wnb hb former Qil9> waller admiral. Ruftl^ 

in tbpfc f<fw» ^ 

V 3 according 
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according to the Turkifli cuftopi of making prcfents i^ 
thbfe with whom they are in friendship, fent fome fine 
3Barbary horfes to king WiHiam. This part of his mif^ 
fion being happily fulfilled/the admirafl repaired to TuniSj^ 
*vhere He was received, if pdiFible, with ftill greater ho- 
nours ; and was* equally hippy in his' negotiation. Tho 
fame fuccefs attended him at Tripoli. Having thus ful- 
filled the chief obj eft of the 'expedition, he vifited 
Leghoril, Genoa, and Alicant 5 at a^l 'which places he was 
received With the higheft refpeft. He returned to{Jadiz 
on the iift of September^ ahd arrived off Plymouth '6r\ 

the 17th of the following month. v 

In the year 1 699, on the refignation of the earl of 
• Orford^ admiral Aylmer quitted the'fervlce on account (as 
It is faid) of *Mr. Churchill, who had alfo Retired fome 
years before, being appointed a commiflioner of the ad- 
ftiiralty. In the year 1701 he wa« made governor of 
De^l caftle\ and havinig in pvery other refpeft t continued , 
to live fecluded fi'oni public life ^till after the death ot 
prince George of Denmark, and the confequent retire- 
ment of admiral Churchill, he was, on the 12th of.No- 
vember 1709, appointed admiral and commandefrin-chief 
of the fleet. ' . " . . » • ? 

* Wc have thp follovipg account in a Iciter from Leghorn, dated 
June 12, N.S. 11^99., ' . . 

'* By a Tartane, whicK arrived here two days ago from Tunis, yft 
baye an account that aTquadron of Engli^ men of war, \inder the 
pommand of admiral Aylmer, came to an anphor in that bay iri thebe- 
• ginning of the laft month. The Bejj of Tpnis was then ip the country ; 
but as Toon ^s He heard of their arrival he came tp Tunis and we;ot cin 
hoard the B6ync, Syh^re he and his attendar^ts were nobly entertainei), 
*nd a great many giins fired hy the men of war. T<he 6cy was crxtreamiy 
pfeafcd, and gave AdmiVal AyliSneir feveral Turkifh borftsx and other 
prefents to the reft of the Eilglifli cominaaders.and o^h^r). And as a. 
further demqnftration of his refpcd and veneVation fpr his majefty of 
Great Britaift and bh affefiHonto the Englifli nation, he has ttfken 6^ 
the 5 per cent, the Engliih paid before^ for the merchandizes they im- 
ported there, and gave fifiv 'Chriftiatx flaves their liberty, feveral -of 
whom arc come hiilier in" t'be Tartane tUat brotight this newsy the reft, 
fcmaining on board the Englifli m^n of war. . On the 30th of tke 
iaft month admiral Aylmer failed oiit of Tunis bay for Tripoli.'*' 

i Except tjiat he lecved.as reprefentative in parliament tor Dover, 
i\ir\fiQ the chief part of queen Anne's reign. ' • > 
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In the month of July following, having convoyed feve- 
lal of our outward-bound fleets clear of the home Cfuifers, 
he fell in with a fmall French convoy bound for Marti- 
nicD and Newfoundland. But nbtwithftanding he imincT 
riiately ordered three of his beft failing fhips to chac« 
a-head, and followed them with the reft of his force, he 
was ttftfortunate enough, through the hazynefs of the 
weather, to be able to fecure only one merchant- man 
(taken by the Affurance) and the Superbe of fifty-lix 
giiiis, wlflch ftfuck, after an hour's aftion, to tiie Kent : 
tiie fenjainder of the enerny's ftiips, confifting of thirteen 
isLil q{ m<grch4nf-men and the Concord frigate of thirty 
guns efcaping. He was fucceeded the following year bjr 
fir John Leake, to whom he himfelf had been fucceilor^' 
and' was not again appointed to aqy command during the 
reien of queen 4^ine. 

boon after the acceflion of king George the Ffrft he 
was*again made admiral and commander-in-chief of the 
fleet, and yery foori after appointed governor of Green- 
wich hoipital, rangef of the park, and keeper of his maje- 
i}y*s palace at that place., i bp war, hovyevcr, which was 
dcpedled to bfeal^ out at that time^, gave way to peaceable 
^oricils, and the rebellion in Scotland ' was totally^ 
Crufhed, In Deccm'ber 1716,* he cpn^manded the fleet 
>yhich convoyed his majefty back from Holland ; and on 
^e 17th of April 1717, was made commiliioney of the. 
;idmiralty ; in which poll he did not long continue. He 
^tutted it on the 19th of March in the enfuing year, 
1717-18. Bvirtg appointed rear-admiral of Great Britain!^ 
very foori after, Mav the'ift, 17 j8, h^, was created an 
Jrifli b^ron by the titU of lord Aylmer ; but did not long; 
enjoy thofc honours, as he died on the iSth day of Augult 

^720 1, l^Jiving behind him a, name which, though it may 
^ • , ^ • - . • . . '• ^^^ 

1 ' ' .\ . - 'j t ■ ■ ' ' • ' — ; r— ^-'^ — ; "' ' " ' ■ • : . .i f i 

♦ On the 5th of November 1714. 

*f The foltowing account is iele6)cd from Archdale's Breni^ o^ 
Ireland, aiid is infertcd as containing miiny ioterefting pantjcuiars 
vhich have oot hi ib^^rtp, occurred in aiiy otjier place. SoUve^iibem, 
^ave been already related in the life juilgivefi. 
' << Matthev, the fecoind Ton of (ir Chndopher Aylmer, of Bnlrath, 
in the roign of Chariei the Second » vas employed 10 raife foldiers ij» 
Munflcr, to be tranfpaned to HolUM, for the fcrvice of the Aites 
J2aii(l (he FrcQch. In (his bufincfs he expended above 400 1. of his 
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not be (o eminently diftinguiihcd fpr fplendid e^^ploits at 
tliat of fome of his cotemporaries, may at leaft he faid to. 
have pafled through the moft troublefome days, through 
<he fieiy prdea^ of party, and cla^nouxsof faftion, without 
meritijig repro^^ph or in<;ujrring obloquy. 

. HhAGGjf 

i ' > * ■ ! ' . ' i ■ ' i; ■ ' j p ' f I .J" ■ ■ ■ ' u ■ I ' I I .J. I . V ' U. .j. > . ' i^. i • ' ' "^ 
pmi fortune. But, after he bad completed his namberv feveral mif* 
fortunes happeniDg which caufed them all to mifcarry, he app^ed to; 
bis brother, ur Oerald, to affift him with money in'raifi;ig more men„ 
Vithout whic^ his credit beyond fee, and his fa; tunc were likelyto be 
abfolutely l(ift. 5>ir Gerald having fome time before perfefted a bond^ 
lor the payment of tool, to him, in foU difcharge of the reroaindcK' 
0f his portion left by his father upon the efiate, confented to advancB • 
that fum, and in amort tinie procurie4 160 men^^ whom, by his bro- 
tlier M^ttbey^^s dire£lion, heclpathed and maintained for three monlhS|. 
a't the cxpence of apovc*t5ol and, 'at bis rcqueft, laid put 300 1. more 
in purchaGng a fi^ip^ n^med the Philip of ^Al'^hitebaven, for tbeir paf. 
(Igc to Holland. Thefe forces, at the conclufion of the war, being 
4i^nded, Mr- Aylmer became a page to the duke of Buckingham,' 
l^bo fefit him tolea, wb^re be improved fo well, as to be advanced to^ 
the command of a ft.ip in the reign of James the. Second; and, after 
At e^g3^ge^^ent of La Hogue, \Yas conftitutcd, o,n the'Sth of February 
1^692*3, rear admiral of the red ftjuadion, and fent to the Mediterra- 
nean, where he gained a great deal of reputation,' by the treaties b^ 
,^nclu^t:d at Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli, 

.; ** .^f ^^* ^ ''**? ^^^y handfonae in his perfoo, of gpod underftand'^ 
ing, indefatigable in budnefs^ very zealous fpr the liberties of the peo- 
lile, and made a good figure in the parliament (whefein he fat, as one 
of the barpiisfor the pprtcl Dover^ from the year 1698 to his death )* 
ifi well as in the ll^t. 

\ «* In 170^ be wa^ made governor of Deal ^aftle; 31ft of O^ober 
^709, conflitutcrd 9, Iqrd commi^ooer of the admiralty; and^ ]i7th o^ 
IVovember fc^Up.^ying, made admiraland commanderviii.chief of he^ 
jjiajeiiy's flept; ip ynlch he was fuccceded, a7th January 1710, by fii». 
Iphn Leake Qn the ac^cflion of king George the Firft he was rein^ 
Bated iti that coqitnao^ tgth o€ OBober.]7i4i and to. November 
ipade governor of (b^ royal hofpiial at Greenvfich, keeper 6fbi» ma<r 
k'%'« palace the re, and ranger of the park« On the i6tb of April . 
i7J7( ne was ag^iu ^^ppo.in^ed a commiffione.r of the admiralty, 9ni 
:191b. <>r Varrt^ fear^adi^iralof %^ fleet; in ^bich momljL he-had-a^ 
Datept for i^e mafterQiip of Grcenwiiph hofpital for life; a, chalruable 
|buo4a^oQ,, ^bicb lie very much promoted, for tbe relief of ££iibied[ 
leameji! and fc^ px}fy feal, dated at Si. James> I2tb of April; to^ 
Iff patent Vft Maj/ J.7^8, ^s advanqe^i to th^ poar?ge o{ Ii^Im^ by titti 
title of k>rd A^'lmer of Bal rath. ' " . ', 

, ** After this advancement he i^as appointed, i« l7to, rea^adrnfral 
ff Great Britain, but died on tbe i8ch of Aiij||u(l that yeac; and bating 
iparricdSdiab^ ^g^btcr of £4«r>^ J^li^of LofH^» efo; b«d i^ue h^ 
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BLA^G, or. BLAGUPj William, — was appointed, 
(econd lieutenant of the Monmouth in 1673. He had nq 
other commilfion till the i6th of Qfldber 1677, at which 
time fir John Narbordugh, commander-in-cnicf in the. 
Mediterf aqeap,. took, him under his prote<Slion, and ap- 

S Dinted him firfl lieutenant of the PlymouTh, fir John's 
.ag fhip. He was promoted by the fame worthy patro% 
to the command of the Orange- tree frigate ph the 2 2d of 
February 167?. Yice-adiiiiral Herbert removed him, oa 
the 1 2th of April 1679, into the Sapphire; from which 
(hip he .was again remdvecl, on the 3d of May following, 
fejr fir John Narbbrdvigh, into the P ioenix. He was^ 
xe-commi Ironed to the lathe veffel on the r3th of Augull 
iS'j^. We find this fhIp employed principally as 4 
cruifer in the Channel ; and ^hat captain Blag£ was fent to 
Tangier, with a reinforcement of troops, in me month of 
June 1680*; ^nd, in "the month of November following^; 
with a convoy for the Canaries. ; We haVe not been able 
to learn. any QiherpahicuUi^s'relative to him. 

B0THAM# William, — was appointed lieutenant of 
the St* George in 1673. Gn the 23d of February 1675^ 
Jie was made fecond lieytenant of the Referve ; and, on 
ihe 5th of November 1677, firft lieutenant of the Rupert, 
On the 1 2th of April 1 678, he was promoted to the com-r 
mand of the Roebuck'; and in 1680 was removed into the 
Ann yacht. On the 2d of May 1682, he was appointed 
tp the Pearl frigate; on the i8th of April 1683, to the 
Orange Tree 4 and on the 27th of April 1687, was a 
fecond time made commander of the Pearl. After th<s 
revolution had taken place he was cordially received and . 
employed by king WilIiam>vvho promoted him to the Re- . 
jloration, a third rate of feventy guns: he coqiniandecl 
this fhig at the battle off Beachy nead, where he unfortu- 
nately was killed; eftablilhing, by his death,'that reputa^ 
tion he had, when living, always appeared zealous to ac-» 
quire. . . . , 

. BftOOM^, Satnuel,— was ^pointed lieutenant of the 
Zealand. He was not promoted to the rank of com- 

w " ■■ y t. ''' ji ' ■ !■ ■ ■ j '.- i ^ • «! !■ l i • ■ i i|.i ' li t ^ . .1 .^ 

her, wfio dieB'of aq apoplexy in November 1710, iwa dau^jhuro, 
Elizabeth, and Lucy (married to Hugh Fortefcue, o^ Filiey in Devon- 
ftire^.Efli; IW whom fhe bad l^latfhew, lord fortefcue, of Caiilehiil; 
$ie died at Jbbriqgt^At ^/tt^ ^Wt ^^ Gio<^eilcr« aTtb Jeb. 1767) 
Mdgricfon.'* 

iAaj;idar 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4t LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF 

inandcr till the year 1678^ when he was made captain o£ 
the Emfworth' iloop. He was removed by fir John Nar- 
borough into the Chatham double (loop on tKe 5th of May 

CHURCHILL, George,-rw^s the third fon of fir 
Winftan Churchill, of Woqton BafTet, in the county of 
Wilts^ knight, ^nd Elizabeth his wife, daughter of fir 
William prake^ of Afh| in thp county of Peyon, bart^ 
John Churchill^ afterwards ' the well-known duke oi 
Marlborougn, l^ing his ddeft brother. 

The family of the Churchills is of very great antiquity. 
and is defcended from Gitto de Leon, who Tivecl before the 
time of the conqueft, and was the head of the very illuftriou» 
family of Leon in France. Wandril de Leon, the yoiinger 
fon of Gitto, had two children, Racoul de Courtil, an4 
Roger de Courcjl ^ which l^ft attendpd William, f^rnamcd 
the Conqueror, to England; an^, as appeals by the 
Doomfday bock, had a large eflate, in land, granted him^ 
by that monarch. The grandfon of Roger de Courcil was 
a fir Barthplemew de Ciirrichel j Cheucnill, or Churchillji 
who was a perfop in high triift and favour pnder k.ii\g 
Stephen, who made him governor of the calUe of Briftol. 
His defcendant, Otho de Churchill, left three fons, the, 
younger of which, named William, was the grandfather 
of a Charles Churchill, whofe fteady attachment to the 
houfe of York induced king Edward the Fourth to inte- 
reft himfelf fo far in his welfare, as to give him in marriage 
the daughter and heirefs of a fir William Wildwyde, ^ 
per fon over whoni the kitg had confide rable influence, 
and from whom the family of the Churchill's received a' 
very confiderable acceflion of property. 

Thomas Churchill, of Wildwyde, fon of the before- 
mentioned Charles,, married one of the daughters and 
co-heircfles of Tylle, of Tylle-houfe, in the county of 
Devon ; and his immediate defcendant, William Churchill, 
left three fons, from whom fprung three difierent' 
f) ranches of this illuftrious family. Roger, the fecon4, 
fon, tnirried the heirefs of Peverell, of Bradford; andi 
by her had iflue Mather Churchill, father of Jafper, 
Churchijl, great-grandfather of fir John Churchill, knt,' 
lord of Churchill, in the county of Somcrfet, who dying 
without iiru(;> his ftcond lyother, whp wjt$ d^Ko named 
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John, became the rcprefentative of this branch of th«^ 
I'amily ; and (having married Mary, daughter and co- 
heirefs of fir Henry Winflan, of Sandifton in the coiintjr 
of Gloucefter) was the father of fir Winftan Churchill 
before mentioned. 

Such is the heraldic account given of this very ancient 
and honourable family. George Churchill is faid, by 
Campbell, to have been born in the year 1652 or*3 : i£ 
this be true he muft have been made a lieutenant in thet 
tiavy at the very early age of thirteen, as he was appointed to 
that ftation, on board the Delph prize, in the year i666« 
He was appointed 2d lieutenant of the York, on the com- 
mencement of the fecond Dutch war, in 1672; and firfl: 
lieutenant of the Fairfax in the following year. On the 
26th of March 1674, he was removed to the fame (latioa 
©n board the Caftle frigate ; and experienced a fecond re- 
moval, on the 9th of March in the following year, oq. 
board the Swan. On the loth of April 1678, he was 
promoted to the command of the Dartmouth ; on tho 
t Jth of September 1680, he was appointed captain of the 
Falcon*; and on the 26th of September 1688, of tho 
Newcaftle. 

Of all thofe who had bafked In the funfhine of court fa-? 
vour during the two preceding reigns, none are charged 
with having had greater obligations to king James Ih 
than the family of the Churchilis. But if John Church* 
hill, afterwards better known as duke of Marlborough, 
had been the conflant attendant and moft confidential 
friend of that foyereign, who had on all occafions mani- 
fefted the moft (incere attachment to him, and one of 
whofe firft afts of royalty was that of creating him a peer, 
captain George Churchill, if he ever had been patronifed 
by the fovereign, was certainly fo in a lefs eminent and 
confpicuous degree. Thefe family obligations, if they 
deferve that name, were infqfficient to ehfure his fidelity 
to his prince, when the welfare of his country appeared 
to him as at ftake. 

The motives which influenced the corfduft of thefe mea 
could be properly known only to themfelves : thofe, whe- 

s" ^ ■ ' - 

* In. the month of Npvcmbcr he failed with a convoy for xhf 
Canaries. . . -* * 

• • ' . thcr 
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thcr i{i5ur ^f*W^: 'tvliich tbcy affeaed-tahold out andpabf 
£fl» to the wo»ld, \VeFe certainly the efflux' of genukie 
psrtrioiifai. Admitting them; according to the wifli of 
iheir cp€n)ieSa.fc)i;^. ipomcntj^poj: to hate, been fe, buttbo 
offspring of mercenary and interefted ipotiv^s urged a^ 
Impelled hj. A i^dttira! ingratitude, this charge by no.ipdans 
falh on captain Cburehillf wkh the f^me weight i(.49€Sr 
on his etder^ p^d more royally-favoured bf ofiher.. H^ d^es 
|b0t appear tQ have had any connei^ion of intimacy, f^n^ 
lidfcDce, or private fricudihip with the monarchji i^r Xt^ 
|ea.ve engaged a gr€;^ier fliare of his ejHeem tban^ as a^cgm^ 
vutfides » he iiad a right to expe£): f andy coniidering.'hiiil 
ps the brother of a favourite* ma greater degree, than hft 
featty expvfienc-ed. This fufficiently ^](culpates him ff fxtt 
l^e charge of private ingratitude^ ."which has been JBi^^ 
aiddtd^ by hi& enemiesy to fweil the heinous bulk ot. ^ 
|i<Jitical treeichery ; foir &ch i& the violent opinion ^en,t«ir<» 
tasoed of his conduct by ibme^ on account of his having i^eQ 
the &rft comuiaiider who held out ^n example of defe6liQi^ 
|o hi» colleagues, by carrying over his fhip, the Ncwcaftk^ 
•Oi thje.princq of Orange, JH« is faid aj/p IP l^ayc c;pnfeC- 
jfed having framed a defign, in conjunftion with.c^ptais^ 
Aykner ^nd fcfme other commanders^ to have fei7i^4 I^rdi 
Dartmouth, the admiral of the fleet, which was to havt 
been carried over in a body. Soon after the revolution 
was eftefted Churchill was promoted to the. command of 
the Wiiidfor Caftle^ a fecond rate. He ferved in .thi$ 
d -^ip, at the battle off Beachy Head, as one of the fecond^ 
//i^' , to the; e^rl of Torrington*. In that of La Hogue he 

*V'f * ij cemmaUdtd the Saint Andrew, a (hip of the famfj rate a| 
A V 1^^ ioimpxy and is faid by all hiftorians to have diftin-i 
/ t i * |}«i&ed himfelf, in that aftion, in a m^pner in every re-». 

!y \ tp^A befitting the gharader of the brother of fo great ^ 

mati as the earl of Marlborough. 

• Notwithftanding the high credit in whlc^ both ^is 
g^UaHtry, bis'conn^ioQs, and his early attapbl^et^t to hifl^ 
cauie rriuff^have phced hinf with king >ViUiam, he qpit*« 
fed tfte feryice fer (o\xie gears' fot>n after this ev)ent^ 

! V " ". ' ' ». .' j . ■ f .. • ' '■ ■- ' I .; ■■ ■'—■ ' \ , > « '^ ^ 

|o cFuife qS t}}t coa(l t>f' Felice aUcxoately vnlh oite.^Qder the coinr 
mao^o^ i^f ^<tlph Delava^l. 

4 Ma;j?y 
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Many* reafdftj ihave been ariligiled, by<liffbfeot perfans^ 
for tAts very extraorimary retirement! the tmc one « fail 
to have been .ttie appointment of Aylmer' to' l9>e a reait> 
udmiraly who>. losing a younger officer * than himfelf^ w^ 
little entitled to fuch a protnotion; aiid ChurchiU wm 
^ndutingto ferve as a capciiU'Uttderhivn} Thought pr<^i^ 
to withdraw from public life tftl the year 1699^ when^ 
'feon after the recrement of the earl of'Orfard, li^'waB 
«^poimed a commiHioner fof executing the office of iofi 
high admiral, a ftation which he hekl till the 26tli of 
^January iyo2, when Thomas, earl of Pembroke and 
> Montgomery, who kcul been ifiril comxniffioner, was 1^ 
pointed, bv kitig William, k>rd high admiraL Tte 
death of the kine^ and the confeqnent appoinonent d( 

frince George of Denmark as fucceffor»to the tarl <rf 
embrokc, reftored Mr. Churchill to Ms (lation^ thou^ 
he now held it under a di^rent title; being named^ on tte 
234 of May 1702, otie of the cocmcil to- his highnefs as 
lord high admiraU He was alio appointed admiral of thtf 
blue, which was the regular rank be wouki atv that ttmaf 
have atnained in the fcrvice, had he never quitted It, 

The reRoration of Churchill to thefervtce hadthe^amRf 
ciFeA Qpon admiral Aylmer that the promotion of the latter 
had b^ore produced on the former^ they were^ to this re-^ 
fpeS, twin ftars which never appeared above the poltticAf 
hortson together. Chtirchill repaired lo Portfmouth tm* 
thediately. ^ferwards t and hoiited his flag on board t}f£ 
Trhimpn. But it h not fuppofed he went to fez in tha€ 
4?apacity during the year 1702 v and the more fo^ as tlicJ 
• Triumph failed with fir George Rooke, on the Cadihfr 
expedition, on the 19th of June, c^rying rear-admiral 
iiraydon'fi flag. 

lie was chofen reprefentative for the borough of Saiot 
Alban's m the 'firft parliament whicfi met afterthe accef- 
fion of qoeen Anne. .In the month of Majt f 793, prince 
GeorgCf who on every pofliWe oGcifion end^voured tof 

iifOmotc and ferve idmiral Q^urchiU, apj>eii\ted him to 
iicceed^ fir. George Rooke, whofe indifpofition at that 

ri- ■ Ifc , r - ^ ' ^M .. ; iL-! 

♦ He nor having be« promoted W t!ld rlTak*of commander tl!^ 
tiirie tnontny after CnutCinil* - -- 

f Ontht^Oi^f June. . . . • _ 

timo' 
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.|imc appeared likely to prevent his putting . to -.ft^ 
Churchill immediatciy repaired to Portfmouth ; and hav?- 
ing hoifted his flag on board the Bedford, proceeded in 
queft of fir George, who had fajled in fpite both of gout 
and fever. Oh liis arrival off Plymouth,' on the nth, hfe 
leceiv^d intelligence that fir George >v^as in fonme degree 
recovered, «nd that the fleet tinder hiis command was dear 
of the GhanncL Admiral Churchill therefore returned 
into port, and does not appear to have ever taken any 
command aftet this tinie. . j . 

Contenting hhnfelf vvith his civil ftatron * it might have 
been expedled he would have b^en fuffered.to enjoy in 
tranquillity a poll, ivhich his high donnexiops well wai> 
f anted his afpiring to, and which, for an^ thing that ap- 
pears to the contrary, he haJd very fufficient abilitiess to 
ifill. There are, however, fome men, who, either 
through misfortune or fome difgufiing trait in their cha- 
f a£ler, pafs through life in one continued fcene pf trouble 
and uncafinefs* This was the lojt 6f admiral Churchill," 
thpugh elevated not beyond what his rank might lead him 
inodeltly to expedl^ he could not be fuppofed to excite 
i}it envy of the world ; but if he efcaped that, he was lefs 
forttmate in avoiding its hatred. The misfortune which 
to continiiedly befel our commerce during the time prince 
George was lord high admiral, excited the murmurs of th« 
mercantile part of the nation; and as the rank' of the 
prince, and the relationflup he flood in to th^ queen/ 
prevented their afpiring to his deltruSi'on, they were 
compelled to be content with purfuing a much mofe 
humble viftim in the perfon of hi'S favourite 
Churchill- , . , . 

The natilral pride of the admiral, of which no fiibjeft 
probably ever poff^ifled a greatei* Iharc, heard their com-} 
plaints, which had too much foundation, with negle<ft zhi 
icorn. Injpry, encreafed by infult, augmented, the 
number of his enemies and raifed the t6he of their dif- 
pleafure. The favour of the prince,' however, proteSe.d 
him effedually, not only againll the clamours of the peo- 
ple, but frofn the ill confequence of many rcprefentatibns 
made to the queen by the houfe o^ lords, which were 

ii *»■ ' ■*'■■- ■ ... 

* One of the council td the lord high admiral)'; 

exprcfly' 
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Wprefly contrived to procure his removal ; at length tJb 
death of his royal patron cflfeSed that retirement wKA 
ft) much intereft had vainly been exerted to compe\ 

Admiral Chtirehili (fuitt^ public life immediateljr 
•^fter thfe deceafe «crf prihce Ceorge, and is faid to have 
lived entirely at a pleatfar^ villa; iVhich he had eredcd in 
Windfor park. His purliiit In retirement was no left 
Remarkable than the extritordihaty ftorm of care that hafd 
always purfued his public occupation. He had condniAed 
the moft beautiful aviary itt Britain, which he had, at an 
incredibfe expence,* filled with a ftioft rar« vtnd Valuable 
collection of birdk. Thefe, on his deceafe, he be^ueithed 
to two friends; with whom he had evef* lived in thefftrJfteft 
intimacy, the duke of Ormond; and the earl of Torringtori. 
. He never was married ; and the reft of his property, 
ivhich was confideraMey he left tor a natural Ton. 

He died on the 8th of May 1710^ in the fifty-eifiihth 
year of his age, and was buried with great funeral poinp 
^m Weihniolter-abbey, where a beautiful monument has 
been ere£ted to his memory, bearing the infcription, 
which, as it is univerfally admired for its claflieai elegance^ 
we have thoOght proper to infert beneath, notwithltanding 
it has been ^eady printed by Campbell *. The cha- 

rader 



* PSE. 

GEORGIUS CHURCHILL, 

XVinftoDJi cquitis aurati ex agro DorccRrienli, 

Filius natu fecundus, 

Xnvifliilimi ducis Marlburii, 

Frater non indignus. 

jfi prima juventute militiae nomea dedic. 

El' fiib rcgiblis Car<>lo tt JaCobo, 

Tcrr^ marique 

Mulfa cum laude meruit. 

Screnifltmo principi G£orgio de D^nia; 

Per viginti plus annos a cubiculis 

Fide, obfequio, moribus 

Gratum fc reddidit ct charum 

Regnante Gulielmo, 

«^ub die claffis Gallic a ab Anclis, 

Ad •ras Ne u s T R i^ fugata ct combdfta eft 

(Die fcmpcr memorabili) 

£«■ Atjimi vig6re ct fortitudine pugnftivit, 

Quoducem' Anglum decuit 

Max ab'codcm Tcge, 



iCquilCm*: 
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.irafbr of Churipbill may be compjrifed in a Very ft# 
^«irorcU* , His (xravery HQ msgi CQuld d^ubt ; his ability hi 
'the line of his profe^on yir^s. always at leaft equal to th^ 
,|pajticutar fprylce iii> wblchfc^ Vvs^ eijgagcd; but to lay that 
as ao( .to beftpw on it my gi^at encofnium^ as he never 
^tained apy ' confisqtieiiti^l cpQ;iii}and. Confidering hiih 
as a^.ftatefoian it is ceyrt^jnly Unfair to charge him folelv 
with hav^g caufcd^ by his obftinacy or negled, thote 
inisfortune? which befel the commerce of England^ diiis^ 
ing the time he hel4 an inferior part In.its na^al admini- 
iiratioi)* Upon the whole, the clamour raifed fo re- 
peatedly againft him appears to have been fuggefted 2xA 
loftered principally by hisiown pride, which urged him to 
treaty with a very unwarrantable contempt, all men whom 
i)c thought of inferior rank to faimfelf. He was^ ihor^-* 
'over, endu^ with an extraordinary degree of felf-fuflici- 
epcv which cfufod him to Ornate his omn abilities ^ ft 
Wber price than his cotemporaries appeared willing to 

V 

jm' ' , »■ I " "■>> M l . J I ■ ■ ■ >■ ■■■» ■■■■■ • I ■ > 1 1 ' I , I - I < i< 
,£qu^ih(> vterittirtMki ju^ce^ • - 

Viiat e c&mmiil^riift Ai>iitMitiJE oMftitmut 
Res maritimaSy quardm c'rat p^ritif^ut, 

CuraVit diii et ornavit. 
Sub fseliciffiniodemiim ANKis imperiO' 
Inftaurato iteriiin bello contra Gal Los^ 
Infeftiflimos hofici Br i T A M n i Aamtniii 

£x ADMIRALLIS UnUS^ 

£t ce^fiflimo principi panis- 
tJUgnx toUus Britannia atdmiralltf 

' Faflus e confiliis. 
Cufinnn ^ooinium ti laborum j>arti(epS| 
' ^ . Bcunino fuo 
, Faeliciditnam navabat operam. 
Donee fra£lse Ga l l o r u m viret« 
Toto mart cef£^rant. 
Ixide princip?^ optimi laten «dhxren«^ 
Ad extremum ufque diem^ 
Omnia gfatij>iique anlmi officla* 
Pcrfolvit 
Laboribus tandem et motbu confe£lui 
' Inter ample^us et lacbryinas 
Amicorum, clientum et ferVortim 
; Quos bumantis, ofiicioiiis, liberalise 
Gr»tes devin£los et fideles babuit, 
.PiiUi tranquillus, animof^s, CakbS| 
Obiit VI 1 1 Mali, 
i^UtLVIil^ 
MAQCX* 

rate 
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rate them at, and in all probability than they really nte- 
rited. This prfepofTeflion in his own favour caufed his 
firft retirement from the fervice, and funk him much in 
the popular opinion, which he never lived to regiln. 

COjLLINS, William,— is to be remembered only as 
having been appointed commandTer of the Francis on the 
17th of May .1078. 

DRAPER, Thomas,— was appointed fecohd lieutfr- 
nant of the Triumph in 1672, and in the coufft of thfe 
fame year was promoted to be firft lieutenant of thte 
Unicorn, On the 17th of May i€78, he was prontoted 
to. the command of the Providence firelhip, and on thfe 
I4fh of September following was removed into the Ann 
•ancl Chriftopher. 
. East, WilUam, — ^was made fecond lieutenant of thfe 
Refolution on the 21ft of January 1673 ; and was, litoe 
the two gentlemen laft-mentioned, promoted to the rank 
of commander on the 17th of May. He was appointed 
to the Thomas and Katnerine, a firefliip, and does tA\ 
appear to have ever had any other command, 

FURLONG, Edward,-^was ;^pointerf lieutenant cff 
the Revenge in 167^ Pn the loth of Nov, 167^, he 
was made fecond lieutenant of the NewcafHe, and was 
promoted to the command of the Sarah fijefliip on the 
17th of March 1678. 

HADDOCK,' Jofeph,— wis the third "ftm of captftin 
William Haddock*, a commander of much cefebfity durinjf 
the war with the Dutch und6r the comtmonwiealth ; he wis 
appointed lieutenant of the Lyon on the comrtrencemeiit 
of the fecond Dutch war in 167^ : in the following yetr 
he was removed into the Charles, ftill retaining his origi- 
nal ftation. On the I2th of April 1678, he Was prd- 
moted to the command of the SWallow ; no notice is t^Tceh - 
of his having held any farther command in the navy ; but 
he is faid lo have gone after this time into the fervice of 
the Eaft India Company. 

HEY WOOD, Peter,— was appointed ftcond lieute- 
nant of the Refolution on the 13th of Odober 1673. 
On the '27th of December following he was reinoved to 
the fanre ftation on board the St. David. On the SsgtH of 

* See Vol. I. p. 229. 
Vol. n. D January 
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January 1675, he was promoted to be firft lieutenant of 
the Phoenix; and on the 12th of April 1678I, was (lift 
/arther promoted, being then appointed commander of 
the Norwich. He Avas lent foon afterwards to the coaft of 
Guinea, from whence he raturned in the month of May 
.1679. He continued captain of the Norwich a confv- 
derable time, as we find him, in fhe month of Aug. i68d, 
.fent in this fliip to convoy an outward-bound fleet df 
.jnerchant-fhips to the Weft Ij^dies^ We hear nothing of 
him after this time. 

HOPSON, Sir Tfepmas^— Was appoiiited fecond lieu- 
.tenant of the Dreadnought on die commencement of the 
Jecond Dutch war in 107-2. On the loth of December 
1(576, he was promoted to be firft lieutenant of the Dra- 
^n» On the 5th of November 1677, he was removed 
.into the Centurion ; and on the loth of December foU 
Rowing into the Mary. Soon after he was appointed to 
{the Dragon, that ftiip was fent to the Mediferratoeart, 
-y^here Mr. Hopfon continued fome years ; and was, on 
the 2d of March 167?, promoted, by commiflion from 
Vice-admiral Herbert, to be captain of the Tyger prize. 
;}fe was fent home to England in the following year ; but 
\h%d no other command till the loth of January 1681-^, 
*when he was appointed to the Swan. On the i8th of 
May 1688, he was commfliohed, by king James, to the 
^Boxiadventure;. • Having cordially acceded to thofe mei- 
•ifures which eflfefted the revolution, he was immediately 
•employed by Icing William, who appointed him com- 
mander of the York of fixty guns. In this fliip he ferved 
at the battle oflT Beachy Head, and led, with much gal- . 
Jantry, the rear divifion of the red fquadron under Rooke, 
. who ever afterwards retained the higheft regard for him, 
and with whom, whetJier accidentally or otherwife we 
.know not, he. was afterwards more frequently aflbciated 
in command than with any other admiral. 

In the month of January * he was appointed commo* 
dore in the river Medway, and hoifted his broad pendant 

on 

* As appears by the' following cammtftion found among the 
Shovel Papers^ xbicb we are the more induced to inferr, as it con- 
taint an interefting illuOration of the mode in which the imprefs fer* 
vice was condu^led at that day. 

"By 
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on board the St. Michael, which (hip he had before com- 
manded as a private captain. In the month of May 
following he was promoted to be rear-admiral of the blue. 

Having 

" By the honourable Henry Killcgrcw, efq; fir Ralph Delaval, 

and fir Cloudefly Shovel, knights, admirals of their majeihr'ft 

fleet. 

'* You are hereby required and direQcd to take .upon yoa the cooip 

mand of all the fl)ip$ in the river Medway until fqch time as any flag 

comes to the fleet ; and whereas complaint hai been made thn fevo^ 

ral fcamcn are detained on hoard other (hips in the fleet, you are upoH 

Aich complaint to order them to be delivered to the offi<ers that fo 

demand them, together with their cloatht and neceffiirtefl, in order !• 

their going on board their proper ihipa; and you are to give at aA 

accpunt of the weekly advance of each ihip under your commaiU^ 

whether in their provifions or otherwife, and todiftrlbute outwceKlf 

orders to the perforis appointed for the better infpefUngand regulating 

the prefs, for which this (hall be your warrant. 

'* Dated on board their majefty's ihip Royal Sovereign, it 
filackibkes, the 30th of Januiry^ i^8* 

** To colonel Tbomn Honfon,,commMder of hb 
m;ye(ly*s fliip the Saint Michael, 

« By comniand of the admiralty.**. 

" By the honourable Henry Killegrew, efq; &c. &c. 
'^ At a council of waf, held 00 board the fioy^l Sovereign, at Black. 
{lakes, by the honourable Henry Killegrew, cfq; (ir Ralph Delav9(, 
and fir Cloudefly Shovel, knights, admirals of tjbcir majefties fleet. 

" Refolved, 

*' That all feafaring men are liable to be preft ; and thofe that ac-* 
tually belong to any (hips in the fleet are to be rettimed to thofe fliips* 
Thpy are to be tickettcd and not entered to reoaaio with the oflieor 
that prened them. ^ . 

<* That all oiHcers who fend their men to prefs fliall give them 
tickets, No. i, to 15, expreffing in their ticltels what prefs-gang tfxtj 
belong to. 

" That all men belonging to any (hips of their majeflies, that are 

prefled or detained on board other fliips, be immedtatel)f returned tj> 

their proper fhtps; and all feamen and others, belonging to any 6i 

their majefties ftiips, and found on board mef'chant-men, be taken oiit 

> of foch merchant-ffitps and returned to thert'ptroper fliipt. 

'* That no tickets of leave be given after the 5^ of February, ex- 
cep^.to the prefs gapg. 

'* That an captains ^ive their officers, that go prefliiig, orders to 
receive all volunteers, or any other then that are willing to enter'tnto 
the fervice, and give them a paflage on board to the fliip they enter or 
deiign for. 

Da **thu 
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Having hoifted his Sag on board the Breda^ he was afv 
pointed fecond in command of the fquadron under fiF 
^eorge Rooke, which failed the latter end of May as 
convoy to the Smyrna and Streights fleets. The misfor- 
tjunc which befel them is too well known : but the moll 
titamorons never were unjuft enough to charge either of 
the admirals with the fmalleft mifcondufl: : on the con- 
«aiy, it is admitted byalL thsit tKetr prudence and fteadi- 
tlefs brefcrved a very coniideraWe part 6f the fleet, which, 
JiXt, for their gr^at exertions, and the itiifmanagement of 
|lie . Freoch ^^doiwaJy ivould inevitably have beea loft, 
Soon after his return to Engl add he was promoted to be 
mce^admrr&lH^f the bhw; and having hoifted his flag on 
ftbard the^^tuird, was drfpatched, with the fcjuadrori under 
JfcfF. Wheeler, to Cadiz j whence he was to return iu 
wder to proteS the hpme.vxard-boand Mediterranean fleet}. 
l|^&4)^.De^t6^.^CiC^s than had.atiQpi^ihlm on his for- 
mer expedition^ having brought into part a fleet of near 
AP:bwi3^ed ibips. wilhoutje.xperiencing, during his whole 
pafiage, the. lead fmifter accident *^ if we except that it 
■w«is c^ifiderably lengthened -by contrary winds. If the 
life of a comniander was ever to be marked with misfor- 
tune few would ftrVe iinder hiiii'. ^ 
■* In the month of Awguft following he' commanded the 
•fijuadron which bl6bkaded Dunkii'k ^ from which fervice 
'he Was relieved, in the middle of the following month, by 
fir.Cloudefly Shovel. In the month of September 1695, 
be was fent over to the coafl: of France with a fquadron*:; 
-hut from the lotenefs of the fiealbn he wa& obliged to return 
into port without being able to efFeft any thing of greatdr 

" Thut all ficlt men, who have been put a-(hore fince the 19th of 
,May, do re tufQ to the Ihips they then belonged to. , 
. " Y6u are htrchy reijutred to didribute tbe foregoing orders to all 
'llie commanders that are, or fhall come, under your command, Ibr 
i vbich this ffaall be your warrant. 

** Dated on boftrd tbeiRoyal S^iveretgn, the aoih of Jan. i6^. 
•* To colonel Thomas Hopfim, 

" By c<;^in,mand of the admiralty.". 

* . It is aflertcd iy fome, that he newer returned frorti the Mcditer- 
-lanean ^r fir <»eomck.&odke'fi misfortune till this time ; but this i$ 
merely an unfounded lur mife, as there does not appear any doubt, but 
tft'at Mr. Hopfon left England, with fir Francis. 

confe- 
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confequence than creating an alarm among the inhabi- 
tants of the petty feaports. In 1699, when a fecond 
rupture with France was expefted, he w^as fent to the 
weftward with a fquadron, to counteraft any fmall arma- 
ment Louis the Fourteenth might have clandcftinely 
equipped and fent to fea. In the fpHowiirg year he had 
a fecond appointment of the fame kind ; and in the month 
of June 1 701, convoyed the troops from Ireland, which 
were fent, by king William, to the afliftance of the States 
General *, who were then heavily threatened by France, 
Having accompliflied this fervibe, he returned to Spithead 
©n the 19th of July^ 

Hoftilities commencing in earned with France imme- 
diately after the death of king William, an event which 
took place on the 8th of March 1702, Hopfon was pro- 
moted to be vice-admiral of the red. Havmg hoiAed his 
flag on board'the Prince George of ninety guns, be was 
fent fecond in command under his former colleague, fir 
George Rooke, in the expedition againft Cadiz. The 
fleet foiled on the 19th of June. Its ill fuccefs with re- 
gard to the firft objeft of its attack is well known ; but it 
is needlefs to fay little cenfure could fall on any of the 
naval commanders, who could pnly co-operate, as they 
really did, to the utmoft, with the land-forces, who were, 
from many unforefeen obftacles, unable to cffe£l their 
wiflied-for purpofe. 

Difappointed at Cadiz, fir George Rooke, as has been 
already related in his life, received information that Monf. 
Chateau Renaud, with a ftrong French fijuadron and the 
Spanifti galleons under his convoy, had arrived at Vigo. 
"rhe bufmefs required difpatch; and though the attack 
appeared hazardous, after a Ihort confutation it was 
unanimoufly agreed to make the attempt. The troops 
under the command of the duke of Ormond were landed 
on the 1 2th of Odober; and the admirals having (hifted 
their flags from the firft and fecond rates, which drew too 
much water, into (hips of the next clafs, a detachment of 
fifteen Englilh and ten Dutch (hips of the line were or- 
dered to attack ; of thefe, vice-admiral Hopfon who had • 
fhifted his flag into the Torbay, led the van. The French 

* King William accampanicd this armament himfclf. 

D 2 / admiral 
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admiral had prudently taken every pofllble precaution for 
his defence : he had moored his ilouteft Ihips in a line 
acrofs the entrance of the harbour, with their broadfides 
to the fea. He had conftrufted before them a ftrong boom, 
made of m?ifts, yards, cables and top -chains, three yards 
in circumference. It was buoyed up at proper diftances 
by empty caflcs, and flanked at each extremity by a feventy 
gun (hip. 

Hopion had got within cannon-fhot of the boom when 
it unfortunately fell calm, and he was obliged to anchor. 
Critical and dangerous muft have been hir fituation ; 
cxpofed not only to the fire of fo many of the enemy's 
ihips, but alfo of a caftle on ftiore, and feveral ncwly- 
conftrufttd batteries mounted with heavy guns from the 
Ihips. He bore it, however, both with patience and for- 
titude ; and a breeze fpringing up foon after, he inftantly 
cut his cable, and crowding all the fail he could carry, 
bore up to the boom and broke through amidft a .molt 
tremendous cannonade on the part of the enemy. THe 
Torbay had now to fuftain the additional fire of the Efpe- 
rance and Bourbon, whofe broadfides, as it has been al- 
ready noticed, flanked the boom. The vice-admiral was 
alone and unfupported, for the red of his divifion, and the 
Dutch uncSer vice-admiral Vandergoes, were becalmed 
juft as they reached the boom, fo that they were reduced 
to the neceflity of attempting to cut their way through it. 
Fortune, however, did not long permit him to remain in 
fo critical and trying a condition ; a fecond breeze fortu- 
nately fpringing up, the Dutch vice-admiral luckily pafled 
the boom through the breach Hopfon had juft made, and 
took off one of his moft troublefome antagonifts by capr 
turing the Bourbon. 

About this time a much more grievous difafter than 
any that had yet befallen him, threatened the vice-admiral; 
a French fire-fhip grappled him ; but Providence, as it 
were, proteSed him: the veflTel vyas a merchant-fliip 
laden with fnufF, and fitted up in extreme hafte as a fire- 
fhip without removing all the cargo ; fo that when flie 
blew ujp, the fnufF in a great mealure extinguilhed the 
flames and preferved the admiral. He did not, however, 
entirely efcape ; the Torbay having received fo much 
damage^ th«it he was obliged to ihift his flag on board the 

Mon- 
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Monmoirth : birt by tlie time he had done fo, the French 
admiral had fired" his fhip; and ordering the feveral cap- 
stains imder his command to follow his example, left a 
decided vidlory to the gallant aflTailants. On examining 
the account ot this attack, as related by fir Geo. Rooke 
in his Journal, fome may be indticed to think that admiral 
in feme degree difapproved and cenfared Hopfon's con- 
duft. In anfwer to this we hare to obferve, the account 
alluded to was not intended for the public eye, as it con- 
tained his private fentiments written on the inftant, and' 
expreffed in fuch terms as firft occurred to him. 

The reprefentation of difficulty, which, according to 
Rocket's Journal, was made by the vice-admiral previous 
to the commencement of the attack, conveys to us an in- 
ftance of prudence highly commendable, as from his 
general conduft, and known bravery it is impolTible to 
impute it to any other motive. Sir George viewing the 
fuppofed obftacle, thought lefs ferioufly of it than Hopfon. 
Both appear to have been, in fome degree, miftaken, the 
erjterprize certainly being more hazardous than the firft 
thought it, though, from the diftinguiflied bravery of 
Hopfon and thofe under his command, it was crownecj 
with a fuccefs the vice-admiral himfelf doubted. It is 
highly probable his caution before the aftipn commenced 
was produftive of that behaviour to which fir George, in 
the Journal already alluded to, obliquely attributes rafh- 
nefs. The difference of opinion between the two com- 
manders might ftimulate the vice-admiral rather to exceed 
his orders, by perfonally expofing himfelf to greater dan- 
gers than the ftrift line of his duty appeared to require, 
in order to convince his commander-in-chief, that the 
hefitation and doubt he had expreffed, was the offspring, 
not of timidity but of that caution which is ever jealous 
of the national honour which failure foils. 

His reception at home, and the rewards fo defervedly 
beftowed on * him, all confirm the propriety of the above 

opinion. 

* " St. James's, Nov. ^9, 170a. 

" Thomas Hopfon, cfq; yice-admiral of the red, having brought 

the great fhlps in fafety to Blackiiakcs, came to town laft night and 

attended his royal highnefs this morning, who received him very 

kindly and carried him to wait upon the queen, \Yho was ,pleafcd 10 

D 4 confer 
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opinion. Haring acquired honour fufficient to fatisfy 
.the moft ambitious man, and wealth enough to content a 
moderate one, he retired from this time from the fervice*- 
He died on the 1 2th of Odober 1 7 1 7. 

JACOB, Thomas,— was appointed firft lieutenant of 
the Royal Oak in the year 1665. In the year .1667 he 
ferved in the fame flation on board the Society ; as he did 
in the following year, firft on board the Viftorv, and after- 
wards the Henry. On the nth of May 1078, he was 
promoted to the command of the Hannibal. 

JONES, Daniel, — was tnade third lieutenant of the 
Saint Andrew in 1673. On the ift of May 1677, he 
was made firft lieutenant of the Nonfuch ; and on the 5th 
of April 1678, was removed to the fame ftation on board 
the Koyal Charles : on the 1 2th of the fame month he 
was promoted to the command of the Mermaid. He had 
no other appointment till the i8th of April 1682, when 
he^was made captain of the Diamond; and was recom* 
miffioned to the fame veflel on the ift of June 1684- On 
the 19th of March 1688-9^ he was appointed, by king 
William, captain of the Forefight. This fliip.wasone of 
the fquadron under vice-admiral Killegrcw, employed in 
the blockade of Dunkirk in the month of July following. 
In Oflober it was employed as a cruifer; on which fer- 
vice,, being in company with the Mordaunt and Lively, 
they fell in with a fquadron of twelve French Ihips of 
War a few leagues to the fouth-weft oiF Scilly : ten of them 
chafed the Mordaunt and Forefight for fome hours, but 
without fuccefs ; the other two captured the Lively* 
Captain Jones, after he had efcaped this danger, was pro- 
moted to the command of the Captain of feventy guns, in 

confer the honour of knighthood upon him, as a mark of her royal 
favour, asod part of the recompcnfe which her majcfly gracioufly in- 
tends him, for his fignal fcrvicc at Vigo, where he broke through the 
boom that was laid acrofa that harbour, for the fecurity oF the French 
fleet and Spanifli galleons, whereby be has fo greatly contributed to the 
fuccefs of that glorious enterprize. 

N^ B. The queen afterwards fettled ucoh him a penfion of five 
, hundred pounds a year, wirh a reverfiun of three hundred pounds a 
year to his wife io cafe flic fiiouJd furvive him.* 

• He was reprefcntative for Newton, ia the Iflc of Wight, in 1705. 
He was a native of Bunchurch near that place; and having originally 
ran kway from his parents, who were in a very reputable way of life, 
in order tog,o to fea» never returned till he attained the rank af admiral. 

which 
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which (hip he clofed the rear of the blue fquadron at the 
battle off beachy Head, in which he behaved with great 
gallantry ^ and was fqon afterwards ftill farther promoted 
to be captain of the Windfor Caftle, a fecond rate ; in 
which (hip he is pofitively faid to have jjeri(hed on the 
29th of April 1693*/ The circumftances attending his 
death were extremely fmgular. The (hip, on her pa(rage 
from the Nore to the Downs, ran a-ground, through the 
unflcilfulnefs of the pilot, on the South Sand-Head. The 
weather was fine, and every poflTible afliftance was ren- 
dered by the boats of the (hips which were in company, 
fo that great hopes were entertained + that not onlyall the 
crew but the (lores and provifions alfo would be faved. 
The firft was happily effeded ; but the commander, and 
fome of the principal o(ficcrs, too earneft in the execution 
of what they thought their duty, and unwilling to quit the 
(hip while there appeared the fmalleft probability of fav- 
ing anything but other, remained in her, as it is;in(ifted 
by fome, till it was too late. The event has been already 
related. 

KERKE, or KIRK, Charles, — was appointed com- 
mander of the Lenox yacht in 1678 ; and was after-, 
wards, on the 6th of September i68i, commi(fioned, by- 
admiral Herbert, to ferve as lieutenant of the James galley. 

MAINE^ John, — was made captain of the Sampfon 
fire(hip on the 17th of May 1678. 

SMITH, Robert,— in the month of December 1678, 
was appointed captain of the Deal yacht. 

TEnNANT, Matthew, — was made lieutenant of the 
Zant frigate on the 3d of February 1673. On the 17th 
of the fame month he was removed to the Briftol ; and on 
the 9th of April i677> w*^ appointed to the fame ftation 
on board the Guernley. He was promoted to the com- 
mand of the fame (hip on the ift of September 1678, and 

continued to command this veflTel many years, being 
I ■ . .I 1 .1 ^ 1.11,1 , „ , ^ I .. ■ , . .1. ■■ 1 1 I . ., , ■ „ 

* Tbis taformation is certainly falfe as far as it relates to the death 
of captain Jones, for we are perfedly convinced he commanded the 
Norfolk of eighty guas io the month of July, after this event is faid 
to have taken place. The real time and manner of his death is un- 
known to us. 

t «* Deal, May the fid, 1693. ^The Windfor Caftle, which un- 
happily ran a*ground on the fouth fand-head, fets faft ftill ; the men are 
all laved, ai)d it is hoped the greateft part of her ftores and provifions 
may be preferved if the weather prove favourable/' 

recem- 
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rccommifRoned to licr on the 10th of March 1679-80, 
We find him employed, in the month of December fol- 
lowing, to cruife at the entrance of the Briiifb Channel, 
which is the only particular we have been able fo colled re- 
lative to the early part of his fervice. On the 22d of 
April 1687, he was appointed to command the Tyger, in 
which Ihip he contjnued till after the revolution. King 
William, foon after he afcended the throne, made him 
captain of the Breda, which veflTel he commanded at the 
unfortunate 1)attle off Beachy, in which he behaved with 
great gallantry, and was feverely wounded. He happily 
recovered from this difafter, but it was only to encounter 
a much more fatal accident. He was fent in the month 
of September, under the joint-admirals Haddock, Kille- 
grew and Afhby, to affift the earl of Marlborough in the 
reduftion of Cork. The advanced feafon obliged the 
admirals-in-chief, with the larger (hips, quickly to return, 
leaving the reft under the command of the duKe of Graf- 
ton, who being killed a few days afterwards, it, of courfe, 
devolved on captain Tennant as the fenior officer on thd 
Nation. He did not long furvive this new honour; the 
Bredah taking fire, by fome unknown accident, in Cork ' 
harbour, blew up, and with her perifhed the principal 
part of the crew. Captain Tennant himfclf was taken 
up alive, but fo miferably burnt that he died in an hour 
after. 

TENNANT, William,~probably the brother of the . 
foregoing unfortunate gentleman, is known only as hav- 
ing been appointed captain of the Chatham {loop on the 
i6th of January 1678. 

VITTLES, Hichard, — commanded the Catherine 
yacht ; to which Jie was appointed on the 2 2d of May 
1678. 

WET WANG, Jofeph, — was appointed commander of 
the Sweepftakes in 1678. He is by fome confounded 
with his brother fir John Wetwang, as having been ap- 
pointed to command the Northumberland * on the 21ft of 
June 1679; but this is evidently a miftake. On the 
1 6th of July 1680, he was appointed to the Happy Re- 
turn, which is the lateft information we have been able 
to colleft concerning him. 



* See Vol. I. p. 184. 
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WILFORD, Robert,^— was appointed lieutenant of 
the York on the comraencement ot the fecond Dutch war 
in 1672. In the following year he was removed into the 
Royal Catherine. On the 9th of March 1674.-5, he was 
appointed to the fame Aation on board the Adventure ; 
and on the 9th of April was removed into the Newcaftlq: 
on the 19th of Deg. 1678, he was promoted to the com- 
mand of the Eagle firefhip ; to which veflel he was again 
appointed on the a6th of May 1685. He long continued 
in the fame command, as, at the time of the revolution, 
we find him receiving on board this veffel the royal fu- 
gitive James, at the time he effeSed his cfcape from 
Roche{][er. This unfortunate prince was compelled to 
feelc this ihelter by the violence of the wind and contrary 
tide, which prevented his getting on boar^ the fhallop 
which lay ready to receive him : and it is mod probable 
Wilford, who appears to have been cordially attached to 
him, accompanied his exiled mafter in his flight, for his 
name does not again occur in the fervice. 

WOTTON, Peter, — is known only as having been 
appointed commander of the Cleveland yacht on the 30th 
of May 1678*. 

W I LD, Thomas,— was made lieutenant of the Saint 
George in 1665. He had no other appointment till the 
30th of March 1 678, when he was commiffioned to be 
third lieutenant of the Royal James. On the third of 
Auguft following he was promoted to the command of the 
Sweepftakes. . 



1679. 



BRIDGES, John, — was appointed, by vice-admiral 
Herbert, to be fuil lieutenant of the Rupert on the 30th 
of April 1678. On the lath of April 1670, he was pro- 
moted, by the fame commander, to be captain of the 
Algler Prize ; and, which is very fingular, was removed 
the fame day into the Orange Tree. On the 5th of 
May following he was re-commiffioned to the fame veflel 
by fir John Narborough. On the 19th of June 1680, he 

* Some mention is made, in fir C. Shovel's Papers, of bis com- 
manding a fliip in 1695 : its name does not appear. He was alive, 
but unemployed, in 1699. 

returned 
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returned to his fprmer rank of lieutenant, and was ap^ 
pointed to the Norwich. 

CARMAN, John, — wds,«on the I2th of 0£loberi679,* 
aippointed, by vice-admiral Herbert, to be commander of 
the Whipfter firefliip. 

COlLINS, Greenville,—- is well known in the naval 
world as one of the moft able navigators, and experienced 
pilots of his time. A number of charts publiihed by him 
a,re ftill very defervedly "held in high efteem : but he never 
attained any very confiderablc rank in the fervice, having 
fcarcely ever commanded any other veflel than a yacht. 
His fifft commiflion as a commander was* in the year 
1679, i^hcn he was appointed to the Lark. On the roth 
of June 1681, he was removed into the Merlin yacht ; to 
which veffel he was again commiflione'd on the 4th of 
April 1682. In the following year he was removed into 
the Monmouth yacht ; to which he was afterwards re- 
commiflioned twice, firft on the 23d of March 1685^, and 
fecondly on the 25th of April 1686. On the 13th of 
lune 1688, he was made captain of the Maixin yacht. 
The impending revolution caufed him to be removed 
into a ftation fomewhat more aSive ; for, on the 15th of 
September following, he was appointed to command the' 
Young Spragg, a fmall fixth rate. * He continued in fer-^ 
vice after the revolution, as we find him commanding the 
Mary yacht, and attending king William to Holland in 
the year i^M* 

PUNBAK, James,— was made fecond h'eutenant of 
the. Royal Catherine on the commencement of the fecond* 
Dutch war in 1672; of the Fairfax, and afterwards of 
the Advice in 1673; and <rf the >3[©wc^ftle on the 15th of 
June 1674. On the 22d cf September 1676, he was 
appointed firft lieutenant of the Charles galley. On the 
^th of September 1677, fir John Narborough, at that 
time commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean, promoted 
him to be pafler and commander of the Golden Mary^- 
gold, a prize taken juft before from the Algerines. On 
the 15th of March 1677-8, he was re-appointed, by fir 
John^ to the fame flation on board the fame veflel. On 
the 26th of July 1679, he was jpromoted, by the com- 
miilioners for executing the office of lord high admiral, 
to be captain of the Richmond. 

a CILLERY, 
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GILLERY, James,—- was appointed, by vice-admiral 
Herbert, to be captain of the ProjeS fire-bark on the 
I2th of Odobcr 1079. 

MASON, John, — was, in 1679, made comqoander of 
the Europa., 

PARSONS, Daniel, — was, on the 14th of June 1679, 
made commander of the Bonetta floop. 

YOUNG, Anthony (2d.) *— war, on the 9th of July 
1679, appointed commander of the James hired fhip of 
war. 



1680. 



AYLMER, George,— was die thirf fori of fir Chrif- 
topher Aylmer, of Balrath, in the kingdom of Ireland, 
and younger brother of Matthew, lord Aylmer, whofe 
memoirs have been already given. He was appointed 
lieutenant of the SweepRakes oor the loth of April 1677^ 
and of the Dunkirk on the iiih of Auguft I078« Hb 
was promoted to the command of the Dartmouth on the 
I rth of September 1680, and remoYed into the Ann yadht 
on the 14th of April 1681. On the 8th of February 
1683^4, he Mras appointed, by k>rd Dartmouth, then com- 
mander-in-chief of the fleet ient to Tangier, to be captain 
of the Forefight. Oh the 15th of June he was removed 
into the Referve, by king James the Second, who, on the 
26th of 06lober 1688, appointed him, as an officer wdl 
.attached to his perfon and fervice, to command the Port- 
iand. James was, however, miflmken ia the opinion he 
?had formed of captain Aylnnr^s principles. 1 hough he 
poflefled too much integrity to faifify his truft by quitting 
the fervice of his former fowereign while he kept poilefllon 
.of his throne, yet he had on the other hanci too much true 
patriotifm to drain his loyalty fo far as to become, in any 
degree, the Aipporter of thatXays(ra|gn.')5 ai^ures, taken 

■ 

* Anamcfake of diu oifficet'bas t^eii already takcD nodd of, 
Vol. I. p. 432. 

in 
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in concert with a foreign power, the natural foe of hi* 
country, to reduce, by lorce, that people whofe allegiatncc 
his tyranny had forcibly broken. 

. This refinement, on what they probably thought aft 
honourable and honeft attachment, was confined to Tre- 
vanion, Strickland, Jennings, and a very few more of infe* 
tier note : the remainder adhered to the true interefts of 
their country, and hailed thcprince of Orange, their law- 
ful fovereign, by the title of William the Third. This 
monarch continued him in his command, a truft of which 
he very foon afterwards proved himfelf highly deferring. 
He was killed at the battle of Bantry Bay, after having 
very eminently diftingiiifhed himfelf by his perfonal intre- 
pidity and condudl, the greateft exertions of which were 
rendered indifpenfably neceflary by the very fuperior force 
of the enemy ♦. It is but juftice to fey, the brave Her- 
bert, their admiral, though he failed of obtaining viftory; 
gave every poffible honour to the conduft of thofe he 
commanded, by declaring his officers and feamen behaved 
themfelves with all the courage and chearfulnefs that 
could be expefled from the braveft m«i. . 

King William paid every grateful tribute to captain 
Aylmer's memory that was in his power, by making an 
handfome provifion for his widow, who furvived him. . 

FROUD, Frederick, — was appointed lieutenant of the 
Dreadnought in 1671. Oi^the i^th of February 1675, 
he was made lieutenant of the P^rl ; from which fliip he 
was removed into the Speedwell on the a5ih of the 
fame month. He veas promoted to the command of the 
Swan on the i ith of July 1680. On the 8th of January 
1683^4, he was appointed, by lord Dartmouth, to coni- 
mand the Two Lyons Pri^e. It is not known how long 
he continued in this flation, or at what time he returned 
^o the Swan t, which veflRpl we find him captain of in the 
month of May i688. On the 30th of Auguft following he 
was made commander of the Ruby. He continued captain 
of the fame fhip after the revolution, for we find him 
commanding her in April 1689, ^^^ ^^^^ ^7 admiral 
' ' ' ' '■ ' ■■ ■ ■ — ■..-.,, I ^ t , , I, ,1 , , 

* The fmallcft of who£e flupt were .c^l to the large ft in the Britiii 

fquadron. 

t It is fuppofed to ha^vf bfCQ i^ th« year ^686. 

Herbert 
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Herbert into Cork harbour, tp cut out two French veflels 
then lying there, that were intended for .privateers, a fet- 
. vice he gallantly and happily effeded* As his nanie does 
not again occur, it is moll probable he either died fodn 
afterwards, or retired. 

GARDNER, Thomas^-f— was, in 1680, appointed 
commander of the James hired Ihip of war : after which 
he had no frefh commiffion till the very eve of the revo- 
lution, when he was made lieutenant of the Henrietta. , 
On the 23d of May 1689, he was again promoted to the 
rank of commander, and made captain ot the Sally Rofe. 
In J 693 he commanded the Lyon of fifty-two guns, one of 
the fquadrbn fent under fir George Rooke as convoy to 
the Streights fleet. He died on the 29th of June 1699. 

MERCER, Paul, — after having ferved as fecond lieu- 
tenant of the Cambridge in 1672, and as firft ♦ lieutenant 
of the fame fhip in the following year, was, on the 20th 
of Oftober 1676, tnade lieutenant of the James galley ; 
and on the 3d of April 1680, was promoted to the com- 
mand of the Ann yacht. 

NEVILLE, John, — was, as it were by defcent a naval 
commander, his anceftor being Gilbert De Ncvill, a Nor- 
man, who was admiral of the fleet to William, fumamed 
the CoMueror. John Neville was the great -grandfon of 
Henry Nevill, feventh lord of Abergavenny ; and going 
early in life to fea, was, iii the year 1673, made lieute- 
nant of the Ruby, a fhip of fifty-four guns taken from the 
French by fir Thomas Allen (ome years before. On the 
15th of June 1675, he was commiflioned to ferve in the 
fame fiation on board the Sapphire; to which he was re- 
appointed on the 8th of April 1680. On the 22d of De- 
cember following he was removed into the Briftol as a 
fecond lieutenant ; but did not continue long in that poft, 
being promoted, on the 2ift of February 1680-1, to the 
command of the Ann yacht. On the 8th of May 1682, 
he was made captain of the Briftol ; and in 1685 of the 
Rupert. On the 6th of September in the fame year, he 
removed into the Guardland. 

On the I4.th of Auguft i686, he was commiflioned to 
the Crown, in which (hip he failed for Cadiz ; and the 

* He was appointed on the i^th of December. 

Mediter- 
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Mediterranean on the 26th of the fame month, under the 
command of ffr Roger Strickland. He returned to 
Europe with that admiral in the beginning of the following 
year. On the 25th of September 1 68S, he was appointed 
to command the Elizabeth. The mighty preparations of 
the prince of Orange alarming all the fears 01 James, he 
adhered ftrenuoufly to the former, which is the lefs to be 
wondered at in him, as, independent of every other confi- 
deration, he had a very ftrong perfonal attachment to 
Herbert, afterwards earl of To'rrington, the firft and moft 
zealous among the partizans of William. 
. At the battle off Beachy Head he commanded the 
Sovereign, being chofen by Torrington as an officer of ' 
whofe abilities he entertained the higheft opinion> and in 
. whofe friendfhip, as a man, he placed the'moft unlimited 
and well-deferved confidence, a confidence he appears to 
have truly merited, a§ well by his gallantry as by the cleai' 
and honeft teftimony he bore, in Ipite of clamour, to the 
carl*^ prudence, ability and fortitude *. The fervices of 

.' captain 

* We have infcrted ao abftra£l of his evidence, and are the xncu-e. 
induced to it by the powerful teftimony ii^affords of the earl*s innocence. 

** About eight we came near the enemy. The earl of Torrington. 
then obferving the French admiral had thirty'fotit fhips a-head of hiin, 
and forty-eight a ftem ; that hinfelf had a- head o£ him thirtjr-roiir flitps 
andtwetit^'two a-ften), and that if be had taken ToArville to engine 
his rear muft have been overpowej-cd ; he edged away to the fouthward 
to bring himfelf to the centre of the fleet, that every oiie might have 
his (hare. 

*< The admiral, when about to bear down to the enemy, faid he 
vould not go ftem^'lotag, for then he fiiouki be raked fore and aft, but 
that be would brin^ to and^o away looking at them, imagining they 
would keep their wind, which they did not, for they fought three or 
four poirits from the wind, having by that means an opportunity to 
weather the Dutch. 

*■ The Dutch had but a i^e^k fquadfoto, atid did Hot bear up aa they 
ought. About nine admiral Vander Pittten be;gaii to fire at a great 
dinance, and after that we could fee no more of them. . Vice-admiral 
Aftiby began prefently after the Dutch, and the blue Toon after. We 
(the red fi^uadron) did not begin the fight till about ten, and the reafon 
we did not ft)oner was, becauib the carl of Torrington ordered there 
Iboald be no firing till we casne near the eoeaiyv 

** About eleven we faw fome French fhips had weathered the 
Dutch ; I alked the admiral whether he would fuffer them^to weather 
him alio. He anfwcrcd, p<H >f ht could help it, and ordered the fore- 
tack 
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captain" Neville were not confined to the duties of a naval 
command only, for, in the tnohth of Oflober 1690, fol- 
lovi^ing the example of the brave and ever-to-bc-lamcnted 
duke of Grafton, he landed, a*5 a Volunteer, at Cork, 
which was then befieged by the Ehglifh army under the 
earl of Marlborough. He was prefent a.t the attack of the 
breach made by brigadier Churchill, and, as the poft of 
moft honour and danger^ ttiarched, as did feveral other 
eminent fea-officers, with the grenadiers under lord Col* 
cheftcr, who led the affault. 

We have not been able to difcover what fhip he com- 
manded during the years 1691 and 1692, but in June 1693, 
we find him firft captain of the Britannia, under the joint 
admirals-in-chief, Killegrew, Delaval and Shovel. In the 
month of July following he was promoted to be rear- 
adtoiral of the blue ; and having hoifted his flag otk 
board the Neptune, failed with a fmall fqnadron into 
the north fea, to ccunteraft any equipment the French 
might make from Dunkirk. He was foon recalled from 
this ftation, and fcnt, in the month of December follow- 
ing, to the Streights under the command of fir Francis 
Wheeler. He hbifted his flag on board the Royal Oak, 
and narrowly efcaped deftru61ion in that dreadful ftoxm, 
on the 19th of February, when fir Francis perifhed with 
his fhip the Suflex, and feveral others of nis fquadron. 
Neville faw the danger * and ufed every pofiible means to 
acquaint his companions of it, but unhappily with little 
fuccefs. He himfelf having the Streights open, ftood 
throu^ them to the weftward ; aiid running over to the 
Barbary fhore, under wjiich he had finooth water and was 
protefted from the violence of wind, he continued there 
- • " . - , , 

tack a-board, and thsit we fliould laff to the caftward; by thcCt means 
ve got to windward of the Grafton, and hardly cleared rbe Aibcm,arle: 
at this tinie it fell calm^, and we got our boats a^kead. 

** The car) of Torrington ordered bk boats Co tow him betweeQ the 
Dutch and the enemy, where he came to an anchor. 

" I believe, at one time in the fight, the red fijuadron wat as near 
the enemy as any other: 1 never faw greater firing than tfce Frendi 
made that day; and am of opinion we ought tob!ei« God far the calm, 
or the whole fleet would hare been in the greateft danger." 

Account given ta the Lords Comniffionen* 

* Several of the ffaipt mifiaking the hay of Gtinnltaff for the ea« 
trance of the Streights. 

Vol. II. E in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6$ tlVES AND CHAKACXEZ& OF . ., . 

in faf^ty tUI the jw^a^lier becamj^ .mpdei;Ate, and he w:t%^ 
enabled to ftand ba^k tQ Gibr^t^r^ where he received this 
ii\elancholy i;3telligence of his idjuirkrs misfortune. 

The fhattered remains of the fquadron being coHefted^ ^ 
it; was refolved. to return to Cadii2i to. refit, and put it in 
the beft concjition for fervicc^circiuriftanceswoukl permit. 
The latter end of June admiral Ruif^I arrived from Eng- 
lahd, and difj^atched a frigate ijnto Cadiz, with orders: ta 
Mr. Nevilje to.join him off QifQ Spartd; which he did ! 
on the 30th of June/ The fleet '<:Dntinued its courfeta 
the Medit-errapean* Qi> its arrival off Alicant, the rear- - 
admiral, was detached with a fquadron of ten (hips .to .. 
crViife between the iflandsand the Barbary coaft, as well.;, 
in^ hopes of intercepting any foench fbips that might be j. 
on. their paflage, as to procu/'e, and facilitate the tranfpor- 
tation of wood and other neceffaries,of which.the fleet flood . 
much in need, /'f his fervice being accouaplifbed, nothing , 
memorable took place during the remainder of the year, ^ 
the. fleet retired for the winter to. the harbour of Cadiz^ 
where it arrived in fafety on the 8th of 0£lober. 

^In the mbi^th of February, or, according to Lediardf^ 
early in March, rear-admiral Neville was again detached 
with a ftrong fquadron to cruize off Cape Spartel, that 
he might intercept any fquadron Tourville might attempt ^ 
to" Tend through the Streights to Breft, The- French ad- 
mjr^l having too much caution to rifle fo hazardous. a 
m^afure, the cruife was frwitlefs. On his return, the . 
whole fleet failed, again tor its former ftation, the Medi- 
terranean; and the rear-admiral was detached with a * 
fquadron to Finals to convoy Jfrora thence to Catalonia fix 
tljpufand Gerra^5 and Italian troQps which were to ferve 
in^hat province. He failed from f'mal on the 23d of June^ 
and was met by the main fleet, under RuflTel^ off Toulon. 
They proceeded together to Barcelona, ;kvhere they arrived . 
on the 19th of July.. The eactreme di(latorinefs of the ^ 
Spaniards frevki^ moft krtre impediment to the opera- ^ 
tions, fo that,^ not^ithftanding every poflSble affiftance ' 
thlt coulcjj be rendered them by Neville, who had been 
mQre immediately, in his fubordinate Aation, conne£ied • 
with themj a» well ta every odier aid on a larger fcalc that ♦ 
could be afforded th^m b^ Ruffel, the campaign ended 
as ^lifgracefirily k:o therai^ their waftt of energy and fpirit 

could ^ 
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could render it. No probability exiftine of farther fervice l 
and that part of U whichf lejatcd to ^e confinement of 
the French fleet In the har^ipur qf Toulon being, through 
the advanced feafon, acpprnplIOied for the remainder of the. 
year, the allied fleet retumqd to Cadiz.; V . 

In the month of Ofl:Qber.fir George Rooke, who was 
appointed to relieve Ruflel, .^rived at Cadiz; and Neville, 
having- removed his flag into the Neptune ^continued tor 
ferve with him in the fame ftation he had .under his pre-*, 
deceflbr. The reduced number of the fliips, whiclt 
Icarceiy equalled half that of the French fl.eet in Toulon^ 
together with the very ill ftate for fervice many of thean 
"Were in> as well In point pf equipment as want of men^ 
totally prevented ail pffenfive operations; fo that fir; 
George, thoroughly tired of a fituation which pronjifsA 
nothing but inaSivity, being empowered Jby difcretion^ 
orders frona home, returnetl to England in the month of 
April, . ; . . . • 

Duriqg the enfuing fummer we find , Atr. Neville 
employed as commandejc df a fmall cruifing fquadroa 
ftationed between Cape Clear apd Cape Finifterre for tha 

J>rote3ion,of our commerce, which commerce having 
uAaiaed no fjgnal difafler during this geriodf as it is a- 
cdnviucing'proof pf the vice-admiral's cai^eand attention^ 
fo is that attentiofi an obje£l of fufficient confequence and 
praife *. In the. month df Oftober he was promoted tg^' 
be a vice-admiral, and appointed con[\mander*in-chief ia 
the Mediterranean. ,He accordingly faijed on the 3d ot 
November with*a f(^adron of. fifteen Ej^glilh and Dutdt 
fliips pf war, having a cdi^fiderable fleet of merchant-mcBt 
bound for Cadiz uhd^r bis convoy. During his paflag^ 
he met with fuch^urtfavourable we^ther^ ,that his whdW 
fleet was feparated and difperfed. Several. of the mer-^ 
chantnyeflels yvere lofit; and the remainder^ together 
', * " \. J . \ '. • .^ ■ -wftb* 

' ' " ^^ ■■ "" \ ' j ^ ' jji" ■ ' . ■ ■ ■ *. ■ ■ ■'■ , r ■! i> ' f ! ■ , «» > < 

^ Among, tiie^ove] Pap^9 U a .Icttgr froip fir Cloudciiy, dated 
4th of September 1695, rcconifaending rear-admiral Neville, who 
then ll"ctd"rtie honorary poH of cap tarn oF marines^ to fuccecd rcajt- 
admival Miiciiel^ as nrdjof of 'th6 faifife refftnxht) l^tchefl beiof 
at the faitic time recomm^Alkd^ 10 b^ )ttuf\*nlTit-colone]. 

t Extraft of a letter from Cadiz, Jan. 7, ISJ. S. 1696. 
" Tile whole fleet that came from England, under the command of 
vice-admiral Neville, are arrived here, except fevemccn or eighteen 

E« Xail 
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V'lth the (hips of war, arrived at C^diz, at different periods 
9ni in a fhattcred ftate. 

The fleet had fcarcely failccf. from Enrfahd whcri intel- 
ligcoce was received in £ngland that the French court had 
formed a proieft, rather piratical than national, of fur- 
pri;&ing the Spanifli galleons. This was to be executed' 
by a fquadroii difpatchcd from Europe under the com- 
mand of the Sieur Pointis, to co-operate with Monlieur 
Du Caffe, who was already at Hifpaniola and had him- 
ftlf planned the expedition. The Spaniards being at that 
time the allies of England, it became neceffary to fupport^ 
»nd, if poflible, pro^eft them. A fmall force was dif- 
patched, under commodore Mees, to Madeifa ; and the 
vice-admiral was direftcd, by fccret inftrudlions, to join 
it with the Mediterranean (quadron, after he had con- 
voyed a fleet of homeward bound merchant-fhips to a 
Certain latitude. This jundion being happily effedled, 
Ac admiral arrived fafe at Barbadoes on the 17th of 
Ajril J 697 i . but the fleet was, as in the former voyage, 
tKlperfed, thou^ without any lU-confequence attending^ 
iJie reparation, for the greateft part of the ihips, the Dutch 
excepted, arrived in the Weft indies before the comman* 
4*r-in-chief. The Dutch joining him foon afterwards, 
he went down to Antigua, which he reached on the 3d 
pt May. It was Here refolved, in a council of war, to 
proceed t6 Porto Rico with all pofTible difpatch, in order 
to proteft the galleons. However, before the fleet could 
teach its dcftination, inielligence was received that Monf, 
de Pointis had failed from Hifpaniola with a force of 
twenty-fix Ihipsof diiFerent rates. This news occafioned 
an altera ion of meafur s ; and it was ananimoufly agreed 
to proceed to Jamaica, as well to recruit the water and 
provifions, as to proteft the ifland, which Was now thought 
one of the fif ft cijefts of the French attack. 
" On the 15th of May, the fquadrbn being then <5ff the ' 
eaft end of the ifland, the Vice-admiral received infornw- 
fien by afloop, that a -report prevailed of the French f(jua- 
(frori having attack^ Caithagcna'; in co:ifequenc6 of 

faiil of me rcbiint-flitps, EngUOi and Pmch : we liave in accoiiat of 
fAir that are io/l, the ret are daiW «x|k*Acd. Vice-tdimral Neville, 
prepares ft) go to Tea again in partuance of the orders be hd» received. 

* which 
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wWich intelligepce he fluid no longer at Port Royal ihak 
was abfohitely nccclTary to take on board ^ fupply of 
water. This being done, he immediately failed for C>ar- 
-thagcna, attempting to pafs through the leeward paflTage, 
Contrary winds blowing from a quarter very unufualYn 
that part of the world, retarded his progrefs many days. 
• During this interval a Hoop came in, that left Porto Bello 
with ihe galleons, which were fifteen in number, and were 
then making for Jamaica to get ^ fupply ofprovifions, of 
which they were much in want. I'he vice-admiral im* 
mediately difpatched two floops in fcarch of them, with 
information that he was then on the point of proceeding 
to Carthagena ii> fearch of Pointis, and Ihould from thence 
foon return to Jamaica. On the a7th of May the allied 
fquadron being then about half-channel over in its way 
to Carthagena, got fight of Pointis *„ who was on his re- 
turn to Europe laden with phinder. The vice-admiral 
immediately gare chace ; and the Warwick, one of the 
fquadron, got fo near as to engage, at a diflance, one of 

* His fquadron confifled of feven (hips of the iine^ avd three fri> 
gates. The following account of this tranf;adioii was publiffaed by 
governmeot. 

** Whit hall, Auguft the a^th, 1 697.— There arc lefterj from 
Jamaica dated the 13^8 of June, which fay, that vice-admiral Nevi])e 
arrived there the i6tb, and (ailed again the 95th of May, having flaid 
for a wind. 'That two or thr»-e days after he difcovered Pointla'j 
fquadron returning from Carthagena, and chaced them a ni^ht and a 
.day; but the French out faihng hrm got away, except a (hip formerly 
taken from the Spaniards, being vice-admiral of the Burlovento (ieet, 
which the Princefs Anne and the Hollandia, two of vice admiral 
Neville's fquadron, had brought to Jamaica, having oi> board, befides 
plate eight hunnred barrels of powder . nd one hund^^d negroes, the 
whole faid to he worrh two hundred thoufand pounds fterling. The 
French had left Caithagena, and brought away the great guns, but did 
not dcmolifh the wall of the town. The galleons, as it was believed, 
were (ailed from Port9 BcUo to the Havannah, whither vrce>admiral 
Neville, who was gone on the coaftof Hifpaniola, would follow them 
in a little time." 

Gazette, No. 3317, Lediard gives us the following additional 
circumflance. 

** In the afternoon four of our (hips, the Briflol, Trident^ Gofport 
and Ncwcaflle, being near them, Monf Pointis drew his fquadron inio 
order of battle, and (ired fcviTal (hot at the Hril^ol; but his vtce>ad* 
mfra^, Monf, Dc Lahbr, with another of his (hips, left him and ina^e 
pff, as the whole fleet did towards cvenmg." 

E3 the 
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(be. French fhips, which being the better failer of the tv^o 
unfortunately efFefted her efcape. The Warwick, hov^- 
cver, captured a fly-boat, on board which was found plate 
to the value, as it is faid, of two hundred thoufand pounds^ 
a nooft unequivocal proof of the imnaenfe ti:eafure which 
the French were bearing off. 

The purfiiit was continued {ive days without eflfeft, 
'when five of the (hips, among which were thofe of the 
two admirals, having (jprung their top-mafts and fuftain^d 
other damage in their fails and yards, the vice-admiral 
very reluftantly difcontinued a purfuit, from which there 
was fo little profpeS of fuccefs. Difappointed in his 
*hope of engagmg the enemy, and depriving them of Aeir 
J Il-acquirea wealth, he ijext turned his thoughts to Car- 
;thagen^, whither he refolved to fhape his courfp, to fee 
ivhethef the galleons were fafe, and whether he could 
render any fervice to the poor pillaged Spaniards in their 
jthen diftrefled {fate. The Englifh fleet at the time thq 
ichace was difcontinued was about i8 leagues diftant from 
Carthagena, fo that it anchored off Bocca Chica caftle, at 
fhe entrance of the harbour, on the following evening. The 
fituation of affairs there was nearly as defperate as ravage 
and plunder could render them. The Buccaneers having 
^returned after Pointis. had failed, ftripped the inhabitants 
of what little the French admiral had left them ; and the 
inhabitants, fearful of a fecond vifit from them, had fled 
fnto the woods, fo that it was not witliqut much difficulty 
that Mr. Neville prevailed on the governor, and fome of 
the principal people, to return. 

Having ftaid there two days he failed for Gape Tibu- 
roon, difpatchihg at the fame time a frigate to the gover- 
tiQt of the Havannah with an account of what had hap- 
pened, that he might be the better enabled to take the 
propejreft meafures for the fafety of the galleons. Not 
being able to fetch Ciape Tiburoon thcf fleet proceeded to 
Hifpaniola, and on its paffage thither had the good for- 
tune.,' which was aln^oft the only inftance in which any 
had attended it during the voyage, to capture feveral of the 
buccaneering vcflels which had affifted Pbintis, as 
well as fome of the enemy's privateers, two or three qf 
which were of confiderable force. Three days after the 
jleet arrived at Hifpaniola, the governor of Jamaica fug- 

gef^c4 
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gefted an expedition againft Petit-guavas ; rear-admiral 
Mees was accordingly detached on that fervicc, in whicji 
tie was coippletely fuccefsfuL 

. On the twenty- ninth of June, Mr. Neville having 
wooded and watered his fqiiadron, failed in fearch ot 
Mees, whom he joined the following dav. He then 
ileered for Jamaica, intending, when he hacl been joined 
by the fliips that were there, to proceed to the Havannaa 
in queft of the galleons, of which he had as yet received 
lio authentic information. On the 17th 01 July rear- 
admiral Mees died, an event, fatal as it might be, whiclx 
was the lefs extraordinary as a moft difmal mortality by 
this time prevailed both among the officers and men. 
On the aad of the fame month Mr. Neville, with the 
fquadron, arrived off the Havannak He immediately 
made his fituation and wants known to the governor, 
who fuppofing, perhapi^ rtiat gratitude ought nevep to in« 
'tferfere with political concerns, ^t only peremptorily 
refufed the fleet admittance into the port, but alfo denied 
that relief to neceffitous d^ftrefs which, puttinj; every 
other confideratipn afic^e, . hjumanity alone pught tp havp 
taught him to aditiinifter. 

As an additional affront to the honour and integrity 
6f the Britifh nation, when the vice admiral informed the 
general of the galleons, which, as it fortunately happened 
for them, had reached the Hayannah in fafety, that he was 
arrived there in order to concjuft and convoy them to 
Europe, for which purpofe alonie the ej^pedition had been 
undertaken, the Spaniard in plain terms excufed himfelf 
from accepting the proteition offered him, by returning 
for anfwcr, that he had received no inftruftions that war- 
' ranted him in accepting his protection. The difrefpeft, 
and, indeed, ingratitude flievvn by ^he Spaniards on this 
occafion is thus accounted for by Campbell. ** T^hc true 
reafon, however, bgth of "his {ths generaV s\ and the gover- 
nor's conduft, might probably be, their fear of having z 
place, oif the greateft confequence in thp Weft Indies, and 
the richeft fleet of that age, -for there were fifty millions 
on board the galleons, taken at once, fince both had been 
left in the admiral's power, if he had been once sidtnitted 
^ntothe haven.'- 

E4 Diftruft 
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Diftnift is ever the child of cowardice; and thofe wha 
are always fufpicious of treachery Jcavc much ground tp 
fuppofc their own natures abound with it. National 
faith is the moft ferious and facred pledge of honour ex- 
jfting annongmcn; and no inftance is to be found in 
hiftory that Britain ever yet forfeited it. 

The behaviour of the Spaniards, added to the ill-fuccefs 
that appears uniformly to have attended this expedition, 
brought a dejcftion of fpirits on the vice-admiral which 
at laft terminated in a fever. IT^is encreafed during hi? 
palTage to Virginia, whither he repaired with his fquadron 
to feek that recruit, and refre(hmerit the allies of his 
country had denied him ; although the (hips he comnunded 
had, many of them, been purpofely equipped, and all of 
them drfpatched to encounter an enemy, and, what waj 
much more formidable, difeafe, for tae fpecial fuccour 
of thofe allies, and to preferve their property from ravage 
and deftruflion. The death of the vice-admiral, which 
took place foon after he reached Virginia, clofes this me- 
lancholy fcene : a death, occafioned more by gri f thaq 
diftempcr. He had flattered himfelf the protedlion of 
the Spanifll treafure, as it formed the principal object of 
his in^lruAions, would obliterate the remembrance of 
thofe difappointments which he had before encounteredi 
and which he knew, from obfervatlon, were fully fuffi- 
cient to excite the clamour and difcontent of his country- 
men. Difappointed in this, alas! his laft hope, and 
refleding, ivith heart -felt forrow, on the little fervice efr 
fedled by a fquadron, fo ftrongas that put under his com- 
mand ; feelingly fenfibleof the fruitlcfs expenditure of his 
country's treafure on this occaHon, and truly commifer- 
ating the many brave and gallant men who igno^)iy fell, a 
prey to aninhofpitable, and unwholfomc climate, he funk 
under this accumulated grief, deeply regretted by all who 
knew him, as a man of approved courage, ability, and in- 
tegrity, and againft whom the only charge the bittereft of 
his enemies could with propriety make, vyas, that he was 
unfortunate. 

Thus, as it has been clfewherc remarked, ended an 
expedition, \n the plan and defign of which there ap- 
peared no error, but in the execution^endlefs confufipn and 
diforder ; an expedition on whkh England had bellowed 

a vaft 
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a vaft cxponcc, principally tq offer a fervicc rcjeiled by 
thofe for whom it was intended, and in the courfe of 
which the fleet was ftripped of all its chief officers. At 
this obfervation conveys an oblique cenfure on the con- 
du6l of the admiral, we beg the reader to remember there 
are only two points in which it has ever been contended 
that his difcretionary powers could, in any degree, either 
facilitate or impede luccefs. The firft of thefe points 
is, that he trailed fifty-eight days off Madeira. Camp- 
bell rather coldly obferves,* ** If he thought himfelf 
bound by his inftruftions he was juftified^ but, however, 
this certainly proved the ruin of the whole affair, for if 
he had Rood away for Barbadoes inftead of cruifing there, 
he might have come time enough to have attacked the 
French before they left Hifpaniola." Whether, this dif- 
ferent condufi would not have contributed more to the 
fuccefs of the expedition than that which was followed is 
not the queftion ; all that is requifite for us to do in de- 
fence of the admirars reputation, is to prove he could not 
have aSed otherwife than he did without being guilty of 
a breach of orders : the tenor of thefe were, as Campbell 
himfelf admits, that he fliould repair to Madeira, off 
which place he was to cruife till he fliould be joined by 
rear-admiral Mces. This officer did not fail from St. 
Helens till the ^6th of February. He had a remarkable 
tedious paffage to Madeira ; and yet the united fquadrons 
arrived at Barbadoes on the 17th of April *, fo that no 
poflible delay is imputable, on this occafion, to Mr. 
Neville. Campbell farther obferves, " The admirals 

foing to Jamaica was another misfortune, for, as it will 
e hereafter ftiewn, if he had failed diredly, on the firft 
intelligence he had, for Carthagena, he mud have fur- 

* Extrafiof 8 letter from Plymootb, dated June the 6th, 1697 — 
^< On the 3d inftaDt arrived in this port the Lyon, of London, 
William Sexton mafler, from Antigua : be departed from thencr the 
C4th of April, and the fame day he failed the CoIcheOer man pf war 
cime in from Barbadoes, and gave notice that vice-admiral Neviiie, 
and captain Mees were arrived at the Barbadoes with a fquadron of 
eighteen men of war; that they would fail from thence in two days 
and call at Monferrat for two men of war they believed to be there, 
and afterwards would proceed with all the expedition they could to 
look for the French fquadron, commanded by the Sieur Pointis. 

prifed 
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prlfed Monf. Pointis, and deftroyed tis whole forcc'^ 
But if, according to the admiral's Journal, he was under 
it necellity of taking in water, this is to be cpnfidered as 
an unavoidable misfortune." This heceflity alone cer- 
tainly influenced his conduit. Of his expedition in obey- 
ing this neceflity it is ncedlefs to make anj other remark 
in proof of his zeal for the fervice, Jjnd eagerhefs to attack 
the enemy ; than, that from the time of his firit receiving 
intelligence of the attack on Carthagena, td his falling 
in with Monf. Pointis on his return, comprife^* a perio^ 
of only twelve days, in which is included all the time he 
is fo heavily charged with having loft, by going to Jamaica 
and fupplying his ftiips with watet, of which tjiey were 
in abfolute want. 

PICHARD, or PICKARD, Peten— was, on the 3d 
of April 1680, appointed to the comkiandof the Sanapfon 
firefliip. On the 2oth of the farne month he -was re^ 
moved into theCalabafli, a veflelof the fame defcription. 
We do not find he had any other command till fome time 
after the revolution : at length, oh the 7th of February 
1691, he was appointed commander of the Hope. Wo 
find him in the month of OSober following captain of a 
cruifing fliip of war, called the Happy Return. In thi§ 
fervice he appears to have met with good fuccefs. In 
the month of June 1693, he commanded the Suffolk of 
feventy guns, one of the main fleet, as it was then called, 
under the joint admirals, Killegrew, Delaval, andShovell ^ 
•which fliip he exchanged in the enfuing month with cap-? 
tain R. Robinfon, for the Monmouth, which was theq 
Jiewly arrived from the Streights, and obliged to undergo 
a thorough repair. Captain Pichard confequently ap- 
peared no more in the line of aftive fervice during that 
year. In the month ofTVIay 1694, Ke was detached,' by 
admiral Ruffel, with the Refolution and 'the Roebuck fire-, 
ihip, which were put under his command, to attack a fleet 
of r rench merchant-fbips, with their convoy, boun4 to 
the eaftward, reported to be then laying in Berr 
taume Bay. The gallantry difplayed by captain Pichard 
and the oflScers under him, and the very brilliant and 
complete fuccefs which attended it, were too confpicuou^ 
to be paflbd over without a particular relation** ... .^. 

The 
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The fliip$ deftined for th^ above fervice made the 
French fliore at day-light on the morning of the loth 
of May : Tvhen firft difcoveredi it was about feven miles 
fdiftant. They immediately bpre away for Conquet Bay, 
and about five o'clock on opening a point of land difco« 
vered the (hips they v^ere in queft of, laying behind it. 
On a fignal made from one of the outermoft veflels they 
immediately endeavoured to flip and get under faiL Capt. 
Pichard finding there was no time to be loft, fetnt his bcMtit 
manned and armed, to attack a large fly-boat which had 
nearly got under fail ; at the fame time he himfelf gave 
fchace to the (hip of war which was their convoy and 
was endeavouring to flretch out to fea. The boats 
boarded the fly-boat, and, after a ftout refiftance, carried 
per. Captain Pichard in the mean time gained confidcr* 
ably on the (hip of war ; and having nearly got alongfide, 
the Frenchman wore (hip, and ran in for the (hore, near 
which he ftruck on a ridge of rocks. The fhip was im- 
mediately fired by the crew, and foon afterwards blew up* 
][t was afterwards found to have been the Jerfey, a fourth 
rate, taken fome time before from the Engliih in the We(l 
Indies. 

The Ensliih (hips immediately after this event, ran as 
fzr into White Bay as attention to their own prefer* 
vation would permit them. And the merchant-(hips 
which were laying there, about twenty-five in number, 
finding all hopes of efcape cut off, ran a-fhore and were 
burnt by the Englifh boats ; as were feveral others imme-* 
(liately afterwards, in and about Conquet. The (hips 
ftood afterwards into Bertaume Bay, where they captured 
a large merchant-(hip under the guns of the cattle, which 
fired at them very buddy both (hot and (hells. 

By the time this fervice was thus fuccefsiully accom* 

fli(hed, it was four o'clock in the aftern on, and captain 
^ichard did not think it prudent to attempt the deitruc* 
lion of the very inconfiderable number ot veflels which 
remained, as the approach of night, and the appearance of 
the weather, which now became a ferious confideration 
from the wind having frefhened confiderably, might have 
much endangered the fafety of the whole torce under his 
command ; fo that he had the fatisfa£lion, by having 
lim^y mingled prudence with gallantry, of having given 
< the 
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the enemy a moft ferious Wow without fuftaining amy itir 
jury to counterbalance it. 

. Among the number of the enemy's ftips deftroyed were 
two corvettes or floops of war, which were fet on fire by 
the cxplofion of fhe Jerfey, and a very large fhip laden 
with cannon and mortars driven on fbore upon the rock$ 
qff St. Mathews point. The French merchant-ftiips 
were about fifty-five in number, of thefe forty were burnt 
€T funk* Their lading chiefly confifted of wine, fait and 
brandy. 

In the month of April 1695, we find him at Malaga 
commanding a detached fquadron of five Englifh and four 
Dutch (hips of war. He continued in commiffion during 
the peace, and died commander of the Shrewfbury on thq 
loth of March 1701-51. 

POOLE, Benjamin,—- was appointed fecond lieutenant 
of the Leopard on the 27th of March 1677. On the 
nth of September 1678, he was promoted to be firff 
lieutenant of the Happy Return ; from which (hip he was 
jfcmoved on the 2d of May 1679, by fir John Nar^Tough, 
to the fame ftation on board the Rupert. On the 6th of 
April 1680, he was made lieutenant of the Briftol ; and on 
the 2oth of December following was promoted to the 
command of the Sampfon firefliip. Nothing farther is 
known of him. 

WHEELER, Sir Francis, — was the defcendant of a 
family of fome antiquity and very refpedlable poireffions in 
the county of Kent. Having early attached himfelf to a 
fea-faring life, he was, on the 30th of April 1678, ap- 
pointed fecond lieutenant of the Rupert, by vice-admiral 
Herbert, who was thdn fecond in command on the Mediter- 
ranean ftation. On May 5, 1679, he was promoted by fir 
J. Narborough, who was then commander in-chief on that 
ftation, to bt hill lieutenant of the fame fhip. He ap- 
pears to have long continued, on the Mediterranean fta- 
tion, as we find him removed' by admiral Herbert, who 
bad then attained the chief command there, to be firft 
lieutenant of the Briftol on the 6th of April 1680. On the 
lith of September following he was promoted, by the 
fame admiral, to be commander of the Nonfuch. In the 
month of May 1681, while captain of this ftiip, a cir- 
cumftance occurred, in itfelf inconfiderable, but fropi the 
ferious and Angular confequences that attended it. The 

• Adventure, 
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Adventure, captain Booth, vns engaged with a large 
Algerine corfairy who was on the point of fubmitting 
when the appearance of the Nonfuch, which was con- 
ceived by tae enemy to be a (hip of their own nation, in« 
duced a longer and very fpirited refiftance, till, at the 
dawn of the following dav, ciqitain Wheeler, having 
hoifted Englilh colours, took poileflion of the pirate, who 
made not the lead reflitance. Circumflances iimilar to 
thofe attending this adion have, in latter days, frequently 
occurred. 

On the 9th of Auguft following captain Wheeler was 
removed into the Kingsfiflier, a fhip of the fame rate 
{a fourth) but fuperior force and fize. In the month of 
0£tober he fell m with the Admiral of Sally, a (lout fhip 
and commanded by a man who behaved with a rtfolution 
highly befitting a mojre honourable caufe than that in 
which he fought. The engagement was obftinate ; but 
after it had contiqued fome hours the corfair ftnick, and 
had received fo much damage in the adion that (he funk 
very foon after captain Wheeler had taken poffeffion of 
her. On the 2^th of Auguft 1683, he was made com- 
mander of the T yger, and was re-commiffioned to the 
fame veiTel on the 4th of May 1685. On the i8th of 
September 1688, when the attack about to be made by 
the prince of Orange was raifed from fufpicion to almoit 
an abfolute certainty, captain Wheeler was appointed, by 
king James, to command the Centurion ; and, as one of 
the laft public a£ls of his fovcreignty, was removed, by 
commiffion from the fame prince, on the i6th of Novem- 
ber following, into the Kent. 

He received Ihc honour of knighthood about this time, 
and did not long continue in the Xlent, as we find him, in 
the month of April, commanding, as fir Francis 
Wheeler, the Rupert. He was difpatched from Portf- 
mouth, on the 4th of May, to join admiral Herbert ; but 
the aftion of Bantry Bay had takeix place, and Herbert 
was on his return to port before fir Francis was clear of 
the Channel. He had, however, the good fortune not to 
return unfuccefsful, having captured a very large and 
valuable tnetch^nt*(hip from St. I>omingo, botind to Breft. , 
In the ooonth of Jnlv he was ctetached by admiral Her^ 
bert, now created eart of Tonington, with twelve (hips 

of 
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rf war of diffferefit fir€«, to look into Breft Harbour ancf 
tratch the ^notions of the' French fleet in that port. He 
had the gbdd fortune during the (hort tinne he was em- 
ployed on this fervice, to capture a fmall French fhip of 
-^^r, bound with difpa^ches from the late kin^ James to 
i'^mnce, and twenty-fix other veffeb', from France, bound 
to Itelandj laden with ftores, provifions, and atjamunition, 
for that prince's army. 

At the battle off Beachy Head he commanded the Albe- 
marle of ninety gims, the tenth fliip in the Britifh line. 
He had now attained fo high a chara6ter, that, in 1602, 
he was, although a very young officer, made rear-admiral 
of the blue, and appointed commander-in-chief of a fqua- 
dron fent to the Weft Indies, with a privilege, which had 
been for fome years difufcd, of wearing the union flag at 
his main-top-maft head as foon as he was clear of found- 
ings. The fquadron, which confifted of the Relblution of 
fixty gtrns fthe flag (hip) ; the Dunkirk of fifty-two; the 
Ruby, the T yger, the Advice, and the Chefter of forty- 
two each ; the Dragon of forty ; the Falcon of thirty-fix ; 
the Experiment, Mermaid and Pembroke of thirty- two 
guns ; together with the London Merchant hofpital-fliip, 
the Canterbury ftore-fhip, the Quaker ketch, a bomb- 
veflel and three fire-lhips*, failed from Cowes road on the 
9th of January 1692-3. It arrived on the 26th of the 
fame month at Madeira, but did not reach Barbadoes till 
the ift of March. It was there refolved in a council of 
war that Marrtinico (hould be immediately attacked ; and 
information was, in confequence, difpatched to general 
Codrington, of the arrival of the fquadron, that he might 
colled the forces, intended to be raifed by the colonies 
as auxiliaries to the regular troops fent from Europe^ 
which confifted of the two entire regiments of Foulka 
and Goodwin, bcfides fotne detachments froiti other 
corps, and recruits, making in the whole a body of fifteen 
hundred men : to thefe were to be added two battalions of 
four hundred men each, raifed purpofely for th^ expedi->. 



* Tbcfc were t» be jomed in <he Weft Indicia by cte Ko^icfr,- 
Diamond and Mordatint of fartyHw* gont each, the Goernfcy of 
twenty-ci^ht, and thie Henry Pmo of twea^-four, wiiich wcr^already 
there. 
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tiofV ^t Barbsdoi^s;4nd fome other coldnial regiments ahdf 
regiilac troops which were with general Codrington in the i 
t/ecward Iibnd& To thefe fir Fn Wheeler, who is faid hf 
Campbdli and wido great appearance of juftice, to have 
been as gallaht and judicious an officer as any in the 
aarf y propofed to add a ootps of fifteen hundred more, 
compofed of volunteer feameh belonging to the fouadron* 
This formidable reinforcement he very fpiritedly, and 
nobly offered to command on (hore, hinfifelr. 

The fleet J having' taken on boanl the troops taifed at 
^arbadoesy fiuled fr^m thence on the 30th of Kfatch, and^ 
anchored in the Cul de Sac Marine at Martinico on the 
ift of April. Sir Francis Wheeler, with the colonels 
Lloyd and Foulke, which laft was the commander-in- 
chief of the land forces, immediately went in a fmall 
veflfel to reconnoitre the coaft and find a convenient place 
to difembark the troops. Sir- Francis encountered the 
greateft perfonal rifle while employed in this occupation, 
a muflcet fliot, from one of the enemy's fmall parties 
which lined the (hore, having ftruck him under the left 
breaft ; but, as it .fortunately happened, from the diftance, 
withoutproducing aiiy worfe ene6k than a violent contu- 
fion. The troops under colonel Foulke were landed the 
next day ; and on the 5th fir Francis himfelf, nothing ^in- 
timidated by his late narrow efcape, went a- (hore with a 
body of five hundred volunteers from the fhips ; and after 
diftrefling the enerfiy by deftroying feveral of their prin- 
cipal fcttlemcats, returned on board the fame night. On 
the 9th general Codrington with the Leeward Ifland 
tro<^s, and colonel Lloyd's regiment, arrived: and the 
troops which had firft landed being all taken on board the 
(hips again, the fleet, in purfuance of the refolutions of a 
gefiieral council of war, weighed anchor on the I2th from 
the Cul de Sac Marine, and iflood towards the bay of 
Port St. Pierre, where it arrived on the 15th. The nc- 
ceflSiry difpofitions for landing the troops being made on 
the loth, they were all put on (hore on the following day, 
and, after a few inconfiderable (kirmifhes with the enemy, 
polTefled themfelves of an eminence which gave them the 
command of all the adjacent country. 

On the following day the field-pieces \<^ere landed : and 
on the I9ih the eAemy Hazarded a -fally on fome or the- 

out- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8o tlVES A^n CHARACTiKS 01^ 

out-pofts : they were, however, driven back with confidcf* 
lable lofs, ana in particular that of their coniinanding,^ 
oiEcer. Thus far every thing appears to have worn si 
favourable afpefl ; but, as is almoft uhiverfally the cafe 
in. expeditions of this nature, the troops began at thi» 
time to grow fickly, and in fo great a oegree that, at a 
council of war held on the 2oth, it was refolved not to 
attempt the fort, which was a regular fortification, but to 
reimbark the troops, and repair with them to Dominica, 
where they might get water ; and where, it was hoped, the 
mortality which prevailed, might be, in fome degree, 
flopped. 

Sir Francis himfelf was fo well aware of that popular 
clamour at home which, almoft ever, attends an un- 
fuccefsful expedition, from what caufe foever its failure- 
may arife, that he infided each individual member of the^ 
council of war ihould give his opinion in writing, that^ 
the nation might be informed who were the particular 
advifers of the abandonment of vigorous meafurcs. It 
appears, that of all the members who compofed it, none, 
fir Francis and lieutenant^coloncl Colt excepted, were for 
continuing the attack. The reafonj given by thofe who* 
difl'ented from the rear-admiral were, that the enemy were 
aiSlually in greater force than the aflailants themfelves : 
that of the regular troops fent from England one*third, 
at l:aft, of them were Irifli Papifts and little to be relied 
on : that the failure of fuccefs, were the attack perfevered ' 
in, might moft probably endanger the fafety of all the - 
other iuands ; as the lofs occafioned by the defeat would * 
reduce the troops to a number incompetent to their de- > 
fence. Thefe confiderations were very forcibly urged; 
and vehemently prefled by general Codrington himielf, 
who, however, as a palliative meafure, and that the charge * 
of having wantonly and timidly abandoned all enterprife 
might not wholly lay at his door, propofed that he was 
ready to undertake theconqueft of Dominica, which being • 
lefs able to rcfift, afforded ilrong probability of fuccefs^ 
provided fir Francis would continue with the fleet fix 
weeks, or two months longer on that ftation. 

To comply with this propofal was totally contrary to. 
the pofitive inftru&ions hr Jrrancis had received, which 
peremptorily enjoined him to quit the Weft Indies by, 
2 the 
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tlie laft day of May ; fo that^ without farther deliberation, 
the fleet failed arid arrived at Dominica on the 23d. 
Having there procured a fmall fupplyofwater,on the^th of 
May it reached St. Chriftopher'sj from whence the troopsj 
raifed at Barbadoes, being impatient to return home, they 
were all foon afterwards difperfed to their fcveral iflands 
and Nations. 

Such was the end of an expecJition^ oh the fuccefs of 
which the greateft expeftations had been formed athome^ 
and in which the lofs by the fword did not exceed one 
hundred and twenty men, while, during the fame period^ 
near a thoufand either abfolutely fell mi ferable vi £lim.s to dif^ 
cafe, or were rendered incapable of fervice. Nor were th* 
common foldiers the only perfons who experienced its 
ravage ; for in the number of thofe who perifhed are to 
be reckoned colonels Foulke and Goodwin> and many 
other officers of confiderable rank. All expeftations 0^ 
conqueft in this part of the world being thus fruftrated^ 
fir Francis Wheeler quitted the Weft Indies the latter 
end of May, purfuant to his inftruftions, and arrived at 
Bofton, after a vefy expeditious paffage, on the 1 2th of 
June, where, prompted as well^by his own natural inclU 
nation for enterprize, as by his orders, he pmpofed to fir 
William Phipps, who was then governor of the province 
of MaiTachuIets Bay, to make an attack on Quebec. 

The want of a fufficient land force to co-operate with 
the fquadron obliged fir William to decline, much againft 
his own wifhes, the attempt. This force it was not pof- 
fible to colled during the time fir Francis was empoweredl 
bv his inftruSions to continue there; and as Campbell 
ooferves, " this grand defign proving every way imprac- 
ticable, was dropt, even by thofe two men who of all 
others had it moft at heart-'* Sir Francis therefore pre* 
pared to return to Europe as expeditioufly as poflible^ 
the men, as foon as they had in fome degree recovered 
their health, re-embarked, and the fquadron was enabled 
to fall from Bofton on the 3d of Auguft. 

Sir Francis oroceeded to Newfoundland in hopes ot 
being able to atcnieve fome fervice that might palliate, in 
the eyes of his countrymen, thofe difappointments he had 
hitherto experienced. Here he was again difappointedi 
lor he found PlacoHtia* the intpnded obie$ of his attack, 
•Vol.il F - 
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better provided and foriified than he expeSed, and, indeed^ 
fo capable of defence, from its numerous newly-eredled 
batteries, and the number of well difciplined foldiers which 
were ftationed to defend th6m, that the attack would, in- 
all probability, have failed, had it been made with the ut- 
moft expedition and fpirit. The paufe neceflarily caufed 
in fir Francis, by that appearance of aiFairs, fo different 
from what he expefled, by no means damped his fpirit, 
or cooled that warm and eager defire of cffeding fome- 
thing that might tend to his country's advantage, which 
was always his chief purfuit. Unpromifing as was 
the afpeft he determined not to abandon the enterprife too 
haftily. He called a council of war, in which he laid 
down a regular and well-digefted plan of attack, the moft 
hazardous and dangerous part of which he himfelf under- 
took to cohdud. The land-officers who were prefent 
at this council greatly out-numbcred the naval-com- 
manders, and were decidedly of opinion, the enterprife 
was not only hazardous, but impradlicable to fucceed. 

Nothing now remained to fir Francis but to lament his 
ill-fortune, and return to England, Neverthelefs, that he 
jnight convince his* countrymen how much he wiihed to 
acquire honour to himfelf, and advantage to them, he fent 
a detachment to St. Pierres, with iiiftrudlions to deftroy a 
fifhing fcttlement, of fome confequence, eftablifhed there 
by the French: a fervice which was efFedlually performed, 
and which, if it was not produftive of any very folid adr 
vantage to Britain, had, at leaft, that fecondary one, of 
diftreffing its enemies. 

On the 28th of Auguft the fquadron failed from the 
Bay of Bulls for England : and that misfortune might 
attend it even to the lait, it did not .reach England till the 
J 8th of Oaob|r, and in fo reduced a ftate that there were 
fcarcely men Aough in health to navigate the fhips into 
port. Camp'^ll thinks proper to obferve, *' that, unfor-r 
tunate as this expedition proved, from beginning to end, 
fir Francis Wheeler, its commander, never fell under the 
ieaft cenfure." In this he is much miftaken. That the 
cenfure was totally undeferved we are very ready to infill 
on ; yet loud* and numerous were the afperfions thrown 

out 

♦ Tiiofc^who vci« moft fof^^rard in ^beir profcffions of loyahy to 

Unif William afcribcd the failure, in round terms, to trcalon and 

** diflaf- 
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OQt againft him^ particularly, when, in the month of- 
November following, he* was appointed to command tht 
fquadron fent to the Mediterranean : fo that neither the 
accounts he tranfmitted home, nor the reprefentations of 
the Weft India colonies,. added to the extradls of pro« 
ceedings in the different councils of war, were fufEcient 
to acquit him in the opinion of the populace. His fove- 
reign treated him witn greater juftice and candour : he 
felt too much for the misfortunes of a brave man> to add 
to them by a capricious, wanton and improper reprehen- 
fion, or teeming difapprobation. It was fuiEcient for 
that prince if a commander's condu6l had deferved, tho* 
it had not obtained, fuccefs ; and on that ground be failed 
not to reward it, though minds lefs noble than his own» 
frequently took occafion to condemn his liberality. 

Sir Francis therefore, almoft immediately on his arrival 
at Portfmouth, was promoted to be rear-admiral of the 
red, and foon afterwards to be conunander-in-chief in the 
Mediterranean, a preferment which, as Campbell juftly 
remarks, he obtained purely by his merit *• The fqua* 
dron deftined for the Streights, which was put under his 
command in the month of November, confmed of twenty 
ihips of war and frigates t : but fir Francis was ftill the 
child of misfortune ; he was detained upwards of a month 
by contrary winds and the want of ftores, fo that he did 
not fail till the 27th of December ; and even then is faid, 
by Lediard, to have been obliged to leave behind two ox 
three of his fmaller fhi^s to convoy the ftore-ihips and 
victuallers, which were deftined to attend him but were 
not then ready to fail. On the 29th he was joined, off 
Plymouth, by the Warfpight and Chatham, with eigh- 
teen or twenty merchant-(hips from the fame port bound 
to the Streights. This pailage was very favourable and 

difTaffcQion ; while the more moderate, contented themfclves with 
laying, farcaftically, that the fleet returned to England, having done 
nothing, and that its commander had not found one reafonablc excufc 
for not completing the great plan laid down for him to purfue. Nothing 
it more eafy than to fight battles, and condu£l warlike operations, by 
the firefide. 

* But which certainly expofed him to envy, 

f He was to be joined alfo by a fquadron bf Dutch (hips under the 
command of vice-admiral Callemburgb. 

F 2 txp«di« 
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cQipeditiousy for on the 4th of January the fleet hiid ad- 
vanced as far on its voyage as Cape Finifterre ; at which 
time fir Francis detached the ftips bound to Oporto, with 
a proper convoy to attend them. Two days afterwards, 
having received infonnatioii that five French Ihips of 
war were cruifing between the rock of Liibon;^ and Cape 
St. Vincent, he ordered, with a proper care and attention, 
five third and fourth rates, together with a "fire-ftiip, to 
attend the Lifbon and St. Ubes fhips into thofe ports. 
After this afn event occurred which expofed himi to cenfure, 
and, as it appears, very unjuftly. Tne faS, as relied by 
Lediard, is, that on the i jth of January, the fleet being 
then near Cape St. Vincent, four large frcnch (hips were 
fccn at the clofe of the evening : fir Francis inftandy 
made the fignal for a proper number of his fhips to chace ; 
iut the Fr«ich fliips outfailing thofe which were de- 
tached in purfuit of them, and very foul, thick weather 
Coming on, a fignal was made for the fhips to difcontinu^ 
the chace, in order that they might not lofe compamr 
with the fleet. This being the ferious and true ftate of 
the conduft of fir Francis on this occafion, no ^rfon 
iirho pretends to the leaft candour, can impute to him thf 
finallefi: degree of criminality. 

To have adted otherwife would have been to have aftccf 
imprudently. And theJoudefl: of thofe who afifeiShd to 
condemn the recall of the chacing-fliips,wotild have been 
among the foremoft to condemn the admiral's rafhnefs 
had any unforefeen misfortune happened to them in con- 
fequence of feparation *. In the morning fix fail were 
feen a-ftern ; and fir Francis immediately lay-to, that the 
Ihips, if belonging to his fquadron, might get up with 
bim ; or, if enemies, that he might coJleS his force to 



* Neverthclefs, there are fpjnc who bavc hi^d tlj« iwparalkle^ sik 
darhy to charge thU unfortunate and brave CQimnancier with *' calling, 
back the captsiins juH as they had raifed the fpirit of their iseo by 
. pointing to the flying enemy and telUpg there they went tp chafiiii^ 
not fight, with them.*' To this his enemies far^afticaUy add, "hi» 
re^fon could not but be afked, for it was not )n human fagacity, un« 
taught hit private inflru£liODs« to guefs at it/' ** It was (be &i4) left 
they (hould lofe company.*' But the accufauon itfelf becomet pafie- 
lyric; and the charge, recoiling on thofe who 4cnt it forth, po« 
liac^s nothing but their own dtlgraee. 

8 ~ receive 
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rtctive the«. On the 15^9 at nighty the wind bedme 
eontriry; but ii^ftifig round to the iKMrthward, in thf 
morning the fleet was enabled to ma^t fail. Soon after 
which four Ftench flitps of war were difcovered ta 
windward, f^ar Cape Lagos, and two otl^rs under th« 
fliofe at a Aill grealer cliftance. The admiral immedi* 
jitely ^Kigali to take every precaution prudence could fug* 
gcft for the fecurity of the merchant-fliips under his con- 
voy, by sMtking a iignrf for them to bear away ta 
leeword, vf hich was inmiediately followed by one to vice- 
admaral Hopfi^a to dmce to wiisdward with five othcf 
flu^of hi* divifion. Thofe of the enemy being clean 
ihifs jtift out of port, and in all probability better failing 
vefleb, ittifortunately efcaped. 

Ledtard farther adds, that, in confequence of thf 
enemy's too fucce£sful fl*ght, it wag immediately refolvedp 
in a council of war,, that rearradmiral Neville, in the 
Royal Oak, with the Warfpight, York, Chatham, and 
two Dutch Aips of feventy guns each, with two firefhips, 
ifaould ftand away for Cape St. Vincent in hopes of falling 
in with die French fliips^ and after having cruifed in that 
ftatiofi fame days they ibouid endeavour to join the ihips of 
war which were cxpftfted to return, about that time, froif 
convoying the Lifton and St. Ubcs fleet. They were aU 
to proceed in compaay for Cadis. The veracity and 
authentic inforotuttton of the author juft quoted few 
have <ver doubted : and from the foregoing account^ 
which, dependii^ on tedimony of fuch credit, we have 
Itttie neafon to diibelieve, we fcarce know whether moft 
to admire, the zfal and propriety of the admiral's condudt^ 
or moft to condemn that, of thofe malicious perfons wh<> 
imve eadeavoured to impofe on the world a very different 
and unjuft reprefentation of it *. 

The 

* ** EzgAt dayi GiccclHvely were the French vclTcli fccn fouf or fix 
together aad at various diftdiaces : every fight of them produced an 
order to chace, and every oi;def had the fame cfFeQ. If the captaina 
uo^erfiood their duty they came hack, and fai^ the French oatfaile4 
them : if they could lefs be truftcd, they were called off. The fleet 
muil sot be feparated. Men. gave Qpimon$ varioufly : they talked of 
cowardicej but that is the leall probable caufe with the Englifh. 
What we accufe under this name is often fecret treachery. 

" The Butch, vho were in earnell, exclaimed, and lir Francis CduM 
1^ refufe to liften to them. He allowed rear-admiral Nevillci with 

F3 three 
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The admiral arrived at Cadiz, according to Campbell 
tnd Lediard, on the 19th of January ; but, according to 
the Gazette, not till the 29th, having had the good for- 
tune, which appears to have been the greateft inftance of 
It that ever attended him through life, of carrying fafe 
into Cadiz one hundred and fixty.five merchant-fhips 
under his convoy, the whole number that had failed with 
him from England, one only excepted which had parted 
company during the voyage, Rear-admifal Neville with 
his detachment, and the (hips before fent to Liibon and 
8t. Ubes, are faid to have re-joined him at Cadiz on the 
15th. Sir Francis, having appointed the convoy which 
lAras to return to England under the command of vice- 
admiral Hopfon, put to fea on the loth of February, in- 
tending to fail for the Mediterranean ; but the wind 
coming contrary, he was obliged to bear away for the 
Bay of BuIlS| where he anchored on the following day. 
On the 17th he failed a^in, and lay-to the fame evening 
off Gibraltar with the v^ind at weft : about two the next 
morning he again made fail with the wind northerly. 
About fevcn the wind fuddenly came round to the fouth-^ 
ward, and very foon flew back to the northward again. 
Before eight it blew very hard from the eaft-north-eaft, 
accompanied v^ith much thunder and rain ; znd{ foon in- 
creafed to fuch a ftorm that th^ fleet was obliged to bear 
^way to the fouthward. At one in the afternoon the 
fquadron wore and lay-to with their heads to the north- 
ward. In the courfe of the following night the (hips of 
the fquadron were all yery muchdifperfed ; many of thena 
unfortunately miftaking the Bay of Gt|>raltar for the 
Streight-s mouth, were driven on (hore and totally loft ; 
others, who efcaped that fpecies of deftru6tion, ^xperi*^ 

three ibipi, to join two of tbcirt. It was all they afked ^ and they 
promifea, if they could meet the French (hips, to bring a good ac-^ 
count of them.' 

** This fquadron ^ited for them off Cape St. Vincent ; but the 
admiral allowed them only a few days the hope of finding them. He 
fent thebi orders to follow him to Cadiz."— HilV^' Naval Hiftory 
of Britain. Book 17th. 

We have infcrtcd the above account, not becaufe we think it dc* 
ferves credit but to fiiew how differently the fame fa£l can be related 
hy two pcrfons who are not fo fortunate u to fie it in the fame UgAt, 

' . " cnc€4 
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€nccd a fate no lefs horrible, by foundring at fca* In this 
number was the Suffex, the adn^iral's (hip*, every perfon 
on board which periflied, two Moors excepted. 

The adnnirars body was driven on (hore on the lift; 
and, from the circumftance of its being found with no- 
thing on it but the fhirt, it was conjeSured by fome, that 
when he faw the lofs of the Ihip was inevitable he threw 
himfelf into the fea endeavouring to fave his life by 
fwimming. Thus periflied, and in a way even his ene- 
mies muft have lamented, the brave, though unfortunate, 
fir Francis Wheeler, a man, from the undefenjpd clamour 
raifed againft him, moil truly entitled to unfverfal com* 
paflion ; but that the calumny of difcontented men leaves 
behind it no ftain. The fponge of time waflies off the tem- 
porary foil, nor fuffers the fnralleft trace to remain of its 
having ever exifted. The body was embalmed and fent 
U> Englaiid for iniermeotp 



1681. 

BERKELEY, Charles.— Lord Berkeley, of Stratton, in 
the county of Devon, was the eldeft fon of the well-known 
fir John Berkeley, the faithful fervant of king Charles the 
Firft, and his fon and fucceflbr Charles the Second. The 



• *• Whitehall, March 28, 1694.. On Saturday the 17th of la& 
month, about five in the afternoon, fir Francis Wheeler failed fron» 
Gibraltar, with the fhips under his command, bound up the Streights,^' 
the wind at N. W. On Sunday, about ten in the morning, there 
arofe a mod violent fiorm, with thuiider, lightening, and a great deal 
of rain, the wind at £ and £. N. £. and changing afterwards ta 
£. S. £. The florm continued all that day, and the night following* 
On Monday the igtb, about five in the morning, fir Francis Wheeler*! 
own ihip the Suflex foundred, he and all his men being loft, except 
two Moors. About the fame time the Cambridge, the Lumley Caftle,* 
the Serpent bomb-ketch, the Mary ketch, and fix merchant*(hips were 
all driven a fhore and lofi on the ea(Ufide of Gibraltar."-* Gazette^ 
No, 2961. 

The Dutch writers fay it was the moft dreadful ftorni ever known 
|n thpfe ieas fincc the memory of .man. 

F 4 latter 
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UUet fi>ver«ign, in grxte^l confideratlon c^ his emineiH 
fervices and c6nftant attachment to him, created him ai 
peer of Great Britain^ by letters patent, dated at BruiTels. 
on the 19th of May 1658. 

Charles, of whom we are about to fpeak, enterpd, at: 
the early age of fourteen years, into a military life. He 
ferved as ^ volunteer two campaigns in the French army^' 
When fixteen years old he returned to England, and was 
apipointed, firft a guidon ami afterwards a lieutenant of bis 
rpajefty'fi troop of borfe guards : but obfervitig thc*c wast 
little occafion for his feivice in that line, and his aftivc 
fpirit prompting an eager defire of qualifying him.felf for 
the fervice of his king and country, he went to fca, where 
he continui^d two years. In that time he made fych prot 
grefs in the art of navigation, and gave fo many teftimo- 
Qiies of his fkill in maritime affairs, far beyond others of 
much longer ftanding, and riper years, that upon his rctora 
he was honoured> by the king, with the command of the 
Tyger, This appointment took place on the 2d of July 
io8f . He was lent foon afterwards to the {Jtreights to 
yeprefs the infolence of thofe nefts of pirates, Sallee and 
Arglers. Not long after this time he unfortunately fell 
fick of the fmall pox, and died in the Mediterranean on 
^hc 6th (lay of March 1682, being then only twenty years, 
three rponths and three days of ag^ 

His body was embalmed and brought to England ; it was 
buried in great funeral pomp at Twickenham, in the 
pounty of Middlefex, on the 2|ft of September 1682. 

DERING, Daniel, — was appointed lieutenant oif the 
Frirtol on the 27th of November 1 679 i and before the 
ponclufion of the fame year v^as removed into the fame 
ftatioji on board the Rupert. Gn the i6th of July i68rj, 
Jie was promoted to the connnand qf the Dover. 

GOJ/DING, John, — is known only as having 4)een 
appointed commander of the Golden Rofe, a prize taken 
from the Algerines, in the year 1681. There is fom^ 
yeafon, however, to fuppofe he was made fecond licuter 
nam of the Triumph as far back as the year 1673; and 
that fee was the fon of the John Golding whom we have 
already given fomc account of*. 



^ Vol- 1- P- 67*. 
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. MACDONBfc, Or MACDONALD, Rtfidri^*-^^ 
the defcendant of a very Aocteot find -hoooiu^abfe faimhr 
fettled in the noithern {>art of Scotland ; a jfamiljr wfciai 
ever was di&inguiflied for its perfonal attai^hment to tbt 
houfe of Stuart, but 4ti whkh it perfevercd vci^y impfo-i 
perly and niinoufly |o itfelfy after this miftaken lograJl^r 
bad| from the neceflary chat^ df go^^erflntent and |he good 
of the whole cpimnunityy been iegsAly proiioiinoed iy tkd 
gonefal v<)ice and opiniohirebeliion andts-tafen. 

He was appointed thiid lieutenant of the Charles oA 
^9th of March 1678.: and on the Xjidi of Jiepletnbef fol*^ 
lowing was- promoted to foe feoond lieuliencint df the Csrp* 
tain. He was fent s^terwar^to lhe£t4rHghts» ^rhere^ en 
the 2ad of Febiniaty 1 68©, he was lemoved, by vice* 
iadnural Herbert, t<0 be lieutenant 0f the BrifW. On the 
27th of Atjguft i68i, be was promoted, by the &me ad«« 
ouFal, to be captain of the Gokien Horfe, a prize taben 
frosn the Algerines. On the 4th of July 168^, he was 
removed, by a commiirion from the admiralty, into tlie 
Greyhound* He continued to cofnnlaAd the uMe ytflbl, 
and 00 the fame ftation, many years ^ and in the tnosiitls 
i9f June 1685, ^^^ ^ ^^^ com^icuous part iii »n anadc^ 
laade under, hifei ditedion, dn the $aiietine fhipping in the 
harbour of Mamora. This atta^ beirig proje^ed hj . 
piptain Leight€«i, who commanded the Lark tMi the fame 
ilation, the particular account of it is, with more pro-^' 
priety, given in.'his life. Neverthelefs the fucceis is not 
to be wholly imputed to him, captain Macdonald baving 
eminently contributed to its fuccefs by his prudent diipo« 
fition and arrangpment of the attack : indeed, on every 
occafion wh^re bis name occurs in -the line ^f fervka, he 
appears * to have been confidered as a very a£brve land 

* Extradnora letter from Cadiz, Augiift ike s^tfa, 1685. 
•• Captain MacdonaM, Cdtirmander of !ii$ tnaj<ffly*s fW]p the (>fe^- 
houBd, who CQaiiiif^nded*tA-chief at the late C^vkc performed by his 
i>oat,aod thofe pf his majefty's other frigates, in burning the fl^ips in 
the river of Mamora, advifes that, having fincc that time beencruifing 
at fea in company with 'the Lark, captain Leigbton commander, oti 
jthe 4th infiant, they met with, and chaced a-Ihore, two fmall veflels 
^longing to the enemy within fix miles of Cape de Gatt. They were; 
^fter warps burnt by the boats belonging to the £ngliib (hips, the mea 
^)l«ii»pii^.'? 

intelli- 
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iatelHgcnt officer. . On the 22d of April 1667, he was 
^pointed, by king James the Second^ to command the 
Kichmond ; and on the 24th of May, in the following 
year, removed into the Afliirance. In this command he 
continued till after the lahding of the prince of Orange, 
when his known srttachment to, and very forward zeal, 
for the fervice of his late fovcreign caufed his difmiflion 
from command on the 13th of December. 

He continued to preferve that perfona) attachment to 
James which we have already had occafiwi to mention, fo 
ihat he was one of the few confidential perfons entrafted, 
not only with the fecret of his flight but with the manage- 
meat * of it. He accompanied his exiled fovereign to 
France, and from thence to Ireland, exhibiting a 
degree of loyalty which had never been enough admired, 
had the perionage, on whom it was beftowed, been pro- 
perly worthy of fo true and faithful a fervant. ile is 
iuppofed to have died in France,, but in what year is not 
known. 

. RANDALL, Edward^ — was appointed, by vice-ad- 
miral rierbert, to be commander of the Ann Saitee, on 
the 20tb of June 1681. On the 20th 6f May 1682, he 
was removed into the James galley, of which veffel he 
was commiflioned to ferve as lieutenant only. On the 
19th of July he was promoted again to the rank of com- 
mander, and made captain of the Half Moon, a prize 
juft before taken from the Alg^rines. Nothing farther 
IS known of him. 

• ** Capt, MacdonaJd brought word before twelve o'clock at ni^ht 
•Q the 22d of December, that captain Trevanion waa come up with 
the fliallop. 

" The King went to bed at bis ufual hour. As foon as the company 
VIS gone he got up, drcffed, and went by the back-Hairs through the 
prden, where Macdonald (laid for him, with the duke of Berwick ao4 
A(r. Qiddulph, to fliew them the way to Trevanion't boat." 

Macpherfoii's Sute Papen, Vol. I. p* 169. 
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CARLISLE, Charles,~wais, Oil the i8di of April 
1682, appointed lieutenant of tlie Ruby. On the 18th of 
November following he was promoted to the command 
of the Deptford ketch, and on the ad of December was 
removed into the Francis. Soon after his new appoint* 
tnent he was fent to the Weft Indies, where he pertbrmed 
a very iignal fervice to his country, in the deftrudion of 
k pirate who had long infefted that part of the World. 
Sir William Stapleton, at that time governor-general of 
the Leeward Iflands, having received information of the 
depredations this veflcl had juft before committed, dif* 
patched captain Carlifle in fearch of it, as well as of feveral 
others which had been almoft equally notorious and miA^ 
chievous. On the lil of Auguft he had the good fortune 
to difcover the very Ihip he was in fearch of, at anchor ia 
the road of St. Thomas, one of the Virgin Iflands. She 
was called the Trompeufe, and commanded by a perfoi^ 
of the name of Hamlyn, who had long diftinguiihed him<» 
Jclf both by the magnitude of his piracies, and the cruelty 
with which they were almoft invariably attended. He 
had captured feventeen large ihips of different natloni, 
many of them of great value. Eleven of thefe belonged 
to the Englifl) ; againft whom, when his prifoners, it vrak 
obfervable, his l^rbarity and cruelty was moft particuv 
larly exercifed. 

As fbon as the Francis had run in, within gun-fhot of 
the pirate the latter fired a ftiot, which was immediately 
repeated by one from^the caftle, both of them direSed at 
captain Carlifle's ftiip. He immediately fent on fhore to 
the governor of the caftle to require the reafon of fuch 
eondu£t ; and demanded that the pirate ihould be, as the 
common enemy of all mankind, immediately delivered up 
to him. An evafive anfwer wa^ returaed, and captain 
fCarlifle immediately began to make the neceflary prepa* 
fatloiis to burn t^ pirate, notwithftanding be lay under 

the 
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the very guns of the fort. When the night approached 
the boats were Tent, manned and armed with a proper 
^antity of combuftibles and fire- works, to put this refo- 
lution in praftice. This was done in fo fpirited and ef- 
fectual a manner that tjie pirntte was almolt immediately 
Completely in flames. The boats having executed this 

£art of their commiffion rowed between the (hip and the 
lorft, in drto to x:^ oiF the xttttui ^f fhe pTii^ie^ who 
might atcetn{)t to mAA tbtif eicape i kUt this had httm 
pwcrmQy eitdtod by all tfac crew, except ikkt, wh<^ weft 
tak«ir ^rifoneb. When the pirate bltv^ up a ^ieco of 
flaming timberitas Carrrcd', by the eKpli^fioni on beaid 
liDCPther ihip whith lay hi the road» and burnt her »ifo» 
This -^as a piece tif Movidendal juftice, ftu: the latjter 
ittfiiel l^ad been partioikrl); CtfViceaUe to the pirate^ by 
tvot only aftfl&ng him to taattaa but aUb Ibpplying htm 
^rkh many ikire^ of which he ilood nnich in waat* 

Captain Carl^ifle having fucalfsfully atdiieved this ex* 
Uoit laikd Hhe next morning; alid» at a fiiort AiAattOC 
ihrni the barbqur^ dilbovered a (hip a^ground, which^ on 
eantnination, pr6ved to be lideo wi£ cables, €ordftg&> 
and «tfaer tiavtd ftores^ purpofely defigned fdr tha t^quip<> 
antfnt and fuppiy^ of the piratical vei^s^ which Ware^ at 
Aax time, accui^med to reibrt to St* Thomas's^ as lo a 
fiAfty both "for tho fale of their plunder wd«the ftipf^y id 
tteir wants^ This veflfel being iikewifc fet on ftrc, cap*, 
tain Carliflr returned to Nevis without hiving fuAainod 
ifae ftnalteft itifs during this flhfficuk, and -dailgi^roHS e^pe^ 
liitiofu Tiiis fiiceefs was of conrfiderabltt conibqtrence t« 
mnmctce, for the four prifeners who were, as has beea 
«im«dy related, taken from. on board the pirate, confefled 
that, as part of the plunder acquired during their laft voy*. 
Iig6> Aieie had been landed at die caftle, a very large cfaeft 
Dif g61d*duft, one hundred and fifty wedges of iilver, two 
liuAdred liegs of coined money, befides plate, jewels, cie*- 
pfaaatV teeth, and a variety of other valuable goods, and 
iommodrties. No tranfac^cons relative to the life of 
feap^n Carlifle, after this tittie, havb reached our 
ftnDwIedge. 

iSIFFORD, Sir William, —on the ad of November 
1676, was appointed to ferve as fecond lieutenalnt of the 
pnigoxu O4 the sth of Novem^r in^ the fpUowing ' 

year 
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year he was removed into the fame ftation on board the 
Centurion j and on the loth of December following into 
the Mary. On the 14th of January 1678-9, he was pro- 
moted to be firft Ueuteaaat of the Briftnl hy fir John Nar» 
boroughy.who at that time held the chief comoaaQd in tbc 
Streights. On the nth of April i68::(, he w|is maci^ 
captain of 4fae ^ark* Oa the 23d of February 1683*4% 
he was reamoved ia^ the Mermaid^ to which veflel he 
was afterwards twice re-commiffioned, fir€ on the ift of 
June r68t ; and again 00 the ift of April i68j;« On the 
ift of November 1688, he was apfiointed to iromoiand tbt 
Phoenix i this period was almoli literally the eve of the 
Revolution, after which we do not find him employed^ al 
Icaft during the i%ign of king William, 

Soon aftpr the acceffion of queen Anne he was appoint«u 
commiflioner of the navy refidont at Portfmoutht aa 
office, as it is well known, of high honour and much 
tmft. This aj^KMncment fufficienthir proves bis former 
retirement was voluntary, or that the reafons which caufed 
his non-e«nployment were nugatory or wnjuft. He re*» 
ceived, as an additional proof df bis worth, the hpiicur of 
knighthood foon after this time. In the year 17P5 he 
veas aj>pointed an extra- commiffioner of the navv ; and^ 
on the 23d of April 1 708, governor of Greenwicn holpi- 
tal ; which office, it is beUeved, be paQefled till the time 
of his deAth, 

LIGHTON, Thoiiras,-~wa8 of^ointed lieutenant of 
the Mary Rofe on the loth of May 1679, and of the 
Crown on the 30th of O^ober i6qi. On the nth of 
July 1682, he was promoted, by admiral Herbert^ to tt)e 
command of the 1 wo Lyons, a prize taken trom the 
Algerines. On the lathof July 1683, he was removed 
into the Drake ; and, on the 23d of February 1683-4, 
into the l^ark. This (hip being one of the Mediterra'- 
nean fquadron, a fervice in which he (captain Ligbton) 
appears to have b^en employed ever fince he became a 



* He is faid, in an oiBcial paper belonginj^ to the akdmiraltVy not 
to have taken rank a< a poft captain till the sbth of February 1^83-4. 
If this is true, which, indeed, we have no reafoa to din>e]ieve, he 
cetld offly hare been apppipted ading commander of the Lark. 

commander. 
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commander. He projected an enterprize * againft fbaie 
Salletine fliips of war and other veflels, which was crowned 
with the mod brilliant fuccefs* On the 4th of April 



* Tbe following account of diis atuck was officially given in the 
Gazette, No. 2054. 

*' Capuin Lighton in his majefty's (hip the Lark, captain Macdo' 
aald in the Greyhound, with the Bonadventure commanded by Mr/ 
Fairborne, her lieutenant, captain Pricflman being fick a-fliore, arriv- 
ing on the i£th pad, before Mamora. Captain Lighton flood clofe 
in with the bar, and faw two fliips at anchor within the harbour, 
which be knew to be Hackome, admiral of Sallee, and another fliip 
of war that had not long been there; U]>on which, and the informa- 
tion he received next day from four Chrifiians, and particularly from 
Thomas Phelps, who efcaped from the fliQre, he refolved to attempt 
the burnine of them, and communicated the fame to captain Macdo« 
mid and Mr. Fairborne, who having approved thereof, they agreed to 
lend in all their boats under the command of Mr. Macdonald in the 
Greyhound's boat, the Lark's boat being commanded by captain Ligh-» 
ton's brother, the Bonadventure's pinnace by Mr. Harris, accompa- 
iiied by Mr. Littleton, and the yawl by Mr. Brifl>ane, both Midfliip- 



men extraordinary, all manned with chofen men well armed and- 

a mflicient quantity of fireworks. At eight o'clock at 

fitght they put off from the fliips in good order, and fell in with the 



bar about ten. They found each Me of the channel well guarded, 
and the^fliips too, which was more than they expelled, but not fuffi*- 
cient to deter the aflailants, for they boldly rowed in, and boarded the 
Ihips, which they found manned with 20 or 30 men each, and armed 
with great guns and patararoes. After a fierce difpute on both fides, 
with volleys of fmall and great fliot from the town and caftles, which 
were not above half piflol-ihot difiant, by continually firing fmall fliot 
and throwing in hand grenadocs they cleared tbe flnp's decks and en-t- 
tered them, letting them on fire in feveral places. They killed feve- 
ral Moors, deftroyed what other veflcls and boats were then there, and 
carried off four Chriftians. 

** Hackome's fliip was mounted with thirty-fix pieces of cannon 
and about twenty-five patararoes. The ether was Plumafii ; his fliip 
carried twenty-fix or twenty-eight ^uns and as many patararoes. Both 
would have been completely fitted in fifteen or twenty days, and there- 
I fore had on board all their ammunition and habiliments of war, with 
all their (ails, together with the greateft part of the furniture and rig« 
ging for their new fliips building at Sallee. Thefe with feveral othera 
were^confunred in lefs than two hours, and our men and boats fafe on 
board again. The lofs on our fide was inconfiderable in refpefl to tho ' 
difficulty and danger of the fervice, having but one man mortally 
wounded, and five or fix others flightly hurt. They all behaved them-, 
felves with the greatefl courage and obedience to their orders, efpe* 
cially in defpifing all manner of plunder, as they had been cautioned 
by captain Lighton and captain Macdonald." 

1688, 
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i688» he was made commander of the Guernfey. On 
the 15th of June following he was removed into the 
Briftol ; and, on the 22d of December, was appointed by 
lord Dartmouth who ftill continued admiral of the fleet, 
to command the St. David. He continued to ferve after 
the revolution, and was made captain of the Montague. 
In the month of September 1690, he was prefent at the 
fiege of Cork ; and finding little opportunity was to be 
expelled of (ignalizing himfeif in his natural and proper 
line of fervice, he followed th« example of the ever-to-bc 
lamented duke of Grafton, and many other gallant naval 
officers, in attaching himfeif, as a volunteer, to the de- 
tachment which was ordered to ftorm a breach made in 
the eaft part of the wall. It does not appear by the ofBciaJ 
account given of this tranfadlon, that he was among the 
wounded, fo that although he died on the 9th of Oftober, 
it is moft probable this was occafioned by a difeafe 
induced by fatigue or fome natural caufe. 

SAINT LOE, George, — was the defcendant of a 
very refpfidable family long fettled in the county of Dor- 
fet. He was appointed lieutenant of the Phoenix by 
commiflion from king Charles the Second, dated the 16th 
of January 1677-8. This fhip was fent foon afterwards 
to the Mediterranean, where he was removed, by admiral 
Herbert, into the fame ftation on board the Hampfhire. 
He was promoted to the command of the Dartmouth on 
the nth of April 1682 ;*and was re-commiflioned to the 
fame fhip on the 24th of March 1684-5. On the 30th of 
Aiigufl 1688, he was appointed to the Portfmouth. He 
continued in command after the revolution ; and in the 
year 1 690, was taken by the enemy and carried into Breft * 

after 

' ■ I ■■! II i> » ^ III I i» II .. ■■ ■ ■■!■ ■ I I ■■!■ M I M I . I . 

* During his captivity he appears to have made many flirewd and 

ufcful remarks on the oeconomy and management of the French navy. 

The following cxiraQ, from England's Safety, a book printed m 

X«ot!don anno 1693, is too remarkable to be omitted, notwitbllanding 

/ it has been already ufed by Campbell. 

"'While I was' at Breft," fays captain Saint Loe, " I was afloniflied 
at the expedition ufed by the French iu manning artd fitting out their 
ihips, which, till then, 1 thought could be done no where fooner than 
in England, where we have ten times the ihipping, and confequently 
«en times more feamen than they have in France. But there I faw 
twenty (ail of fiiips, of about iixty guns each, got ready in twenty days 

time : 
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after a v^ry defpcrate engagement, in which he was fa 
feverely wounded as to be feveral months before he reco- 
vered. It does not appear he had any naval command 
after this time : but \n the year 1693, which was very 
foon after his return from captivity, he was appointed an 
extra- commiflioner of the navy. In 1695 he was ma^ 
commiflioner-refident at Plymouth. He was removed 
from thence to Chatham in the year 1703. He continued 
in that office till the acceffion of George the Firft, when 
he was involved in the very extenfive difmiflion which 
took place almoft immediately after that event. It is not 
lyiown at what particular time he died. 

SCROPE, Adrian, — ^wa$ the defcendant of a very an- 
cient Lincolnfliire family, and nephew of the well-known 
colonel Adrian Scrope, one of the regicides. He was 
appointed Keutenant of the Forrefter in 1672 ; in the fol- 
lowing year he was made fecond lieutenant of the Sove- 
reign ; and on the i6th of April 1677, of the Montague. 
On the 28th of January 1677-8^ he was promoted to be 
firft lieutenant cj the Dreadnought. On the 27th of 
April 1680, h^ was removed into the Diamond ; and on 
the loth of January following into the Tyger prize. On 
the 15th of July 1082, he was promoted, by admiral Her- 
fcert commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean, to be cap- 
tain of the Rpd Lion> a prize taken from the Algerines* 
Nothing farther is known of him. 

SHAKPE, Bartholomew, — is known only as having 
been appointed captain of the Bonetta floop on the 30th rf 
November 1682. 

STRODDER, George,— was appointed commander 
of the Cleveland yacht on the 31ft of Oftober 1682. 

tim^: they were brought in, and the men difchar^cd; and upon aft^ 
order from Paris they were careened, keeled up, ngged, viftuaJlerf, 
aianned, and out a^in ia the hid time, witb the greatefl eaCe ima- 
ginable* I Hke^yire faw a ihip» of one hundred guns, had all her gua» 
taken out there in four or five hours time, vhich I never faw dome in 
f Agland in (wenty-Cbur hours, and tfai» witb great cafe and lc& 
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COAL, Thomas,— was appointed cttomander of the 
Ifabella yacht on the I2th of June 1683. He was twice 
recommiilioned to the fame veflel ; firft, on the 26th of May* 
1685; land, fecondly, on the ift of May 1687. On the 
24th of May 1688, he was made lieutenant of the Green- 
wich ; and on the 30th of Augull following was again 
promoted to the rank of commander, and appointed to 
the Pearl. Embracing the caufe of his country, and the 
jntereft of the prince of Orange, he was continued in 
command by that perfonage, after he afcended the throne, 
by the title of William the Third. We find him ap- 
pointed, in the year 1690, to command the Tyger, and 
lent to the Streights under the command of admiral 
Killcgrew*. When that officer prepared to return to 
Europe he difpatched captain Coal commanding officer 
or commodore of the convoy fent with the Smyrna fleet. 

On his return to Europe, after having fuccefsfully ex- 
ecuted this fervice, he was, in the year 1691, difpatched 
with a fquadron of Eriglifti and Dutch (hips, to cruife off 
the coafl: of Ireland, for the purpofe of preventing the 
introduQion of any fupplies from France for the ufe of 
James's party in that ifland. On this occafion he 
rendered all the fervice naturally to be expeSed from an 
adiive and intelligent officer; having, in particular, mucK 
contributed to the furrender of Limerick, by repeatedly 
cannonading and difturbing the enemy's intrenched camp, 
where the laft remains of their cavalry were ftationed ; 
and alfo by blocking up the port fo eff^eftually as to cut 
off all l\opes both of fuccour and retreat in the laft extre- 
mity. In the month of September 1692, he was ap- 
pointed to command the Dreadnought, and continued in 
the fame (hip many years, moft probably till after the 
treaty at Ryfvvick. He continued to be employed during 

« Vol. I. p. 341. 

Vot. 11/ G the 
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the remainder of kihg William's reign, but we have not 
\fhen able to difcover in what particular (hips or ftations. 
Wc are alfo ignorant whether he was appointed to any 
fiiip after the acceffion of queen Anne : fo high, however, 
was the eftimation in which hisfervices were held, that he 
received from that fovereign the honour of knighthood ; 
and having become, through age and infirmities, incapa- 
ble of farther fervice, was put on the fuperannuated lifl;. 
in the year 1706, with a penfion of 146I. a year. He^ 
died on the 19th of December 17 10. , ^ 

FISH, Gregory, — is known only as having been ap- 
pointed, in the year 1683, cotumander of the Scheedam 
a prize taken from the Dutch in the former war, 

GEORGE, John, — ^was appointed lieutenant of the 
Portfmouth in 1672. From thi? veflel he was removed 
to the fame ftation on. board the Forefight on the 27th of 
July 1674. He was promoted, on the 29th of May 1677, 
to be firft lieutenant of the Leopard ; and on the nth of 
September, in the following year, to the fame ftation on 
board the Happy Return. On the 1 3th of January 1679, 
he was again made lieutenant of the Leopard. On the 
14th of April 1683, he was appointed firft lieutenant of 
the Grafton, and on the 17th of December following was 
promoted to the command of the Deptford ketch. On 
the 23d of March 1683-4, he was removed into the Rofe, 
after which time his name does not occur in the fervice. 

GRAFTON, Henry, Duke of,~.ihe firft who bore 
that title. He was the natural fon of king Charles the 
Second, by Barbara Villiers, dutchefs of Cleveland, and 
ivzs born on the 20th of September 1663. He was made 
a peer of England on the i6th of Auguft 1672, by the 
titles of baron of Sudbury, vifcount Ipfwich, and earl of 
Eufton, all in the county of Suffolk; and on the nth of 
September 1675, was created duke of Grafton, in the 
county of Northampton. Difcovering great propen- 
fity to the naval fervice, he went early in life to fea as a 
volunteer under fir John B^ry ; fo that, having been on 
the 31ft of Auguft 1680, "elcfted knight-companion of 
the moft noble order of the garter, being then at fea under 
that brave commander, he was obliged to be inftalled by 
his proxy, fir Edward Villiers, knight, afterwards earl of 
Jerley. This ceremony took place on the 30th of Sep- 

tember 
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tember following. On the 15th of December 1681, h« 
was efeded, by the corporation of the Trinity Houfe, one 
of their elder brethren; and on the 30th of the fame 
month was appointed colonel of the firft regiment of foot 
guards*. His promifing talents, and forward zeal to 
diitinguifii himfelf, were fuch as to induce his royal father 
to declare him, on the 13th of January 1683-4, when be 
was not yet twenty years old, vice-admiral of England. 
This office is to be confidered as merely honorary, 
and of a civil nature, fo that we are not to be furprifecf 
at finding him appointed a private captain, as commander 
of the Grafton, a third rate of fevcnty guns, on the 1 8th 
of April 1683. On the 24th of the fame month he was 
conftituted admiral and commander-in-chief of his maje- 
fty's fleet in the Narrow Seas. On the 2oth of OQobeir 

1684, he was fworn recorder of St. Edmondlbury, in Suf- 
folk, an honorary, and, as it (hould feem, introduftory 
appointment to that more eminent one of lord lieutenant 
of the fame county, which he received on the 6th of May 

1685. He was alfo inverted, by patent, with the offices 
of remembrancer of the firft-fruits, ranger of Whittle- 
bury-foreft in Northamptonfliire, and game-keeper at 
Newmarket. He was conftituted lord high-conftable of 
England for the coronation of his natural uncle, king 
James the Second. When his half brother, Monmouth, 
landed in the weft, the duke's regiment formed a part of 
the army, fent down under the carl of Feverfham, to op- 
pofe him. His grace accompanied them as their colonel, 
and behaved with moft confpicuous eallahtry at the 
a£Kon in Phi-lips Norton lane, in Somerietfliire, where he 
had a very narrow ^capet. The year 1687, forms 

rather 



» Gatette, No. i6^fi. 

t Whiteball, June 29, 1685,— " The carl of Feverfham, lieute* 
iiant-general of hismajafty^s forces, having notice that the rebels were 
going to Philips Norton, marched from Bath on SaturcUy lafi, very 
early, with intention to fall upon their rear ; and for that purpofe ad- 
vanced, witb a dctachmei^t of five hundred foot, commanded by the 
^uke of Grafton, and of dragoons and horfe-grenadiers, leaving the 
Tcft of the forces to follow with the cannon. Coming to a lane that 
leads into Philips Norton he heard fome muiket-ibots, and thereupon 
deracbcii twenty of the bori<>gaard8, with the company of foot-arc- 

G 2 nadiers 
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rather a remarkable epoch in the life of this nobleitiaifv 
and affords us a ftriking proof how far men, with the beik 
hearts and intentions, will fometimes fuffer themfelves tcr 
be overcome by flattery and perftiafion. 

The duke of Somerfet had peremptorily refufed to 
conduft Ferdinand D'Adda, nuncio from pope Innocent 
Xlth, to his firft audience of king James. The duke of 
Grafton was more pliable, and undertook the office. He 
was two days afterwards * appointed admiral of the fleet 
ordered for the MediterraMean : it was firft,. however,, to 
convoy Mary Sophia, the betrothed queen of Pedro the 
Second, king of Portugal^ from Rotterdam to Lifbon. 
The duke arrived with the yachts at the Brill, after a very 
ftormy and drfagreeaWe panage, on the I2th of July ; and 
•having received the queen on board failed for Portugal^ 
but was obliged,, by contrary winds, to put into Plynjouth 
©n the 23d of thp fame month. The wind coming 
•round to the northward the next day, having hoifted his 
flag on board the Ann, he again failed with his royal 
charge, and arrived fafe at Lifbon after a paflagc of feven 
days. The duke was received with the higheft honours t, 

as 

nadtcrs of the duke of Grafton's regiment, to go inta tbat lane to 
'difcover what it was: the lane was foon after lined on both fides, witb 
horfe and toot, behind the hedges, who made a great fire upon our 
men. The duke of Grafton was with them, and went as far as the 
gate of the town with as much courage and rcfobtion as can be e^- 
preffed : but the enemy continuing their fire he retired ; and in his 
retreat* was flopt by fome of the rebels' horfe^ but he paflcd, notwitb- 
ftanding^ through them all."— Gazette, No* 2047* 

* On tiic 5th of July. 

+ •« The mafter of the king's IWufefiold was fertt to invite his grace, . 
the dirke of Grafton, afliore, to an apartment provided for him, 
.which he excufed, upon the dire6lions he had from his majcfty to con- 
tinue on board. On the 4 th inftant his grace had his audience of his 
majefty, which was,appointed then as a particular mark of eticcm, 
none of the foreign mJnJOers having been, till after tha? time, admit- 
ted to fee the king. Don Juan de Souza was fent to bring the duke 
-in one of the kings barges, the Ponugucfe men of war faluting him 
as they paflcd. ihe duke, Mr. Frtzjamcs with lord O'Brien, the 
commander* of the fquadron, and the other gentlemen, landing at the 
new bridge made for the queen, were eondu£^ed to the king's apart- 
ment, the guards being at their arms, and the drums beating. His 
igrace was received by the king with great kindnefs, and his compli- 
.mcnts returned with large exprciTtonft, how feniibls the ki^g was of 
■ 5 . *« 
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;as well in confequonce of the porfonal rerpedl>orne to his 
;Ohara£ler and rank, as the xonfideration of the national 
compliment paid by the court of Great Britain to that of 
Portugal. Having fulfilled the objeS of his miflion, the 
;duke failed with his fquadron for Gibraltar on the 13th, 
where, having arrived the beginning of September, and 
made a fiiort ftay, he proceeded to Algiers. He was re- 
ceived with -the greateil refpeft and attention, the Dey 
giving him evei^ aiTurance af his wi& to icontinue in 
peace and fricndftiip with the Englifli, and prefenting him, 
among other marJcs of his eftecm, with leveral Englidi 
perfons who had been made prifoners during the former 
war. This part of his in{lru£i:ions * being thus happily 
and con^letely fulfilled, iie failed on the 6th of Odober 
in order to execute the remainder. At Tunis^ and after- 
wards at Tripoli, he received the faoae honours and met 
with the fame fuccefs. At Malta, ac Mei&na, at Malaga, 
and at every other port where the fquadron touched^ the 
governors and inhabitants of each place feemed to vi^ 
with each other which (hould moft diftinguifli themfelves 
by their attention and refpe^. His reception from 
James on his return, which took place in the .month of 
March 1688, was equally flattering with what he had re- 
ceived f^rom foreign nations during his abfence. He held 
.so command in the fleet fitted cut by James in confequence 

the marks of hi^ majejly*^ friendfiiip, particularly in hislaft obliging 
ifnftance of it, in fending his -grace to .condu^ tbe ({ueca. The duke 
then prcfenting Mr. Fitzjames, the king direfled himfelf mpre parti* 
cularly to him, and received alfovery kindly lord Obrien, the com- 
manders of the (hips, and the re^ that were prefented to his majefly 
at the Came time. Frpm thence the duke was conducted to bis audi* 
ences of the qu«en and infanta ; none being adimtted with him there 
jbut Mr. Fit:yames and the officers belonging to the ceremony; which 
Jbting done, they were all carried in the king*s cofiches to the palace, 
where there was a very nobje entertainment provided, the king's fer- 
yants attending ; and the fame night there was a great quantify of all 
forts of frefh provifions fent -pn board to be diftributed »m-ong the 
ftips. The duke had fcveral other invitations given him, all which 
he excufed. On t^ie Sth inRant the king's prefents were fent, which 
were a (word and cane fct with di^inionds for the duke, and a jewel of 
value for Mr. Fitzjames. On ihe lOth his grace was conduced to his 
audiences of leave with the fame ceremonies and entertainment.*'— 
^az. No, 2278. 
* * To i>cncw die treaties of peace with the Aate^ of Barhary. 
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of the hoftile preparations of the prinoe bf Orange. And 
his condud during the commotions which fooix afterwards 
took place, has expofed him to much cenfure from the fa* 
vourers of the caufe of the fugitive foyereign. 

The duke is faid to have owned, to lord Dover, that a 
vifit made by him lo the fleet, juft before the landing of 
the prince, was for the exprefs purpofe of influencing the 
feveral commanders to declare againfl: king James ; and that 
on this expedition, which we muft confefs we do not think 
a very honourable one for a man of his high rank, he 
was fo fuccefsful as to gain the pofitive promife of two- 
thirds of the commanders. He is, moreover, faid to have 
confeflcd being privy to Churchill's defign of feizing the 
perfon of lord Dartmouth, the admiral of the fleet, and 
carrying it over immediately to the prince. We do not 
however think an implicit belief is to be paid to the truth 
of this pretended confeflion, for it does not appear ever to 
have been made public till after the duke's deceafe, or to 
have been properly confirmed by the future open teftimony 
cf thofe officers with whom he is faid to have tampered. 
If the confeflion alluded to v/as really made by the duke of 
Grafton, he certainly mud have poifefled a much greater 
fhare of hypocrify and deceit, than we can think would 
ever obfcure fo great, fo jzallant, and fo noble a charader 
in every other refpeft. On that ground we hope, for the 
honour of human nature, lord Dover's report was, at 
Icaft, ex2|ggerated. ^ 

Soon aftei? the landing of the prince of Orange the 
duke was one of the Proteftant peers, then in London, 
who, in conjunftion with the archbifhops of York and 
Canterbury, figned a petition to king James, '* that in 
de€pjenfe of the mtferies of war ^ t^c* they thought themf elves 
bound in confcience^ and out of the duty they owe to God^ their 
holy religion^ i^c. moji humbly to offer to his majeftyy thatj in 
their ojfinionSy the only vijible way to preferve his majefy and 
his kingdom, would be the calling a parliament regular and free 
. in all refpeds.'^ This moderate ftep being inconfiftent with 
the charafter of a man violent enough at another time to aft 
in the manner already defcribed, is a fufficient ground to 
doubt the authenticity of that particular relation ; as to that 
part of his conduft which imme^liately followed, it is 
much more reconcileablc to the charafter of a man of 
honour than the former would have been. 'The meafures 
3 \ of 
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<)f James had proved him deaf to every advice, irreclaimable 
even by that mod powerful of all incentives, danger, and 
totally void of the great principle which ever controuU 
and influences the mind of a juit prince, the good of his 
people. The feelings of confanguinity that prince had 
himfelf been callous to: he had bereaved of life one 
nephew, who had unfucccfsfully taken arms againft him, 
and molt certainly, by a parity of condud, would have 
jjurfued the fame fteps toward the other, had their re- 
Ipeftive fituations been the fame. Little humanity then 
as the duke had to expedl from the affe<Slion of the uncle 
to himfelf, yet, not to be deterred by the probability of ill- 
fuccefs and the mod inglorious fate that would have fol- 
lowed it, he firft honeftly tiied every moderate means of 
reprefentation, remonitrance and advice: and when thefe 
were inefFeftual he flew openly to ajcms to obtain that 
relief for his country, his mild and weaker efforts had 
proved incompetent to procure. 

His grace, with the lord Churchill, were the firft who 
reforted to the ftandard of the prince of Orange. Thi? 
they eiFe£led on the 19th of November, at the time king 
James lay at Salifbury. The early countenance Ihewn tQ 
a weak, and infant caufe was repaid bjr the prince with 
bis moft unlimited confidence ; fo that when James with- 
drew himfelf, the firft time, from Whitehall, the duk^ 
was difjpatched from the camp, at Henly, to take poifef- 
fion of Tilbury Fort with his regiment of foot-guards *# 
Asa proof of the moderation of the duke's principles, and 
his hope even to the laft, that fome future alteration of 
eondu^l might reconcile the people of England to theii' 
former mifguided fovereign, when, after the meeting of 
the convention it came to be debated in the houfe of 
peers, '* whether, the throne being vacant, it ought to hp 
filled up by a regent or a king r" the duke was one of the 
forty-nine who voted for a regent. The fenfe of his 
countrymen was againft him; and top wife, toQ honour- 
able todiifei^t from, or oppofe the general wiih, he hefif 



* Tbc command of this regim^ent is (aid to have been uken from 
him jaft before, by king James, and beftowcd on the earl of Litch- 
field. It waj £oon afterwards reftored to him by the prince of 
Orange. , , 
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tated not, jmd, indeed, he appears to have been influenced 
by the foregoing conliderations only, to acknowlege the 
prince and princefs of Orange, king and queen of Great 
britain. His example was immediately followed by the 
duke of Ormond, the duke of NorthumlwM'land, and others 
of fcarce lefs honourable note, whofe loyalty to theif late 
foVereign had induced them, till then, to cohfider the 

f>rince in no other light than as the impartial friend to the 
iberty of England, and the honeft difinterefted afferter 
of the freedom of the people, againft the violent efforts of 
tyranny and oppreilion. 

At the coronation of his new fovereigns he carried the 
orb : and foon afterwards returning to the naval fervice, 
after having, more than once, been appointed admiral of 
a fleet, and having held for feveral years the honourable 
commiflTion of vice-admiral of England, we find him in 
the ftation of a private captain as once more com-^ 
mander of the Grafton, at the battle off Beachy 
Head. He diftinguifhed himfelf during this unfortu* 
hate and unequal conteft in no lefs eminent a degree 
than might well be expefted from a man of well-known 
courage and gallantry. He failed in the month of Sep- 
tember following for Cork*, ftill holding the fame ftation 
»nd command as before. His aftive fpirit, and thirft of 
glory ill-brooking a continuance on board his fliip, 
where no opportunity of diftinguifhing himfelf appeared 
probable, he refumed his ftation in the army, and, ac- 
cording to Lediard, headed the troops which were landed 
at Paffage on the 23d of the fame month. A breach 
being effefted by the 28th, and the enemy (hewing no 
difpofition to capitulate, four battalions, under brigadier 
Churchill, were ordered to ftorm it. The grenadier 
companies, commanded by lord Colchefter, led the van; 
The duke of Grafton, and feveral other very gallant naval 
officers infpired by his example, accom^nied them, as 
volunteers, on this defperate fervice. The attack was 
too violent and fpirited to leave room for long rcfiftance : 
the enemy abandoned their works, and beat a parly, 
though not before the brave and unfortunate duke had 

-— ' — »f- 

* The fleet was under the chief command oF the joint-admirals, 
Haddock, Killegrew and Afliby. ./ 

received 
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feceived a de(f erate wound*, of which he died qn the 9tl| 
of Odober following. 

As foon as the city of Cork had capitulated the gre^teft 
part of the fleet returned, and the duke was left i^ehintL 
with the chief command, a truft he did not, as has Jiiecn 
juft related, long enjoy, and which, indeed, he was neyei; 
in a condition tq undertake. His corpfe was brought to 
England in the fhip he had commanded t, and buried at 
Eufton, in Suffolk. His grace married on the ift of 
Auguft 1672, the lady Ifabella, only daughter, and, at 
length, heirefs to tienry Bennet, earl of Arlington, vif-» 
count Thctford, &c. By this lady he had ifTue one foA 
only, Charles, earl of Eufton, born the 25th of November 
1683, who fucceeded his father as duke of Graftoji. 

MITCHELL, Sir David,— =-was defcended fxpm a 
family of good repute in North Britain; but his an- 
ceftors having always been more diftinguiihed for their, 
integrity, than their riches, the father of lir David was not 
able to make any better provifion for him, than by bind- 
ing him, at the, age of fixteen, apprentice to the mafter of 
a trading vefTel who lived at Leith. • After having dili- 
gently fervtd his time, he afted as mate of feveraT mer- 
chant (hips, chiefly of fuch as were employed in northern 
voyages, a fervice of all others, perhaps, beft calculated to 
form a complete feaman. Such was his diligence and 
application, that he not only acquired a mofl perfefl: 
iftowlege of his profefTion, but alfo attained a confider- 
kble proficiency in mathematics as well as moft other 
^raoidies of polite literature. Thefe accompli fhments^ 
aide4 by a natural poHtenefs and pleafing addrefs, renW 
dered teim both beloved and refpeded in the high rank 
lie lived to attain. 

V He w^sf preflfed into the king's fervice during the fccond 
Dutch war, at a time when, as has been already related^ 
he was mate of -a '(Jiip in the Baltic trade. His conduft 
and abilities foon attra£led the notice of his commander, 
(o that, on the 16th of January 1677-8, he was appointed 
fecond^lieutenant of the Defiance; and, on the 26th of 
March following, was promoted to be lirft lieutenant of 
'^ " — ■ ■' — ■■'• ■ • - " -^ ■ ' I. '' ' 

« With amufket ball.---It broke two of bis ribs. 

t Q«zette, No. 260^, 
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the Swiftfure, He was afterwards, on the loth of An- 
girft 1680, appointed lieutenant of the Newcaftle ; and,, 
on the 8th of May 1682, of the Tyger. On the firft of 
#dober 1683 *, he was promoted to the command of the 
Ruby ; and, in the following year, is faid to have been 
captain of the Richmond. We do not find any other 
mention made of him til) after the revolution : indeed^ 
wc have much reafon to believe he was not employed 
during the reign of king James, as well from his known 
averfion to the Catholic religion, a$ from his having been 
one of thofe who firft repaired to '^he prince of Orange^ . 
afterwards king William the Third. The high degree 
of perfonal favour and attachment ever (hewn to him by 
that fovereign, may reafonably be fuppofed to have 
arifenome'rely from a thorough conviflion that captain 
Mitchell held the Tame ientiments towards him. Soon 
after the revolution he was appointed to command the 
Elizabeth, a third rate of feventy guns. He was prefect 
in this fbip at the battle off Beachy Head, where, it is 
almoft needlefs to add, he behaved with the utmoft gal- 
lantry. JNotwithftanding the mutual regard already men- 
tioned as fubfifting between king William and himfelf^ 
he had too much fpirit not to fpeak his leal fentiments on 
aH occafions, even in thofe inftances where they might 
have been thought likely to offend his royal friend and 
patron. He exhibiteda ftrongproof of this poHtical honefty 
jfn his evidence, given in 1690, before the loids commiffi- 
onersof the admiralty,r€lative tdthe latea6lion,in whichhe 
epenly condemned the condudi of the Dutcht^in the manner 
he thought it deferved. William himfelf had too much 
honour and integrity to difeard, or even think Worfe of the 
man who delivered his opinion honeftly and fairly, how- 
ever it might operate againifl the private wifhespf the ccuirt. 
• When admiral Ruffel took the command of the fleet, in 
1691, captain Mitchell was appointed to the Britannia,, 



* He is faid, in an official paper we have feen, to have taken ranli 
as a commander from the ^th of February 1683, but the name of the 
ihip is not given. 

t ** The Dutch did notfailin their line as theyjhould have done ; they 
began to fire at the diftance of carnioR fiiot, but came qfterxvards vitbin 
half gun-fhot^pf the enemy." Mitchell's gvldance befoire Comm. 

not 
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tiot merely as captain of the fliip but as firft captain 
under the admixaU a ftation he continued to hold as 
long as Ruflel preferved his. He confequently had the 
happinefs of eminently contributing to the ever memor- 
able defeat of the French fleet off La Hogue. 

Of king Williaih*s continued friendfhip we have 
now farther proof, as he not only appointed him one of 
the grooms of his bed-chamber, but alfo promoted hiot 
to be rear-admiral of the blue on the 8th of Feb. 1693. 
High indeed muft "have been the opinion entertained bj 
the fovereign of his merit, to have induced him to raife 
fo young a captain to that rank ; and high alfo muft bit 
have flood inthe opinion of his brother officers, who be- 
held his elevation withoiit envy or complaint, though there 
were, at that very time, feveral who had taken rank many 
years before him, and continued to ferve long after this 
time as private captains. He was immediately appointed 
to command the fquadron deftined to convoy king Williami 
to Ireland, a fervice on which he failed on the 25th of ; 
March, having hoifted his flag On board the EiTex. He 
returned to the Downs on the 1 5th of April ; and having 
ihifted his flag into the Duke of ninety guns, joined the 
combined fleet, at that time under the command of the 
joint^ admirals, Killegrew, Delaval, and Shovel. The 
feafon for naval operations pafled over without any action 9 
and in the month of September the rear-admiral failed 
with the firft and fecond rates for the river, that they 
might be laid up for the winter. In the month of Oc- 
tober he again commanded the convoy which efcorted king 
William from Holland ; and in the month of February 
following was fent with a fquadron to the weft ward, to 
check any attempt that might be made by the enemy be- 
fore the grand fleet ftiould be ready to put to fea, and the 
feafon of the year made it prudent, or rather cuftom- 
ary, according to the ufage of thofe times^ to fend it 
out. 

The fleet began to coIle<S in the month of April, and 
on the 14th, Mitchell, with the fhips under his command, 
joined fir George Rooke, then laying in the Downs. In 
the month of May he failed for Spithead and put himfelf 
under the orders of fir C. Shovel, who commanded there 

with 
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fvith a ftrong fquadron. Shovel appears to have enter- 
tained the hi^eft opinion of his merit, added to the fin- 
cereft friendihip, for among his papers is the draught of 
k letter, recommending • rcar^-admiral Mitchell in the 
warmeft terms to Mr. Blathwayt *, that he might fucceed 
lieutenant-colonel Davis, who had juft before been killed 
at Namur, as lieutenant-colonel of one of the marine 
regiments; a ftation, at that day, not incompatible with, 
or derogatory to the rank of rear-admiral. Sir Cloudefly's 
plain honeft recommendation is in thefe words : 5* He is 
a perfon experimentally proved to be a very uqderftapding 
good man, and was one that c^one over frohi Holland', 
with the king, on his firft landing in England t. Some- 
time early in the year 1694 Mr. Mitchell received th^ 
honour of knighthood, and was alfo advanced to be rear;.- 
admiral of the red. He failed for the Mediterranean 
foan after with admiral Ruflel ; and when that commander 
returned to Europe in the following year, he left fir 
David Mitchell admiral-in-chief bf the fquadron on that 
fervice, till the arrival of fir George Rooke from Europe, 
who Carried him out the appointment of vice-admiral of 
the Wue ; on which occafion he removed his flag into the 
Royal William J. He returned t® Europe with fir George 
in tne month of April following, their force being found 
totally incompetent to any fervice in the face of fo 
powerful a fleet as the French poflefled at Toulon. Sir 
George being appointed, on his return, commander-in- 
chief of the Channel fleet, fir David Mitchell continued 
to ferve under him ; and, according to Campbell, an infor- 
mation we are very ready to give credit to, they from this 
timealwayslivedintermsof the greateft§friend(hip. Inthe 

; month 

f 

* This circumflance is related rather out of place merely becaufe 
the name of Shovel otherwifc occurs. The letter quoted was not 
written till a twelvemonth after this ti^ie, the rear-admiral being theji 
abfent in the Mediterranean. 

f See page 67. He at that time alfo held the ranj; of major in 
the regiment. 

i Admiral Rooke foon afterwards detached him with fix clean (hips 
qf tfie line and tw(J firelhips, in fcarch of five large F»cnch fhips.of 
wari from fcveniy to eighty guns, faid to be in Lagos Bay. Contrary 
vjinds obn^cd them 'to return without fuccefs. 

yCamphell quaintly adds, whether intentionally or otherwife we 
know not, ** nctwithjianding he owed his rile and fortunes, in fonic 

mcafurc, 
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month of Auguft he was detached on a cniife to the 
weft ward with a fmall fquadron, and returned to Spithead 
the middle of September ; during which fervicc his fqua- 
dron fufFered very feverely by a Itorm. 

In the month of January he hoifted his flag on board 
the Shrewfbury, and was left commander-in-chief at 
Portfmouth of fuch fliips as were kept in commiQloa 
during the winter. Holtilities growing near a clofe the 
operations of both the warring powers grew languid, as it 
were involuntarily. The fummer paffed away without 
much more appearance of war in the European feas* 
than what was occafioned by the equipment of the fleet ; 
and the peace at Ryfwich completely clofed the bloody 
fcene in the moi^th of September following. Sir David 
was then at fea, and did not return into port till the 26t2i 
of 0£lober following, having under his protection a fleet 
of fifteen Dutch Eail India Ihips whom he accidentally 
met with at fea a few days before, rather in a diftrefled 
(late, having loft moft of their anchors and cables at the 
Cape of Good Hope, and being alfo very fhort of pro- 
vifions. 

Although the return of peace deprived admiral Mitchell, 
for a time, of any farther opportunity of fignalifing him- 
felf in what are generally deemed the firft purfuits of a 
naval commander ; he, neverthelefs, did not remain inac- 
tive. He was difpatched, in the month of January fol- 
lowing^ with a fquadron of ftiips of war and yachts to 
Holland, in order to bring from thence Peter, Czar of 
Mufcovy, ufually diftinguiftied by the name of Peter the 
Creat, who had made known to king William his inten- 
tion of vifiting England. His general knowlege, his 

mcafure, to the kindnefs of admiral Ruflel ;" fo thac it is obvious 
Mitchell and Rooke were of, what were thencaJlcd, oppofite parties. 
The natural inference on Campbell's remark is, that it is wonder* 
ful two perfons of that defcription (hould ever live in friendfhip, or 
that a man profeflin^ a friendlhip for another who fupported any 
particular fetof political tenets, fhould ever live on terms of intimacy 
with any man who did not alfo fupport them. 

♦ The vice-admiral was detached, in the month of April, to cruife 
at the entrance of the Channel, and in what are ufually called found- 
ihgs j but the French ihips being all in port he returned without be- 
ing able to eiFe£i any thing memorable, and Joined the main fleet under 
fir G. Rooke. 

agreeablo 
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^recable manners, and, i^bove all, his comnmnfcativ^ 
ieTn{yery rendered hrm fo highly acceptable to the Czar, 
that, on his arrival in Endaivi *, he requefted king Wil- 
liain^s permidion, that fir David might attend him during 
his viifit to this kingdom. William, as it might naturally 
be fuppofed, rea<1ily confented ; and Campbell informs 
us, " his beha\'iour towards that grec^ and gioHous prince 
was fuch as gave him entire fatisfa£tian, fo that he re- 
tained a grateful fcnfe o( it many* years after, when h^ 
came Ihto Holland a fecond time, and expreffed it by 
taking notice of many points in naval difcipline t in 
tvhidi he had been inftrufted by admiral Mitchell." A» 
tn additional compliment to the Czar, fir David was ap- 
pointed to command the fquadron which convoyed him 
back to Holland, when on his return to his own domi- 
nions : and the Czar, in proof of the citeem he Entertained 
for his tutor and companion, offered him the higheft ap« 

E ointments in his kingdom if he would have accompanied 
im thither. Sir David (hewed not the fmalleft inclina- 
tion to accept . io brilliant ait offer; but, ncverthelcfs, 
Peter's compliment was equally rcfpeftable. 

♦ On the 1 ul) of January 1697-8^. 

f A curious and rather ludicrous anecdote, highly charadert{lic ot 
the Czar's manners, and general mode of aBing as well as thinking, is 
l^ven by Campbell in his Memoirs of fir David Mitchell; though not 
firidly applicable to his iifb, we Iball venture to folk>w fo good a pre« 
cedent, and give it the reader. 

*• In his paffagc from Holland his Czarifli majefly aflced admiral 
Mitchell, who gave fatisfaQory anfwers to all his maritime queftions, 
•he manner in ufc, in theEritifli navy, of correfting failors who dc- 
lerved punifliment ; when the admiral mentioned kcclhawling» among 
many others. That prince defired it miaht be explained to him, not 
by wordi but by expertment; which the admiral cxcufed, as t)ot then 
having an offender who defervcd it. The Caar replied, ^*^take&ni of my 
aien** But fir David informed him, that all on board his fliip were 
under the protection of the laws of England, and he was accountable 
for every man tlicre according to thofe laws \ upon which that monarch 
perfifted no farther in his requeft.'^ 

"The king (William) direficd admiral Mitchell to wait on the Czar 
toPortfmouih, and put the fleet out to fea, which lay at Spithead, on 
purpofe to entertain him with a mock engagement, which he had feen 
alfo in Holland, but not fo much to his fatisfa£lion ; it affording bit 
tnajefiy fo great pleafure, that he declared he thought ae £ogli{h^d«> 
miral a much happier man than a C^ar of Mufcovyi*' 

Oh 
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On the 2d of June 1699, fir David was appointed one 
of the commiffioners for executing the office of lord high 
admiral ; a ftation he continued to hold till the eart of 
Pembroke, who had been made firft commiflioner on the 
4th trf April 1 701, was folely inveftcd with that high 
dignity. On the death of lir Fleetwood Shepherd he was 
appointed gentlcman-uflier of the black rod * ; and, after 
the acccflion of aueen Anne, and the appointment of 
prince George of Denmark to the office of lord high ad- 
miral, fir David was, on the 2oth of May 1702, appointed 
one of his council, an office difFerins; only in name from 
a commiffioner of the admiralty. During his continu- 
ance in office all negociations with the Dutch, relative to 
their quota, a^ well as every other naval arrangement with 
them, appear to have been confided principally to his ma- 
nagement ; for which purpofe he made repeated voyages 
to Holland. He never went to fea as a naval commander 
after convoying the Czar, fo that he never attained an 
higher rank than that of vice-admiral. He continued 
one of prince George's council till the rgth of April 
1708, when his place was fupplied by the earl of Wemys. 
Although he never afterwards held any new appointment, 
he was, on a change of miniftry, which took place fomc 
time afterwards, cnarged with a commiffion of much na- 
tional importance, and fcnt to Holland to expoftulate with 
the ftates-general relative to the deficiency of their quotas, 
which had long been much complained of, and to take 
proper mcafures to prevent any farther, repetition of it 
dunng the continuance of the war. This trnft he exe- 
cuted in a manner highly honourable to himfelf, and ad- 
vantageous to the country. Thus, as he had ever lived 
with the charafter of a man of the ftrongeft abilities and 
xnoft unfliaken integrity, fo did this, the laft public aftion 
of his life, confirm, and, if poffible, encreafe the public 
eilimation. 

He died at his feat, called Pope's, in Hertfordfhire, on 
the I ft of June 1710, which was foon after his return to 
England, having executed the commiffion above-related. 
He was buried in the pariih church of Hatfield in the fame 

* An office raiher lingular to be held by a naval officer. 

county. 
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county^ leaving behind him as fair and hoiiourable a 
charadter as any man could poflibly acquire. The poft af 
gentleman-ulher of the blaclc rod he retained till the time 
of his death, and was fucceeded by William Oldis, efq. 

STANLEY, Edward. — The numerous branches into 
which the original (lock and family of Stanley has been 
divided, and the number of its deicendants who have at 
the fame time borne the fame Chriftian name, has rendered 
it impoflible for us to ftate, with any degree of preciiion, 
that particular one from which this gentleman was de- 
fcended : had we not premifed this, it might probably 
have been thought an omillion to have pafled him over in 
the fame filence we have been compelled to ufe towards 
the brave defcendants of families who have beea of lefs 
general public note, or have been more carelefs of pre- 
ferving, and tranfmitting to us the records of their 
anceftry. 

We fuppofe him to have been the fon of Edward 
Stanley, in the county of Cumberland, efquire, one of the 
loyal pcrlbns, felefled by Charles the Second on his refto- 
ration, to be honoured with the new order of knighthood*. 
He was appointed lieutenant of the Kingsfilher early in 
the year 1680. On the loth of Auguft, in the fame year, 
he was removed, by admiral Herbert, then commander- 
in-chief in the Mediterranean, to the fame ftation oa 
board the Adventure. On the 2d of March 1683!, he 

was 

♦ ** Knights of the Royal Oak. This order was intended^ hy king 
Charles the Second, as a reward to feveral of his followers. The 
knights were to have worn a (ilver medal with a devifc of the king ia 
the oak, pendant to a ribbon about their necks; hut it was thought 
proper to lay it afide left it might create heats and animoftties, and 
open thofe wounds afrefli, which, at that time^ it was thought pnident 
fliould be hcaled.'» 

Wotton's Baronetage, vot. v. p. 363. 

f A furious circumftance and difficulty occurs in the life of this 
gentleman. We canpot find any other ofiicer, of the name of Stanley, 
to have been in the fervice at this time; and w«> are aSyCcrtain arwe 
can be of any event that depend^ on written evidence of fo remote a 
date, firft, that he never commanded the Mary Rofe j and, fecondly, 
that he was not appointed a commander at all till the year 1683 : yet, 
in the Gazette, No. 1678, for the 19th of December 168 1, the fol- 
lowing account is publifiicd, dated Gibraltar, Novctuber the soth. 

" The 
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'WIS advanced to the command of the Bonttta Hoop. Oa 
the 6th of March 1686-7, he was again appointed a lieur 
tenant, and was commiflioncd to the Forefight. On ihp 
8th of Auguft i688» he was promoted to the command 
of the Tame veflel. He continued in the fervice after the 
/evohitioh, and is faid to have coiQmanded one or two 
^capital fliips before he was appointed to the Vi^lory , a firit 
rate ; in which ftation he died mi the 19th of Ik^cb 
169a. 



1684. 



WILD, orWYLD, Baron,-*was appointed lieute* 
nant of the Oxford on the 2d of June 1683* Oa thp 
a^d of February 1 684, he was prompted to be ca[>taiii 
49f the Drake> by lord Dartmouth, who was, at that time, 
commander-in-chief at Tangier. He does not appear to 
have received any other commiffion till the 25th of Sep- 
tember 1688, when he was appointed to the Merlin yacht* 
We find him, in the month of July 1693, commanding 
the Ifabella yacht. A (Irange and almoft irreconciles^tp 
contradiftion takes place in the different lifts of navaji 
officers, as to the time from whence captain Wild to<4c 
poft. The^ date ^e have juQ given is taken from a lift 
which we have in no indance, except the prefent, found 
contradicted; and its teftimonyis confirmed by an official 
lifl of naval officers prefented to the houfe of commons^ 
according to ordex^ by fir Robert Rich, pn the 2d;of Fe» 

" The l4.th inftant the Moors, that are kept 01) hoard the Mary 
^tLofe frigate cointfitndeid by captain Stanley in this port^ rofe with iiyr 
liKition to have oivrdere^i the EngliA, and to have made themfelvef 
makers of the ibi^. They had already feiaed one of the centinels be^i 
.Iweeh decks* and were aboat falling upon another, when the Engliih, 
who weit at fupper, tqok ^ alarm ; and having armed then^felvet >a 
well as tfa^ Could ojn a fudden, fought the Moors, killed and wound^ 
leveral, and fopprefled the reft.' Vf the Englifh live were wounded* 
•nd captain Siaky received a bM vosud ia the head and another im 
lifhtad." 

Vol. n. H ,bruaty 
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bruary 1698-9. - In this, captain Wild tstnkSf as hzt been 
already ftated, from the 23d of February 1683-4. Itt ^ 
other lifts he is faid to have taken rank only from the 24ih 
of Dec. 1694, when he was appointed to command thfc 
Winchelfea. This Informatrop.appears to be confirmed by 
capt. Edwards, who is admitted on all hands to hare rankec^ 
as poft-captain only, from the loth of March 1689-90, 
being the commanding officer of a fquadron in 17C7, and 
under whofe orders captain Wild then ferved as a pri- 
vate captain. It has been neceffary to make this (hort 
digreffion, left oppofite^ authorities fliould be adduced 
againft us as a pi^oof of error *. 

In 1695 captain Wild commanded the Northum- 
berland of feventy guns, one of the ftiips, under fir Clotr- 
defly Shovel, employed in the- blockade of Dunkirk and 
bombardment of Calais. In the year 17^3 he was tried 
by a court-martial held at Pertfmoutb, The particu- 
lars of the charge we have not been able to inveftigate: he 
was, however, honourably acquitted. After this time 
we meet with nothing relative to him till the year 1704, 
when we find him captain of the Firm of feventy guns, 
the leading (hip on the ftar-board tack of rear-admiral 
•Byng's divifion, at the battle of Malaga, which too-k place 
during this year. He acquired the grcateft honour, his 
Ihip having fuftained greater lofs t than any one of that 
divifion except the Somerfet![:, whq carried a more nu- 
merous crew, and might therefcyre be reafonably expected 
to have a greater number killed and wounded. 



* We conceive the only way of reconciling thefe contradiilions to 
be thus. We have already Hated that, previous to the revolution, 
no drnin£lion was rmndt between thofe wfio are nov^ called maftefs 
and ccuEnmanders, and others who at this day rank as poQ captain^. 
When the regulation now obferved was efiablifhed, luch officers as had 
been appointed commanders of fhips mounting twenty guns and up- 
wards, after that event, took precedence in the fervlce btfore thofb 
xvjjo had only been appointed captains of yachts and fmal) fhfps, or 
(loops of war, previous to it; and the date of the firft commiflfior^ 
as captain, might be retained in the books of the admifalty, though ft 
did nor, in a61ual fervicc, confer a priority of command. 

t The Firmc h»d twenty-five men killed and forty-eight wounded. 

% The Somerfet bad thirty oac men killed and Cxty-two wounded, 

" ' ■ ■ Frwft 
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» From this time, we are again unacquainted with the 
fervice in which captain Wild was engaged till the year 
170^, when we find him commanding the Hampton 
Court of feventy guns. In this (hip he was fent com- 
modore * of the convoy to the Portugal and Weft India 
fleet. He had the misfortune to fall in with the Dun- 
kirk fquadron, commanded by Monf. Forbin, who imme- 
diately attacked him ; and, after a very obftinate difpute 
in which the fteady valour of the Englifh was obliged , 
tp yield 'to the fuperior. numbers of the French, fucceeded 
in capturing two of the Englifh Ihips of war, and feveral 
of the merchant veflels. The following is the account 

fmblilhed by government of this tranfaftion ; and, Except 
n fome few particulars which are pointed out, is admit* 
ted to be very accurate, 

** Dungenefs, May 2, 1707. Her majefty*s (hips, the ' 
Royal Oak, the Grafton, and Hampton Court, with about 
fortv coafters under their convoy, being about fix leagues ' 
to the weftward off Beachy, fell in with a French fqua- 
dron of nine men of war of the line, from fifty to fixty guns 
rafeh, and many privateers from twenty to tjfiirty guns, all 
of them completely manned. The Grafton was boarded 
by three men of war of fifty-lix guns, whp carried her after 
a warm difpute of half an hour. The Hampton Cburt 
was . attacked by one of the men of war, and afterwards 
boarded by two others; from which, with great difficulty, 
flic difengaged herfelf ; but, as fhe was bearing away, fell 
in with two frefh fliips which fhot away her main-maft 
and fore-top-maft. The Royal Oak, captain Baron 
Wild commander, came up to her affiftance, but finding 
her enfign ftruck, made the beft of her way to fave him-t 
felf, having eleven feet vi^ater in the hold, and being very 
much fliattered. In the engagement he had received 
feveral ihots und6r v/ater from two French men of war, 
of fifty and fifty-lix guns, that were on board him above 
half-a-quarter of an hour ; but he plied them fo warmly 

* So he is called by all naval hiftorians: — yet, if he ranked as a 
commander only from the 24.ih of December 1694, he was junior to 
both captain Ciemenis and captain A£loi^ who arc fafd to have beei^ 
tinder his orders. This is certainly as ftrong a rcafon for difcrediting 
the latter date, as his afterwards afting under capuin Edwards is for 
feje£iing the former, 

H 2 that 
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ftirt thtv were iforced t6 fhfecr off, not whhout being itioch 
aifablcd. He is (ihcc come in hither, knd, by alEitancd 
frontt fhorc, is out of all farther danger. We do not yet 
know the number of the r«?^rrj* that are falkn into the 
fcnemy*s hands, there being good accounts of feveral finct 
the engagement that were fnppofed to have been taken." 
This misfortune neceffarily caufed no inconfidcrable 
inurmtir. The board of admiralty was far from being 
. popular ; and To heavy a lofs Gratified the moft violent of 
Its enemies, by furniming frem materials for ctaihour and 
Aifcontent t. It was impoflible for malice, ftrctched to 
its utmoft limits, to affix the ihadow of blame on either 
hf the commanders. Iwo of them J had moft gallantly 
fiiftained, at the expcnce of their lives, the honour of tht 
commiffipn they bore. Commodore Wild hid equally 
fliftinguiflied bimfelf, anxl with bistter formne. Tht 
whole weight of the charge fell on the lord hig^ admirari 
cbuncil ; and fell the more grievoufly on them, becaufe they 
wei'e unable to fhift off even a pan of it by charging it 
to any other mifconduft than their own, in not pr6vi(&^ 
tn dcort fufficreht to contend with Forbin's fquadron'jj 

■ ■ • ■ ■ - ■ ■ .. .. I --,- -• - r - 

* •< But while ihc nTcn of. wat wctc thus engaged, the lighteft <i 
ihc eptmy'? frigates and their privateers took one-and-tweifly of the 
merchant fliips." Campbell, vol. 3. p. 1S6. 

+ This affair made a very great noifc, the merchants afiinning that 
there wa* time enough for the admiralty to have acquainted commo- 
dore Wild that the Dunkirk ^uadron wtts at fea, ^^hich, in aH pro- 
bability, might have enabled him to have efcaped this misfortune* 

% Captains, A£lon and Clements. 

\ ** The prince of Denmark's council was very unhappy in th* 
whole C0ndu£l of cruifers and convoys. The merchants maae heavy 
complatnts, and not without reafon. Convoys were Ibtaetimes 'de- 
nied them ; and when they were granted they were often delayed be- 
head the tiiVie limited for the merchants to get their (hips in readioefs: 
and the failing orders were fometimes fent them fo unhappily (hut, 
ks many faid, f© treacbcroufly) t|iat a French fcjuadron was then lay- 
ing in iheit way to intercept them. This was liable to very fever© 
i^fle£lion's j for many of the convby«, as well as the mcithaht-lhips, 
were taken."«*---^Tindal's Continuation* 

The account given by Campbell and others makes the convoy to 
kave coiififledof 55 large (hips hound for Portugal and the Weft Indies^ 
tampbeil infortns u?, that commodore Wild formed a line to receive 
Sorbin, into which he drew five of his ftouteft merchs^nt-ihips^ tb^i 
by their affiftance he might continue the contcft longer,- fo as togiv^e 
iiihe for the remainder to efcape. He alfo adds that the aflion cO«t 
tinued two hours and an halt before the Grafton^ commaAded 'by 
^ptain Adoti, was taken. 

3 the 
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&e Rreiigtk pf ^bseh ther vfere wdl acqu^inte^ ^fiih, 9fA 
knew alfo to be at fea~. The daoiages the Royal Q^k h^d^ 
ftiftained in this a^ioA Vfctc hardly rep^irefl when captaii^ 
Wild w^i as we have ^re^idy had of!|Ca^iion to qbfeive, tpifi^ 
ynder captain Edwards, with the Cunabertandy Devonfhirci 
Chefter and Ruby, to efcqrt a very jiumerqu^ and valu- 
able ilect of mcrchant-lhlpii bound to JUilbon. The very 
4^y after they had left port they fell in with the unitei 
(quadrons of Forbin and M* du Gi^ai Xroui^, conf^iiudg 
of twelve, or, according to fome hiftorians, of fourteen 
(hips of the line. Th^ cpnt^ft w^s fpirited, long and p]^-^ 
itinate, but ended at laft ix\ th^ c^pt^re and deftrudion i[ 
^1 the fbips of war, the Royal Oak excepted* ^The con- 
4n€k of capt. WiU was afurv^i rds inveftigated by acoiirt^ 
Riartia), held in the month of Qdober 1708, which fen* 
fenced him to be difmiffed-the fervice. 

. This 4^cifion has been much cenfured ^ fpmc, and 
very invidiq«fly reprefentcd. -Commpcipre Bdwar4S| f^Jf 
they, whofe ihip was taken, was henwmUy acqvudt^, aaa 
^edared to have xione his duty in every refpeA, both as fi 
Captain and as commodore. But Wild, who had defended 
bis (hip fuccefsiully, and preferved it for the futui-^ fervii^e 
0f his country, was ign(Mninimi(ly difoiifled^ ancl ded^i^il 
incapable of being ever again employed. Thefe farcaftio 
^bferv^tions appear to have been Very illiberal, iU-founde^ 
and unjuit. We have already born teitimony to captaia 
'SA^ilde'^ gallantry in tt\^ former a£tion*'y and fhould| 
from that partiality which involuntarily adiheres to fuch 
condud, be inclined to think as favourably of him a$ 
juftice apd truth would permit. But the two latter con* 
iiderations' certaii^Iy fort)id us to raHe his name unme- 
ritedly on the rvin of captain Edwards, or to impeacl:;^ 
the hoi|ciur and judgment of that fpecies of court which 
few have ever dared to condemn, and which, moft proba* 
bly, {li|I fewer have ever had any juft reafon to arraign* 
|t appears, frqm a letter written op fjoird the Hoyal 
Oak, at Kiofale, pa tb^ x^th Qf-OdQber9 which w€ 

* *' AU the French rebitio^$ ilo us tbc juftiqe lo own, that our 
efpuinVl»chaved extren^ly welt, ynd (hat x\k%\t vi£lory cofi thexa v^ry 
4c^x Smf ^ \ ^ ir i Caypbglla v<il. )• p. 169* 

tt 3 haye 
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Rave infcrtcd in corroboration of our opinion *, that cap- 
tain Wild certainly broke- the line, which was the hca- 
vieft part of the charge made againft him, and puflied 
through the French fquadron to fave himfelf, before either 
the commodore or any of his companions had furrendered. 
At the fame time we feel ourfelves bound to fupport the 
judgement of the court-martial which tried him, we 
ire happy in being able to corifefs ourfetves perfe£tly 
convinced, that this €ondu£l did not proceed from any 

* £xtra6l of a letter from on board the Royal Oak, dated Kinfale, 
*^ Oflobcr the i2tb, 1707. 

•• On the icfth inflant, off the Deadman, commodore Edwards, in 
the Cumberland, with the Dcvoitf lire, Chcfier, Ruby and Royal Oak, 
difcQvcxed four^^en Erench fliips, five between fixty and (eventy eunst 
five of fifty, and four of forty guns. The commodore made a ngnal 
§OT a line a bread* Hanciing under top fails, the enemy bearing dbwa 
upon us at twelve at noon ; the commodore of the French, after faavine 
paffed the CHeftcr, and received her broadfide without returning fo 
much as a muiket, made dirc£lly to the commodore. As (oon as they 
were a- bread they both began to fire, as did feveral other of the encn 
my's ibips, and engaged the Chefier and Ruby ; at the fame time ^ 
ihip of fcventy guns came along uar (lar-board quarter endeavouring 
to Doard us We began to fire; but finding the enemy would not 
come along fide, gave our Ihip a yaw to the ij^ar-board, upon which his 
bolt-fprit carried away our enfign-flaff and lantborn. As he paiiecl 
lioder our fterii he fired a broadfide into us ; but, as he (hot along ous 
lar-board quarter, we returned it with double and roun(^. jn firing 
along our larboard we faw he had a defign to board us upon Uie bow, 
another ihip of fixty ^uns coming up to fuftain him. We clapt oui^ 
helm hard a dar-board, and came fo near that our bolt-fprit took his 
quarter and carried it away wi,th our head, which brought him to. A% 
became up along by our liar- board fide we gave him again our broad- 
fide with double and round. He immediately took fire, but it was. 
extinguiOied in five minutes; and after the fni oak was over we fay 
him on the careen. In lefs thari an hour's time we faw oar commo- 
dore's fore-mad, mizen^niad and bolt-fprit, diotaway, andacludero£ 
five or fix diips on board each other without firing on either fide. 
Hereupon our captain, after a confultatim with kii oJLcerSt thought fit ta. 
endeavouf^atfaving thtjhip. The Devovjhin at the fame time bore down 
upon USt and wasjoon after followed fry feven fail of the enemy ; upqn which 
we made alb the fail we could, T^tc Devonlbire made fail with her 
lar-board tacks, and we quartering with our dar-board tacks, all tho. 
feven fail made after the D^vondiirc, by rcafon, as is fuppofed, of the 
convoy a-hcad. As lone as we could fee their hulls the Devondiire 
maintained the fight. We had in this engagement twelve men killed^ 
twenty-fcvcn dangeropfly wounded^, and the fhip very much damaged.** 

- ' back* 
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. ^ckwaidnefs, or want of perfonal bravery-, but merely 
from an errour in judgment, which led him to prefer the 
prefervation of his own fhip to falling honourably with 
the reft of his companions.. 

The fubfecjuent treatment of him well-warrants this de- 
fence of his .conduft. Even the fove reign appears to 
have thought him only Ofifortunate, and not criminal, for 
he w^s afterwards employed, and allowed to rank from the 
7th of OiStober 1707, three days before the aftion took 
place. Even this partial remiffion of that fentencc, which 
the honour of the court-martial had thought fufHciently 
warranted by the breach of duty, was afterwards deemed 
too fmall a recompence for ^ m^n, who had on other 
pccafions behaved lo gallantly; a temporary cenfure was 
thought, a fufEcient puniljiment, inafmuch as though he 
had erred he wa^ fuppofed by ajl to have done it unin- 
tentionally. ,In the year 1724 be was reftored to the 
rank he had originally held ; in confequence of which he 
became a rear-admiral, England being at peace with all 
the world, he continued on h^lf-pay till the time of his 
death ; an event whi^h tpojc place on the 25th of Sep- 
tember 1733. . 



1685. 



CROFTS, John, — was appointed third lieutenant of 
the Royal Catherine in 1672 ; in 1673 he was promoted 
to befecond lieutenant of the. Dunkirk, and in 1677 to 
be firft lieutenant ot the Kingsfifher. On the loth" of 
June 1684, b« wa^ appointed to the fame ftation on board 
the Sweepftakes ; and on the 23d of March 1684-5, 
was promoted to the command of the Deptford ketch. 
■ We hear no more of him till after the revolution, when 
we finii hini commanding the Berkeley Caftle, and em- 
ployed to convoy a fmall fleet of merchant- fliips to the 
Weftward. On the 25th of April 1689, he was appointed 
^oQunander of the St. Paul firefhip, and in a fhort time 
Jifterwards w^spromoted.to the command of the Charles 
: H 4 galley. 
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galley. Ifl die moifth of September 1690, thit /hip wrt 
one of the fquadron left at Cork, under the duke of 
Oraifton, to co-operate with the land-forces commandei 
by the earl of Martboroujgh. The duke being morully 
wounded, and dying on the 9th of Oftober^ the chief 
<!otnmand devolved upon captain Crofts, as the fenior 
frfficer. After the fii'rrendcr of Cork the fquadron affifte^ 
at the fie^ of Kinfatc; whrch being alfo reduced, captain 
"Crofts, with the {hips^ returned to England, and arrive^ 
Mt in the Downs on the 27th of Oftoben We find no 
mention made of him after this time. 

ROBINSON, Robert, — was appointed lieutenant cf 
tHc Lyon on the 12th of April 1678. On the 26th of 
September 1679, he was removed to the fame ftation on 
board the Richmond. On the 17th of December 1683,^ 
he was made fecond lieutenant of the Grafton, by com- 
miflion from lord Dartmouth. On the i^fh of July 
1685, he was promoted to be captain of the KingsjBflner' 
letch. He continued to command this veffel till the 261^ 
of September 1688, when he was appointed captain of ihit 
Crown. He continued in the fervice during the whole of 
king William's reign, and commanded feVeral capita^ 
ihips, in particular the Monmouth^ one of the unfortunate 
convoy to the Smyrna fleet in the year 1693. Immedi- 
ately after his return he was promoted to the Suilblk of 
feventy gtins, a command he held till the year 1695, wheq 
he was appointed captain of the Lan^after of eighty guns. 
After the peace of Ryfwic he appears in a great meafurc 
to have retired from the line of aftive fcrvicc. He had a 
penfion of 219 1. per ann. fettled upoti him on the 13th or 
May 1702. In 1704 he was appointed a captain in 
Greenwich hofpital; of which place he was afterwards. 
made lieutenant-governor, an ofnce he continued to held 
till his death; an eyent wh^ch toolc place o^ the 2 8th of 
March 17* 7-1 8. » . . 

SPRAGGE, Thomas, T-i$, from many concurring 
drcumftances, fuppofed to have been th^ fpn of the welU 
known fir Edward Spragge * ; biit we are nc^t f^fficicntly 
warranted in aflerting this as a pofitive fa£t. He waa 
appomted lieutenant of the Cenmrion on the 22d' of Ja^ 

■■ ■-- — ■ - - - - ••• - - n irir- -ir->- 

♦ S^cVor.L p. 64, ' 
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imary i677<^8 ; of the Dartmouth oa the Sdi of Aprii 
4682; and of the Swan Prize on the I7tb of September 
l683. On the 3d of April 1685, he was promoted, by 
king James, to the command of the Drake. It is pnK. 
^Te ht died fbon atfterwards ; or tfaat^ wfafa die levolu* 
tion took place, he retired from the fenrice, as we find no 
farther mention made of him* 

TAYLOR, John,— is known only as having been 
^ippoiiiM coinDvtn4rr f4 4ie GiiffiAio dit year i6i|f 



1686. 



BERKELEYj John, jU)rd Berkeley of Stratton,-.^wag 
die fecond fon of lir J. Berkeley *, the conftaot and loyal 
adherent of Charles the Firft, and no lefs faithful fdlower 
f>f Charles the Second when in exile. His family was 
of the grcatcft antiquity, being a branch from the ancient 
barons of Berkeley, of Berkeley cattle, who were de«> 
fcended from Robert Fitzharding, a perfonage of confi« 
derabie note at the time of the conqueft. The loyalty 
and attachment of th^ father to the caufe of his fovereign; 
and th^ fervice of his country, appears to have defcended^ 
wi&ont the finalleft diminution, to his fons. Charles, 
tte eldeft, having entered into the fea-fervice, fell an un- 
ftxrtunate viAim to the fmail poxt, as we have already 
related. On bis deceafe the title defcended to his younger 
biother, John, of whom we are about to fpeak. He was 
wpointed firtl lieutenant of the Briilol on the X4th of 
April itB^f and promoted to the command of the Charles 
Ipdley on the 9th of July i686. He failed foon after* 
irards to the Mediterranean, where he continued till the 
fHOfith of May 1688. Soon after his return from thence 

* And Chrifiian, daugKter of fir Andrew Piccard, prefident of the 
Sift imKx c omp a n y . She was tl^ widow of Henry, lord |CcnliagtoO| 
^ of Henry, eail pf £LoUai|j^ 

he 
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he Tras appointed* captain of the Montague. On the,^ 
17th of November x688, he jccciyed a coramiirion from. 
lord Dartmouth, at that time admiral of the fleet, to com-: 
mand the Edgar. / ;• 

Though" he had never fhewn any, even the fmalleft 
fyniptoras. of diiloyalty or difaffedion , to king James, . 
while he continued his legal foverejgn; yet fo high was 
tile opimon entertained of his integrity and true zeal for 
his cotimry's real wselfam, that at that time o£^qneral 

, diftruft and confufion which immediately preceded the 
fettlement of government, after th9 landing of the prince ' 
of Orange, he was, on the 14th of December, appointed 
to aft as rear-admiral of the fleet then under the command 

^ of the lord Dartmouth. This truft he faithfully execut- 
ed, and without ever incurring ^nfure, even from the 
moft violent partizans of the exiled fugitive James. His 
rank, his charafter, and the general eftimation in which 
^e was held, would have been recommendations too pow- 
erful to be difregarded by William, had fhe hopes of htSs 
rifmg abilities and forward gallantry been lefs fanguini 
than jthey really were. 

. He was confequently appointed rear-admiral of the 
red, and ferved in that rant on board the fleet fitted out,, 
during the cnfuing fummer, to opppfe the niighty arma- 
ment of Louis the Fourteenth. W heli the heavier fliips 
were brought into port for the winter, lord Berkeley wai 
detached, by the earl of Torrington, in the month of Odo-* 
fcer, with a ftrong fquadron to the weftward, to cruife at , 
the entrance of the Channel. He continued on this feryice^ 
and flation, occafionally putting into Plymouth to recruit. 
his water and provifions, till the middle of January , when! 
he returned to Spithead. He does not appear to have held 
«ny command after this time till the year 1692-3, when, 
he was, on the 8th of February, promoted to be vice-r* 
admiral of .the blue, and very fhortly after, to be vice-ad- 
miral of the red. He hoifted his flag, firft on board thie- 
Neptune of ninety guns ; and rfterwards on board the 
Viaory, a firft rate ; when on the death of fir John Afliby, 
on the i2th of July 1693, he was promoted to fuccega 

— ' ■ ■ ■ '■■' -; ■ ' ^ ■ , : — ' ' . ■ P uT 

*' On the 90th of Auguft i68S. 1 

Wm 
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hirh as admiral of the blue. He fcrved in that capacity 
during the remainder of the year 1693, under the joint- 
admirals Killegrew, Delaval and Shovel. Wc have al- 
ready had too many occafjons to lament that little is to be 
recorded of this year's naval hiftory but misfortune. 
In the general cenfure induced by it lord Berkeley had, 
indeed, the happinefs not to be involved ; but at the fame 
time his a£live fpirit had no opportunity of expanding 
itfelf to the advantage and fervice of his country. 

In the enfiiing year the firft projed^ed operation of the 
fleet, which was under the command of Rulfel, was the at- 
tack on Breft ; an attempt rafhly undertaken, and, as might 
naturally have been forefeen, tinfortunatc. The execution 
of it was committed to lord Berkeley*, with a very ftrong 
divifion. But the force of the enemy, the ftrength of their 
fortifications, and the treachery of lome perfons at home, 
rendered abortive the utmoft efforts of gallantry on the 
part of the Englifh; and, by giving the French timely 
notice at what point the mecjitated blow was to be. flruck, 
afforded them every opportunity of providing for their 
defence. No part, however, of that general di (content 
which ill-fuccefs, particularly in an expedition of fuch 
piagnitude never fails to excite, fell on lord Berkeley. 
The voice of the populace, which fometimes afFcfts an 
inability of diftinguifhing between criminality and mif* 
fortune, on this occafion became compailionate, and divided 
its forrows between the fate of the brave genera!, who fell 
a vidlim to the conteft, and the difappointment of tbe ndi 
iefs gallant admiral who fawr, but could not prevent itt. 

The 

f " *- ■.,. — . II. ■! I i.i,.i ■ III .■■■■■.i... ■! ■ ■ • I * III m 

* Who had hoifted his flag on boar(j the Queen. 

H- The following account of this tranra£iioD was publiflied by ' 
authority. 

*• On the 6th inftant the lord Berkeley, admiral of the blue, with 
the fquadron under his comn^and, confiOing of twenty-nine (hips of 
the line, Englilh and Dutch, befides frigates and bomb-ketches, made 
Ufhant ifland} and on the 7th fiood into Camaret Bay: the enemy 
(who bad alarmed the country by firing many guns and making great 
fires ail night) played their bombs at us from five feveral batteries 
round the bay, where we anchored, but moft of them fell Ihort; and 
thofc that fell among the (bins did.not take place. On the 8th we h-etd 
9 very thick fog : when it cleared up the enemy began to play their 

bombi 
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The fleet feturned into port itaimediateiy after this mir- 
fortune ; but as (bon s^ ever the flock of ammunition and 
provifions was recruited, failed on an expedition iimilar 
to the former, againft Dieppe * and Havre de Grace. 
Very confiderable mifchtef was done to the enemy, who 
%ock all poflible pains to reprefent their Ipfs as trivial, tnr < 
fignificant, and bV no iMans equal to the expence incur-* 
red by the Engliin in making the attack t. 

Lord 

»n i i j lie I ■ ' " ' ' 1 ' » II I II I i ; < ] i nn i I'll I 

bom^ agaiiH but did us no dsmage. About Icvcn in die ntorntogi 
icco^iv to ihe rcfolutioQ thai had b«eo tjfceiii at a council of war^ 
ihe fignaS was made for the foldiers to go into the boats and fmall 
yeffcls; 9u4 att the fame time the marquis of Carmarthen waf ordered, 
nvith fcvcn men of war, to the bottom of Camarct Bay» to hatter a 
forftnd two batteries on the weft fide of it, and to cover our landing* 
About noon licnteoant ||eiieral Talmafli went towards the Ihoft wi3| 
the foldiers, and landed bimfislf, with three or feorluindre,draeo,amidd 
a condnu/td fire which the enemy made, with great and fmall ihot» 
lirom their batteries and intrenchracots, behind which were drawn up 
bodies of horfe and foot to fuftain. them. G^neial Talmaflt having 
•hferved the number of the enemy, and the manv works they had caft 
ftp Ibr their fircnrity, ordered the men back to (fieir l»oats, and to fe«r 
lorn oQ ^ard their feveral Ihips. Oii this occafion he received a (hot 
la the thigh. In the mean time the fcven men of war before- men- 
tioned made a very warm i^t upon the enemy, who returned the 
ftme, ^nd this cdatinucd ht aboVe three hours; when the foldiers 
being re-imbarkM wpkn^ the men of war fiood off to re-join the reft 
0f the fqitadroo, except a lh)tch fri^t^ of thirty guns, called the 
WeCep, which was funk and the captain killed. We cannot yet eive 
9n eyad account of the number of men we have loft in the a£lion; but 
It IS thought it may amount io the vholc to about three hundred, 
killed and wounded.*' 

• <« Whitehall, July 15. This evening arrived an exprefs from 
lord Bexkcley, with leilcrs hisi thiP l^ta iult^int, in Diej^ Bay,- 

giving an account that the day before, and the ni^ht Collowing, they 
red above eleven hundr^ bombs and earcalfes into the town with 
vef)sgoodelle£^, fibtijkig it on lire in (eve^-al places, which burnt very yio* 
lently, and flill contioMefl wheo %^h cxpfcis came away. It was believ« 
f d that half the town wJks then burnt and beat down, and that by the 
next morning the reft would be likewife in afbes. Several troops of 
horfe were feen on the hills on each fid^ the tpwn. The ei^emy iircd 
pu the Jtth at leaft fifteen hundred fliot and %lls» moft of whkb 
)Vent over the bomb-veOclsj Cq that there were not above four or five 
men killed and wounded. A (hell fell into one of the bomb-ketchc9 
fod burft ppon the deckj^ but the men bad time to leap over-board 
and were all iaved. The vefiTel did not receive much damage.*' . 

i The fuccefs of this attack, as well as ail tboft of a fimihr nature 
aMde joying this war upon the coaft of FrancCj have been variodBy re* 

jprefeatcd 
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Lord Berkeley returned to Portfmouthon the^thdf Jtiljr^ 
and the fieet having refitted the inconfiderable damage it had 

fuftaioed 

prefented by different hiftorians, who have omitted to produce their 
aothorities for difibring from tbofc reittions pablifhed mt the titte 
«nder the fandion of government. Thefe accounts bavix^ we be- 
lieve, never been reprinted, ar they arc now become exceeding fcarce 
we have thought it oeceflarjr to fub^oin them to the lives of the differ* 
ent commanders-in-chief of thele feveral expediiioas, adding to 
their refpcflive lives a feparate account of the tneriu of tfaoTe omccn 
who more particuiarly didtnguiflied tfaerafeives at thole ttoikei*. 

** From OQ board their majefties (hip the Queen, ia Havre d« 
Grace Road, July i;. 

** The bombs we fired at Dieppe had all the effed that couU be 
expected. The fire continued the 13th with great violence ; the night 
following two ma|^2tnes blew up, in one of which there could not be 
lefs than four or five hundred barrels cf powder, as wc judged by the 
report : we believe likewiie that ^eial (htps were buroi and blown up, 
. w« bearing fome guns go off firft, and prefantly after, leveral blows. 
One of theffc fbips was, probably, a privateer, which was chafed in^a 
(he la^ : on the 14th wc faired from Dieppe, at which time the whole 
town lay in aOies, there beifighardly a hoafe left (landing* On the a^th^ 
ki the afternoon, we came before Havre de Grace. LatA Beiw 
fceley fent in feveral boats to found all about the harbour; and the 
earl of Macclesfield, who commands the land foiees, ordf rad one of the 
engineers to go with them 10 obkrve the place. Soon after, the Heel 
tftchored as near the town as theyconvenientlycould. The bBmb-vdTtii 
being placed in their Nations with feveral fmall frigates, a great many 
boats were manned with foldtcrs and Teamen and Rationed near them, 
for their fecurity againft any attempt of the enemy in the night;. We 
began to ^ay our bombs yeflerday, about four in the afteraoon, and by 
eight at night they fet Havre de Grace on fire rn feveral places. The 
enemy alJ this trme fired a great manv fhot and bombs from the (bore, 
mofi of which went over us : one mell unfortunately falling in the 
Granada t^mb^ketch blew it up, but the men were all faved ejccept 
thirteen. Captain Willfhirc, the commander, was very much hurt ; 
Utti captain Silver bad his leg broke. Befides this accident we had 
#ne man killed, which was by a cannon (hot, and two or three 
Wounded. The earl of Macclesfield and lord Berkeley went in their 
pinnaces to vifit the bomb Vefiels and to encourage the men, and were 
on board one of them, called the Firedtake, when the Granada blew 
up near her. This morning, it blowitig very frcfh, we ccafcd firing j 
but intend to begin again as foon as the weather is better. We reckon 
titat half of the town is already deft roycd, with feveral of the Ihips in 
the harbour, at the entrance whereof the enemy funk two, 10 hinder 
•ar going in, and fome fbips funk thcmfelvei to prevent being burnc.^* 

«* Whitehall. 
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fuftained in the late encounters, failed for the Down* 
meditating farther mifchief. Lord Berkeley hincifelf re- . 
paired to Londor^ to concert, and agree on fuch meafures 
as fliould appear, on confultation, moft likely to injure, 
and diftrefs the enemy. Dunkirk was firft mentioned, 
but was foon afterwards poftponed in compliance with the 
opinions of the engineers and pilots, that the feafon .was 
too far advanced. An attempt on Calais was next pro- 
pofed ; and lord Berkeley repaired to the fleet about the 
middle of Auguft to carry it into execution. He failed 
on the 19th; but the wind being contrary, and encreafing 
almoft to a tempeft, he was obliged to return into the 
Downs the fame evening. At a fubfequent council 
of war, in which the pilots who were to. condu6l the fliips 
in, and the engineers who were to direft the attack, were 
cbnfulted, it was agreed to be imprafticable at that ad- 
vanced feafon of the year : fo that the admiral feeing no 
profpeft of any farther enterprize during the remainder 
of that feafon, repaired to London on the 27th of thd 

' «• Whitehall, July the 28th. Since the letters from lord Berke- 
ley, dated the i7tb, from Havre de Grace, the following account has 
been received. 

*' It hlew very hard all that day and the night following. The 
18th, towards evening, the weather was calmer, and the bomb-velTeia 
vrarped in as near as they could to the town, being covered by a great, 
many boats manned with feamen and foldiers : the enemy fired all the 
while from their batteries on the (hore^ but without doing u& any da* 
mage. The night was fpent in throwing iti about two hundred andi 
fifty bombs ; and they had fired more but that the wind gjrew very 
high, which obliged them to Aand off again in the morning. In the 
night they faw feveral fires in the town; and one particularly, which, 
by the great blaze and the time it laded, they believed to be a magi^ 
zine of naval fiores. The enemy funk fix ihips at-the mQuth of the 
harbour. Above one hfilf of the town was deftroycd, and the reft 
much {battered by the bombs. On the 21ft lord Berkeley failed from 
' Havre de Grace towards La Hogue and Cherbourg, alarming the enemy 
all along their coaft. They fired a great many guiis, aod made fires 
on the ihore, to give notice of the fleets approach. .Lord Berkeley 
being. informed a French frigate and four or five merchant- (hips lay 
at La Hogue, he detached two or three light frigates and a firefl)ip to 
dcttroy them ; but before they could arrive, the French fhips had got 
away tp the weft ward. On the 25tfa, in the evening, lord Berkeley 
came to an anchor at St. Helen's." 

fame 
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^me month, refigniog the command to {!( Clotidefly 
Shovell ♦. 

Lord Berkeley, in 1695, hoifted his fl^g on board the 
Shre^iburyj atrortfmouth, on the 12th of June. The 
Dutch (hips, under lieutenant-admiral Allemondey toge^ 
ther w^ith the bomb-ketches and fmall velTels, joined hina 
at Spithead on the i6th ; and on the 29lh^thc whole fleet 
flood over to the coaft of France to renew the depredar 
tions of the former year. St. Maloe's and Granville being 
the firft obieils of his fury t,„ he arrived before them on 

the 

♦ Who received pofitive orders, in the month of September, to 
make the attempt on Dunkirk ; an attempt which failed fofely through 
the mifcondu£t of the pilots, and without the fmalleft reproach to toe 
brave commander who was fcnt oh fo fruitlefs an undertaking. 

t ** On Thurfday, the 4th inftant, lord Berkeley, with the fleet 
under his command^ came to an anchor before St. Malo ; and it being 
refolved immediately to bombard the fort on the Quince Rock to the 
weftward, and the battery the enemy had raifed to the ea(lward on 
Point Danbour, between which is the channel to the town, colonel 
Richards was ordered to fend the three EngliQi and two Dutch bomb- 
veflcls to the Quince, and the other four Dutch vcflTels to the Point 
Danbour, which accordingly was done, with good fucceCr, againfl the 
Quince, they firing fcveral bombs into it. 

" Friday the ^ih, every thing being ready to attack the town, 
lord Berkeley, at four in the morning, made the fignal; upon which 
captain Benbow, with the Englifh and Dutch frigates appointed to 
guard the bomb-veflcls from the attempts of the French gallics and 
boats, flood into the channel leading to the town, and came to. an 

* anchor within the Halflides Rock, which is about a mile an half from 
the town; at the fame time colonel Richards, with nine Englifh 
bombs, anchored between captain Benbow and the town, and by fix 

•o'clock began to bombard. All this while the enemy fired very 
warmly from the (here ; and, confidering the batteries on the Great 
and Litik Bay, Ifle Danbour, Fort Vauban, Fort Royal, Quince, &c. 
lay all round us, the damage we received in going in, was incpnfider- 
ablc. Their galleys and boats were moft troublefome to us, in taking 
the opportunity of the tides, and rowing fo near as to gall the line of 
bomb fhips. About eight o'clock a fire broke out to tne eaflward of 

' the town, which fmoaked in fcveral places. Lord Berkeley, admi- 
ral Allemonde and fit" Cloudefley Shovel, came in their boats to encou- 
rage o,ur men, and were very well plcafed wirh the difpofition of oar 
bombardment. One Englifh and one Dutch firefhip attacked the 
Quince Rock, and lay fo well to that they fet fi»e to the woodea 
fort at the top of it; which continued ahont two hours, and diverted . 
them for that time. About four in the afternoon another great fire 
broke out 10 the wcftv/jrd of the town; and we could cafily perceive 

the 
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the 4lfi €f July ; atod having cotn^ttfUy exectited his eetH^ 
miifion in the manner defcribed below, returned to Sp<i!^ 
head (m the I2th. 

On the rtrh he failed for the DownR, being direfted to 
afecond attempt againft Duhkirk. Contrary winds and 
unfavdurable weatner prerentel its being miide till the 
tieginnmg of Auguft, when the {Jkme ill Aiccefs befel it 
Ibat had attended the former*^. This failure has been 

already 
< » I " ■■■■ >i ■■■■■ * » III I " *i ■ »« > 

ibe town cs^tremcly (battered. We continued bomhtrding till feven 
o'clock «t niftM ; when, htvtiig (hot away all the bombs and eartafes 
'which wc had brought from our fioie-ihips» amounting it nine bun* 
dred and odd* captain Benbow, who ccmmanded the trigatea and bri- 
^antines, &c. got under fail, and about nine at night we ail came to 
an anchor near the reft of the fleet. One of our komb*ve0*els, caiied 
the Dreadful, commanded by capuin Carleton, was fe (battered by the 
enemy's (hot, that we were forced to fet her on fire. The Carcafa 
and Thunder bomb*ve(reIs received fome damage, the firft by a bomb 
which feU into her juft by her fore mortar, and tore up that part of 
the deck ; and the other having her top-maft (hot away, and receiving 
feveral (hot in her hull. The frigates had their (hare too, efpccially 
the Charles galky. The whole number of men killed and wounded 
SK« about (ixty, which is thought a fmall loTs confidering the great 
firing of guDS and mortars, which we fuftained for about twenty4bur' 
iMura. 

" Saturday the 6th, colonel Richards was ordered to Granville 
with five £ngli(h and three Dutch bomb*(bip8« and feveral frigates^ 
mder the comafiand of captain Benbow> to bombard it, being a place 
of great trade, and as large ^ St. Maloe. 

** Monday the 8th, between eight and nine o'clock tn the morning 
we anchored before Granville, which, in an hour's time, we^ fet on 
fire. We continued our bombardment till fix o'clock at night, and 
then left it all in flames. The enemy fired upon os from three pieces 
of cannon and two mortars, but without doing us any harm. On the 
9th we rejoined lord Berkeley, and on the lotn his lord(h1p failed front 
Guernfey road along the French coaft, where the alarm and conHer* 
nation is every where very great, fince they find their batteries, gal* 
leys and guard- boats, with the other preparations the]^ had made wiUi 
fo much trouble and expence at St. Maloes, and by wmch they thought , 
St fufiioiently ferured againft any fuch attempt, have not been able to 
prevent the deft ru£) ion of a great part of the town, and ihe reft from 
being very much fhaitered."— ^Gazette, No. 3096. 

• ** Anexprefs arrived at Wl^itehal I on the 4th of Augqft, from 
lord Berkeley, and brought an account that he had been, with the fleet 
under his command, before Dunkirk. On the ift inftant he (ent tn 
the bomh-ketches, with fome iire-(hips and machinc-vefTels, with fe- 
veral light (rigates and brigantines, to protect them againfi the enemt«l 
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already very fully accounted for, and explained In the lift 
of fir Cloudefley Shovel. But amidft the long crimina- 
tion and recrimination which took place in confequence 
of it, not the fmallcft imputation of neglefl", or ?Tiifcon- 
duft, was ever attached to lord Berkeley, or intleed any of 
die naval officers who were prefent at it. Foiled at 
Dunkirk, the vengeance of the Englifli was next direfted 
to Calais *, where the niifchief done to the enemy was 
much greater, and that fuftained by the Englifh and Dutch 
much lighter, than in the former attempt. The feafon 
being thought too far advanced to warrant an attack on 
any other of the enemy*s ports, the fleet returned into the 

half-gallies and other armed boats, of which they had a great many. 
The bomb-vefl'els continued firing from nine in the morning till five 
in the evening : and fcvcral of their bombs fell on the rifbank, and on 
the pier-heads, which did confidcrable damage. Three of their gaU 
leys were funk ; but the enemy having fecured the riibank and woodea 
forts with piles, booms, chains, and floating pontoons mounted with 
cannon, the machine- vefTels could not come near enough to have any' 
ef£?6); whereupon the fignal was made for the frigates and bomb* 
veflels to come off, as they did, having behaved themft?lves extraor- 
dinary well throughout thi& a£lion. The combined fquadron received 
very little damage except in the lofs of a Dutch frigate, v/hich, ia 
turning out, ran aground and wa$ fired by the enemy ; the men hav- 
ing firft left her.*'-' Gazette, No. 3102. 

" * ** On the i6ih of Auguft lord Berkeley, with the fleet under 
his commatid, came to an anchor before Calais ; but it proved too 
calm for the bomb-veifels to {land in, that evening. On the tyth^ 
aboXit eleven in the morninf, colonel Richards anchored, with the 
faid bomh-venVls, in three fathom watei^, and began to bombard the 
town, which by one o*clock was on fire in feveral places. About this 
time the enemies half-gallics, and other armed veflels, to the number 
of twenty came our, and flood clofe under their own fhore, to tho' 
caflwaid, thinking to annoy our line of bomb fhips; but lord Ber- 
keley fending in the brigantines, and feveral fmall veflels, they put 
the enemy into fuch confufion that they got back, with much dtffi* 
culty, 10 the pier heads. About two o clock one of our bpmbs fet fire 
to their magazine on the rifbank, which occafioned a great diforder 
aniong them : and after this they never fired either their cannon or 
mortars, of which they had feveral batteries* We continued to- 
throw bombs till five' in the evening, when we had expended fix 
hundred fhells, which did fuch execution that we are confident the 
town is very much ruined. Our bombardiers behaved themfelves" 
extremely well on this occafion. Our lofs is very fmall. Captilin 
Ofborne, Commander of the Aldborough ketch, was killed by a 'can- 
non fliot from the enemy's gallics,"— —Gazette, No. 3107* 

Vol. II. I Downs 
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Downs on the aoth of Auguft. Lord Berkeley (truck 
his flag and went on (hore, at Dover, on the i8th, leaving 
the command with fir Cloudefley Shovel. 

The French government having projeScd the invafion 
of England, made every i)re|paration for carrying it into 
execution early in the fpring. Twenty thouland foldiers 
were marched, with the utmoft fecrecy, from the neareft 
garrifons to the fea coaft. At Dunkirk, Calais, and the 
adjacent ports, 500 tranfport veffels were collefied to con- 
vey them, with their neceflary ftores and equipage ; and 
a iirong fquadron of 17 large fliips of war, to be com- 
manded by the marquisof Nefmond and the celebrated John 
du Bart, had rendezvoufed at Dunkirk to efcort them* 
To counteract this menaced ruin a fleet of fifty Ihips pf 
the line, Englifli and Dutch, were coUefted with the ut-^ 
' mod expedition, and fent to fea under the command of 
admiral Ruifel, lord Berkeley, fir Cloudefley Shovel, and 
vice-admiral Ailmer, at a time the French thought it 
inipoflible for the combined powers to have coUeSed ten 
fliips. This fleet put to fea the latter end of February, 
and extended itfelf in a line from Dunkirk to Boulogne, 
completely blocking up the intended armament, and 
totaUy fruftrating the mighty preparations, and threats of 
the French. 

Nothing worth commemorating happened till the 
Qionth of May, when fir George Rooke took the chief 
command of the fleet, and put to fea in order to intercept 
the Toulon fquadron, which was fiippofed to be then on 
its paflage from Breft*. Lord Berkeley continued to 
command the blue fquadron under him ; and when fir 
George was, towards the end of the fame month, fum- 
moned to London to attend his duty at the board, as a 
commifllioner of the admiralty, lord Berkeley was left 
admiral of the fleett. A propolal was made by lir George, 
on his arrival at the board, to attempt the deftrudion of a 
confiderable number, (fome fay feventy) French fhips of 
war, which were then laying in Camaret Bay. It is faid 
to have been long oppofed by many doubts of its fuccefs, 

* Vol. L p. 410. 

i Wah the privilege of wearing the union flag, whi(Ji he accord* 
ingty hoiUcd on board the Bnuuioia/ 

on 
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An the part of minidry ; and, at lail, pronounced^ 
by a council of war, impra^icable. It was afterwards 
debated in what manner the fleet could be employed moft 
conducive to the fervice of the country ; when it was agreed^ 
in cafe intdligence was not received that the French were 
difarming their (hips, to ftretch over to the coaft of France, 
and cruife for fourteen or fifteen days, becaufe though the 
combined fleet Ihould even not be able to deftroy them, 
yet it might create much alarm, and caufe confiderable de- 
tachments to be drawn from the army in Flanders, which 
might give the allied army there a decided fuperiority* 

In confequence of this refolution lord Berkeley put to 
fea the middle of June, and attempted to turn tlown 
Channel with a contrary wind ; but it encreafmg to a gale 
at W. S. W. he was obliged to put into Torbay. On the 
24.th, the weather becoming more moderate, he again 
failed*; and after contending with contrary winds for 
fome days, at laft fiicceeded in clearing the Channel. On 
the 30th the fleet arrived in Camaret Bay. On the ift 
of July the marquis of Nefmond, with a fquadron of five 
fliips, was then ftanding out to fea with a fleet of mer- 
chant-fhips under his convoy ; but on the approach of the 
combined fleet he returned, with the utmofl hafte, into 
port. On the 3d and 6th two detachments were fent 
from the fleet, the firft of which was ordered to attack 
the ifland of Grouais, one of the Cardinals; the other to 
bombard St. Martinis in the ifle of Rhet. Both thefe 
little enterprifes v/ere fuccefsful ; but the want of pro- 
vifions, added to the diminution of force occafioned by 
the return of eight Dutch Ihips of the line to Holland, in 



• Ledlard crroncoufly aflerts it cleared the Channel on that day. 

i <* Oh the 4th the fleet came to an anchor about two leagues off 
Belleiflc; and the barges and pinnaces being immediately manned, were 
•rdered to land upon Howat, one of the iflands called the Cardinals, 
which they did without any oj^pofition, made themfelvcs maflers of 
the whole ifland, and burnt the town of Howat. They did the fame 
upon the ifland of Hodickc. They killed and brought off much cat • 
tic from both. There is upon each of thefe iflands a fort, with a deep 
ditch %ind double wail, into which the inhabitants and fome foldiers 
retired ; but thefe fortifications not hindering us from doing all the 
mifchief we thought fit, w€ did not attempt them." 

. * Ciazettc, No. 3203. 

I 2 con- 
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Gonfequence of pofitive orders from king Williara, ren-* 
dered the fleet incapable of attempting any thing farther* 
Lord Berkeley therefore returned to Torbay on the 2oth : 
while he lay there he received inftruftions to repair to 
Spithead, where he fafely arrived on the 3i(t of Augiift. 
. 1 he larger fliips ^ere now ordered into port for the 
winter, and before the time of their re-equipment re- 
turned, a plurify and fever attacked this brave and truly 
noble lord and put a period to his mortal exigence, on 
the 27th of February 1696*7. At the time of his deceafe, 
he was admiral of the fleet, having never refigned that 
appointment ; colonel of the fecond regiment of marines ; 
groom of, the ftole to his royal highnefs prince George, 
and firft gentleman of his bed-chamber. He married 
Jane, daughter of fir John Temple, of Eaft Sheen, in the 
county of Surry, by whom he left one daughter, vvho died 
an infant. 

We have fearcely an inftance in the annals of naval 
hiftory of any officers attaining fo high a rank at fo early 
an age : a rank he maintained for a fcries of years, with 
a mod unblemifhed reputation, at a time when mifcar-* 
tiages were frequent, and the undeferved reproach often 
attached to them excefllve. At the time of his deceafe he 
was not more than thirty-four years of age, during eight 
of which he had born the office of an admiral. The fer- 
vices in which he was chiefly employed were of a particu- 
lar i>ature, new almoft in praSice ; and, previous to this 
time, little underftood. The firft in which he was engaged 
was the mod unfortunate ; yet the ill-fuccefs damped not 
his ardour, nor made him diffident of future victories. 
Nothing is more common than to charge a want of fuc- 
cefs to mifconduft, becaufe nothing more alleviates that 

5 articular weaknefs and diftrefs of the human mind in- 
uced by defeat ; yet th,e marquis of Carmarthen, who 
was ordered upon the attack of Camaret Fort, paid him, 
1n his account of the expedition, thehigheft compliments 
in the arrangements he made, and the great ability with 
which he condudled the fervicc. Although it is not at all 
to the purpofe to enquire whether the fuccefs attending 
tbofe kind of expeditions, in which br was engaged, was 
equivalent to the expence attending them ; yet we cannot 
help obferving the advantages accruing from them were 

certainly 
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certainly of much greater national moment than the 
enemy would admit, or the opponents of adminiftration 
were willing to believe. Among the foremoft, in the 
hour of danger, he encouraged thofe whom he was fent to 
command, by his perfonal example ; he had, on every oc- 
cafion, the happinefs of cffeftifig all that fortitude, joined 
to prudence and ability, cJould poflibly hope for, and died 
with the juft reputation of a brave, experienced, and a gre^t 
commander, at an ^ge when few have had fufficient expe- 
rience or opportunity to acquire the fmalleft reputation 
and celebrity. 

MONTGOMERY, James,— a gentleman, mod pro- 
bably, of Scottifli extradion, was appointed fecond lieu- 
tenant of the Dunkirk in 1673. On the 30th of No- 
vember, in the fame year, he was removed into the 
Hunter ; and, on the i6th of January 1677-8, intq th[e 
Briftol. On the 29th of March 1670, he was promoted 
to be firft lieutenant of the Royal Oak ; and, in 1679, of 
the Mary. On the 8th of April 1681, he was made lieu- 
tenant of the Conftant Warwick ; on the i6th of July 
following of the Mary Rofe ; and, on the 17th of June 
1685, of the Charles galley. On the loth of July 168$, 
he was promoted to the command of the Young Spragge ; 
atid, on the the 9th (or, according to others, on the 20th) 
of September 1688, of the Nonfuch. He had conceived 
a perfonal attachment to the unfortunate and mifguided 
James, which was not to be fliaken by any remonftrance, 
or thofe difficulties which, after the change of government, 
known by the name of the revolution, he might have fore- 
feeii muft inevitably attend his perfeverance. We fcarcely 
know how to withhold our pity from honourable and con- 
fcientious partiality, though political reafons and the love 
of our country oblige us peremptorily, to condemn it. His 
difafFe6lion to the government of king William, and known 
diflike to thofe equitable principles of true liberty which 
produced it, caufed his difmiffion from the fervice 5n the 
24th of March 1688-9. Nothing farthei" has come to our 
knowledge. 

ROWE, Symon, — was appditlted lieutenant of the 
St. David on the 17th of April 1682; and on the 14th of 
July 1686, was promoted to the command of the Dun- 
barton frigate, one of the fliips taken from the unfortunate 
Argyle. 

I 3 ASHTON, 
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1687. 



ASHTON, Thomas, — v/zs appointed lieutenant of 
the Mary, on the 21 ft of March 1678, by vice-admiral 
Herbert. On the 14th of April 1686, he was removed 
to the fame ftation on board the Briflol ; and was agaip 
re-appointed to it (the fhip having in the interim been 
into port to refit] on the 9th of Auguft following. On 
the 22c( of April 1687, he was promoted to the command 
of the Lark* On the i6th of June 1688, he was ap- 
pointed to the Guernfey ; and was removed, on the 30th 
of Auguft following, into the Centurion. We hear no- 
thing of him after the revolution, fo th:it it is moft pro- 
bable he w^s one of the miftaken adherents to James the 
Second, who rclinquiflied every advantage and the hope of 
being ranked among the brave defenders of their native 
country for the empty fatisfafltion of accompanying, into 
exile, the monarch who would have enflaved it. We 
are rather ftrengfherted in this opinion by the recolleflioq, 
that the family of the Afliton's were among the warmeft 
fupporters of the caufe of James ; and that one of the 
fame name, not improbably a brother of this gentleman, 
paid, in the fubfequent reign, his life, the jult forfeit of 
his treafonable defign. 

GOWRAN, Richard Fitzpatrick, Lord, — was the 
fecond fon of John Fitzpatrick, of Caftletown, in the 
kingdom of Ireland, efquire*. Having entered into the 

fea^ 

♦ " The noble family of Fitzpatrick ij faid to be defccndcd from 
Heremon, fon of Mihefius, king of Spain, and the firfllrifli moRarchof 
the MiJefian race. Their defcent is deduced, by the ancient hcraids 
of that kingdom, in a long train of fucceflion little worth the readers 
notice; and therefore we.fliall only obferve, that they tell us, in the 
fixty-reventh defcent, lived Fitz Kervaile, anccHor to the numerpw 
fcpt of the Brenanaof Idough, ia the county of Kilkenney, and was 

fu€<> 
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fea-fervice, he was, on the I4.th of May 1687, appointed" 
commander of the Richmond. On the 24th of May 
1688, he was made captain of the Airiirance. Soon after 
the relloration he was appointed to command the Lark. 
This vefl'el was employed, during the year 1689, as a 
cruifing frigate ; and captain Fitzpatrick, who appears to 
have been a very aftive commander, had conliderable 
fuccefs againft the fmall French privateers, which at that 
time much infefted the Britifh coaft, tnpre particularly 
that part of it which is wafbed by the German Ocean. 
On the I ith of January following he was promoted to the 
St. Alban'^, a fourth rate. On the i8th of July he had 
the good fortune to fall in with a large French frigate, 
mounting thirty-fix guns, 10 leagues to the weftward of 
the Ram Head. 'I'hc enemy having on board, in addition, 
to her own crew of two hundred men, a company of fifty 
fufileers, commanded by a captain and two lieutenants, 
was enabled to make a very obftinatc defence : at length, 
after a contcft of four hours continuance, the fuperiority 
of the St. Alban's prevailed, and the French Ihip was 
towed into Plymouth almoil a wreck, having had forty 
men killed and wounded. The fuperior conduft of cap- 
tain Fitzpatrick, in the management of the St. Alban's, 
was very apparent, he having had only four men killed 
and feven wounded. In the month of February following 
he dFeSed a ftill more notable piece of fervice, by driving 
on (hore two fmall French frigates, and capturing, in 
conjundlion with the Happy Return, commanded by 



fucceeded by his Ton Ftrz-Kelli, the father of Donatus, the father of 
Donald, whofe fon, Fitz-Phadruaig, wai father of Fitz-Scanlan (More) 
Mac Giolla Phadruaig, from whom the name of Mac-Gill Patrick, 
now foftened into Flt^atrick, is derived. 

'* From this (lock was defccnded fir Bernard Macgill Patrick, crc- 
ate4 baron of Upper Oflbry by patent, dated at Dublin, June the 1 ith, 
1541, in the 33d year of king Henry the Eighth. This title was ex- 
tin£l by the oiitlawry of Bryan Fitzpatrick, 17 th baron of Upper Oifory, 
on the 11th of May 1691. • Richard Fitzpatrick vrskn dcrcendcd in a 
right Hne from John Fitipatrick, of Caftletown, efq. fccond foo of 
Florence, the third baron of Upper Offory, who lived in the reign of 
James the Firft." 

This fiiort account of the family of Fitzpatrick is taken from Arch* 
da}c*s Peerage of Ireland, vol. ii. 

1 4 captain 
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captain Monk, and fomc privateers, fourteen French 
merchant -fhips out of a fleet of twenty-two *. 

In January 1691, capt. Fitzpatrick was difpatched to 
Cadiz as commanding officer of a fmall fquadron, of three 
fjiips, to announce the failing of a larger force, under fir 
Ralph Delaval, which might be daily cxpe£lcd. The 
object of this equipment was, to efcort to turope a very 
valuable fleet of merchant fliips. On the arrival of fir 
Ralph, captain Fitzpatrick put himfelf, according to' his 
inftruftions, under his orders ; and returned with him to 
England in the month of March. From this time, till 
the month of March 1695-6, we have been unable todif- 
covcr what fervice he was engaged in, or what fliips he 
commanded, we believe him to have been, for a confiderable 
part of it, unemployed, particularly in the year 1693. 

In the month of March 1695, we find him commander 
of the Burford, of feventy guns, one of the fquadron at 
tiiat time under the ordtrs of fir Cloudefly Shovel. In 

•\ ' ' ■ - 

* Extraft of a letter from portfmouth, dated February the e7th-> 

" This day came in, from cruifin^ on the coaft of France, their 
majeflies fhip the St. Alban*s, captain Fitzpatrick catmnander, who 
gives the following account. 

** On the 7th ot this month we flood in with St. Vallcry and ranged 
along that ftiore, where we took up two fifhing tjoats with thirty men. 
On the 8th we fpoke with four D^itch privateers, who gav« us inte)- 
Ijgencc of fourteen fail of (hips tiiat lay at anchor under Cherbourg 
caftle. The next day we flood ie, but found the French vcfTels had 
all cfcapcd into the haven, except their convoy, which mounted 
twenty-four guns, which we foon afterwards forced a-Hiore; and at- 
tempted to go in with ouxboats^ but could do nothing. We fired 
fome guns at the caflle, and then ftood to fea. On the 22d, off Cape 
!]larfleur, we met with twenty-two fail of French light fhipy, who, the 
day before, came from Havre dc Grace, bound to Rochclle, Nantz, 
and BoHrdeaux. After Having driven their convoy, a Ihip of thirty 
guns, a-(hore on the fhoals off Cape La Hogii*, we took two of this 
fleet, the Happy Return two others, the four Dutch privateers each 
•f them as many, and aGuernfcy privateer two more. It blew bard 
from the eaflward, which gave the reft an opportunity of efcaping.' 
On the '13th we went into Guernfey with three of our prizes; and in 
going in one of them flruck on a rock, where ilie was lo(l. On the 
15th we put to fea again; and, on the 18th, took a fmall vefTel from 
Lifbon, bound to Havre de Grace, laden with oranges. On the 25ih 
we took a French privateer of twenty- two guns, but laden on the 
«ierchant*s account, and ferving as convoy to about fifteen fail of 
ihips bound to Dunkirk^ which the prifoners believe are all taken." 

the 
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the iponth of May he was detached, with a flout fqiiadron, 
to reconnoitre Breft, by lir G. Rookc, who had taken the 
command of the fleet. While employed in this fervice he 
fell in with the marquis of Nefmond's fqiiadron, confift- 
ing of fcven fliips of the line, and immediately gave them 
chace ; but night coming on the enemy efcnped. In the 
month of July captain Fitzpatrick was detached by lord 
Berkeley, who had fucceeded fir George Rooke in the 
command of the fleet, to attack the ifland of Grouais, one 
of the Cardinals. His force confided of the Burford, his 
own (hip ; the Newcaftle, and a firefhip. He efl^eclcd his 
landing without lofs ; and had made confiderable progrefs 
in deftroying the villages, when he was, on the 5th of the 
fame month, reinforced by the Kent, Boyne, l^orbay, and 
two Dutch Ihips of war, together with a number of long 
boats from the other fliips in the fleet, fo that by the 9th 
they had deftroyed above twenty villages, and brought off 
upwards of 1300 head of cattle and horfes, together with 
boats and fmall vefiels. The alarm and infult ofitired to 
the enemy, who had but juft before vainly aflfumed the 
title of lords of both feas, was, perhaps, of ftill greater 
national confcquence than the mifchief. Captain Fitz- 
patrick's conduit, both on this and every former occafion, 
was highly approved by king William, who, on the 12th 
of Oilober 1696, granted to him, and his elder brother, 
Edward, who was a brigadier-general in the army, the 
eftate of Edmund Mortis, forfeited in confequence of his 
having taken up arms in favour of the late king James. 
Morris was killed at the battle of Agrhim. The grant 
was worthy of a fovereign : it confided of eleven town- 
fliips and ertates, in Queen's county; and confiderable 
additions have fince been made to it by purchafe. 

The peace of Ryfwic taking place in the following 
year, and every operation of war, till that time, grovying 
torpid, though celfation of hoftilities was not declared, we"- 
have nothing farther to record of captain Fitzpatrick tilt 
after the accefllon of queen Anne, when he was appointed 
to commnad the Ranelagh of eighty guns. When the 
fleet failed on the expedition againll Cadiz the duke of 
Ormond embarked on board this Ihip, which was ftationed 
in the line o^ one of the feconds to fir George Rooke on 
board the Royal Sovereign. At the attack on Vigo he 

conti- 
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continued one of the feconds to fir George Roolce, who 
had fhifted his flag into the Somerfcl* Early in the fol- 
lowing year he rcfigned the command of the Ranelagh, 
and retired altogether from the fervice, having acquired 
the juft reputation of a brave man and an able captain* 
Retiring to his native country, he from this time fignalifcd 
himfelf in his civil capacity by taking every opportunity 
of promoting the true intcreft of his couiitry, in particu- 
lar by mofl flrenuoufly fupporting the adl for fettling 
the Proteftant fucceffion. The zeal he had always fliewn 
on this occafion, but more efpecially his integrity and 
amiable qualities, induced king George the Firll, ahnoft 
immediately after his acceflion, to create him a peer of 
Ireland *, by the title of baron Gpwran, of Gowran in 
that kingdom. He took his feat in parliament on the 
1 2th of november following ; and two days afterv/aids 
was one of the lords appointed to prepare an addrefs, to 
congratulate his majeity on his acceflion to the throne. 

In the month of Jidy 1718, his lord Ihip married Anne, 
youngcft daughter and co-heirefs to fir John Robinfon, of 
Farming Wood in the county of Northampton, baronet,^ 
and died June the 9th, 1727, leaving ilfiie, by her, two 
fonSj John, his heir, afterwards created e^rl of Upper 
OiTory, and Richard. 

' WALTERS, Bcnjami?!, — v^as appointed (econd lieu- 
tenant of the Plymouth in 1672 -^ and, during the courfe 
of that year, was removed to the fame ftatioji on board the 
Rupert; of which fiiip he was, on the l4.th'of January 
1673, promoted to be firfl lieutenant. On the 27th of 
April 1675, he was appointed lieutenant of the Swallow ; 
on the 1 6th of January 1677-8, of the Greenwich ; on the 
30th of April following of the Henrietta ; on the 15th of 
May 1680, of the Aifurance; and, on the 17th of June 
1685, of the Happy Return. After having thus ferved, 
for fifteen years, in the ftation of a lieutenant, he was, on 
the 2d of September 1687, promoted to be captain of the 
Happy Return ; on the 14th of May 1688, he was ap« 
pointed commander of the Guardland; on the 24th of the 
fame month he was removed into the Richmond ; and, on 

* By privy fcnl, dated at St. James's, March the 8tb, 1714-15; 
and by patent at Dublin, the 27th of April following. 

the 
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the 3Cth of Auguft, into the Diamond. After the revo- 
lution he was appointed commander of the Swallow ; in 
which Ihip, which was only a fmall fourth rate of forty- 
eight guns, he fcrved at the battle off Beachy Head ; and, 
as he liimfelf dated in his evidence to the commiilioners 
of the admiralty, was obliged to run half a cable's length 
to leeward of the Englifh line, in order to get fo much 
nearer the enemy that the fliot from his gims, which 
were inferior in weight to thofe of a proper fhip of the 
line, might reach them. After this wc find nothing far- 
ther of him but that he was put on the fuperannuated lift 
in the year 1693, with the pay of a captain of a third rate. 
He died on the 26th of February 1690, 



1688. 



BOTELER, or BUTLER, Henry, — was appointed 
lieutenant of the Dover in 1672. He does not appear to 
have received any commiffion from this time till the year 
1682, when he was, on the i8th of November, made 
lieutenant of the Ruby. Early in 1683 he was removed 
into the Guernfey, and very foon afterwards returned to 
his old fliip the Ruby. On the 26th of April 1688, he 
was promoted to be captain of the St, Paul firefhip. After 
the revolution, in the year 1690, he was fent to the Weft 
Indies commander of this vefTel, under the orders of com- 
modore Wright. In this ftalion he continued till the 
arrival of commodore Wrenn, in the month of January 
1691-2, when he was promoted to be captain of the Mor- 
daunt, a fmall fourth rate of forty-two guns. In the en- 
gagement which took place on the 21ft of February, 
between the Englifli fquadron under commodore Wrenn, 
and that of the French under the count de Blenac, captain 
Butler fignalized himfelf in a very remarkable manner. 
The French fquadron confifted of fixteen fhips, fourteen 
of which were of two decks ; that of the Englilh of five 
men of war only, four of which were fourth rates, two 
hired fhips, and two privateer floops. From this extra- 
ordinary 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



140 LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF 

ordinary fuperiority the French were enabled to cut off 
and entirely furroiind the Mordaunt, together with the 
Mary, and the New England frigate, one of the hired 
fhips. Such, however, was the bravery, conduft, and 
deteniiined refolution of their gallant commanders, "that 
they defended themfelves fo fuccefsfully as to force their 
way through the enemy, in fpite of all the oppofition they 
could make, and rejoined their own fquadron. On the 
death of Captain Wrenn, and others from among the 
private captains, the command devolved upon captain 
butler in the month of May. Having removed into the 
M|ry, he failed from Barbadoes on the 14th of June, 
with the Afliftance and St. Paul firefhips, and a large fleet 
of merchant fhips, which he conducted in fafety to Cnpe 
Clear, off which they were feparated in a thick fog, 
though happily no misfortune attended this accident* 
Captain Butler arrived at Plymouth on the nth of Aut 
gull ; and as foon as his fhip, the Mary, which was a 
third rate of fixty-two guns, was refitted, cap:ain Butler 
' was re-appointed to command her, as one of the 
Channel iieet. In the month of July he was pro- 
moted to the Northumberland of fcventy guns. In this 
ihip he continued till the time of his death, an event 
which took place on the iii'l of September 1693, in a 
duel with a captain of marines, at Portfmouth. Thus 
fell a man, whofe conduct had done an honour to his pro- 
feflion, a viciim to a private and inconliderate quarrel, 
probably arifing from fomc very trivial caufe !*. 

BOUNTY, John, — was appointed lieutenant of the 
Afliftance on the 27th of November 1673. In this (hip 
he continued till the ift of November 1677, ^^^ he was 
removed into the Falcon, of which he was appointed 
to adl as commander in the month of AugHft 1680, and 
brought it home from the Mediterranean foon after that 
time. On the 15th rf Oct, i68t, he was made lieutenant of 
the Swallow ^ in 1685 of the Montague; and, on the iotK_ 
of September 1688, of the Dreadnought. On the 14th 
of Oftober following he was promoted to the command 

* In the Life of fir John Leake, printed in London 1750, he is . 
faid to have been the Author of a very ingenious bool^ on qaval affairs^ 
eatiilcd Coiioquia Maiitlma. 
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of the Half Moon fireOiipy by commiflioa from lord 
Dartmouth at that time admiral of the fleet. After the 
revolution he was promoted to the command of the Mary 
Rofe of forty-eight guns. In this fliip he was unfortu- 
nately taken by tlie French in the year 1691 ; and died, 
in captivity, on the 4th of July in the fame year. 
' CORNWALL, Wolfran,— was the defcendant of a 
very ancient and refpeftable family in Herefordfhire. He 
was appointed lieutenant of the Tyger, by admiral Her- 
bert, on the 30th of January 168 1-2. He i^ not known 
to have received any commiflion after this, till the year 
1688, when, on the 23d of Auguft, he was promoted to 
the command of the Dartmouth. He was removed 
into the Conflant Warwick, on the 26th of November 
following ; and, afterwards, on the 2 2d of December, 
into the Swallow. He continued to command this ftiip 
during the remainder of the following year. He was fent 
upon the Irifli ftation ; and, by the fpecial command of 
king William, was put under the orders of major-general 
Kirk, who was to attempt the relief of Londonderry. In 
the month of September we find him going as a volun- 
teer in the affault made by the troops, under brigadier 
Churchill, upon the breach at Cork. Soon after this time 
lie was appointed to the Suffolk of feventy guns, which he 
commanded at the battle off Beachy Head, where he be- 
haved with the greateft gallantry. He was promoted, in 
the following year, to the command of the Sandwich, a 
fecond rate; which fliip we find him captain of in the 
year 1693, and ilationed in the line as one of the feconds 
to vice-admiral Aylmer. In 1696 we find him captain 
of the St. Andrew, a firft rate, and fecond to.rear*admiral 
lir Edward Whitaker. As he appears to have always 
commanded capital fhips which belonged to the main 
fleet, while the confequential trufl repofed in him conveys 
to us, on one hand, a decided proof of the high eftimation 
iji which he was held; fo, on the other, does it prevent 
our having any interefting particulars to enumerate rela- 
tive to his fervice, during this period, farther than as it 
was connedled with that of the fleet at large. When the 
peace at Ryfwic was concluded, in 1697, he retired from 
the fervice, being put on the fuperannuatcd lift with a 

penfloa 
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penfion equal to the pay of a captain of a firft rate. Hi 
dieJ on the 2ift of January 17 19. 

CROSS, George. — The firft information we have been 
able to procure relative to this gentleman, is, that he was 
appointed commander of the Supply firefhip, by lord 
Dartmouth, on the 12th of Novjmber 1688. On the 
19th of December he was removed into the Dreadnought 
as fecond lieutenant, by commiffion from the faid lord* 
It is not believed he held any other commiffion after this^ 
lor he died on the 21ft of May 1689. 

DOVER, Edv/ard. — Of this gentleman we are alfo 
equally ignorant, relative to the early part of his fervice,' 
as we know nothing of him till we find him, on the 9th 
of September 1688, appointed commander of the Eliza- 
beth and Sarah firefliip. He continued in the fervice 
after the revolution, having been appointed captain of 
the Expedition of feventy guns. He retained this ap- 
pointment till his death, which happened on the 19th of 
November 1695. 

DUNBAR, William Conftable, Lord Vifcount,— was 
the defcendant of a moft ancient family which derived 
its furname from the office of conftable of Chefter, held 
by his ancefter under Hugh Lupus, his coiifin, who was 
created firft earl palatine thereof, by Williamf, furnamed 
the Conqueror. The family fettled foon afterwards at 
Flam.borough, in Yorkfhire ; of which p^acetliey poflefTcd 
the lordfhip. From this time they appear to have flou- 
riflied in a knightly degree, honoured with many confe- 
quential trufts of a civil nature, and enjoying at other 
times the highcft military commands. 

In the year 1620 Henry Conftable was created, by king 
James the firft, vifcount Dunbar in the kingdom of 
Scotland. William, of whom we are about to fpeak was 
the fourth vifcount, ha\ins entered into the fea fexvice, he 
was appointed, on the 26th of September, or, as others 
infift, on the ift of October 1688, commander of the St* 
Alban*s. The revolution, as it is well known, quickly 
fuccceded to this event; and his lordlhip being ftrongly 
attached, by principle, to the perfon and caufe of James, 
refufed peremptorily, on the acceftion of king William, 
to take the oaths of allegiance to him j in CQnfeT;uence he 
was, as might naturally be expefted, difmifl'ed the fervice- 

Froni 
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Froiti this time he lived in peaceable retirement. He 
married Elizabeth, eldeft daughter of Hugh, third lord 
Clifford, of Chudleigh ; but died, leaving no ifTue, in the 
year 171 8. His lady was afterwards, on the 17th of 
November 1729, married to the honourable Charles 
Fairfax, of Gill ins, only fon of Thomas, lord vifcount 
Fairfax ; and died of the fmall-pox on the 25th of April 
1721- 

ELLIOT, Edmund, — was, very early in the year 
1685, appointed lieutenant of the Falcon ; on the i+tK 
of April in the fame year, he was removed into the Dun- . 
barton; and, on the 28th of April 1688, was promoted 
to the Rofe, a prize taken from the Salletines. The 
ftrong and unalterable attachment he had conceived for 
king Jaines occafioned his difmiilion from the naval fer- 
vice on the 22d of April 1689. In the month of De- 
cember 1690, he was pitched upon, by the favourers and 
friends of king James, in England, to accompany fir R. 
Graham, commonly called the lord vifcount rrcfton, and 
Mr. Afliton, on an embaffy to the exiled king, in France, 
with a tender of their fervices. Through the vigilance 
of government this meafure was difcovered, and the per- 
fons in queftion clofely watched, fo that foon after the 
veflel, which they had hired to convey them to France, 
had paired Gravefend, it was boarded, and their perfons 
(eized. Upon Mr. Afliton were found feveral papers 
which were defigned to convey, to France, an informa- 
tion of a treafonablc nature. In (hort, the evidence, both 
againft him and lord Prefton, proved fufficient to caufc 
the condemnation of both for high treafon. Mr. Afliton 
was foon afterwards executed. As to Mr. Elliot he was 
never brought to trial ; and no proof of his guilt appeared, 
except that which depended on fuppofition only from his 
being found in converfation with thofe againft whom it 
was itronger. He continued to live in retirement ever 
afterwards ; and did not die till the 21ft of September 
1725. 

FAIRBORNE, Sir Stafford, —was the nephew of fir 
Palmes Fairborne, fometime governor of Tangier, who, 
in confequence of his bravery againft the Moors, had 
arms, with the following crelt, granted him, — a Dexter 
armed hand with a gauntlet proper, holding a fwordered, 

argent 
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argent pomel and hilt; Or, on the point thereof a Turk's 
head coupee. He was afterwards mortally wounded in 
the month of 0£lober 1680, by the Moors, who, v/erc at 
that time beficging Tangier. We meet with nothing 
relative to fir Stafford till we find him lieutenant of the 
Bonadventure, in the month of June 1685. The captain 
(Prieftman) was, at that time, ill at Tangier, and the 
command of the fliip of courfe devolved upon Mr. Fair- 
borne, who, in company with the captains Leighton * 
and Macdonald, projcfted, and fuccefsfully executed, an 
attack on fome Salletine (hips of war, which were, at that 
time, laying in the harbour of Mamora. After this 
time we hear nothing of him till the 30th of Auguft 1688, 
when he was appointed commander of the Richmond; 
from which he was removed, into the Fairfax. Soon 
after the revolution he was promoted ' to the War- 
fpight, a third rate of feventy guns. He commanded this 
ihip at the battle off Beachy Head. The charge of en- 
gaging at too great a diftance, though generally inappli- 
cable, was moft forcibly fo in refpeft to captain Fairborne, 
who was fo near his antagonifl that the raufket fliot 
lodged in the hammocks with which his nettings were 
fluffed. In the month of September 1690, being then 
prefent at the fiege of Cork, he was one of thofe gallant 
naval commanders who quitted their own line of fcrvice, 
in which, at that time, there appeared little opportunity 
of diftinguiftiipg themfelves, and went as volunteers with 
the detachment, under brigadier- Churthill and lord Col- 
chefter, which was ordered to affault the breach. For two 
or three years after this time nothing memorable occurs. 
In the year 1693 he commanded the Monk of fifty-two 
guns, one of the fquadron under fir George Rooke, fent 
to convoy the unfortunate Smyrna fleet. During the 

Surfuit and difperfion of this fleet, by the enemy, the 
lonk feparated from the other fliips of war ; but repair- 
ing to the Madeira's, the appointed rendezvous in cafe of 
accident, was quickly joined by fir George, and the 
greater part of thofe fliips 'which had happily efcaped the 

* Sec bis Life, page 94. 
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fciisfortune. When the remains, thus coUeifted*, r^- 
'turned to Ireland, fir George joined the main fleet with the 
jfix fhips that were in the'beft condition for fervice, and 
left captain Fairborne to canimand the reft, which 
Were to return into port when refitted, as well as 
^ircumftances would admit of. Although fortune 
appears to have denied captain Fairborne, during the ear- 
lier part of his fervice, an opportunity of diftinguifhiug 
himfelf by any other means than a ftrift and rigid at- 
tention to the duties of his office, thefe appear to have 
ftrongly recommended him to the favour both of admini- 
ftration, and thofe who were his fuperiors in command, as 
in the month of July 1696!, we find him captain of the 
Albemarle of ninety-guns, and Rationed in the line as one 
of the feconds to the commander-in-chief; foon after- 
wards he was made commander of the Victory. The 
jpeace of Ryfwic took place in the following year, and 
the next information that occurs relative to him, is, his 
being appointed, in 1700, commodore of the fmall fqua- 
dron, which is ufually fcnt, even to the prefent time, to 
Newfoundland, for the proteSion of the fifliery. 

On his return from this fervice he was appointed to the 
Tilbury, and fent into the Mediterranean, where he con- 
tinued but a fhort time. Hoftilities were thought to be 
<>n the eve of commencing with France ;tt the time of his 
arrival in England. This confideration probably accele- 
rated his promotion to be rear-admiral of the bhie on the 
joth of June 1701 : but the opei) napture, which had 
been long expefted, did not break out till after the accef- 
•fion of queen Anne. In the month of April 1702, rear- 
admiral Fairborne w^as difpatched, with a fmall detach- 
ment of the fleet, to Ireland, for the purpofe of bringing 
over from thence fome troops, deftined to form part of 
the land-forces about to be fent, under the duke of Qr- 
mond, on the expedition againft Cadiz. He was, during 

* On the pafTage to Ireland, from Madeira, the Monk, in con* 
jundion viih tbe Chatham, bad the good fortune to capture tvro rK h 
pnzes ; one outward-bound from France to the Weft Indies, with 
foldiers cloathing, brandy, wine, &c. and the other home war d-bou(id 
SiQfn Martinico, each mounting ab6ut thirty ^uns. 

f In the preceding year he commanded tne Defiance, 

Vol. II. K his 
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his abfencc, advanced on the 8th of May 1702*, to be 
rear-admiral of the white. He fervcd in this ftation 
during the enfuing expedition ; and, on the 22d of Jfirie^ 
having hoiftcd his flag on board the St. George of ninety- 
fix guns, was detached before t the main body of the fleet 
mider fir George Rooke. He had under his orders rear- 
admiral Graydon, and the Dutch rear-admiral Waffenaer^ 
with twenty fhips of J war of difFerent fates* Sir George 
himfclf did not fail till after the middle of July, and con- 
trary winds confiderably impeded his progrcfs to the , 
appointed place of rendezvous. This, however, he 
reached on the 30th ; but unfavourable weather had 
blown the rear-admiral, with his divifion, from the 
ftat'ion : and the fame caufe prevented the jundion till 
the 8th of Augurt; by which time his fquadron was re- 
duced to much diftrefs, for want of provifions. The 
fleet immediately ftood away for Lifbouj and from- 
thence for Cadiz, which it reached on the 12th, an- 
choring about five o'clock in the afternoon in the Bay of 
Bulls. 

The ill fuccefs of this part of the expedition § is too well 
known ; but where even the commander-in-chief is totally 
exempt from all blame relative to the failure, it 
becomes impoflible for the moil inveterate calumny to affix 
any ftigma on thofe who, aSing on every occafion in con- 
formity to his inftruftions and orders, could, at moft, only 
be cenfured in a fecondary light. The fleet, on its return 
home, acquired fome fatisfadHon for the former difap- 
pointment. The capture of Vigo, in a pecuniary fenfe, re- 
warded the. gallantry of the affailants more fubftantially 
than that of Cadiz would have done. Sir S. Fairborne 
removed his flag from the St. George into the Eflex; but 
does not appear to have been perfonally concerned in the 
attack. When fir George Rooke returned to England he 

♦ About this tlmealfo he received the honour of knighthood. 

f Firft to look into the Groyne, and if he found «iy French fqua- 
dron there, to block it up; if not, he was to cruife off Cape Finiflcrre 
till Joined by the main fleet under fir George. 

i Gazette, No. 3821. 

^ During which he appears, by fome MS. minutes of the cooncils 
of war then held, to have been principally employed in reconnoitring 
the coad preparatory to the defccnt, and different propofcd attacks. 
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Vr2ts left, with fir Cloudcfley Shovel, to bring home the 
prizes ; a fervice, in which they encountered much dif- 
ficulty, from the feverity of the feafon, tempeftuous wea- 
ther, and contrary winds. After being feparated from fir 
Cloudefley, in a violent gale, on the 6th of November, 
that part of the fleet which kept company with fir Staf- 
ford, arrived fafe at Spithead with him on the 17th of* 
the fame month. 

On the 6th of May, in the following year, fir Stafford 
was promoted to be vice-admiral of the red ; and, as it is 
fald, offered the chief command in the Weft Indies, which 
he thinking proper to decline, it was conferred on vice- 
admiral Graydon. He was afterwards appointed to ferve 
in the main fleet under admiral Churchill, when that officer 
was fent to take the chief command in confequence of fir 
G. Rooke's indifpofition : but on his quick recovery they 
l>oth returned into port without proceeding to their leveral 
appointments. He was afterwards fent on the Mediterranean 
fervice, as fecond in command of the fleet under the 
orders of fir Cloudefley Shovel. Having hoifted his flag 
on board the AfTociation they failed from St. Helen's on 
the ift of July. On the 24th the fleet arrived oflFCafcais> 
and fir StaflFord was immediately difpatched to Liibon to 
inform the king of Portugal, who had joined the grand 
alliance, of the arrival of the combined fleet. He was 
received with every poflible mark of attention by the 
king ; and returned to the fleet highly fatisfied with theie 
convincing proofs of royal attention to the dignity of his 
character. Thtf operations of this armament in the Me- 
diterranean, during this fummer, were rendered, from its 
late equipment and fhort continuance on that ftation, ex- 
tremejy uninterefting. This circumftance we have 
already had occafion to remark in the life of fir Clou- 
defley Shovel. 

The fleet returned to England in the month of No-, 
vember. On the 26th, that moft furious tempeft arofe, 
which has ever fince been diflinguifhed by the name of 
the great (torm. At this time fir Stafford was laying in 
the Downs, having his flag on board the AfTociation. This 

♦ Gazette, No. 3863, 
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ftip was blotvr) from her anchors; and, after alaioft mh 
raculoufly having efcaped a myriad of perils, was obliged 
to put into Gottenburgh. The fihgularity of this event 
will, probably, juftify the infertion of a more particular 
account*; and the rather, becaufe fir Stafford's conduft 

on 



* Her majefty^s ftiip Aflbciation, a fccond rate of ninety-fix gupf^ 
tommanded by fir Stafford Fairbome, vi^e-admiral of the rc^, and 
under him captain Richard Canning, failed from the Downs the 241*11 
of Novcrrvcr laft, in company with fcven other capital fhips on 
their return from Leghorn tip the river, ufider the command of the 
honourable fir C\ Sbov'cl, admiral of the white. They anchored 
that night oflP the Long-fand Heasd ; thcuext day.they ftruck yards and 
top-mafts. On the 27»h, about three in the mormng, the wind ac 
W. S. W. CDCrcafed to an hurricane, which drove the Aflbciation 
from her anchors. The night was exceedi»g dark; but, what waa 
jflill more dreadful, the Galloper, a ver^ dangerous fand, was under 
her Ice; fo that the crew were in momentary expedatioh of ftrikrng 
upon it, thinking it beyond the poweroEman to avoid.it. Driving 
thus, at the mercy of the wives, it pleafed God, thatab^ut five o'clock, 
ihc fljip pafled over the tail of the Galloper in fcveq fathom water : 
the waves, running mountains high, appeared ready to fwallow her 
tip. The (hip received, at this time, a fea on her ftiir- board fide, 
wiitch beat over her, broke and forced in feveral half ports, and alfo 
the entering port. She took in fuch 9 Taft quantity of water that it 
kept her down upon her fide; and every body believed that fhe coul^ 
■«ot have righted again, had not the water been fpeedily letdowpin.the 
liold by fcuttlipg ihe decks. During this confternatlon two of the 
lower gun deck ports were forced open by this mighty weight of 
watery the ihoft dreadfal accident, next to touching th^ ground, that 
coum have happened to us. But the ports that had been forced opea 
beiof readily fccured, by the direction and coxnniand of the vice-ad* 
iniral, who, though much indifpofed, was upon deck all that time, do 
farther mtfchief happened. As the fhip flill drove before the wind • 
fte was not long in this (boal (where it was impoffible for any (hip to 
liave lived for any length of time) but came inttj* deeper ^afier and a 
(inoother fea : however the- hurricane did |^ot yet abatf , but r^^her aa 
the contrary, fceuied to gather iircngth. Words were no foonc^ 
uttered than they wejp carried .away by the wincj; fo.that alth<|Hgh 
ihofe upon deck fpok^ load, and clove to one another, yet ihty could 
tiot often diftinguifli what was fatd : vfhan they opened their mouths 
tbeif breaths were almoil takpn away. Pare c^.tbe fprif lail, though 
(aft furled, wa:> blown away from they^rd. A ten-Qared boat,- that v^l 
laibed on her ftar-board fide, was of: en have up, by the ftrength of th« 
wind and overfet upon her gun wale. We plamly faw the wind 
ftimmmg up the witer as if ii had "beeirfand, carrying it up into the 
air, which was then fo thick and glooiuyiiba^day-light, which ftiould 
faaViQ been comfortable to us, did but make it appear more ghaOly. 
1 -' ' " • The 
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/m fo trying art occafion, appears to have been fuch as en- 
titled him to every poflible mark of regard and honour. 
Soon after his return he fhiftcd his flag into the Shrewf- 
bury, and was appointed fecond in command of the fqua- 
cht>n, fent out in thfe morith of May, under fir Cloudefley" 
Shovel. The objeft of this equipment was to attack, if 
at fea, or otherwile to confine in port, a french armament, 
fitting for fea at Breft, under the count de Thouloufe. 
Itiformation was received by the admiral that the French 
had quitted Breft fome days before he him felt left Portf- 



Thc fun, by intervals, picepcd through the corner of a cloud, but foon 
difappearing \th iis a more melancholy profpcft of our fituation. 
AboQt (eleven o'clock it^^fpet^ed the clouds, and the hurricane abated 
ioto a more moderate ftorm» which drove us over to the bank of 
Fivider$, and thence along the coaft of Holland and Jrifeland to the 
entrance of the Elbe 1 where, on the 4th of December, we hadalmoft 
as violeht a ftorm as when we drove from our anchors; the wind at 
N. W. driviiTg us ^ireftly upon the Ihore ; fo that we mwft all have 
iQCvitably pernhttd bad", not God mercifully favoured us, about ten 
o'clock ft iHght> will) a S. W« wind, which gave us an opportunity o£ 
putting to fea. Being afterwards driven near the coaft of Norway, the 
il|ip wanting anchors and cables, gar wood and candles wholly ex- 
pended, no beer on board, nor any thing elfe in lieu of it, every one was 
f-educed to one ^qart cf water per day. The men, who had been har* 
rafled at^elilile and id oar Mediierfanean voyage^ now jaded by tb« 
contiutMlHiygUes of the fl^ms, falling lick every day, the vice-admiral, 
in this exigency, thought itadvifeable to put into Gottenbourgh, the 
oftly pkjrt where we couH hope to be fupplied. We arrived there, 
the 1 ith of Oecember; and having, without lofs of timf, got anchors 
and cables from Copenhagen, and provifions from Gotteobourgh, we 
failf d from thence on thiQ 3d of January with twelve merchantmen 
under our convoy, ail laden with iiores for his roajefty's navy. The 
|ith following we prevented four French privateers from taking four 
of our ftore-fliips. At night we anchored off the, Long-fand Head ; 
weighed again the next day, but foon came to an anchor, becaufe it 
wa^ ?ely kazy weather. Here we again rode out a violent fiorm, 
ivhici) wais like to have driven us again to fea. But after three days 
very bad weather we weighed and armred to the buoy of the Nore on 
tfie a3d pf January, having run vefygreat rilks amon^ the fands, for 
w« had nq^ ^nly contrary, but alfo very teqipcftuous winds. We loft 
twenty-eigbt men from ficknefs, tontra£^ed by the hardfliips which 
they endured in \\ic bad weather; and had not fir Stafford Fairborne, 
by his great care and diligence, got the Ihlp out of Goticiibourgh, and 
Vy that means prevented her being froj^en up, moft part of the failors 
would have perifhed by the ^-.verity ofthe winter, whicb i» imolerab4y 
^^W IQ ^hOlc parl^. ' • ^ 

' Kz mouth ; 
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mouth ; fo that after a fortnights ineffedlual cruife it was 
determined, by a council of war, that the admiral him*- 
fclf (hould proceed for Lifbon to join fir George Rookei 
according to his inftruSions, with two-and-twenty fhips 
of the fquadron ; and that fir Staiibrd, with the major part 
of the remainder *, fhould return to England, as his or- 
ders did^ted. 

During the remainder of the year we find no mention 
made of fir Stafford, who was, in 1705, fent fecond in 
command of the fleet, deftined'for the Mediterranean fer- 
vice, under fir Cloudefley Shovel. No detachment was 
made under his fpecial command, nor, indeed, does there . 
appear to have been any feparate fervice undertaken by 
any part of the fleet, fo that the relation of the naval 
operations of this period are, of neccffity, confined to the 
life of Shovel, thp admi ral -in-chief t. They returned to 
England together in the month of November ; and, hav- ' 
ing ftruck their flags, repaired both to London, where 
they were received, both by the queen and prince George, 
with thofe marks of efteem their conduft had well 
merited. 

In the month of April 17C6, fir Stafford, who ftill 
continued vice-admiral of the red, was appointed com- 
mander of a fmall fquadron which rendezvoufed at Spit* 
head. It confided only of five fmall line of battle fhips, 
and a frigate ; and was to be joined by two othci* fhips of 
the line, one of forty guns, and a frigate, from Plymouth. 
Having ufed the uimoft diligence in procuring the equip- 
ment of his fhips, he was enabled to put to fea on the 
24th of that month +. His inftruftions were to pfocecd, 
with all imaginable fecrecy, off the river Charente, wheie 
he was to uTe his utmoft endeavours to take or deftroy 
fuch fhips as the enemy might be fitting out from Roch- 

* Commpdorc Kerr, with a fmall detachment, was then with tho 
fleet and under ord;:rs to convoy the outward-bound Wed India tra.de, 
-vhich were alfo in company, 

f Sir Stafford ha^ the coipmand of the attack, by fea, at the iiege 
of Barcelona, which he was ordered to cannonadq with a detachment 
pf eight Englifh and Dutch fhips of the line, while a powerful divcx- 
(ipn was made, in another part, by the bomb ketches. 

J But it appears by the Gazette. No. 4226, it did not quit Plymoutli 
till the 6th oi May. 
• fort. 
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for.t, which ufually lay at the mouth of that river to take 
in their guns, (tores, an.cl provifions. Contrary winds for . 
a confiderable time ipipeded his progrefs ; and when, at 
length, he reached the place of his deftined attack, 
the time limited for his abfence was fo nearly expired, 
that, notwithftaqdipg he had m^de the neceflTjiry difpofi- 
tions for burning fome of the enemy's '(hips, which he 
found at ancho;- there *, hg was obliged to return without 
having been able to ^ffe<5 any other fervjce than the de- 
(lru6lio|i of about half a fcore trading veflcls, and the 
capture of a fewinconfidprable prizes which he furprifed 
between the iflands of Rhee and Oleron. 

The fquadron returned to Plymouth on the 17th of 
]|i^ay ; and (ir Stafford immediately received orders to 
repair to the Downs with feven (hips of the line, four fri- 
gates, a fire- (hip, two bomb-ketches, and fopr fmall vef^ 
fels. On the 39th of the fame month h^ received farther 
orders to repair tp Oftencf, with the force un^er his comr 
ma|id, in order to corroper^te with the land force under 
monfieur Auverquerque, who was detached, by the dul^Q 
of Marlborough, to befiege that jown, §ir Stafford im-r 
mediately failed on this ferylce, and an,chored as near . 
Oftcnd as a proper attention to the fafety e^f hjs (hips 
warranted. It was propofed that Nieuport (hould be . 
firft attjicked ; to pjromote whiph h^, immediately on his 
arrival, detached three of his fmall frigates to block up . 
that place, ^nd pf event the iptrodudjop of any prO'» 
vifions or reinforcements by fea. The intended plan , 
of operations being jifterwardis changed, ai|d Oltend- 

«■ -i; " '*^" >*^' '■ ■ ■ - ■ ■ " ■ ■ ' - n . ■! I. ' ■ . :: 1— « "'•' ' '• " ' ' ^ 

♦ f« Whitehall, May 19» 17q6« Sif Sufli)rd Faifbgrnc, vice*, 
admiral of the rpd fqua<iron of. her majcfty's fleet, "who fome tjmc . 
(ince (ailed from Plymouth with a fquadron of her majedy^s (hips; is 
returned to th^t port. He has been off the river Charcnte, which ^ 
cones from Rocnfort, ^nd has bronjght in with him fix prizes, three 
of them Jaden with iron, tar, 4nd rozin, which were taken hctweeq ; 
the iDes Rhee ^nd Qler^ni where» M'itb his boats, be ^fo burnt, , 
fi^k, and drpve on fliore ten of th? enemies veffcls.; and, it is be- .. 
lieved, a fliip of twenty £un$, that ran a-fhore and bilged. When 
the vice-admtral came offRocheUc, it' was d*etrrmined to attempt the * 
enemy's fliips which lay there; l^nd all things were got in readincfs ^ 
^or it: but the winds coming up contrary }.. evented his pu^tinf> the ^ 
deiign in execution. The.appearai)ce of the f<maflroa ha& vcry.mucl^ 
iljfimcd the enemy's cqa^l.'* 
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inveftedin form by land, fir Stafford proceeded to xecoa'- • 
noitre the place, in order to difcover whether it \vefe pof*-' 
fible to render any effentiar fervice by an attack from the^ 
{e% ; of this there appeared, Indeed,^ but little hopes, in« 
afttiiich as the fliips lay airtogether at the back of the 
tdhvn: and the entrance into. thV harbour was not ohiy, 
long, narrow, and crooked, but was alfo well defended by 
feveral formidable batteries, fo that the attempt was giver^ 
up almoft as foon as propofed. But the general (Ayver- 
querque) being of opinion that two or three frigates, 
Ititionea near the (hore, might render Tome fervice at 
Eurnes, by preventing the paflage of any troopi oyer the. " 
gut at Nieuport,'they were' accordingly detacfhed, thotig^ - 
it*was*fefared the fands would prevent their appfoaciiing* 
near enough the fhore for their canhon to dp arty rhateriat* 
execution. The tfenches were Operied oti the 17th, and 
on the 19th three fmall veflels got into the harbour, not- ' 
withftanding the vigilance of the frigafe§ ^rid g^ard-boats. 
The admiral had propofed,' when the town w^s'firft in* 
verted, that a battery fhould be ercfted to the eaftvirari, 
which would have fully prevented the'introdu(^ion of any 
reinforcement, fo that the imprudence of negledling his ' 
politic advice foon became apparent. On the 2pth the 
batteries of the befiegers vvere ready to open, and on the 
2^d fir Stafford went on'fliore to concert wrth the gene- 
ral, monfieur Auvcrquerque, the plan of general attack. 
This being agreed on, the bomb-icetches began', at break 
f)f day on the 23d, to throw fliells, while at the fame in- 
fant the land batteries opened on the fonificatiotis. To] 
cncreafe, if poflible, thfe conf^ifion and diflrcfs of tbe " 
enemy, all the frigates and ffifiaHer v^fTelVof'the fquadfo'n. 
were at the fame time ordered to flip aiid run ifj' as 
clofe to the town as the *1h'oa!s would nernfiit them, 
bringing their broadfides tio bear on- luch * parts, as 
appeared moft fufccptible of injary and imprefliop. The' 
confequence of this combined attack wa$, that in'a quar- 
ter of an hour after it comnaenced, i\\6 towri was qbferve<i( * 
to be on fire in feveral patts, and fcy eight -o'clock the 
conflagration had rapidly encreafed. The aflfult was • 
continued with fo much fpirirttnd furj^, both fry f(fa and • 
land, that befdre night moft ofthc cmipon belonging <bthie ^ 
6 . ' f • • . ' befieged 
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phkego&yrtrS cjlfmounted, and the pjar^ Itfdlf reduce4 
nearly'to^n heap of ruins. 

On the morning of the 2$tj\y the town feeing no longef ' 
jtenable ^a^nft fo fornrndable an enemy, the Ijefieged beat ' 
;3L parley, and the fame day ,the capitulation was aSually 
concluded. ^Thus, by a happy conjunfition gf fpirit, 
prudence, and ability, was a conqueft effefted aftjer only, 
three d^ys open trenches, which haJ coft the Spaniards, 
about an hundred years befpre^ a fiege of upwards of three ■ 
years, and the lives of near fourfcore thoufand perfOns. ' 
The yeftels which jay in the harbour were not included ia 
the capitulation, fo that they itnmediateljr felj a preytp 
;ttie viftorsj who found three fhips of ^r, one of fevehty^ 
^nother of fifty, and a third of forty guns, togeth0r with 
jTeveral fliips-of inferior force ; and upwards f of forty fhip§ 
and yeffels belonging to the merchants, left a^ fubftaptial ' 
aiid valuable trophies attending the conqueft, 

With this fuccqfs fir Stafford apptiars to have clofed his 
payal life, and not again to havenazarded the lofs of that 
reputation he had fo juftly acquired. On the 28th of. 
June 1707, he was, together with fir Cloudefley Shovel 
and Mf. R. Walpole, afterwards earl of Orford, addecj 
to the lift of prince George's council, in his quality of lord 
high adm-iral j an office he, hoiyever, fcarcely hrfd twelve 
jnonths. He is faid, in moft navy-lifts we have feen, to 
Ji^tve been appointed admifal of the white in the year 
1707. Some have -even been fo particular as to ftate the 
yery dayf ; andalfo that, on the 21 (t of December 1708, 
he was conftituted admiral of the f^ee^ No traces of 
thefc commiffiops are to be found among the befth^fto- ^ 
pans;/ and there are fome circumftances which ftrongly ' 
induce us to doubt jhe truth of them. At that day there J 
was no inftance of there being more than one flag-officer , 
of each rank at one and the fame time; and it is well; 



♦ The Santa Maria 70 guns. 

Flandria 50' 

^ueen of Spain 40 

Ncpmivo 24 

Maria . 22 

. Extraa from sjn *^\Jf hy UO, d^fcd Jwi, 7» -l/PsJ. 

t The J^th of January, 



The JCatherine 16 gu)U« ' 

l.ady of Clare ^^ 

' King of Spain 14- 

P99 n<nie. unknown %6 . '« 



known. 
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known, that on thit 8rh of January 170^-8, ape ivy on|y 
after the appointment alluded to is fajd to have tak(?^ 
place, fir John Leakp received hJs commiffion, dated that 
day, appointing hirn admiral of the white ; and, at the 
fame time, a lecond, conftiluting him adtpiral and com- 
mandet- in-chief of the fle^tj a poft he enjoyed till the 
ypar 1709, when he was fVcpeedpd by admiral Aylmer* 
At any rate,. if the information afforded by the lifts is cor* 
re£l, nr Stafford could have born thefc commiffions only 
for a (hort time ; and it is almoft a certainty that he never 
went to fea in either of the capacities alluded to. On t\\p 
ift of January I7H> he is faid to. have had a penfion of 
600 L per apnum, fettled on him during life. From this 
time ti)I his death, which happened on the nth day of 
Ifoyember 1742*, he lived totally retired from the 
fefvice. 

FOULKS, Symon, — was appointed lieutenant of the 
Sapphire on the 23d of September 1680, From this time 
he does not appear to have again received any commiflioq 
till the 30th of Auguft 1688, when he was made firft 
lieutenant of the Plymouth. On the ?2d of December 
following he was promoted, by lord Dartmouth, tp he 
commander of the John and Richard firefhip : he 
was quickly afterwards made captain of the Cam* 
b,ridge of feventy guns. In this Ihip he ferved at the 
unfortunate battle off Beachy |lead, in which he bore a 
very diftingui(hed part, 1 he French (hip which wa^s 
oppofed to him in tne line, and is thought tp have feeep 
one of the admirals of the enemy's reaf divifion, having re- 
ceived fo much damage, that it w^$ pofitivcly aflerted by 
n^any to have funk foon afterwards. When the flf et re- 
turned into port captain Foulks was removed into the 
Montague of fi^ty-two guns. In the months of January, 
February, and Nlargh 1690-1, h^ was fent to cruife off 
the coaft of Ireland to intercept any fupplies deftined, by 
the French, for the ufc of the lat^ king James's arniju 
In this fervice he had confidcrable fuccefs ; himfelf and 
his comrades having taken, in fix weeks time, no lefs 
than nine capital privateers, fome of which were veflels of 

* Id a naval liA, publiflied by rear-admiral Hardy, he is faid to 
have died in the year I7i6» 
^ ' I- copfi^. 
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confiderable force, befides fevend inferior veflels employed 
in the tranrportation cf ammunition and (lores. He 
continued to command this fhip for a confiderable time, 
ferving in the Channel fleet * during the three or four 
following years: and not appearing to have been detached, 
during that period, on any feparate or di{lin£l fervice, he 
had no opportunity of diilinguifhing himfelf in any ex- 
ploit, except fuch as were atchieved by thofe powerful 
armainents collectively. In 1695, we find him com* 
mander of the Refolution of feventy guns, and detach* 
ed, in the month of March 1695-6, to aflift commo- 
dore Wyvell in the blockade of Dunkirk, with a fmall 
fquadron confilliag of three fhips of the line, a firefliip^ 
and four brigantines. He was relieved by captain John- 
fon with a force much fuperior, on the loth of April folr 
. lowing. He rejoined the main fleet on his return, and 
was foon afterwards fent to convoy the outward-bound 
merchant-fhips to the Baltick. He efcorted them back 
to England, and arrived fafe, in Solebay, with his own 
fhip, on the 25th of September, having juft before en- 
countered a violent gale of wind, which totally difperfed 
the Ihips under his proteilipn. They all, however, got 
into port foon afterwards. 

We hear nothing farther of him till after the acceflion" 
of queen Anne, when he was appointed to the command 
of the Cumberland of eighty guns, and failed under fir 
Qcorge Rooke on the welUknown expedition againft 
Cadiz. Soon after his return from thence he was ap- 
pointed to fucceed captain Bokenham, who died on the 
9th of November, as commander of the Aflbciation, a 
fecond rate. This promotion he himfelf did not long 
furvivc, dying at Portfmouth on the 2d of December fol- 
lowing. 

GRANVILLE, John, Baron of Potheridge, in the 
county of Devon, — was the fecond fon of the right ho- 
nourable John Granville firfl earl of Bath, and Jane his 
vyife, daughter of fir Peter Wyche, comptroller ^f the 

* He iignalifed himfelf very much at the battle off La Hogue. 
His ibip bavfng been fo much difabled in that ever-memorable en- 
counter, that l/t was obliged to quit the fleet immediately after the 
a£lion and make the bed of hit way to Portfmouth. 

houfhold 
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Iiouftiold to king Charles the Firrt. His family was mofi 
ancient and noble ;- dcrfving itfelf in a dire<9: line from. 
the youngeft fon of Rollo, firft duke of Normandy^ 
ifirough Richard de, Orartvillc,. lord of Glouceftcr and 
Gfemorgan^ w4iO Kved in the reign of king WilFiam the 
Conqueror. Ht ^^^jCtrtnpanicd that prince rn hi« expedi- 
tion to England, and received, as a reward for the hgnal 
fervice he rendered him, as wejl at tjie battle of Haitings ' 
as at other times, a grant of the caftle and lonMhipof Btd-' 
deford, with varioiis other valuable lands^ and pcflefliohs ia ' 
the counties of. 'Oc-)rnwall, Somerfpt, Glqmrefter, and* 
Buckingham. The lineal defcendant of this Richard dc ' 
GranvjUe, .with the interpofition of eleven generations* • 
was the renovi^ned fir Rigliard Grenvillc, vice-admiral of 
England i^xthe reign of (jueen Eliiabeth, whafcll a martyir 
t6 his almolt too romantic gallantry in defending his fhip, 
f6r fiftepi hours^ ^gainft the united efforts of firty-t^ree' 
Spanifli ihips of War, fcYetal of which were, fitiglyjj of* 
greater force than himfelf. Sir Richard yielded not at" 
laft ; his limbs, weakenedby the fefs of niuch bloodand the 
ahguift of feveral wounds, were unab)e to continue any 
farther exertions againft feis antagopifts ;; fo that they were 
enabled, merely from this circumftance, to poflefs them- 
f^lves of the fainting bodv pf this almoft too-brave man,^ 
jtpw nearly reduced to a hfelefs corpfe. The honour they 
derived from their victory was fhort-lived ; their poor 
Wounded prifoner dying within two days, and the (hip.^ 
itfelf foundiering in a fhort time afterwards. An honour' 
too, moft dearly pnrcjbafed with the \ofs of foui- of their* 
capital fhips, and the lives of near one thoufand^ of their 
lien^. who were either flain or drowned^ " " 

* J6hn Granville,^ of whom we are aboi^t to fpeak, w^a 
th< lineal defcend^tJ* of- this great and iHuilrious ipan ; 

— ; -^ ■ 1^ 't '■■ ■■ '< 7-^ '^'^ ■ ■ ^ 

^ * .Sir Richard Qrceriville, or Granville, marriei) Mary, eld^ef^ 
dia^litef and'cohbirefs to^John St, Lc^er, of Aumcry in the county' 
of Devon, knight ; by wtipm he had itfuc three fom, Bernard, John;^ 
aofl ^o^r; and five daughters. Bernard marrried Elizabeth^ daughrer 
aodcoliircfs of Philip Bcville, of Brynqe, cfq. By her be.kad ifluc a^ 
dwrgh|er» named Gertrude^ 9Qd four Tons, BeviJb, Richard, John«- 
and Walter. Bevjii^ ww th»t weJi- known gitax-and gpUantmw^. 
wlv> bravely flood forth ip. ckfcncj^ of king^ Charles the Firft, and 

^' W^r 
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to that he might be faid to have, as it were, an hereditary 
*ight to «aval eminence. Having attached himfelf early 
%n life to this fcrvice, he was appointed lici^tenant of the 
Crown ; but in what. particular year is not known. His 
fecondconimiHion was as lieutenant of the Adventure, and 
^ated on the a43th of May 1688. On the a^th of Odo- 
ber, or, as we learn from other infortnation, on the 22d of 
December, lie was promoted, by commiflion from lord 
Dartmouth, to be captain of the BriftoL That attach- 
ment to the houfe of Stuart, which he, as it were, inhe- 
rited from his^nccftors, did not betray him into a counte- 
nance of the follies and political vices of the unfortunate 
James. . Being a fteady acfiierent to thofe patriotic princi- 
ples which Aiggcfted and efFefted the revolution, he was 
continued in his command by king William, and appears 
to ,havc formed a firm attachment to the brave and 
unfortunate earl of lorrington. In the year i68'9 he 
was prompted to tho^command of the Lenox, a third rate 
of fcventy guns. Although he is principally to be con- 
lidered in the light of a naval commander, yet he did 
.not folely confine himfelf to that profeffion, having fervod 
in the military line with fo much credit, as to attain the 
^ank of colonel in the guards. He was alfo appointed 
.governor of Deal Caftle. At* the battle off Beachy Head 
Jie continued to command the Lenox ; and on this occafion, 
'Ms PH. every former one, he behaved with the greateft fpirit 
smd-bravery.. His honeft attachment to the caufe of the 
'^cari of Torrington, and his generous vindication of that 
iioble peer's condud, are faid to have been fo highly re- 
^fented by-fome of the narrow-minded politicians of that 
dayi that they, merely in confequeiKe of that open, manljr 
«rtd cver-te-be applauded cpndud^,. were weak ind vin- 
•didlive enough to. procure hrs difmillion, not only from 
ins naval command but from every other appointn^etit he 

■«i.iiw.^ ■■■ I' M. ,... I..,. . >, ni I II,, , i„ 

tMi fortunately loft his life at the battle of l-andrddwni He married 
Crace^ the daughter of fir George Smith, of Exeter ; hy wliom Be 
ie£t two claug1iieri.and three Tons, John, Bernard,. and JDcnt>is* J^biS, 
tb^ tJdeft foQ, \va9,^n gratitode fof the fervicea rtn^er^i to ^be caufe 
p^Voyahy, both by- his farber anjd himfelf, created, by king .Charles 
the Second, btran of Biddcfoid and Kilkhainj):on, vifcount Landf- 
^49^ht and earl ol" 3a rh. 
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held under the crown. Certain it is, he was no longer 
employed under WiHiam the Third. 

Anne, his fucceflbr, did juftice to his fufferings, if 
petty injuries of this nature, done to a good man, can be 
thought appropriate to that term. She gratefully remem- 
bered the family fervices rendered to her predeceiTors, 
and, for the honour of royalty, contributed every thing in 
her power to make him fome amends for his former ill- 
treatment. After he had, with all the aggravation of in- 
jury, infult could produce^ been difmifled from the fervicc 
of his country in one line, be feduloufly applied bimfelf 
to it in another of which the malice of his enemies could 
not deprive him : this^was^ as reprefentative in parliament 
for the county of Cornwall ; a ftation in which he diftin» 
guiflied bimfelf as a fenator, as much ^s he had before 
done as a commander. In the month of June 1702, he- 
was appointed lord warden of Stannaries, high (leward of 
the dutchy, and cuilos rotulorum of the county of Corn- 
wall ; to which was, foon afterwards, added, the office of 
lieutenant-general of the ordnance. In the following 
year he was created a peer by the title of baron Granville, 
of Potheridge in county of Devon, being the firft perr 
fonage who was raifed to that rank, after the acccf- 
ffion of queen Anne. Thefe honourable and well- 
deferved marks of royal favour he did not long enjoy. 
Dying on the 3d of December 1707, without ilTuc, his 
title became fextindk. He marrfed Rebecca, daughter of 
fir Jofias Child, and widow of Charles, marquis of 
Worcefler. 

GRAYDON, John. — ^We have no information rela-» 
five to this gentleman, either as to his family or otherwife, 
till we find feim, on the 17th of June 1686, appointed fe- 
cond lieutenant of the Charles galley. On the 29th of 
May 1688, he was promoted to t)e fir A lieutenant of the 
M.ary ; and, on the 9th of. Odober following, was ad- 
vanced to the command of the Saudadoes. Being well 
attached to thpfe. political principles which effefled the 
revolution, he wascordialiy entertained by William the 
Third, after his acceffion to the throne. Towards the 
end of the year 1689, was appointed captain of- the 
Defiance of fixty-four guns; which fhip he coramand<sd 
at the battle off Bcachy Head, and behaved in a manner 

highly 
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hi^ly teputabk tohisown jprivate charader and conform* 
able to the (lation in i^hich he ferved. In IJ691 he was ap* 
pointed commander of the Hampton Court of fevcnty 
guns^ one of the {h\p$ attached tothe main fleet ; and, in 
1695^ of the Vanguard, a fecond rate, employed in the 
fame fervice. We have already had loo frequent occa^ 
fions to lament the little notice taken by hiflorians of all 
naval commanders till they have attained the rank of 
admirals, or except they have been detached on fome fer- 
vice where they have, from their feniority, afied as com* 
manders-in-chief. This complaint is ftriftly applicable 
to Mr. Graydon. Were it not for the afliilance derived 
from written documents we (hould not have been able to 
colleifl even thefe trivial particulars relative to him, or to 
record any thing of him, till after th^ acceffion of 
queen Anne, wjien he was promoted to be rear*admiral of 
the blue*, and lent with the detachment difpatched under 
fir Stafford Fairborne, before the grand fleet, to recon- 
noitre the Groyne. Having joined fir George Rooke off 
Cape Finift^rre, he proceeded with him on the expedition 
againft Cadiz, having hoifted his flag on board the Tri« 
umph, a fecond rate of ninety guns. In the attack niade 
on Vigo, when the fleet was on its return home, the rear* 
admiral ihifted his flag from the Triumph into the Nor?- 
thumberland : but the conqueft being atchieved by the 
two leading divifions, commajided by Hopfon and Varider- 
goes, no opportunity was affc^i|^bd to any of the other 
commanders of diftinguifhing themfelves on this very 
memorable occafion. He was left, by fir George, Rooke, 
• at Vigo under the command of fir Cloudefley ohovel, to 
affift m refitting the prizes and convoying them to Eng- 
land. He anchored in the Downs, with his charge, on 
26th of November ; foon after which he was advanced to 
be rear-admiral of the white. 

In the month of March he Was promoted to be vice- 
admiral of the white, and appointed commander-in-chief 
of the fquadron fent to the Welt Indies. Having 
hoifted his flag on board the Boyne, or, as others 
fay, the Refolution, he failed upon this fervice on 

♦ ** Porifmoufh, June the 16th 1702. Captain John Graydon, 
commander of her majefty*s fhip the Triumph, being made rear^d- 
miral of the blue, hoifled his flag at the mizen top of her majcny't 
faid Ibip." 

the 
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.^he r^tli of the fame month, aiid oft the i8th fell "irf 
. vrith the French fquadroti^ under monfieur Di^rC^iie/ 
confifting of four fliips of fixty or feventy gun6 each, re- 
turning from the Weft tndies, in a very fhattered condi- 
tion, after their engagement with vice-admiral Bcnbow.- 
. Mr. Graydon conceiving himfclf ftriAly bound, by the 
tenor, of his orders, to malie tnc beft^ of his v^^ay to the 
' |)lace of his deltination, made a figfial t(S call off the' 
' Mountague, one-of the fliips under his command, vhicl\ 
had a£lually commenced an adlion with the ^ern-moft 
Ihip of the enemy. This condnfl*, .which it moft was 
only an unfortunate and unintentional error in jOdgment/ 
drew on him much cenfure, which ended in his difmrfliori 
from the fervice : hut of this hereafter. 

The vice-admiral proceeding on his voyage^ arrived 

* fafe at Jamaica on the 5th of Jane" following, and 

* while on his paflage thither was advanced to be vice-ad- 
tniral of the red. Immediately on his arrival he ordered 
a furvey to be made of the feveral ihips under hifs com- 

1 tnand; and he forwarded their re-equipment with art 

. alacrity which could not have been produced from any 

other caufe than an . honeft and moft hearty zeal for the 

. fervice of his country. Defedive as his (hips were in 

• Extrefl of a letter from Plymouth, dated April ft6, 1763. 

*• The Mountague, captain Cleveland commander, is come in here 5 

'*'l1ie'N.onrucb and Ihe vfwnMfom hence the i,^th of March with vicc'^ 

V admiral Graydo« in the j^^lution, captain Day in the Blackwall, the 

tranfports with brigadier Columbine's regiment, the ftore-ihipi, ^nd 

* merchants hound to the Weft Indies^and parted from them on the 26th 
^ jof the fame in the latitude of 43 degrees. The captain fays, that on 

the ]8th of that month, in the latitude of 47 deg. 30 min. they met' 
four French men of war, and that he engaged the flernmoft for fome 
time ; but upon his firft enj^agtng the vice-admiial made a ii^nal to 
' call him oif, being under orders not Co lofe any time in his paflage by 
chafing or fpeaking with any (hips whatfoever, the contrary winds 
baving kept him here much loilger than was intended, and the fervice 
upon which he was botatd very muck requiring hisprejence, and the regiment 
that was with himJ^ 

Campbell very^ properly remarka, ** The fingle quedion that aroffi 
on this.fubjefl was, whether admiral Graydon obeyed his orders? 
"and this is plainly decided, by the foregoing paragrapn, in the affirma* 
five.'* Even Burnet, who charges him with not having been well« 
affe6led to the then tdminiflration, admits his orders to have been 
*• peremptory.^* ' - 

* -. - •♦ . . • « ^ - • ^Imoft 
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altooft every point df equipment J^aky in their hulls,ftrained 
anffiia||ered in their nia(Ls and rigging^and miferably defici- 
ent m their feveral crews ; fuch were the good tfft&$ of Mr. 
Gray don's fpirited condufb, that he was enabled to, fail 
from thence on th« 29th. A mifnnderftanding, which^ 
Unfortunately arofe between him, and fome of the leading 
people in that ifland^ in great meafure, probably, accele- • 
rated his final departure. Having arranged the feveral 
detachments, and fettled the quantum of force which, ac- 
cording to his inftrudlions, he was to leave for the defence 
of the iflandj he failed from Bluefields, whh the remainder 
of his fquadron, in the month of July^ and arrived off 
Newfoundland on the 2d of Augufl. A continued fog, 
which lafted without the fmalleft intermiffion for thirty 
days, in a degree unufxtal, and, indeed, unprecedented 
even in tTiat part of the world, firft occafioned the difper- 
fion of the fquadron, and afterwards prevented it from 
rel^flembling till the 3d of September. Under thefe cir- 
cumftancts the vlcc-admiraf thought it neceffary to call a 
council of war to confider the farther profecution of an 
attack on the French fettlement at Placentia, which was 
one of the principal objeds of his inftrudions. 

The reduced ftate of the fquadron, from the ficklinefs 
df the feveral crews, the fcarcity of provifions, and th« 
total want of the various necelfaries requifite to any mili- 
tary undertaking, or attempt, in fo cokl and inhofpitable 
a clinJatc, operated as fo many difcouraging incentives, 
or, rather, infurmountable obftacles to fuccefs. The 
fituation of the enemy was on the other hand highly ad- 
vantageous even to an inferior force. The fortificatioiis 
wiere refpeftable znd well conftrufted ^ difficult of accefs 
even to well-provided aflailants ; and rendered, in the pre* • 
lent inf{ance, ftill moie fo, from their being deftitute of 
fafcines, planks, and other materials neceffary to the ercc- ' 
tion of batteries in a fituation fo marfhy as that which 
epvixoned, and afforded an additional fecurity to thofe who 
were to have been be(ieged« Independent of all thefe 
powerful objeftions to attack, the military force of the 
tftemy was found to be not only formidable, but cveficon- 
fiderably fuperior to the army of the Englilb> which wa$^ 
hj ficknefs arid death, reduced to little more than a thou^ 
fand men ; fo tbat it was unanimoufly agreed in council 
' Vol. IJ. . L that 
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that even the attempt muft fully the honour of her ntaje- 
fly's arms, inftead of being produ£live of the fmallelt 
advantage. 

The vice-admiral returned to England, and arrived 
fcfely in the Downs on the 22d of Odober. The remark 
made by Campbel on the event of. this expedition is toa 
honourable, an^l at the fame time too fair and candid a 
juftification of Mr. Graydon's condu6k to be omitted. 
** Such/' fays he, ** was the end of this unfortunate ex- . 
pedition ; in which, though it is certain, on the ond hand, > 
that he did not do the nation any remarkable ftrrvice 5 yet 
it is no lefs certain, on the other, that, in ;-efpe6l to pro- 
teding the trade and the reft of the things in his power^ 
he did all the fervice he was a1>le.. But it W3S his mif- ' 
fortune, firft to feel the efFeds of other nfien's mi(^a(:eSy > 
and next to be made anfwerable for them/' lit Ma;x:h } 
following an enquiry into the condudl of this truly anfof- . 
funateman having been indituted in the houfe of lords*,; 
his difgrace-and difmiflion from^the fervice followed rather ' 
as a matter of courfe^ than as a puniil>ment juiHy ii^ > 
Aided on him for mi{behaviouf . The tenor of hi« ordera 
were not deemed a fufficient excnfc for t)^ firft part of hhj 
condud ; nor the neceffities of the Service for the kttcr. 
The exaggerated charges made agai4i(l him were feen hf* 
his enemies in thb mod glaring and culpable light;, and 
they even enjoyed tjie poor falisfadiort of depriving him 
afterwards of that p.nCoii which his fovere^gn, too npbte 
to blend misfortunes with criminality, lliouglit the fojrsnef 

* On the 17th of March die comffiittcc of lords, appointed to in- 
fj^ft the affairs of the rfavy, refolved^ " i}jat vice-admiral Gmydori,* 
wkh.a fquadroQ of her majefty's (hips of war niider his cofivoy, tneet> 
ing with four French fhtpsin his paHage.ro the; Weft. Indies, and Ifct- 
tiDg them efcape without attacking theo)^ according to his duty^/ront: 
the pretence of his injiruiiionst had been a prcj'/dicc to ilie qiKjen's fer- . 
▼ice and a great difhonotir to the nation." 

The ncxt^ay they T<ft>Ived likewife, ** firft, that admiral Graydon"*' 
difordcrly proceedings, in prefling men at -Jamaica, and Kis fevcrt 
ttCage of in«ifter»of nKrcbant-men and tranfport veftrts tinder his con^ 
▼oy the*e, had been a. great difcouragcnient h> the inhabitants of thad 
iftand, and prejudicial to her majcOy's fervice i and f^condly, that acfl- 
miral Graydon having behaved bimfeirib ill in this expedition to the, 
Weft Ifl4ie«j migkt^ be-emphytd tte fmreitther tnajefi/'sjcrviit:** which-' 
rdpluviK>q»;(y:rt;.agrc£d to by.th* h^ufe.- . . ' . 
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had well-defervcd, and which, had fhe not been nnoft for- 
cibly impelled by the clamour of his perfecutors, fhe, in 
all probability, would not have thought the extent of the 
latter warranted the difcontinuance of*. 

As to his charafter, Burnet, who was far from being 
tiis friend, and has been induced to ftile him, what he calls 
a brutal man^ is neverthelefs honeft enough to acknow^ 
lege, that when he was offered th^e command in which ' 
all his former fafne was wrecked and loft, and that 
too under circumftances many would have fcrupled to 
have accepted of it, as was a6lually the cafe with fir 
Stafford Fairborne, Mr. Graydon, though blunt, was 
honourable and fpirited enough to fay, when he accepted 
it, " that it was his duty to go wherever the queen 
thought proper to command him, and that he knew no 
difference of climate when he was to obey her orders." 
A man capable of profeffing fo great and juft a fentiment 
we may naturally fuppofts to have been incapable of in- 
tentionally aftmg otherwife than moft honourably. He 
died on the lath of March 1726. 

GRIMSDITCH, John,— was appointed lieutenant of 
the Kingsfifher on the I4tli of April 1685. ^^ ^^^ 
pronaotcd to the command of the Half Moon firefhip on 
the 27th of April 1688 ; and, on^the 23d of July 1688, 
Was removed into the Lark. Zealoufly adhering to the 
caufe of king James the Second, as well in confequence 
of the more common ties of attaqhment, as thofe of reli- 
gion (being a rigid Roman Catholic) which flill more for- 
cibly impelled him, he quitted the fervice on the 12th of 
December 1688, in* confequence of the exprefs diifeftfons 
of William the Third'. The time of . his death is uni 
known. * 

HEEMSKIRK, Lawrence Van, --is faid tb have beeii 
made commander of the Nonfuch in the year 16^8': wi 
trc flrongly induced to believe' this' a ihiftake, arfid occai- 



t Afwr his return frorh the WiftTInaJcfi hfc was advanced to bip 
vice-admiral of ihc red, and under circumftances too which fully 
indica'tcTIiiat, in llieopTnibnTSbtKortlic queen and her miniftcrs, he 
(lood petf.fe£ily acqiMied of all niifcondu£l. The dtfcontmuat^cer of 
bis penfion was prQo^ed By a fecond addreifs, from the houfe of lords', 
to IDC queeo, in the inonib of February lyoi^"^* 

L 2 Coned 
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fioned by an error in the date, which we apprehend 
fliould be, at leaft, as far back as i668# We fuppofe him 
to have been originally a Dutch commander, and moft 
probably the fanrie perfon who deferted that fervice in 
difgrace, during the tirft war with the States General. He 
repaired immediately to England, and gave fuch informaf 
tion to the Englilh court as caufed it to proje6\, and 
carry into fuccefsful execution, the attack on the iilands 
of Ulie and Schelling, in the year 1667. We are in^ 
duced to believe him to have been the fame peribn from 
the cireumftance of his never appearing to have been em- 
ployed, except in the inftance juft given. The follow* 
ing ftory, which accounts for it, is given by Camp^ 
bell, extrafted from the Life of De Ruyter, part the firlt, 
p. 373, 374. " One captain Heemflcirk, a Dutchman, 
•who fled hither for fear of being called to an account for 
xnifbehaviour under Opdam^ was tfee author of this dif- 
mal fcene. He was one day at court, and boafting, in tl^^ 
iiearing of king Charles the Second, the bloody revenge 
lie had taken upon his country, that monarch, with a 
ftern countenance, bid him withdraw, and never prefiune 
to appear again in his prefcnce. He fent him, however, 
a very connderable fum of money for the fervice, with 
which he retired to Venice." This inftance of magna- 
nimity in that generous prince has been long, and highly 
applauded by the Dutch. 

HOSKINS, Benjamin,^— was made cortiriiander of the 
Cleveland yacht on the 5th of September 1688. After 
the revolution * we find him commander of feveral capital 
(hips, in particular of the Reftoration of feventy guns, ii^ 
the month of June 1693. From this (hip he was remov* 
ed, in the following month, to the Royal William, a nev\r 
firit rate, mounting one hundred and fix gtms, as capt . to the 
carl of Danby, afterwards better known by the title of map- 
guis of Carmarthen 9 who had hoifted his flag on board her 
as rear-admiral of the blue. He appears to have conti- 
nued a long time in this very honourable command, moft 
probably till the peace at Ryfwic took place ; and ienrcd 



* On tin 31ft of May 1690, he wa» appoiotcd commaoikr of the 

undcf" 
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under various admirak*, during that period, with very 
dillinguifhed reputation. We do not believe he was 
employed after the year 1697 ; but in the y^j 1702 went 
into a very honourable retirement, having had a penfion 
of ten (hillings a day, for life, fettled upon him on the 
irt of January. On the 8th of December 1705, he was 
alfo appointed one of the captains of Greenwich hofpital, 
a flation in which he died on the 30th of September 
1712. 

JOHNSON, Thomas,-r-wa6 appointed fecond lieute-^ 
pant of the Succefs on the 234 of June 1679 ; and, on th^ 
4th of November 1682, of the Forefight. On the 19th 
of June 1685, he was promoted to be firft lieutenant of 
the Referve; and, on the 29th of April 1687, of the 
Hampfhire. On the 30th of Auguft 1688, he was made 
captain of the Swan ; and died, at Greenwich, on the aStli 
of OSober 1690. 

JENNIFER, John, — was made lieutenant of the 
Barnaby, by prince Rupert, as early as the year 1672 r 
on the 20th of November 1677, he was appointed to tlys 
fame ftation on board the t Afliftance ; and, on the 13th 
of March 1678-9, was removed into the Guernfey as fe- 
cond lieutenant. From the time he quitted this fhip till 
the |oth of May 1687, he does not appear to haye had 
any appointment ; but he was, at the time juft mentioned, 
promoted to be firft lieutenant of the Nonfuch ; and, on 
the 29th of Auguft 1688, of the Guardland; which fhip 
he was, on the 1 8th of the following month, promoted to 
the command of. In the year 1689, ^^ ^^^ made cap- 
tain of the Edgar c in this fhip he behayed with very 
diftinguifhed gallantry at the battle off Bcachy Head, i|i 

■ II ■ >i I ■ I .ir i n ..I I .1 . II. II I J I 

♦ In particular fir David Mitchell, vice-admiral of the blue, in ih^ 
year 1696. . 

t When captain Gardjncr (fee yol.i. p. 333) wa? appointed com- 
roander of this (hip, he procured Mr. Jennifer, whom he had formerly 
recommended to the notice of prince Rupert, to be appointed hi; 
lieutenant; as he had before been, when captain Gardiner was mad^ 
commander of the Barnaby. Mr. J, continued with his patron till 
the time of his death, in the month of March 1679; and, after tha$ 
fivcnt, the temporary command of the fiiip devolving upon him, h^ 
isonvoyed to Tangier a fmall fleet of mercnant fhips, which had rei^ 
^ezvoufcd at Leghorn wailing for his prote£liqn. 

L 3 y^^K\\ 
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which he unfortunately receivejl a wound which occafi- 
oned his deaths and in a manner truly lamentable, as he 
mifcrably lingered till the 2d of February 1690-1, up- 
wards of feveji months after the fatal accident had taken 
place. 

LATON, John, — was appointed fecond lieutenant of 
jhe Faulcon early in the year 1685 ; and, on the 9th. of 
Auguft following, was removed into the Briftol; of which 
fhip he was promoted, to be firft lieutenant on the loth 
of ' May 1687*. On the 15th of June 1688, he was 
made captain of the ]Lark, on the 23d of July of the 
Mary, and on the 22d of OSober of the St. Alban's ; the 
latter of which appointments he received from lord Dart* 
mouth, the commander-in-chief of the fleet. He conti- 
nued captain of this (hip, which appears to have been 
principally employed a^ a cruifex for a conliderable time 
after the revolution, and met with very confiderable fuc- 
cefs in capturing a number of ftips belonging to the 
enemy. He was foon afterwards promoted to the Mon- 
tague, a third rate; and vjras unfortunately killed t, on the 
' jzd of January 1 690-1, in a petty encounter with a large 
French privateer, who raflily attempted to defend herfelf 
againft his fuperior force. 

LEAKE, Sir John, — was the fecond fon of captairt 
Richard Leake, matter gunner of England, an appoint- 
ment of conliderable note, which he obtained by flint of 
perfonal merit. Sir John was born at Rotherhithe in the 
• I ,-, 

♦ This fhip was one of the fqiiadron fent with the duke of Graftbn 
to efcort the betrothed queen of Portugal to Lifbon in the month of 
Augutt 1687, Mr. Laton was, on this occafton, prcfcnied, by the 
joy^l bridegroom, with a very valuable diamond ring, an anecdote in 
11 (elf trivial, but rendered more confequential from the circumflance 
oF bis being the oifly officer of hi« rank who appears to have received 
that honour. 

t Extra£l of a letter from Plymouth, dated January 6, 1690-r. 

•* This day arrived here their majefties fhip the Mont^ue, with 9 
French prize, being a privateer of twenty -four guns mounted, and ten 
in the hold, which that fhip took fome days ago, about 16 leagues to 
the weft ward of Ufhant, after a fight of two or three hours, in which 
captain Layton, commander of the Montague, and one man more on 
our fide, were killed j but of the.French, it is fajd, between forty and 
■fifty were killed and wounded ; one hundred and tkirty are brought, 
a-faorc prifoacrs." 

year 
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year 1656 ; and, foHowing the fteps of-Ws f*hd^, etTt^reS 
very early into the navy. He feryed as^a midfhipmari oA 
board the Royal Prince in the mejnorable fe^- fight between 
the Englifti and Dutch, on the loth of Aug. 1673, being 
tlien only feventeen years old. At the conclufion of- the 
war, an event which took place very foonafter, Mp. Leake 
finding his hopes of preferment in the royal navy at leatt 
poftponed, engaged, for a fliort time, in the merchajit's 
Jervice. He tjuitted it on being if^poinlcd to fucceed his 
father as gunner of the Neptune- * 

Continuing to render himfelf as- confpiciious as hiS 
youth, and the peaceablcdifpofition of fjirrounding ftgtes; 
cVer unfavourable to nftval and military promotion, would 
permit him, he was, on the 24th of Septeinberi688> ap* 
pointed commander of the Fire Drak^ firefliip. In this 
yelFcl lie was prefent at the battle of Bantry Bay, "vyhere 
he found an opportunity of performing a fignal fer(^iceby 
firing^ one of the French line of battle ftips, ^mmandeo 
by the chevalier Goetlogon. This he \ya5 enabled to dp 
by an invention of hi^ father's, called a cuflvee piece^ a 
fpecics oi cannon, throwing a fmall (hell, or careafs, in- • 
ftead of (hot. Admiral tl^rbert, whp commanded in 
thief, did every Jpftice to his merit, by appointing hirn| 
two days after the battle, to pommand the Dartmouth 
frigate of forty guns* 

'On the 28ih of July following he relieved the city of 
Londonderry, at that time hard preffed by king James's 
army, confining of 30,000 men. He effected this fer- 
vlce in fpite of every impedirhent a very powerful and 
a6Hve enemy could contrive, to impede, and prevent hi$ 
fuccefs. The Dartmouth being paid oiF at the clofe of 
the year, Mf. Leake was appointed captain of the Oxfor^; 
pi fifty-four guns ; and, in the mohth of May follo\virig, 
was promoted to the command of the Eagle, a third rate 
of feventy guns. He wa^ one of the ihemb^rs of thfe 
•^ourt-martial appointed for the trial of the gallant bVt 
•unfortunate earl of Torrington, ahd proved himfelf, dh 
that memorable occafton, to be one Of thofe trtJy vahi- 
able perfons, who, ever bent on the drift pei-formihee of 
jheirduty, ever zealenis in the p6rfuit oftrtie hdnoiii'j'^e 
-peitlier to be intimidated by the damours of difafpoifited 

L 4 ' . (^i<>P;i 
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fadion, or allured by the pleafmg profped of courtly 
favour. 

At the battle off La Hogiie, being dill commander of the 
Eagle, he continued topreferve that charafter for gallantry 
he bad before fo induftrioufly laboured to acquire. The 
bare recital of his lofs is a fuflicient proof of the very con* 
Qticuous (bare he bore in the a£lion ; feventeen of the 
fiagle'sguns being difmounted, feventy of her men killed 
and one hundred and fifty wounded. On the Monday 
following, four days after the aft ion, fir George Rooke 
(hifted his flag into the Eagle, difabled as fhe was, for the 
purpofe of dettroying thirteen of the enemy's (hips under 
cape La I^ogue : which fervice being effeftually performed, 
the fleet returned home ; and the Eagle being put out of 
commiiTion, Mr. Leake was appointed to the command 
of th6 Plymouth, a third rate ; from which he was foon 
after removed into the OflTory, a fecond rate of ninety guns. 
This (hip proving leaky it was prdered round to Chatham 
for repair. Early in the enfuing fpring, captain Leake, 
ftill continuing in the OfTory, joined the fleet deftined fof 
the Mediterranean fervice under the command of admiral 
Ruirel. But the French, ftill fmarting under their defeat 
at JLa Hogue, fuifered themfelves to be pent up quietly in 
Toulon! No other advantage therefore was derived from 
the expedition, than that of the Engliih fleet riding tri-- 
umphant, two years fucceffively, unmolefted by the enemy ; 
confcquently no opportunity offered itfelf to capt. Leake of 
doing more than thaj, which is a bare cold fatisfadion to 
a man of an cnterpriiing turn, '* maintaining^ on all occa^ 
fms, the charaBer of a dfUgent and attentive f,fficer.'\ The 
fame cautious line of conduft being purfued by the French 
during the reft of the war, the fame poverty of enterprifc 
of cpurfe attended the meafurcs or the Engliifa. The 
peace of Kyfwic taking place foon aft^r (Sept. ae, 1697} 
thp OITory was, on the 5th qf Deceqfiber, put out of com*- 
miffion, when captain Lea{5:e was ^ out of employ, 
thoggh for the firft time fince he had become a naval 
commander, in the year of the reyoluiion. 

On the death of his father, .which happened jn t^\e 
flpioiith of July 1696, his friends much wifl^ed to get hi^ 
appointed his fucceflfor as mafter gunner of England ; and 
gttmir^l Rulfel In particul^r^^ wrote to the earl of Romney, 

wha 
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lyho W21S, at that time, mafter-general of the grdinance, folj- 
citing the appointment for him. The application would^ 
no doubt, have been fuccefsful ; but having been made 
without the knowlege of captain Leake, fo was it with- 
out his appro^)ation alfo, He declined, howeyer, the 
good and well-meant offer of his friends, on this occafion, 
in thQhandfomeft terms: but inafhort time wearied wiik 
that inaftiyity produced by peace, and which muft evcc 
be irkfoji^e to a pian w.hofe life had, till then, been fpent- 
|n aftive employment, he tur^eil his ^ thoughts to-* 
wards procuring the office of commiflioner of the na\y.' 
He wasMiffuaded from this intention by his friend admiral 
Churchill, and appointed tg the command of the ICent, 
a third rate, in May 1699. The peace (till con«- 
tinuing, he was put out of comxuffion in the February 
following. In the beginning of the year 1701, on the 
profpeaof a frefh war with France, he w^s appointed to thci 
Berwick of feventy guns ; and, after a lecond twelve* 
month of inactive fervice, was again put out of compiif- 
iion in January i70X-2» 

The hour now approached when the infultinjg and tur- 
bulent behaviour ot Louis the XlVth caufejj him to cn-r 
ter into a more bufy fcene of life. On the preparation 
for war juft before the death of king William, he yvas 
recommended, by his old and {tcady friend, acjmira} 
Churchill, as the fitted man in the fervice to b^ captaia 
fo the carl of Pembroke, at that time appointed lord high 
admiral ; an^ who never having been bred to ih^ fea, con«» 
Jequcntly required the extraneous afliftance of the 
greatefl profelfional abilities he could procure, in aidof 
his own natpial gallantry and fpirit. The death of king 
William, which happened alnjoft immediately afterwards, 
prevented his ever going to fea in that ftation ; and caufed^ 
not only his removal, but that of the carl of Pembroke alfo^ 
in order to make room for the appointment of George, 
prince of Denfpark^ for whom, it is fai4> that office had 
t>een long defigped. Captain Leake was, however, ap- 
pointed to the command of the AlfociatioD, a fecend ra^, 
the very day he was removed from his former ftatign 5 
and, in three weeks afterward?^ Commodore of a fqua<Jron 
deftined for Newfouodland. "OA'this occafion he re- 
moved from the Aifociation. to the Exeter, a fourth rat« 
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of fixty guns; the former fliip being too large for thfe' 
fervice he was now going upon. He performed every thing 
that the moft fanguine cxpedation could have formed to 
itfelf ; having, in the courfc of his fummer's cruife, taken 
or deftroyed upwards of fifty of the enemy's fliips and 
vp(]el$, as well as completely routed them from a! I their 
confiderable fettlements on the fliore. On the' 9th of 
December following he was appointed rear-admiral of the 
blue ; and, in the next mofhth, commander-in-chief at 
Spithead, Still continuing in the fame current of pro- 
motion, he was, in the beginning of March, advanced to 
be vice-admiral of the blue. The naval campaign of 
1703 furnifhed no incident worth commemorating. 'J he 
vice-admiral accompanied fir Gloudelley Shovel to the 
Mediterranean, but the latenefs of the feafon prevented ail 
exploit. The fleet returning in the month of November, 
the vice-admiral arrived in the Downs juft before the great 
ftorm *, which, notwithftanding the accident of the Rerto- 
ration, a third rate, driving athwart his hawze, he was, 
from having taken timely precaution, fortunate enough 
to weather. Early in the month of February he received 
the honour of knighthood, and on the igth qf the fame 
month took upon him 'the command of the fquadron de- 
fined to convoy the troops to Lifbon; where, having 
arrived with his charge in perfpd fafety, on the 2d of 
March, he put himfclt under the command of fir George 
Rooke, who had failed thither fome time before. On 
the 27th of April they quitted the Tagus, to which they 
v%re rettirning after an unfuccefsful cruife in the Medi- 
terranean ; but, at a council of war held on the 17th of 
June, that refolution was changed : and, after fome far- 
ther confultations, it was refolved, as it is faid, at the 
^xprefs inftance and advice of fir John Leake, to attempt 
Gibraltar. The fuccefs of this enterprife is known to 
til. 

• In the month of Auguft fir John Leake commanded 
the van divifion of the combined fleet at the battle of 
Malaga; his fhip, the Prince George, being the fourth in 

* By which (re-dnioent oame it ii eeoerally knourn and (ii{ii» 
iullhed, 

• * - tl^ 
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the line. After aclofe aftfon of four hours he compelled 
monf. d'Imfreville, vice*admiral of the white and blue, to 
bear away. He was foon after followed by the reft of the 
white and blue, or van fquadron of the French^ On the 
return of thj fleet to Gibraltar after the engagement, fir 
John Leake was appointed, by fir George Rooke, to take 
the command of the fquadron left for the proteftion of 
that place. On this occafion he (hiftediiis flag from the 
Prince George to the Nottingham, a fourth rate, the 
former (hip being fern to England -to ^. repaired. 
Having, while he was refitting the fquadron at Liibon, 
received advice that Gibraltar was attacked by tha" 
French, he ufed the utmoft difpatch in getting ready for 
fea : and being joined by a reinforcement of Dutch mips, 
as well as by fome Englifli men of war, he failed on the 
25th of OSobcr upon that fervice. Having made his 
paflage in four days, he had the good fortune to furprife, 
in Gibraltar Bay, the enemy's light fquadron, their line 
of battle fhips having failed to the weftward fome days 
before; fo that the French only loft, on this occafion, two 
frigates of thirty-fix guns, one of fixteen, a fireihip, and 
fcveral fmaller veflTels, which run on fhore, and were burnt 
to prevent their falling into the hands of the Englifli. 

The garrifon being thus relieved, fir John continued toaf- 
ford it every countenance and alliftance in his power, till 
certain intelligence of the enemy's making every prepara- 
tion to attack him, with a force fo fupcrior that refiftance 
would be almoft fruitlefs, rendered it necefTary for him to 
quit the bay, in order to meet his reinforcements that 
were daily expefted from England and Lift)on. Owing 
to thofe impediments, and contrary accidents which all 
naval tranfaftibns are ever liable to, fir John did not meet 
the convoy of troops which were on their paifage from 
Liibon, guarded by four men of war. Thefe, on the 
other hand, were unlucky enough to fall in with the 
French fleet off Cape Spartel ; but Fortune, aided by good 
conduS, favouring them, they got fafe into Gibraltar with 
the lofs of one trarifport only. Sir John arrived'at Liibon 
in January following, and ufed the utmoft diligence in 
refitting. Having been reinforced, by fir Thomas Dilkes, 
with five men of war from England, he hoifted his flag, 

as 
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as vice-admiral of the white ♦, on board the Hamptoif 
Court of fcvcnty guns; and, on the 6th of March, failed 
with th? fleet, confining of thirty-five fail of the line, 
twenty-thia?e of which were Englifli, the reft Dutch and 
Portuguefe. On his entering Gibraltar Bay he found the 
French admiral, Ponti, endeavouring td efcape with hi3 
fquadron ; but giving chace to them the whole were taken 
or deftroyedt. In confequcnce of this viftory the ficgc 

was 

* Having reccivedi by (ir Tljomas Oilkcs* his commiflion as vice- 
admiral of tbe white, and commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean. 

t *' St. James's, April si, 1705. This day came in letters from 
fir John Leake, dated m the Bay of Gibraltar, the 31ft of March O.S. 
that give the following account : 

" On the 6th of that month he failed from Lilbon with the con- 
federate fquadron under his command. The 9th, at noon, he got in * 
light of Cape Spartel; hat not having day enough to reach Gibraltar, 
he lay by to prevent being difcovered from the Spaoifii (hore, to the 
tvd lie might furprifc the enemy in the Bay ^rly the next morning. 
The weather continued fair till after midnight ; then the wind ihifted' 
from the N.N.W. to the S.W. with much rain and thick weather, 
vhich hindered his making fail fo foon as be tntcnded. About half an 
hour pad hye in the morning the fquadron got within two miles of 
Cape Caberita, and difcovered only live fail making out of the Bay, 
at whom a gun was fired from Europa Point; whereupon, concluding 
that the g^rrifon was fafe, they gave chafe to thofe five iliips, which 
proved to be the Msignanimous, a French man of war of feventy-four 
guns ; the Vaifleau ofeighty-fix (this (hip is generally called the Fleur* 
de-lis) ; the Ardent of bxty-fixjthe Arrogant of lixty ^ and the Mar- 
quis of ijfty-iix. At firft they made for the Bar(>ary (horf ; but feeing 
our 6eet g&ined upon them they ftood for the Spanifh (hore. At nine 
o'clock (ir Thomas Dilkes, on board her m«je(^]^*s (hip the Revenge, 
t^ether with the Newcafile, Antelope, and a Dutch man of war, got 
within gpn''(hot pf the Arrogant^ and, after a very littlp reliftance, 
fi^efiruck, the NewcaOle's boat getting firft on board her. 3efore 
one o'clock the Ardept and the Marquis were taken by two Dutch 
nien of war; and the 'Magnanimous, with the VaifTeau, driven afhore ^ 
little to the weftward of Marbella; the former, which the baron De 
Ponti was on board of, run a(bore with fo much force, that all her 
mads came by the board as foon as (he (IruckupoD the ground, and 
only her buU, from the taffril to the mid(hips, remained above water, 
which the enemy fet fire to in the night, as they did to the Vaifleau the 
next morning. After this engagement was over, our fquadron got 
farther from the (hore, and on the I2th looked into Malaga road, 
>tiicre her majefly*s fhips, the Swallow and Leopard, dialed a French 
mrrchantman on (hore, of about three hundr^ tons, which the enemv 
b^rnt. Ihe wind continued wefterly for fOme days, with veiy baa 
weather, which drove our fquadron up as high as Rockeita, where ihey 

^cchore^ 
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was irnmediately raifed ; and the prince of Helle, as a 
vaark of the high fenfe he entertained of the fervice ren- 
dered him by the fleet under fir John's command, pre- 
fented him with a gold cup, which he had purpofeij 
procured. 

After having performed this eminent fervice fir John 
Leake returned to Lifbon, where he was joined, by fir 
Cloudefley Shovel, with the armament from England*, 
III the month of June. On the 22d of the fame month 
they failed for the Mediterranean to affift king Charles in 
the farther redudlion of Spain. The grand objeft of 
attack was Barcelona, which having furrendered, fir 
Cloudefley Shovel returned, with the main body of the 
fleet, to England, leaving fir J. Leake once more com- 
uiandcr-in-chief in the Mediterranean. After having en- 
. countered the greateft difficulties and hardfliips, from the 
accumulated misfortunes of ihort allowance, contrary 
winds, and ficknefs, he arrived from thence on the 1 6th of 
January at Lifbon. The ufual bufinefs of refitting being 
entered upon -vvith the utmoft difpatch, on the 25th of 
February he failed on an expedition againft the Spani/h 
flota at Cadiz ; but, owing to the unaccountable conduft 
of the Portugucfe, who had laid an embargo on all fliips, 
and which he was unwilling to break through, he did not 
pafs the bar till the 27th. On his arrival off Cadiz he 

anchored forty-eight hoars, ^nd then put to feai again, but could not 
get back to the bay of Gibraltar before the day on which thefe letters 
are dated. Her majefiy's (hips the Kent, Orford, and Eagle, had 
joined them two days before off Malaga- The Expedition and Par»- 
tticr h^d, on the 27th, chafed afliorc, near Cape dc Gatt, a French 
meichantraan of about two hundred and fifty tons, and thirty guns« 
bound to the Weft Indies, to which they (et fire. The AiJurance 
and Bedford had taken two fatte^is. Sir John Leake adds, that th« 
reft. of the enemy's Ihipi, which were at Gibraltar, had been driven 
from their anchors fome days before he arrived there; and, as is 
believed, were in the Malaga road when his fquadron engagad the other 
five ; but, upon hearing the report of the guns, had cue their cables 
and made the beft of their way to Toulon ; but of this, however, he 
had no certainty. He writes farther, that the enemy's forcus before 
Gibraltar had drawn olF fome of the cannon from their batteries, ani 
in all probabiltty were cither going to raife the iiege, or to turn it inte 
a blockade." 

♦ Sir John's old fhip,. the Prince George, was one of this fleet. 
He inmcdiatcl)^ rcturn(;4' ^o her as his flag fhip. 

" found 
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found the flota had, through the treachery 6( the Portti* 
mtkf been apprized of his intended viiit, and left thaf 
place the day before,' with^fo favourable a wind as rendered 
it impofllble for him to overtake them* On the 29th of 
March he arrived in Gibraltar Bay, where he received a 
letter from king Charles, informing him' of the extreme 
diftrefs he was reduced to, being clofely beficged in Bar- 
cdona, and preffihg him td come, with the utmoft expe- 
dition, to his relief. Contrary winds prevented fir John 
from entering on this fen^ice tiH the 13th of April, when, 
havmg been Joined by fir George Byng with a reinforce- 
ment from England, he failed, and arrived off Barcelona 
on the a6th# The French fquadron - under the count 
De Tholoufe, according to their wontfed good fortune, 
having been informed of fir John's approach the night 
before^ retired with the utmoft precipitation. Five days . 
afterwards the duke of Anjou* raifed thcfiege, abandoning 
to bis rival all his cannon, camp equipage, and military 
ftores. This aft, as well the mb(t glorious as the mofl 
IbrtMnate, being atchi^ved, fir Jbhn Jailed for Valencia, 
from whence he proceeded to Carthagena; which im- 
portant place he immediately reduced and took pofleffiort 
of. From thence he proceeded to Alicant, -ivhich wasi 
ftormcd by the boats of the fleet on the 28th of July ; but 
the caftle continued to hoW out till the 24th of Augufl:, 
After the reduftion of the caftle of Alicant, fir J, Leake 
failed for Yvica and Majorca; both iH^hich having fur* 
rendered to him, he prepared- to return to England a 
few days afterwards, and arrived in perfefl: fafety, after 
encountering a dreadful ftorm in the bay of Bifcay. It 
\s needlefs to fay, that after fo fuccefsful an expedition 
he wat received with acclamations by the populace, and 
with marks of the highefl favour by his fovereign. 
Prince George of Denmark, then lordladmiral, pre-. 
fentedhim, as a token of his efteem, with a very valuable 
diatnond ting and a gold^hilted fword. The queen gave 
him a more ftibftantial mark of her efteem, by ordering 
him a thoufand pounds. The following year fir John 
Leake commanded in the Channel. The French having 
no fleet at fea, but contenting themfelves with little defuj- 
tory eacfeditions againft our convoys, in which (notwith- 
ftanding fir John's, vigilance) they were too fucceftful } 
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I^ opportunity offered itfelf of performing any trwif- 
aftion worthy notice. • But, in the year after, hav- 
ing been appointed admiral of the white, and com- 
mander-in-chief of the fleet, he was again fent to thef 
Mediterranean ; and in his paflage to Barcelona, having 
fallen in with a fleet of viftuallers belonging to the 
cnemyj and taken feventy-five fail of them, he was en- 
abled, a fecond time, to refcue king Charles, and Barce-. 
Jona, from deftrudion ; and as he had in the former 
kiftance delivered them from tlie fwords of their anta- 
gonifts, fo ori the prefent occafion did he fave them from ' 
the no'lefs certain and horrid enemy, famine, brought ort' 
them in confequence of the duke of Anjou's fuccefs at 
Alman^a. • 

Barcelona being relieved, he failed for Italy, whence 
-he €orivoyed king* Charles's con fort to him, toge- 
ther witii a Very confiderable reinforcement of troops 
which accompanied her. Having landed his. important 
charge in fafety, his next enterprize was the redudion o^ 
the ifland of Sardinia, which was quickly follovired by an 
equal -fuccefs in an expedition to Minorca. Thefe fer* 
tices (which- were honoured at home with a medal ftrucfc 
purpofely on the bccafion) being performed, and the feafoA 
tar advanced, he prepared to return again to England, 
where he arrived the latter end of Oftober. During his 
abfcnce in the Mediterranean he had been appointed one 
of the council to prince George of Denmark, in his ca- 
pacity of lord high admiral : but he hardlv arrived tim'« 
enough to t^ke poffeffion of his oflSce, his highnefs dying 
on t)ie aSth of Oftober, in fix days after fir John's return 
to fortfinouth* In the enfuing campaign he was again* 
afipointed' Admiral of the fleet, by the earl of Pembroke, 
fuGCeflfor to prince George ; and, on the 24th of May foU 
fewingi v^as conftituted, by patent, rear-admiral of Greaf 
Britain^ This appointment, highly honourable in itfelf, 
WasfTendered Hill more fo by the very honourable manner 
i'^hiclUi was beftowed on the prefent occafion. Queen 
Anne had purpofely kept it vacant ever fince the death of 
fir Cloudefley Shovel ; an<i now conferred on fir J. Leake 
li^ithout the fmallefl inter pofition on the part of her mi-- 
niflers, or application from his friends. In bellowing, 
file ufe*, as'is reported by Campbell, the following higlf 
Cowplimept, ** ihat/ht tva^ put in mind of it by thf voic6 of 
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the people.*' He continued in his command in the 
ritifli feas, but without performing any exploit, worth 

commemorating;, for which the only excufe is, his having 
no opportunity 6f doing it. 

On the 8th of November the office of lord high admiral 
being put into commi (lion, fir J. Leake was included in itf 
and admiral Ay Imer was appointed admiral and commander* 
in-chief in his room. On lord Orford*s refignation h« 
became (regularly) firil commiffioner of the admiralty : this 
poft,howevtT, we are told, in his LJfe publiihed by S ephen 
Martin Leake, efq, ** He thought proper todediney wtfhing t9 
avoid the odium Jomettmes attached^ through iU-fuccefsf to the 
office y and contenting himfelf with performing the office of chair- 
wan as a mere private member only.'* Ih January he Was 
again appointed admiral and commander-in-chief of the 
ffeet ; but the French keeping in port, as they had been of 
late accuftomed, the only operation performed was, an 
tarmlds cruife. The enemy continuing to pcrfevere 
in the fame conduft during the remainder of the war, the 
fame compulfive inaflivity prevailed on the part of the 
Englifli. The preliminaries of peace being fettled in* 
July 1712, fir John was fent, with general Hill, to take 
polfeffion of Dunkirk according to the treaty. Having 
executed his part of the commiifion, fir John, at the end of 
the (ame month, flruck his flag and returned once more 
to a private (lation. He was again appointed admiral of 
the fleet the enfuing year, but there is no certain account 

. of his ever having even hoifted his flag. On the death of 
the queen, and the confequent accellion of George the 
Firft, fir John was not only difmifled from the admiralty 
board but deprived of all his other appointments. 

To crown at once the ill ufuage he met with from thofe 
perfons who, at that day, called themfelves friends to their 
country, this man, who had fpent the whole of his life 
honeflly and with unblemifhed reputation in its fervice,' 
who had procured it at leaft as folid, if not as brilliant, 
advantages as any cither of his cotemporaries or predecef- 
fors had done, was obliged to retire on a munificent pen- 
Con of 600 1. a year, a fum barely equivalent to his half 
pay; yet this he accepted without a murmur; without 
the fmallelt attempt, by painting the hardihips of his 
cafe, to render odious the government of that country to 

whidi 
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^^rhich he had ever proved himfelf a fteacTy friend, a 
zealous defender, aftd an able iiiinifter. Retiring to a 
eduntry villa, <ire^ed by himfelf, near Greenwich, he con- 
tinued ever afterwards to |ive a private life; and died on 
the 2ift of Auguft t^tOi \ti the fixty-fifth' year of his 
rfge. 

LEQGE, Thomas,— is fuppofed td have been tlie fori 
of John,- thlYd brother of William Lcgge, father of the 
firft lord Dartmoiith. Entering into the navy, he was 
made lieutenant of the Mary on the 2fc4th of May. 1688; 
in this (hip he did not long continue, being removed 
intD the Deptford on the ift of June following; and on 
the -^d of September into the Refolution. On the a6th- 
of Notember, in the fanle year, He was promoted, by his 
delation lord Dartmouth^ to be captain of the Dartmouth 
firefliip. After the revolution he rcturricd to his former 
ftation of lieutenant, having ferved in that capacity on 
board divers (hips ; and in particular, in the year 1693, aS' 
firft lieutenant of the Rupert of fixty-fix guns, at that time 
commanded by captain, afterwards admiral Beaumont. 

His advancettient in the navy bemg remarkabiy flow, 
we do not meet with him afting again as a commander till 
the year 1696, at which time he became captain of the 
Strombolo. From this veflTel he was^ very foon after- 
wards, removed ihto the Difcovery brigantine^ one of the 
light veflTels employed this year to cover the attack of the 
French fca-ports. W6 find nothing farther relative to 
him till after the acceffion of queen Anne, when he 
very confpicuoufly diftinguifhed himfelf under the 
command of rear-admiral DiHces^ at an attack made on^ 
fome French (hips laying in Cancallc Bay. His gallantry' 
on this occafion was rewarded by a gold medal (truck 
purpofely to perpetuate the event, and ftimulatc an emu- 
lation on future occafions of the bright example afforded 
in that we arc treating of. 

. Soon after this time, captain Leggc was appointed to 
command the Antelope of fifty guns, and fent to Gi- 
braltar under the command of fir George Rooke. He^ 
was prefent in this fliip at the well-known engagement 
with the Frqpch fleet off Malaga, but is not fiippofed to 
have borne any very aftivc part in it, from the circum- 
ftance of his having had none of his men either killed or 
- Vol. II. M l%ound«d. 
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wounded. Soon aft^r this trme a charge o»f mifco»duflf. 
was preferred againft him, but on what particularoccafion 
we have not been able to difcover. The fpecific accttla--. 
tion againft him was, brs having Htn guilty of a breach 
of orders. He was tried for this Qffbnce by k court-inar- 
tialyof whfch fir John Leake was prefident, held at tifbo». 
iiv the month of January 1704-5. The chafge made 
againft him being proved, to the (atkfaftion of the courts 
he was difmiiU'd both from the command of the Antelopo^ 
and from the fervke*' The time of his dcatii is not knowu 
to us. 

LEY, ThoMttS,— ^^^ the defcend^m of a> very noMt 
family which has, at different periods, flortriflied in fevertfl 
parts of England, and efpecially in the countie*of Devon 
and Chefbire, in the latter of which aiarty of its defcend- 
ants enjoy, even at the prefent day, very noble and. exteit- 
iive polfellions. From one of its liun^erotjs brartches was 
defcended James Ley, firft earl of Marlborough,, whofc 
gallantry we have already had occafioa to record, voU u 
p. 59. _ . - ' 

Mr* Ley was appotnted lieutenant of xht E)artmQmh 
oh the 1 6th of April 1678; of the Oraftgc Tree fotne- 
tiime early m 16&2; and, during the fatne ycjir,- of tb«- 
Mermard : fo this veffel he was twice afterwards, com^ 
mffloned as Ifeutenant, firft on* ihe iftof Jiiine 1684:; and>^ 
fecondly, on the ift of Aprif f68$. On the 24th of 
0(^ober 1688, he was promoted: to' be captainof tjiefatner 
ftip. After > the Tcvolution, hfs abilities and gallantry- 
being held in tlie higheft cftimation, procured him rh® 
.command, at different tinoes, offeveral capitaitOripsf* .In 
V690 he was captain of the Portland, one of the fleet' fent^ 
to the Mcdftcrranean under vice-xidmiral KiUegrew, who,* 
juft before \m return, .rfetach^fii captain . Ley, with th^ 
Portland, Greenwich^ and Falcon,, to Scandaroon^ as 
coavoy to a fleet of merchant-flups. In 1-693 ^^ ^**^ 
captain of the Albemarle of nmety gttns* As an offiepr, 
in whofe condudl and bravery the greatteft tnift;.cjWiW ba 
repofed-, he wa»ftatiancd in the liae as one of the feconds. 
to lord Berkeley when vice-admiral of the blue, and 
when that noble commander was,, in the rnpnth of July 
1693, promoted to be admiral of the blue, as fucceffor.to" 
fer John Aihhy-, lie was r^noKd ixxto th^sfiutieftotion i(^< 
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that divifion, at the cxprefs defire, as it is faid, of the 
admiral, who had conceived the higheft opinion of himi^ 
In 1696 he commanded the Dutchefs, a {hip of the fame 
rate as the Albemarle, and was Rationed by lir C. Shovel', 
who had hoifted his flag on board the Queen as admiral of 
the blue, to be one of his feconds during the naval opera- 
tions of the main fleet in that year. 1 be warlike effort* 
of each party, which had for fome time been remarkably 
languid, acquired, foon afterwards, a temporary ceflatiort 
from the peace of Ryfwic. 

When fir George Rooke was appointed admiral of the 
fleet deftined for the expedition againft Cadiz, he no^i* 
nated captain Ley to be his firft captain, a mofl honour- 
able fl:ation, and, during the time of aftual fervice, of 
equal rank with a rear-admiral, fo that we find him a 
conftant member of the feveral councils of war held during 
that period. He did not furvive the unfortunate failure 
of this enter-prife, dying at Cadiz on the 19th of Sep- 
tember, being. the very day fir G. Rooke put to fea from 
thence, finding the mod diftant hopes of fucccfs at an 

CIMJ. 

MILLISON, Gabriel, — was appointed third lieute- 
nant of the Royal Catherine yacht in the year 1^73. We 
hear nothing farther of him till the year of the revolution, 
when, we find him made firfl: lieutenant of the Rcfolu- 
tion. On the 14th of December in the fame year he was 
promoted, by lord Dartmouth, to thq command of the 
Katharine yacht. We do not believe he ever held any 
naval appointment after the acccffion of William tlie 
Third. 

MUNDEN, Sir John, — is very frequently miftaken, 
by hiftorians and others, for fir' Richard Munden, of 
-v^ whom we have already given fome account, vol. i. p. -24.3. 
He was, moft probably, of the fame family ; but, certainly, 
was no immediate relative. Sit John was appointed 
fecond lieutenant of the St. David on the 30th of Nov. 
1677 ; on the i6th of July 1681, he was made lieilenant 
of the Conftant Warwick ; on the 17th of June 1685, of 
the Mary Rofe ; and, on the 31ft of July 1686, of the 
Charles galley.' On the 23d of July 1688, he was pro- 
moted, by king James, to the command of the Half Moon 
<ire(bip ; and, by lord Dartmouth, on the 14th of De- 
cember, to that of the Edgar. Some perfcns have infi- 
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huated he was much negleSed by king William, in the 
early part of his reign, from a fufpicion of his being at- 
tached to the Roman Catholic perfuafton. The very 
reverfe we believe to havd been the faft^ We are much 
ftrengthened in this opinion by feveral circumftances^ 
and indeed his laft appointiTkent is alone fufficient to 
refute this vague charge^ All fuch officers as laboured 
imder the fmalleft fufpicion of attachment to the late 
king, or whofe principles, both political and religious, 
were not known to be ftridily congenial to the caufe and 
intereft of the prince of Orange, were ordeied to be dif- 
niifled from their commands, and their place« fupplied by 
fuch men as had been aAive in the caufe, or cGaild, at 
leaft, be depended upon for their cordial y and ftrenuous 
fupport. Neverthelefs, although this appointment fuffi- 
ciently proves the fallacy of the above fuggeftion, yet, for 
fome few years, captain Munden appears to have made 
his way in the fervice rather flowly. H^ did not long 
continue in the command of the Edgar ; and we have no 
information relative to him after this time till we find him, 
in 1693, commander of the St. Michael, a fecond rate; 
in which fhip he was ftationed, during the whole of the 
fummer, to lead the van of the commander-in-chief's 
Hivifion, a poft of high honour. 

During the remainder of - the war he appears? to have 
always held the command of fome capital Ihip attached to 
the main fleet*. In 1695 he was captain of the Lgndon, 
and in the following year of the VicSory, a firft rate^ one 
of the fecofids to lord Berkely, at that time commander- 
in-chief of the fleet. After the peace at Ryfwic he was 
appointed to the Winchefter, and fent as commodore of 
a fmall fquadron to the Streights, which had for its prin- 
cipal objed, a negociation for the redemption of all the 
Englifli captives that were in the dominions of the Em- 
peror of Morocco- This treaty was very happily, ancj 
completely efFe£led. He continued afterwards on this 



* In 1694 he failed for the Mediterranean under admiral Ruflel, 
and was fent home from ihence, towards the clofe of the year, with fome 
jof the Jargeft fhips. He is called at this time, by Campbell, J?r John 
Munden; but he did not receive the honour of knighthood till fomt 
years afterwards, as will be Teen anon. 

ftatloa 
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ftation lyi the latter end pf the year 1700, having arrived 
in the Downs, with l?is little fquadron^ on the ^d of No- 
vember. His diligence and attention, while enlployed iri 
this feryice, ftroncly recommended him to the favour and 
notice of king William j fo that, on the 14th of April 
1701 , he was proipoled to be rear-admiral pf the blue ; and, 
oh the the ^othof June following, to be rear-admiral of the 
white, andcommander of the fquadron appointed to convoy 
his majeftytp Holland. The king embarked on the follow- 
ing day, and immediately conferred the honour of knight- 
hood 6n the. rear-admiral, who went on boafd the Wil- 
liam and Mary yacht to receive him. This period ap- 
jpears the zenith of fir John's fortune. Soon aft^ r the ac- 
ceilion of queen Anne, he was appointed commander of a 
fquadron confifting of eight third rates, a fourth rate, and 
two frigates, fitted out lor the purpofib of intercepting a 
fquadron of French (hips of war, that were expeded to 
fail from the Groyne for the Spanifli Weft Indies, having 
on Ijoard the new viceroy of Mexico. THe former prooft 
he fiad given of courage, diligence, and aftivity, were the 
fo!e recommendations which procured him this appoint- 
ment, As the firft undertaking in the war, the eyes of 
the whole nation were turned on the expedition with more 
than ordinary ex pe Elation ; and the difappointment which 
attended it, fvvelled that cenfure which, even on ordinary 
occafionsjwould have purfiied the unfortunate commander, 
into a degree of popular fury pot to be allayed but by his 
abfolute ruin. ' * •' 

Sir John failed, on the I2th of May 1702, with fecret 
inftrudlions, which he was not to communicate to the 
feveral captains under him till he reached a certain lati- 
tude. ' On the 1 6th he arrived off the coaft of Gallicia, 
and difpatched the Salifbury and Dolphin a-head to pro- 
cure intelligence, a fervice which they were unable to 
eflffeft. A fecond attempt was more fortunate ; but the 
information prociircd in confequence of it, was fuch as, 
in the end, coinpietely frufli^ted all hopes of f^ccefs. Tl :c 
lubftahce of it was, 'that thirteen French ihips of war 
were daily expecSed at the Groyne from Rochclle. Sir 
John immediately made every difpofition prudence, and 
his beft flciil conid fuggeft, to enable him to intercept 
them. On the following day he got fight of the enemy 
clofe under fhore, between tbe • capes Prior and Qri 
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Uigal. The fquadron confined of fourteen fail ; but 
though fir John immediately chaced them, and was fup- 
Jjorted in his purfuit, with the, utmoll alacrity, by the 
commanders under him, the French, fupcrior both in 
numbers and force, declined a conteft, and were content 
to feek their fafety in flight, which their great fuperi- 
ority in failing enabled them to efFeft. 

There might be ijiuch misfortune in this ; but we can- 
not difcover the leaft criminality, nor does the latter part 
of his conduil appear, in any degree, to merit fo harfh 
and cruel an appellation. Immediately on the efcape of 
the enemy he called a council of war, to which he fairly 
fubmitted the intelligence he had received, and the con- 
fideration of what meafures he fliould hereafter purfue. 
The determination was unanimous; and, confidering the 
circumilances, appears to have been unavoidable, '^"here 
ivere, atthat time, in the harbour of ^the Groyne, feventeen 
of the enemy's (hips : thefe were flanked by numerous, and 
well conftriifted batteries, which defended the entrance of 
the harbour, of itfelf narrow and extremely dangerous. 
After maturely weighing thefe feveral ob(lucles,and impe- 
diments, it was decided the fquadrpn (hould immediately 
return into foundings for the protedibn of trade. Want 
of provifions compelled fir John to return into port on 
the 20th of June; having cifFdiled nothing, during his ab- 
fence, more than the capture of two merchant fhips, from 
Martinico, richly laden. Univerfcl clamour induced an 
immediate legal enquiry, and. t^iat enquiry produced an 
honourable acquittal, 

. The court-martial, convened fpr the p\irpofe of inves- 
tigating the conduft of this perfeciited and ui;fortunatf 
man, was held on board the Q^ieen, a fecond rat^, at 
Spithead, on the 13th of July, ^ir Cloydefley Shove^ 
♦was prefident : and while no innocent man, on one hand> 
^ould poflibly deiire a more upright, confcientious, and 
honourable judge, fo,. ^tt the.' other, no perfon, whofe 
conduft in the line of fervice would not bear the tnoH 
critical examination, could. hope the fmalleft relaxation 
from the cenfure or puniihinent his delinquency deferved, 
or flfitter himfelf that the Tmalleft puhdilio of mifcon- 
^uQ. would efcape his known difcernment and obfer- 
Viition. The inferior or .private members, who coinjiofed 
■ ' ■ •' ' - ^ ' ' x'"' the 
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;^ifl« court, were »U of them men of the fame bonoiHaWc 

and refpeftable charafter, yet was fwi John fairly acquitted 

/of the feveral cha;£:cs urged againft him on this occafion *. 

. _ .•_ The 

. f ^Wc (ixui rhc following licf^nce of hh conduS on this occaiion, 
■.written by Ur Joliii faimrelf, and infcrtcd by Boyer in the annals oJF 
.^uecn Anne. Wc hope y»c fball Hand excufcd for ioferting it here, 
^s many perfons may not have feen it, anj as it is a fgil, cir^umflantialy 
plain, and unadornc4 account of the tranfadion undier confidcrarion. 
'^ T'he 6(h of May I received my ordprs to fail; and I believe 1 
may, without vanity, fay, a greater diipatcb could not have been made, 
^o get die fhips ready to fail, tban w?s done by me. At the time 
when I received my orders, few of them to go wijth me, being more 
than half manned. I'fae 9th I failed from Spitbc^d and ^nchpred at 
St. Hellens, fome of the ihips not getting out. The xoth I failed 
from St, Hellens \viih eight third rates, one fpurth, one iifib, tu:o 
firefliips^ and a fmi^ck— keeping the defign I was going on from every 
body, being enjoined to fecrecy. The I2tb, being clear of the lan(/« 
I made a fignal ^r fpeakiiyg with all the captains ip the fquadron, aAd 
communicated to them my orders ; and confulted them about propter 
methods to put rey directions' in execution^ and it wa^, by all the 
captains, unauimoufly refolved, that to go into the Groyne with tKe 

Suadron was impra^tpable, we being all ftrangcrs to the gping in, qs 
foao the formidable A'rcngrh of the place ; it being foul gronr\d and 
a narrow entrance/ as appeals by the wpggoner; and that if the fquar 
dron cou^ get in, there was no appearance of getting out again, bc<* 

. caufe there is no going in and cpming out again but with different 
winds, fo that irriiead of doing fervice it might prove of great preju- 
dice, by the lofs /jf fo con6<ierable a fiju^ron of fiiips. However, * 
ihar the intended Icrvice might be mpft conveniently executed, if was 
thought bed (o lie with tife fquadron, fo as not to be difcovered, fif- 
teen Jcagiies north-weft from Cape Prior, the eafternmoft cape at the 
entrance of the Qrpync, and ♦fbnd a fril^aire into r)jc; f)iorc tagafn fti- 
tclligence ; and then, if it was fotind ilwt the French were got to the 
Groyne, to lie in the fair way of Cape Finiftcr to intercept them, but 
•if not coipe tq the Groyne ; ^hcn'to cruife in a Ration olf Cape Prior, 

J in order to intertcpr them as they pamc from France for the Groyne,, 
and if we gained intelligence that the (hips of I^rance, with the foldier^ 

. of Spain, were iailed for tlie Weft Indies, ihen to proceed into the 
(pundings, to f$:cure ouftraide according fo my orderst. 

** This refult was iign'cd by all tlie captains of th^ fqqadrpn the day 
above-metitioned. • ■ 

•* ^rom fhe 12th to the 45th was fpcnt in making the beft of our 

• way to tbe jam}; ^jnd on the 15th, jn the evening, wc made the land; 
and imnniediately I gave orders ro the Dolphin, and Sj»lifbury, to look 
[nto th« Groyne, and.ufe their tittnoft endeavour to gain intelligence : 
pnd the ^uadron was to lie undifcovercd, in the'ftation agreed on by 
fhe council of war on the i6ih, till the fhips I fcni for intelligence 
fcturned to me sg^iOi 
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The tcTJdr of them was, firft, that when the enemy was 
expedltd he ftood top far from the land, and by that means 

afforded 

' ■ ■ ■' ' '•• < T ' ' ■ . ■ 

** The 17th I called for aU the captains to cnguire if they had any 

one aboard that knew the land. Captain Fairfax lent for a man, who 

aflultd me the land feen was cane prtegall : th^n I made the beft pf 

. xny way (6 fhe rendezvous, 10 find out the ihips I had foot to the ifaore 

. to gain intelligence. , 

'* The ]8^h I fpent in the rendezvous, but could not find the t\^o 
frigates, which put me an fear that the djcfign was difcovered and the 
frigates tajken. 

** Qn khe 19th I called all the cap^ins fo me, and made flri£l 
inquiry if they had any body on board' ihat knew the Groyne. Lica- 
tenant John Babb of the Ipfwich, and Gilbert Dobfon from the Kc- 
iloracion, were all that could Ipc found in the fquadron. Lieutenant 
John Babb faidhc refidicd there dight months, had feen and obfervcd 
the place and forts thereabouts, and gave the following account : 

'^ That the going into the harbour of the proyne is yery narrow, 
with foul grouad on both fides; that there is a very (Irong caftle 9t 
rhe entrance on the harbour (ide, wiih near ope hundred guns upon a 
roc|( and platforms between Hercules's pillars and that calUe ; that on 
the jar-board fide there is a mud fort, whereon arc about twenty guns: 
and ajfo within the hay, on the fame fide, ihere is a platform adjoin- 
ing rothc church, that commands in the harbour. At the eailem-' 
xnpd part of the town there is a firpne citadel t|iat commands every 
single of the haibpur : that the win^ with which you go into the har- 
hour is very far different from the wiiid that bringsyou out, infoipuch 
that the packet-boats have often been obliged to warp out* ' 

f* Gilbert Dobfon having been pilot with Bifcaycr^a j^hd Portugucfe 
three or four years the laft war, Vas well acquainted with the harbour 
her^^ahouts, about a year fince, and ^aid t4ie ^oing into the harbour of 
fht Grpyne is narrow, being about thrpe cables length over, ^nd foul 
^^pund on both fides; ;md that in the' <A}und without, it is alfo fou| 
ground and dangerous to anchor there; ii being alfo deep wal^K That 
on the par-board fide going into 9he harbour there is a Hrong caflle, 
upon a fock; and that on the lar-bo*rd fide thcfc is a 'ftrong battery, 
7hat there u^ a citadel commanding the harbour, befidesgunsrmountet^ 
On the town walls; that when he was there,' a French governor, offi- 
cers and fplcjers, were in the place, and poITeGcd 6f the fortification; 
that they were then at woik to add to, and augment the ^rcngth 
pf the place, by mounting more gUns. Thit the wind that tarric^ 
jfbips into the harbour will not permit them to come but again, ' * 

^* Thcfe pcrfons accounts being <nature!y dclibc*rated upon, it wa4 
unanimoully agreed, by all the captains prefcnt, that to go into the 
harbour to attack tjie enemy there, was to run the fquadron into fuch 
tvil ciicumftanccsas tooccafion the utter loft. thereof, wiihdutihc Ifcarf 
profpedl of doing'any fervict to the nation, or any way injming'tbe 
tneniy. That the Dolphin and Saliibury hairing been tent the ij^th, 
at niglit; to look iptu'thc Groyne, for intelligcilce ; ap4 I lying with 

•■*•"■■••. th^ 
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afforded his ^ntagonids an opportunity of efcaping into 
the Groyne : fecondly, that after fuch efcape was eSefted 

he 



the fquaiJron from that tioie to thU day in t|ie reodelvous diligently 
looking out for them ; and they not appearing d\l (his wbile^ it W4S 
therefore thought advifeable to fail with the fquadron to the rendcz- 
jvous of cjpe Fiuifier, in hopes there to find thpm, anc} g<;t what intei* 
iigence we could from them, or by f<)me pther meab« to gain infor- 
mation. 

<' This refuU was alfo attefled, zf this oth^r, by all the captains. 

*' From the i9tb to the S2d the time was fpent in getting to, an<| 
lying in the rendezvous, in hopes to Bnd the two frigates: and early 
in the morning we had fight of a fail in th^ ^eft, which proved an 
En^lifhman. Soon after, we had fight of tWQ fail ^nore in the i^a^, 
'which proved our two frigates fent on the i^tb tp gain intelligence, 
at which I was not a little fatisfied : bjiit when I fpokc with them they 
had not got any advice of the enemy, which was fpn^e mortification 
to me. The sgd I fpent in malting the bed of my way for the Groyne 
again. The 2^ib was fpent in doing thp fame. The a^th we f haced 
ten old coa^rs, but coold not catch any for intelligence. |n this 
evening I gave orders to the Dolphin^ the Salijbury, and (he fmack* 
to look into the Groyne again, and to ufe their utmoil endeavours ttt 
intercept fomething whereby we might get information. Thp sGtb, 
captain Soanes, in the Dolphin, fent the Imack to me, with the mafier, 
and a young man aboi^t twenty years old, which they took in a fmali 
barque that came from Rochelie. I could not learn any thing froni 
the maftcr, but that there were men of war fitted, and fitting out, bi^c 
whither they were bopnd he could not, or would npt tell me; but the 
young man declared freely, as follow^th, — ** That it was a weekfince 
they came from Rochelie; and that there were then, near that place, 
twelve fail of French men of war, commanded by moofieur Du CafTe, 
ready xo put to fpa with the firft fair wine); and that the Falcon, for- 
merly an Englilb man of war, was already failed for the Groyne; and 
$hat therr were^ve fail more at Rocbford, all three decked fliips. He 
further faid, that the (hips from Rochelie w.^re bound for the Groyne 
%o take in, foldiers, and carry them to Nei^ Spain^?? 

'* So foon as I had gained this intelligence 1 made the beft of my 
way with the fquadron, by making all the fail I could to get the wind* 
^ard of the Groyne, and lie between cape Prior and cape OrtegalJ, 
that being thought the beft place to intercept theeneniy (as the wind 
|/as) that were bound for the Groyne. 

** The 97th, in the inorning, the fcouts brought to me a Spani(h 
boat, in which .was a prieft or friar, and feveral women. 1 examined 
the prieft and boatman, and both of them told me that there were three 
French men of war at the Groyne ; and that the duka of Albuquerke 
y as there with two thoufand foldiers; and tliat they daily expelled 
twelve fail iijore of French, men of war, which were to carry the duke 
and thpfe fprcc^ to Naw Spain. . 

•? ][ wai 
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lie did not endeavour to force his Tv'ay into that harb'oitr 
and dedroy them there x j^irdly, that he called off thp 

Salifbur)'| 

** I was gUd to meet vuii the confirmation of what I hear^ the 
Any before, arx) made aH thft )}afle in my poy^er to get to ^fac place be- 
fore-mentioned to intcrcept'tbem, and prevent their getting into the 
pro)rne ; and ordered the two frigates to k>ok wcli out to ^vindward of 
the Iquadron, earncftly paying, and in the evening we were clofe iq 
with the fhore to the ca^ward of Cape Prior, npr being above two 
leagues off it, which was as near as 1 dar^d to come with the fquadron. 
Than we tacked and fiood off, taking in our tc^ails that we might 
not be far from the (hore in the mofping: ail we w^t off was not 
above ten miles. At three in the morning ^^e tacked and ftbod in 
again wi|h ail the fail we cootd make. The weather remained hazy 
ilill about eight ofclock (the «8th <lay) then i^ cleared up. and we liad 
frght of fevcral fail to the S. S. £. of us» clolie in with the land, i 
immediately gave f^em cha.cc (and raado. them in all fourteen fail) 
and, notwithlianding ail my care and induftrT« they out-failed u«. 

•jnuch^ got into the Groyne, to my great grief and trouble for not 
haikring better fuccefs, though 1 am fatisfied if) my confcience, a^ vft 
all the captains of the fquadron, that no body could have a£ied with 

^ore prudent care than I did* 

•« Give me leaare to obferve to you, that my inftruftions gave me 
liberty to lie off Cape Finifier, in cafe the fhip^ expe£)cd at ttie 
Groyne were not arrived there, and there to cruize in expcfiation of 
them, or any Other place where I thought convenient.. It appears verj,-: 
«)ain, by my intelligence, ih%t the (hips were not arrived at ihe Groynt 
when I came on the coaft : and I might have gone off Cape FiniUer^ 
•where! had a very fair prutpe6l of gaining great advantage both to my« 
lelf and alfo fo thofc that were with me; but believing, in my conf 
fcience, that cruizing there woujd be onfy to ferye ouifeiye&, and ooi 
)ier majefiy and our country, I declined all manner of thoughts of 
getting ricnes, and' proceeded with tlie fquadron to 4he moft probably 
place to intercept the enemy ; by which! hope it doth plainly appear 
that my defign was heartily to do the lame, for had 1 entertained any 
other thought than that of intercepting and ftghting the enemy (as { 
wj^s falfly /candaiized for) it is natural enough for any body to believe 
that I could have gone tp the other place, which I roi^ht have dpne»« 
and complied with my oraevs, not hi|ve feen the enemy, made my forn 

' f^ne, and, it ntay be, have been commended for my proceedings. 

<' It is not a hard matter to perfqade you, that if t had not done 
inyduty, the captains, that have not got one groat in the cruife, wbul^ 
Kave been as ready as -any body to have, accufed me, it being iti my 
poMxr CO cruife whefethey might have got money; but, inHcad of 
^ein^ accufed by afiy man of fenfe^ all the report, which was fo in- 

• duftrioufly fpread^ bftVy came from an ignorant mafter of a fmaek, 
%ho muft be allowed, by the mob, to be a better judge '^an t;nyfolf 
and all the captains of the fquadron, » ' 
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Salifbury, by fignal, when engaged with a French fhip of 
feventy guns : and, fourthly, that he had liberated feveral 
men qnd women^ taken pi a Spanijh vejffel^ i^'hich might have 
^een ^xchangedj^r fuch Englijh as were then prifoners at th^. 
Groj^ne. On theie heavy charges it was briefly Redded 
that his difpofition made for intercepting the enemy, as 
well as the feveral meafures taken by him for that purpofcj, 
f were proper, prudent, and irrcprehenfibie ; that the 

attack of the Groyne, and the fliips Iheltering there, was 
neither prudent nor praftfcable ; that the calling qfF the; 
Salifbury wa^ conformable to his inftriiftions ; and that 
the releafe oi his pri/oners^ which were women, and per-, 
fons in no degree to be cpnfidered in an ho/iiU light, wa^ 
conformable to the regulations eftabliflied, even in war, 
between ajl fuch nations as were deemed civilifed** 
National ji^onour, however, as it was called^ demanded 4 
facrifice^ and fir John, who ha^ been fairly and honour- 
ably acquitted by the martial jury of his cquntrymen, was 
afterwards rendered amenable to a civil extfa-judicial 
authority, which affumed to itftlf the right of palTirig on it, 
iinqualihed and irrevocable condemnation. 

The notification of his difmiflion was giyen in the Ga- 
zette, No. 3835, and in the following violent terms. 
**; The que^n having required the proceedings upon the 

** It is an c^fy matter for any ftari4er?-by to fay, afier a i<tCign ha^ 
inifpfried, that, if yon had been on this place, infiead of that, you 
^4 inJ^^Ilihl^ fucceedcd. And the: fame thing might hare been faid' 
of me, that if I had not lain lurking under the (hore we mu(l have 
JFalien in wi^h them ; by which it appears that after« thoughts are always . 
kcft. ' , 

** But if it be conlidered that the fea is a wide place, and that we 
4Jid not mi fs the enemy above -an hour an4 half *^ time, 1 hope n\y 
enemies will be perf^iacled to haye another opinion of me. 

" AH fcopcs being over of intercepting the enemy, they being got 
into fo (Irong a harbour, and fo difficult a road by it, that we could not 
get at them; and flaying on that coail waiting for their coming out 
again, would be to no purpofe i it was the general opinion of all the 
captains, that we (houfd fail' to cruife in ^he foundings, according to 
order, tofecure the trade of her majel^y'^ fubje£ls, and that of l^r 
allies. V Signed, 

- Ang. 9th) 1702. « " John Mukden." 

♦ Sir John, in confeque.nce of his acquittal, rC'hoift^d his fljg dtx 
koard tlic' Vi^ory oa the £ift of Juljr. 

■■'''■ trial 
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f rial of fir John Mundcn, rear-admiral of the red ((luaf 
(dron, to be laid before, her ; and having confidercd all the 
pircumftances relating to the expedition againft Corupna^ 
her majeftv finding that fir John Munden has not done his 
duty, purUiaqt to hjs inftf uftions, does not think fit to 
continue him jn her feryice, and has therefore declared 
her plcafurp, that liis royal highnefs the lord high admiral 
frouid immediately difcharge him from his port and com-r 
inand in the royal navy, and his royal highnefs has given 
|he neceflary orders for it*." Hov^ great mud have been 
the fpirit of prejudice which could induce fo juft a prin- 
cefs to exer^ her prerogative, in oppofition, as it may be 
called^ to the legal decifion of her fubjefts. Sir John 
appears tp have lived ever afterwafds in retijrement|' and 
19 haye died on the 13th of March 1718.' , 

MYNGS, Chriftopher, — is fuppofed to have be^n th< 
fon of the very brave and well known admiral fir Chrift. 
Myngs> who fell in the firft Dutch war. He was ap-j 
pomted lieutenant of the Pearl in t^ie year 16&4; of the 
Oxford on the loth pf May 1687 ; on the 24th of May 
1688, of the Mary ; and, on tne lift of June, of xht 
Peptford* On the 8th of September he was promoted 
to the command of the Sophia firefhip, and continued to 
be progreffively appointed to different Ihips after the 

• In the Annals of queen Anne we find the following mean atrcipf^ 
tojuftify the treatment of this unfortunate man : the world will decide 
on i\it propriety of fuch a fhallow defence, of what, this political ad- 
vocate IS compelled to confefs, an aft of injuftice induced by neceffity, 

** On the 25tb, fir J6hn Munden, who had been fent out with a 
fquadron o^ men of war to intcrcejit a French fquadron, commanded 
fcy moQ4^> D" Caffe, returned tp St. Helens without having been abfe 
cither to binder the French from getting into the Groyne, or to fight 
them there. The queen bore this difappointment fo impatiently, thart 
acommiCTion was afterwards fent down to inquire into fir J. MundenU 
conduft; and though he was acquitted by a court-martial, yet her 
wajcfly being informed that it was reported he had been favoured by 
Wis captains, (be thought fit to lay him afide, wherein Ihe was applauded 
hy every body. For though fir John had behaved himfclf %Morthilyj 
on all other occafions, and even aftcd to the beft of his 'knowledge iti 
iihis, yet the Uajl appearance ofmfconduB defcrves cert fare m the be- 
ginning of a new reign; for a vigorous inflifting of punifhments con- 
tributes DO lefs to. the ef)a4)Ii{hment of a throne,, than an equal and 
tencxous difpcnfauon gf rewards." 
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tevolution. In 1693 he commanded the Woolwich of 
fortv-fix gtms, one of the fhips put under the orders of 
fir George Rooke, to convoy the outward-bound Smyrna 
fleet. 

The countenance faid to have been (hewn to fir C. 
Shovel, by fir C.Mvngs, was amply repaid by the for-= 
m*fer adrhiral to thq (on of his patron ; and, in juftice to 
his merits we mu(l own, very defervedly fp. Among thd 
papers of fir Cloudefley is the cojpy of a letter written by 
him to the commiffioners of the admiralty, recommending 
captain Myngs to their notice^ *' as a very worthy dejerving 
gentleman.'' He gives, at thfe fame time, his opinion^ 
that captain Myngs (hould accept the Woolwich, which 
the commiffioners wanted to r^-appoint him to ; and 
prefles them very earneftly to promote him afterwards t(> 
a (hip of an higher rate. This letter is dated the 13th ot 
Oftober 1695. The recommendation appears to hav« 
\ been completely fuccefsful, as we find captain Myngs, in 

j*. the following year, commanding the St. Michael, a feGor\i 

t rate, and ftationed -in the line as one of the leconds to hi« 

I patron, fir Cloudefley. We fiild them, almofl: ever after- 

} wards, companions in the face of danger. At the battle 

• off Malaga, captain Myngs commanded the Namur of 

I ninety-fix gims, as one of admiral Shovel's feconds. He 

behaved vyith the greateft gallantry, and received a feverc 
i wound, from which, however, ' he happily recovered, 

f Soon after the unfortunate death of his friend, fir Clou- 

!defley, he retired from the line of aitive fervice ; and, on 
the 23d of January 1707-8, was appointed fuperin- 
tendant at Portfmouth, with a falary of 500I. a year* 
This office has been fince fupprefied. It differed nothing 
from that of a port admiral, or naval officer commanding 
the (hips afloat, except that the perfon who executed it 
lived totally on (hore, as the refident commiffioner of the 
navy ftill does, and did not hoift, on board any of the (hips> 
any flag or diftinguifhing pendant, as a badge of His com- 
mand. Captain Myngs held this office till the year 1714, 
when he retiVed altogether from public life with a penfibn 
of 250 1. a year. He died on the 23d of 0>3!ober 1725. 

POTTER, Abraham, — was appointed lieutenant of 
the Dreadnought on the 26th of January 1677-8. After 
this time he received no other commiffion till the 3d of 

September 
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September 1688, when he Was made lieutenant of the 
Charles firefhip. On the ^ih of the fame month he wa* 
promoted to be captain of the fame vefTel. On the 5ih 
of April 1690, he quitted all naval command, and was 
appointed mafter-attendant at Sheernefs. In this ftation 
he died on the 6th of January 1694.5. 

POULSON,or POULTON> Edward,— was appointed 
commander tof the Speedwell firelhip on the 5th, or, ac- 
cording to other accounts, on the 7tn of September 1688. 
In the latter end ofxht year 1693, he was made captain 
of the St. Alban's Prize. In the following fummer he 
Was fent to Virginia ; on which flation he was ordered ta 
continue as a proleSion to the coaft from the infults of 
the fmall French privateers. He died, while employe!^ 
on this fervice, on the 22d of December I695, at BoUon 
In New England. 

ROBINSON, Thomas, — was made commander of the 
Speedwell fireftiip on the 8th December 1688 ; oft the 
15th of February 1690-1, he was promoted to be captain 
of the Guardland, a fhip he continued to command a 
confiderable time, and which ^pearktohave been -em- 
ployed, principally) as a cruifer'in the Northern ot Ger- 
man Ocean. He met with confiderable ' fuccefs while 
employed in this fervice, having captured feveral valuable 
and conftequential priecs ; in particular a large privateer, 
pierced for twenty-four guns, called the Fripon. . In the 
month of June 1693, ftill continuingin the' Guardland; 
he was ordered to take the Pearl under his command, and 
convoy the outward-bound Hamburgh fleet; a duty he 
performed with the greateft care, attention, and fuccefs ; 
and which) moft probably, caufed him to be afterwards 
employed fo frequently, as he was, in the fame line of 
fetvice. Early in the year 1695 he was promoted to the 
AJfiftance of forty-eight guns*; and, in the month of 

May 

* His diligence wc find rewarded with the following fuccefs, 

*' Wbilehall, May 8, 169J. An apcount has been received froiri 
captain Thomas Robinfon, commander of his majefly's {hip ' the 
iVQidance, that he arrived on the 28th paft, tn the river Elbe, wifi 
all the Oiips under bis convoy ; and that, about four or fiVe leagues olf 
of Heylizeland, he fell in wuh. and took three {}iips> and the Stv Paul 
firc(hi|) another, which they carried in with them, all four of tbeim 
Uden with wine, brandy, andT other merchandize.** 

Exiraa 
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May 1696, diftinguiflied bimfelf in a moft remaskable 
in^ner in the defence of an Hamburgh fleet*, at thai 
time under his prote(5lion. 

In the montn of November following he had the good 
fortuhe to capture a very valuable prize while he was on 
his paflage to Hamburgh with a convoy. He returned 
frcHn thence towards the end of the fame months having 
conduced his charge with his ufual cafe, and having ex-* 
perienccd alfo his wonted fuccefs. From the time of his 
quitting ihe command of the Afliftance, which he did in 
the yeaf 1697, in confequence of the.cefTation 6f hofti^ 
lities, we heat nothing of him till the year 1702, when 
he was made captain of the Dorfetlhire of eighty gims* 
In this command he didd, on the ad of January following- 

SAUNDERSON, fir Williae^, — is fuppofed to have 
been the grandfonof fir William Saunderfon, knight, one 
of the gentlemen of the privy chamber to king Charie;^ 
(he Second, who died in the year 1676, in fhe 90th yeaf 
of his age* The family of Saunderfon is of very confi- 

Extraft of a letter from Ncwcafflle, Nov. 1, 1695. 
" CapUin Robinfori of the Afliftance brought into Sunderland, o^ 
Jlfonday lail, a fmall French privateer belonging to Dunkirk.** 

£xtra£l of a letter from Yarmqulb^ Nov. 20, 1695. 
*• Ycfterday came into thi^ road the AfTiQance, eommandcd by 
<apt. Robinfon, having retaken two fmall- veflTcIs, and grvcn chace, for 
fevcral hours, to the privateer which had taken them, but night com^ 
ing on flic cfcapcd/* 

* Extrafl of a letter, dated Harwich, May the fi7ih, i6c,&. 
** Captain Robinfon^ in his Majefty's flitp the Afliftance, of fortV"' 
fright guns, being boiHid, with O^uerahtocrchant-fhips, to Hamburgj), 
they were, the 25th inftant, abour r^^eQ io the moraing, attacked hf 
eight Ff^ncli privateers, four of whichr carried from thirty to twenty 
gun&, the reA from frxteen to tcnj biit captain Robinfon* defended 
them fo well, that about nine the French bore away, the bjggeft of 
fhem being difablcd in htl main-top^maft and yards :^boiif four in th^ 
afternoon, having repaired their damage, they came up again with our 
&iip% and attacked them a fecood (imej but finding tjoey could do no 
good on it they bore away after a fleet of colliers rhat was near the 
fiiore ; captain Rebinfon folloNved them as far as he could with fe- 
curity to his own fleet) and letting fly his top gallant iheets, conti- 
nued firing his chace guns to give t-he colliers notice they were enemies; 
whereupon the French, feeing tfaemfelves difappoinfed, tacked and 
fkoodok taft^a; and eaptairr Rvl>iofop came to an anchor, with all 
<bc ihipji uiider hii. convoy, in the rolling ground QC3f this place^*' 

dei;able 
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derable note and antiquity ; its original furname wa$ 
Bedick, fo denominated from a lordlhip in the parifli of 
Wafhington, and county palatine of Durham. The firff 
tv'ho affumed the name of Saunderfon, that is, Filius 
AleXandri, wis Jacob de Bedick, who liVed in the reign of 
king Edward the Third. From this ftock have b^en de- 
fcendcd many learned and eminent men, m particular that 
pious and leartied prelate Robert Saunderfon, confecrated 
bilhop of Lincoln in the ye^r of the reftoration. The 
great-grandfather of fir William Saunderfon was Nicho- 
las, who was firft knighted, afterwards created a baronet^ 
and in a little time advanced to a peerage, both in Eng- 
land and Ireland, by king James the Firft. 

Sir William Saunderfon was appointed captaih of the 
Ifabella yacht on the 26th of November 1608. He re- 
mained in the fervice after the revolution, and commandeci 
the Henrietta yacht; in which veflel he was put under the 
orders of captain, afterwards fir George Rooke, who was 
fent to the relief of Londonderry. He contiiiued tc^ 
command the fame veflel a confidcrable time, as we find 
him captain of her in the year 1693. He is faid never to 
have ranked as a poft captain after the revolution. His 
firft commiflion, however, entitles him to a place here, 
although we have not been able to learn any farther par- 
ticulars relative to him, or even to difcover the time ol his 
death. 

SMITH, Thomas, — is another of thofe very few cfia-^ 
raders vyhofe qhoice of a naval life is, for the honour of tfie 
iervjce, to be much regretted. He was appointed fecond 
lieutenant of the Swiftfure on the .5th of April 1678 ; oi^. 
the 1 8th of April 1682, he was made lieuteraint of the 
Falcon ; and was re-appointedj to the fame ftation on board 
that (hip fome time in the year 1687. On the nth of 
July 1688, ho. was promoted to the command of the fame 
veflel by king James the Second, who removed him, on 
the 8th of Novem.ber followi»g, into the 'tyger Prize, a 
Ihip of fuperior force. 

. In confequence of his known attachment ' to king 
"Jatwes^ he was difmifled frorp this command on tfie 17th 
of March 1688. We fhould think ourfelves happy 
tvould Hiftotical trtith permit us to clofe our account, 
here. -We have hitherto only feenthis gentfetha ft. under 
in infatuated influeijce which has excited our Gompaflipn,r 

but 
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out we muft now prepare to heboid him as an objeft of 
our contempt and deteftation. After he had., in the man- 
ner juft relatfed, been compelled to quit the fervice of 
his native country, he (hamefully entered, into that of 
France^ and had the command of the Nightingale, a fhip 
of twenty gun^ formerly taken from the Englifh, beftowed 
Upon him. In this fhip he was taken, during the year 
.1707, by cajptain Haddock, in tbe Ludlow Caftle*, and 
is faid to have afterwards fufFered the puniflinient juftly. 
due to his demerits. A note relative to him, in a lift of 
tbe navy, C^s he was hanged for an attempt to burn 
Harwich. This certainly is a miftake ; his offence, and . 
untimely end confcquent to itj being what has been 
«bc)ve-ftated; 

SWAYNE, Thomas^ — is known only as having been 
appointed lieutenant of the Antelope in the year 1672^ 
iand commander of the Kingsfiflier on the 10th of Oc- 
tober 1688. 

ITOLLMACH, or t ALMASH, Wiliiam,— was ap^ 
jpointed lieutenant of the Woolwich on the 5th of Odo- 
oer 1688 ; and, on the 15th ojf December following, was 
',y • - ; ■ rr .i ,\\ ;.. , ^.i ■-. ' ■ ■' - ■■ '■ ;■■. ^••,„ i . 

• *• On the 30th of December, captain Haddock, comniander of 
titr niajefty's (hib the Ludlow Caftle, got fight off the long fand of 
two frigate- likeihips, which proved to be the Nightingale and Squir- 
rel, formerlyhei-mdjefly^sniips^but then fitted out from Dunkirk as prt- 
Vateers, and had each of them as many men 3s the Ludlow CaUIe. 
They both lay by till be came within gun (hot of them, but then made 
fail trotii htm before the wind* At eleven at night he came up witU 
the Nightingale and took her; and as fodn as the captairl of the Squir- 
M perceived it he filtered off. The captain of the Nightingale wai 
hne Thomas Smith, whb had formerly commanded a floop in her 
inajefty's fervice, and was broke at a court mariial for irregular prdC' 
tices,** Boyer's Ann. of Q, Anne. — Ih the latter part of his informa- 
tion Mr. Boyer is certainly mifiaken, notwithftanding hs has literally 
Jjurfued the words of the Gazette, No. 4358. 

Campbell adds to this account, — " Captain Haddock carried liil 
t)nze into Hull, from Whence he thought fit to fend up capt. Smithy 
and all the EngliOi who were oh board the Nightingale, who were 
iftanSediately cbminitted tlofe prifoners for high treafpn, and a profe- 
/tiiiioD, by the attornev-general, dire^tfed againft them.** Ke iKb addi 
the following very juu remark, — " The making examples of thefc fort 
of men is a thing of abfblute neteffity, in time of war; and I \crf 
ihuch doubt, whether it is not a falfe kind of pity ever to let thenl 
efcape.** » 

Vol* IL N pr6^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



194 LIVES AND CHARACTERS 6f 

promoted, by the lord Dartmouth, to be capfaiti of the 
Lark. Soon after the revolution he wa^ promoted to the 
Jeriiy and fent to the Weft Indies, where he died bn the 
a5th of May 1691. 

TORRINGTON, George Byng, Lord Vlfconnt— 
TTas the eldeft fon of John Byng, efq; of Wrdtham, in' 
the county of Kent. His family was of fome antiqtiity 
in that place< being fettled, and having lived there in qiuch 
refpeS in the reign of Henry the Seventh. Two of his 
anceftors were reprefentatives in parliament *, for differ- 
ent places, during the reign of queen Elizabeth, and part 
of that of her fucceffor James the Firft. 

Having conceived a tery early attachment to the tiaval 
fcrvice, he procured, in the year 1678, through the intc-' 
reft and recommendation of James, duke of York, the 
king's lettert, with which he went to fea as a volunteer, 
being then fifteen years old. In 1681 he quitted the fea- 
fervice for a fhort time; and ^the inftance of general; 
Kirk, at that time governor of Tangier, ferved as a cadet 



' Rob. Byng, of Wrothaih, the di reft Jnccflor of the lord viTc.Tor- 




ouDty i 

France*, daughter and beirefa of Richard Hill, efq; by whom he had 
iffue three Tons, 'George, johri, and Francis, the two latter of w'bon 
died without ifTue. The faid Robert dying the 2d of Septenr^ber. 
1^95, left Georjge before-tncntioned| his fon and heii;, then thirty nin« 
years olli. This George was cbofen member of parliament for Ro- 
chefler, in the county of Kent, a7th of Eiizabeih, and for the port of 
Dover in the ift of James the Firft. Be married Jane, daughter of 
William Crottier, of Tunflall in Kent, cfq^ and by her had ifluc three 
fons ihd four daughters.. I^fngin 1616, was fucceeded by George 
bis eldeft fon and heir, borp at Wrotham ^^A* He married^ in 
1617, Qatherinc, daughter of John Hcwct, x)t Hcadlcy-hall, in the 
ccHinty of York, efq. John fiyng, his Ton and heir, conveyina aw'ay 
the efiate of Wrotbam, was the lad of this family which was Tettl^d 
tHere. He married Philadelphia,, daughter pf — -— Johnfon, of 
Loans, in the county of Surry ; and by her had feveral children, of 
Which the eldeft was George Byng, the firft lord vifcount TornQgtbi>9 
born at jWrotham on the 27th of January 1673." 

Collins** Peerage, Vol. VI. 
+ A mode of entering into the fervJc^, though latterly difu^edt 
then entitling tbp prrfon, who pofife(r(;d it, to a r^ok eiiual to tbsn of 
the midfliipmen of the prefent day . This claGi of young officers wee* 
originally called the king's leltcr-boys. 

in 
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HI th^ gremdiers bclongiag to that garnfon. On a va- 
cancy, which happened Toon afterwards, he was appointed 
ky fbt general, his new patron,- to be an enfign ift his 
own company; from which ftation he was foon after- 
wards promoted to ^at of a lieutenant. In the year 
1683-4, it was refolved todemolifli and evacuate Tangier, 
as we have alreaOv had occafion to ftate in the life of lord 
Dartmouth ♦. That nobleman having prevailed on him. 
to return again to the fisa-fervioe, appointed him, on the 
«he ajd of February 1683-4, to be liLutcnaftt of the Ox- 
ford ; but although he, from this time, continued pegu- 
Uiiy K> fecve as a naval ofRcer, he is faid to have re- 
tained his military commiffion for many years afterwards. 
On the ift df June foHowing he was made lieutenant of 
the Plioenix; 6f which fliip captain John Tyrrel, undel- 
whom he had before ferved in the Oxford, ^^as, at the 
£itne time, ^ippointed commander. He failed in this fhip 
foon aAerv^rds for the Eaft Indies, where he had a Signal 
opportunity, and, at the greateft perfonal rifle, of firil 
manifefting that courage and gallantry whfdi ever after-^ 
wafds maHked his condud through life. In a defpera^ 
encounter with a Cinganian pirate, he was ordered 10 
board the enemy, who makings moftdrfperate refiftance, 
the.gctaieft pan: of his men frefekiUed, «nd bimfcff 
dangeroufly wounded ; but the pirate had previoqfly re* 
ceived fo nlwich damage in the a<3:ioo, that he funk almoft 
at the&me init^nt. Mr. By ng was, wth much difficulty^ 
taken up with fcarce any remains of life. On his retwrri 
from the Eaft Indies he was, on ^he 24th of May i688i 
made Heutenant of the Mordatrnt ;. and, on the 3d of Sep- 
tember following, of the Defiance, at that ti^ne com- 
manded by captain, afterwards fir John Afliby. Tli^ 
very conipicuoiis (hare he bore in thofe political maneu-* 
yres and intrigues, which preceded and produced 4*>e 
tevokition, recommended -him ftrongly to the notice of the 
^ince of Orange. Inferior as was- his rank in the fer- 
vicc at that tifne, he was one of the K^orffidential perfons, 
moft particularly entrulled, 4© tamper and coo-fer wkh 
fiich t:ommanders as were fuppofed beft afFeded to lw« 
bighnefs's catrfe. 

' 1 ' ■ i f — ■ — . ' ■ '" • 

« Sec his Life, Vol. 1. p. 281. 

• Na He 
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He was Angularly adive and diligent in this emplov-^ 
menty having been faid to have not only fecured the 
countenance and fupport of feveral who were fuppofed to 
"be wavering, but alfo to have gained over many wno were 
held to have been amonj; the firmed adherents of the unfor- 
tunate James. The (uccefs he had experienced in this 
negociation pointed him out as the fitteil perfon to be 
deputed, by the feveral commanders, to convey their firm 
afuirances of refpe£l and obedience to the prince a[ 
Orange; to whom he was privately introduced, when at 
Sherborn, by Mr. Ruflel, afterwards earl of Orford. 
Immediately on his return to the fleet he was promoted^ 
by lord Dartmouth, to the command of the Conftant 
\Varwick*, a fourth rate; and fent, with the captains 
Aylmer and Haftings, to carry to the prince of OranG[ey 
then at Windfor, his meflage of fubmiffion. Soon after 
the acceflion of kin^ William he was made captain of 
the Dover, and employed in the Irifh fea, as a cruifer, 
for the purpofe of intercepting any fuccours that might 
be fent to the late king James from France. In the 
month of May 1690, he was promoted to the Hope of 
feventy guns; which fhip he commanded, at the battle oS 
Beachy head, as one of the (econds to fir George Rooke; 
and in that ftation behaved himfelf with the greateft 
bravery. 

In the following year he was removed into the Royal 
Oak, alfo a third rate of feventy guns. He commanded 
this fhip till the end of the year 1692; and^ confe* 
quently, was pre fent at the ever-memorable engagement 
off La Hogue, his Ihip being one of the blue fquadron 
then under fir John Afliby. £ither his gallantry, or his 
political principles, or, in all probability, both united, had 
before this lime fo ftrongly recommended him to the no- 
tice and friendfhip of admiral Ruflll, that the mod indif- 
foluble and cordial attachment appears to have ever after^* 
wards fubOfted* between them through life* When that 
commander retired from command, at the end of the year 
1692, captain Byng did the fame ; and does not appear to 

* In an official paper wc have feen, he is faid to have taken rank at 
a captain from the 15th of April 1687; but of thii we have not been, 
a: iz to procure any corroborating evidence. , 

hav6 
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liaive been employed till the misfortune, which attended 
the nafval operations of the year 1693*, occadoned the 
recal of his patron, who immediately procured Mr. Byng 
to be appointed i ft captain of theBritannia,the (hip on board 
which he had hoifted his flag as commander*in-chief. He 
. ferved in this ftation during the continuance of the fleef: 
in the Mediterranean, where it remained during the 
years 1694 and 1 695. He returned with it in the autumn 
of that year ; but did not quit the command of the Bfu 
tannia till the 14th or 15th of January following, when 
' he was, for a ihort time, fucceeded by captain Fischer, 
who had long been fecond captain of the fame (hip. 

Captain Byng does not appear id have ferved again t 
. till after the accelTion of queen Anne, when he was ap- 
pointed commander of the NaiTau, and fent, under the 
command of fir Cloudefley Shovel, who was difpatched 
with a fleet, confifting of twenty fail, to intercept the 
Spaniifa galleons which, convoyed by monf. Chatesru 
Renaud, were on their pafiage to Vigo. 

This fervice, however, was effefted' by fir George 
Rooke, in the conqucft of Vigo itfelf, four days before 
the arrival of fir Cloudefley. The NalTau was one of th© 
(hips left behind with the latter commander to aflift in 
. the re-equipment of the captured (hips and galleons, and 
to efcort them afterwards to England. 

On the nth of March 1702-3, Mr. Byng was pro- 
moted to f)e rear-admiral of the red fquadron ; and having 
hoifted bis flag on board the Ranelagh of eighty guns, 
was fent foon afterwards to the Mediterranean, under the 
orders of his former commander fir Cloudefley. In the 
month of Oflob^r he w^s difpatched to Algier, with a fqua- 
4lron, confifting of five (hips, in order to renew the treaty 
of peace then fubftfting between Britain and that regency. 

* *' On the ,5th of March, iq f fats year, he married, in Covent- 
«rden chof cb, Margaret, daugkicr of James Mafier, of Kaft Langden^ 
in tb|s county of Kent, efq; by Joiw, bjs wife, daughter of fir Cbrif* 
fopher Turner, of MiUon Erney«, in tlje county of Bedford, knidit, 
one of the barons of (he Exchequer, and by her UdyOlipt who diedoa 
April X, 1756, aged eighty. feyeqj and was buried at Southill j had 
• cloven ions and four daughters." rCollins's Peerage, Vol, VI. 

f In 1696 he was appointed a commiffioner for thic rcgiftry ^f lea* 
men, a project foon a{terw4r(ls lai4 afidc* 

N3 this 
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This biifinefs being happily conchided the retr-admiril 
fiiiltd for England, and) when inr the Charmed encotmtercri, 
on the a6th of November, that difmal hnrricaney difttn- 
guiOicd by the pre-eminent naioe of the great ftorm : this 
)M bad the godd fortune to weather withom fuftainiiig 
any tnatetkl damage, and arrived in fafety, at St. Helen't, 
0n the aSth. ^ 

The Ranelagh requiring fome ccmfiderable re-oqntfr- 
mi^t, the rear-admiral ftiued his ftig intd the BuTitngttMn 
about the middle of February : but as foon as his former 
ibipwas refitted be again returned on board her, and was 
appointed to comnnand one of the fquadrons, in the main 
fleet, fent to the Mediterranean under fir Geoi^ Rodke. 
. He did not, however, put to fca with that conmisinder, 
but failed with the reinforcement which followed him, 
under fir Cloudefley Shovel^ in the month of May. 

The brilliant fuccefs which crowned this expedition is 
.Y^ell known ; and the rear-admtral, as he held a vecy 
confpicuous (hare in thedanger> fo, confequently, did he 
in the glory alfo. The attack of Gibralter hecommanded 
in chief. At the battle oiF Malaga, which followed foon 
afterwards, hi^divifion, having fuilained the weight of 
the aftion, fufFered more than any in the fleet, that of 
iir G. Rooke excepted, which ivas equally engaged. 
Their repeated efforts he bravely repelled, notwithftand- 
iftg fever al of his fcips were under the ncceflity of quitting 
the line for want of fliot, which they had expended in 
the affault of Gibraltar. In reeompence fop thefe dif- 
tinguifhed fervices, he received, immediately on his i etiifn 
to England*, the honour of knighthood, and the nobk 
as well as grateful ttibute paid by the fovcreign, to his 
merit, in declaring fhe bellowed it folely " as a tcftimony 
of her high approbation of his behaviour in the late 
adion," refleSs no lefs honour on the priticefs who con- ' 
ferred it, than on the Cubjeft who had merited it. 

On the 1 8th of Jamia'ry following he was promoted to 

• be vice-admiral of the blue, and appointed to commafid a 

ftbut fquadron, ftationed in die Cnartnel and off the coalt 

' of Ireland, to check the depredations of the French, who, 

at that time, did confiderable injury to the Britiih com-* 

* On the fisd of October, 
-- *; merce. 
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'ttjerce, ky theequipinrnt of feveral fmall fquadrons^ which 
they kept cootinM^liy cruifing in fpundingSy and the mul- 
titude of flout privateers ^ith which they, as it were, co- . 
vered the furface of the Narrow Seas, By his prudent 
and judicious difpofitions, n# lefs than twenty (hipsi fume 
of tbetn of great value and confiderable force, were cap- 
tuoed from the enemy *. He held the fame command 
for the remainder of the fummer, during which he was 
diofen reprefentative in parliament for the town of Ply- 
mouths Jje continued in the faaic honourable flation tUl 
he was created a peer in 1721, as will be feeh hereafter* 



* Thfi following iccouot of hU fuccefs was publiflicd by authority. 

** Sir George Byng, the latter end of January laft, failed from 
Plyimouth with a (quadron of cniifers, and a great fleet of rich oat - 
wai;d»boun(l roercbaDt-(bip^ which, after he had feen in fafety out of 
the foundings, he diredea the fquadroo, aa he judged befl, for annoy- 
ing the enemy^s privateers, which were troublefome in the foundings 
and inourh of the Channel; and by his well (Rationing his cruifers^ 
has already taken from the enemy one man of war of forty-four gurfs, 
twelve privateers, and feven of the enemy*! racrchaot-lhipa ; moft of 
the latter richly laden from the Weftlodtet* 

" The immber of guns and xpen taken in each pf th^ enerpief 
Ibipi %re as expreflcd in the lift under written. 



Manofwar, Gum. 

Thtt'u - 44 

Privateers, ♦ 

Defmaria - 36 

Fhilippo o 0tt 

"Conftablc •, 30 

Voileur • a8 

Royal r «6 

Beringen • 24 

Sanfpareil • 20 

Minerve - 16 

Maryeilleu)^ - 14 

Poftboy •• 10 

Bonaycnture 7 JO 

Admirable - ;s 

Merchant-iliip;, 
Alicant Merchant • 

Elephant f )8 

OltittoQ - 14. 
A little Weft tndia fhlji 
A (hip with Flax 
^nother Weft India (hip 
^Q |fi()i piok with fait 

N_4 



Men. 

240 
Sep 
810 
ttio 

B09 
160 

S* 
85 

70 

70 

75 

Tont. 

20O 

209 

. 80 

60 

r 300 
70 
GsuKttc, N9. 41^6. 
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The conduft of fir George, while employed in thisi 
fcrvice, tneirited a much greater Ihare of applaufe, than 
thofe who are captivated only by repeated and brilliant 
inftances of fuccefs may, perhaps, think proper to bellow 
on hirr^ ; for with a force fai#nferior to that of the enemy^ 
he kept the Channel perfedily clear of their cruifers, and 
jcomptctely confined that divifion of their naval force to 
'■ the harbour of Bred. In the month of January 1705-6,^ 
he hoifted his flag on board the Royal Anne, and failed, 
• in the month of March, with a ftrpng fquadron, confiding 
pf fourteen fail of the line, and a large fleet of merchants 
~ fliips and tranfports under his convoy, for Liibon, where 
. he arrived on the 1 ith of April, He was fent to join the 
. fleet then in thp mediterranean, which was too weak to 
undertake any oflFenlive, operations, in the face of fo 
powerful a force as the French poflTefled at Toulon, or 
pven to attempt the relief of Barcelona, at that 
time grievpufly prefled by the duke of Anjou, The dili- 
gence and activity he had (hewn in firfl getting his 
fleet ready for fea, and the difpatch he afterwards 
exhibited, in taking on board, at Liflbon, where he re- 
mained only five days, the neceflkry reinforcements, ar\d 
recruits for the army, as well as the expedition with which 
he performed his voyage, and formed a junftion with 
fir John Leake*, all tended fo raife, if poflible, that 
pharaSer which he had before fo juftly acquired* This con- 
duft is to be regarded as the principal caufe of the pre- 
fervation of Barcelona, and the reftoration of king 
Charles's affairs, which, but for this fuccefs, would have 
been in the moft defperate fituation. He held a confoi- 
cuous (hare in the principal naval operations which fol- 
lowed during that year, in paiticular the reduSion of 
Carthagena and Alicant, which laft place was very bravely 
defended bv brigadier Mahorii. 

When (ir John Leake was o^ his return to England^ 
he detached fir George with a fquadron to Li(bon, where 
he was to remain till the arrival of fir Cloudefley Shovel, 
ivho failed from Torbay, with a ftrong fquadron, on the 
i{t of Oflober, being appointed to fucceed fir John Leake, 
as commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean. Sir George 

t Sir George joined fir John Leake on the 30tb of April. 

' ' - " ' put' 



% 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



NAVAL OFFICERS* OF QRBAT BRITAIN. fO| 

{)ut himfelfy according to his inftrudions, under fir Clou^ 
defiey*$ orders; and> during the enfuingyear, ferved z$ 
fecond in command of the fleet on the ftation before-* 
mentioned. On his return to Europe he very narrowly 
efcaped (hipwreck, at the time the brave and unfortunate 
■fir Cloudefley Shovel was loft *. On the a6th of January 
1707.8, he was raifed to the rank of admiral of the blue, 
and foon afterwards appointed to command the fquadroii 
fcnt to the northward, to oppofe the French fquadron 
fitted out from Dunkirk, and deftined to invade Scotlandt 
His force . eonfifted of twenty-three Britifh and three 
.Dutch (hip&of war ; with which, having his flag on board 
the. Swallow, he failed from the Downs on the 27ih of 
February : the fame day, about noon, he came to an anchor 
ofFGravelin Fits^ and immediately went on board a fmall 
frigate to reconnoitre. He ftood almoft clofe into Flemifh 
road, fo that he had a full view of the (hips which then 
lay there, and confifted of jtwenty-feven fail, four pnly of 
which were of fi^y gunj. 
'-- The French armament was commanded by the count 
De Forbin, at that time reputed one of the ableft officers 
in the fcrvice. The force already taken notice of .a^ 
laying in FIcmifh road, was to be joined by a fquadron from 
Dunkirk, confifting of feven (hips of the line, and twenty- 
eight frigates, many of them of confiderable force. Tne 
French court had received intelligence of the failing of 
fir John Leake with the main fleet, and immediately 
concluded their fuccefs indifputable, as they did not 
apprehend it poflible for England to colled, on this fpur 

* The following account of bis almofi miraculous efcipe it ex- 
pnBcd frqm the Qazcttc, No. 438a. 

" On the ftad, in the morning, the fleet returning from the Strcighti^ 
' had foundings in 90 fathom. In the afternoon fir Cloudefley Shovel 
brought to, and lay by, having very frelh tfalc$ at S. S. W. hazy wea- 
ther. At Qx at night he made the fignal for failing. We made (ail 
under our courfes. Soon after, feveral (hips made ugnal of danger, m 
fdid alfo fir Cloudefley himfelf. The Royal Anpe, that was not then 
half a mile to windward of him, faw feveral breaches, and, foon after, 
the rocks above water j upon one of which (he faw the Aflbciation firike, 
and in lefs than two minutes difappear. The Roya) Anne was faved 
by great prefence of mind both in officers and men, whp, in a minute'i 
(ime, fet her top-fails, one of the rocks not being a Clip's length to 
leeward of hcr.'^ 

, . of 
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of ihe (Xroftfion, any naval fords offMtcf fsLcihg tfieniw 
Th€ fhips ol war iv«re defined to eiboit a iMttd)^ test or 
tiv^ve ifhcufand veteran foldiers^ wink ^ prate^dor at 
4leiv head. Thefe were on the point of emba^kmg^ and 
tile vrhole arn%ada was expedied to fail in two or three 
4kys ; when the very unexpe£led amval of fir Geoige 
totally difconcerted all their meafiutes^ after tbey had 
puMicly^xul^ed that heaven atonecoulidifappoint thetn. 

The fiii^rife induced by the appaataace of the BritiA 
itetf ca^9 them to fiat- a temporary ftop ta the emW- 
kation of the tfOop8> and difpatch^ an expisefi^ to Rsiris for 
fefther orders } but Louia the Fouiteentli had (iiffered his 
own imagination to be fo far heated with the hopes of fisc^ 
cefei that he was deaf to the prudent remonftrance even 
p{ the count De Forbin himfelf, and Asnt hind pofitive 
orders to put immediately to fea. A violent gale of wiad^ 
on the 2d of March^ forcing fff George feom bis ftation^ 
wa$» by fome, interpreted into an omino^ interpofition 
of Providence in their favour, fhe ea^B^rkation of the 
troops was completed, and the whole fleet putto Tea, from 
the road t>f Dunkirk, on the afto-noon of the 64h of 
March. 

Sir George, with the fleet under W« command^ now (b 
conftderably reinforced, that it coniiftsd of upwards of 
forty (hips of the line, quitted the Downs ahaoft at the 
ftnoe thne, in confequence of a ftgnal from one qf his 
look-out frigates, that (he had diefcried fix ihips to die 
w^ftward> which were immediately concluded to be part 
of a French fquadron expected from fireft. He did i^ot 
reeeive intelltgcnee of Forbin's being at foa tiU the 9;^, 
when, calling a council cf war, ft was ioftandy lefo^ed 
topurfue him, having firft cfetached a ftrong fquadron, 
tinder rear-admiral Baker, to convoy to England the ti;oops 
tjiat were then ^mbarfeed at Oft^nd, and to \yatch the 
Miotions of any of the enemy's ibif)^ that cn^ht be ftill 
yemabifng in the harbour of Dunkirk. Sir Goorge con* 
tinned the purfuit j and, on the 13th*, got fight of the 

enemy 

*'Tbe fblldwhig account ts given, in a letter from narefclial De 
'Mit^^n to the «oant De Chafiiiitlard. 

** The 24.th (13th O. S.) in the morning, as we »adc ready Ic^ 
^iii^r the Frith, we difoovercd a great number of fliips, which we 
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tMtOf ki the Frith of Edinburgh, but the count Db 
Forbin HUtnosuvred fo dextroufly as to cffed bis cficapc^ 
Hfi fiood with much apparent rcfolution towards the BtinBn 
' admirnlywho immediately drew his fleednto a line and pre4 
pared for battle ^ by which prudent, though, as it afterwards 
appeaJFed, unnecei&ry meafure, not only much time wa« 
k>ft, but an opportunity afforded to the French of paffing 
between the ihore and the EngUfh fleet, and doubling tfao 
north point of the bay, by which means diey efcaped« 
The enemy fteered for luvernefs, intending to land there) 
btK being deftitute of pilots, and a violent gale of wind 
from the N. £• coming on, the count was obliged to givd 
up all hopes of landing the troops be was fent to efcortv 
»nd content himfelf with returning in fafety to Dunkirk. 
No doubt can be entertained by any perfon at all ao* 
^ui^Bted with fir G. Byngs character, even fhould he not 
have examined the hiftory of the foregoing tran faction^ 
but thai he did every thing a moft hearty zeal could fog> 
geft for the deftruSion of the enemy's fleet*. He had 
' defeated 



foon found to be <he enemy's fquadron, to the number of twQQty^ 
eight fail, M^hom wc judged to be the fame that had before appeared 6ff 
Dunkirk j wbcwupon inojifieur Dc Forbin, rcfulved to bear off. .h|r 
the favour of a land breeze, which, very luckily, carried us from the 
enemy. TUe latter purfaed us pretty clofe all that day (24th) at)(| 
foar of their beft ftiilers beif^ oome up with onr fiermnoft fiiipy, tho 
•aemy'; forefnoft (hip attacked, at four in the afternoon, the Augtift, 
%ntti whom (be exchanged fomc guns, for fome time; "after which the) 
Sii^ifli bore down upon the Salifbury, which was more aftern, and 
cn£avour€d t« pur her between herfelf and another Englifh ihip thw 
was coming up to her. The fight between thofe two (hips, and fome 
others on both fides, laOed rill night; during which time the Saliftury 
Inade a great (ire with their fmall arms'* 

•'Of this chace and encounter fir George himfelf gavc4hc following 
acronnt, in a letter dared on board the Medway, March the I5tb, in 
the Frith. 

. •• We chaced the enemy to the northward of Buccanefs, fometimej 
with rcafonable hopes of coming up with tiiem. The Dover and 
Ludlow Ca(ile, being the only clean failing (hips we had, they were 
the firll that came up with part of the enemy's fquadron, palling hf 
fome of the fmaller to engage fome of the larger (hips, and to lk>p 
them till they could be relieved. They attacked two or thr«e of their 
ffaipa, among which was the Salifbary : they did not part with thfem till 
more of dur (hips arrived, but worked their (hips in a handfome man- 
ner to cut them off &om the reft of tfae fleet ; but, in the darkaefs of 

tl&$ 
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defeated their whofe fchenie, a matter <rf very fuflfcient 
piaife to have entitled him to the thanks of the people, 
had he even fliewn lefs alacrity and earneftnefs in the ptir- 
foit than he really ^id, and acquired no fubftanttal trophy 
of his fuccefs. Neverthelefs, there were not wanting thofe, 
who, on his return to London, took every opportunity of 
infinuating he had purpofely loft an opportunity of mak- 
ing himfelf mafter of the whole French armament, which 
lie might, they foolifhly and ridiculoufly faid, have as 
rafily taken as he did the Salifbury. 

His enemies Calked much of a parliamentary enquiry ; 
but finding their murmurs either difregarded or laughed 
;rt, they fuddenly fhifted their complaint from the admi- 
ral's fhoulders,to thofe of prince George, whom they wer© 
n0t afraid of reprobating, for having feat the jfhips to fea 
ft> foul, as to give the French an opportuirfty of 'outfaikng 
|hem. The matter was carried fo far, that the Houfe of 
Commons aftually addreffed the queen, to lay before them 
an account when ^he (hips, compofmg that fleet, werd 
cleaned. This being complied with, the hoilfe voted their 
thanks to the lord high admiral, tor ha¥ing (b expedi^ 
tioufly equipped fuch a formidable force,.^ apd with thefe, 
both complaint and murmur perifhed, 



|)>e nigh^ they all got out of light, except the Sali(hury, who.Jayin^ 
in among our beadxpoft (hipS) the Leopard entered meu on hoard ht:r* 
We were informed by the officjers who were taken, that i.hcre^ were 
twelve battalions on board their rqua4ron, commaadcd by the count 
pe Gace» 9 marihall of France. The prctei^dcd prince of Wale*, 
lord Mi4dleton, lord Peithi the Macdpi>ald», Trey anion, and feverai 
ether officers and gentlemen, were on board the Mars; in ^,Hich alfo 
yas monf. Forbin, who coulmande^ the fquadrpn. The number and 
irength of their {hips are very near the account we lately received 
from I>unkirk; nor were they joined by the liicft men of war. 
fhey farther aCTure us, that the ihips oua out-fcoui« fa\y ofif Calaij^ 
were privateers and their prizes, going into Dunkirk. 

" The morning after this chace we law but eighteen of the cnemy'^ 
fliips, as far as we could perceive them frpm the ma(l-head, to the 
E. N. E. of us. Having no profpeft of coming tip with them we lay 
ofiF, and on Buccanefs all day.ycfterday, to gather our ft^ips together J 
sk/ad this day, it blowing hard ^i N. E. with a great fea, judging the 
6QeQiy could not fei^e the ihore to make anv attempt, we bore up fos 
this place, which we thought moft rcafonablc, qot only to fecure, but 
iQgive ^countenance and fpirit to her majefly's faithful fubje6ls, and 
difcouragc thofe thatcpuHh^ve thoughts of being our encipigs.'' 

The 
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The people of Scotland were more grateful ; the magi- 
firates of Edinburgh voted hitn the freedom of that city in 
a gold box. This was prefented to htm, in London, oa 
the aift of April following, accompanied by a very hand«- 
feme complimentary letter, from fir Samuel Macklellen,; 
the lord prO¥oft. The queen herfelf was fo well fatisfied 
with his condud, that immediately on his return fli« 
offered to appoint him one of the council to prince George 
of DemnarK, as lord high admiral, an office he politely 
declined. He continued to command the fleet during the 
remainder of the yean When Mary- Anne, daughter of the 
emperor I^opold, the betrothed queen of John the Fifth, 
king of Portugal, arrived at Spithead, Sept. 25, 1708, on 
her way to that kingdoip, her majedy immediately went 
on board the Royal Anne, Where iir George received. her> 
and condu£ked her to Lifbon ; at which place he foon 
afterwards received a commiflion, promoting him to be 
admiral of the white. During the year 1709 he com** 
manded in chief the ifleet on the Mediterranean ftation ; 
and, after his return to England, was, on the 8th of No- 
i* vember in the fame year, appointed a commiffioner of the 

' admiralty. He continued to hold thi^ office till the .19th 

of January 17 13-14, when, on fome political difagree- 
ment with the reft of the members compofing the thea 
adminiftration, he was Removed ; but, on the 14th of 
O£lober following, being foon after the acceffion of king 
Xjeorge the Firit, was reinftated in his office, which he 
continued to hold till the lothof 03oberi72i ; andthca 
quitted, on being created vifcount Torringtoii* 

In the year 17 15, he was appointed commander of the 

j fleet fitted out to prevent the introdudion of any fupplicjs 

into Scotland for the pretender, who had landed in that 

kingdom. Sir George had always difplaycd a more than 

t common zeal againft the exiled part of the houfe of Stuart ; 

and, on the other band, as hearty an i^ttachment to th^i of his 

fucceilbrsy and in. particular the houfe of Brunfwic ; to that; 

nothing could have been wifer, and better judged than hia 

appointment. The pretender was fecretly fupplied by 

his friends and adherents in France, both \yith money. and[ 

I ammunition. But s^cbeck was ibon given to this cafualfyp- 

L port, by the diligence and adl vity of ^dmiral Byng, who not 

[ only examined and Aoppe4 every fhip he met with at fi?a, 

• 8 ' 'but 
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but alfo Had intereft and addrefs enough to procure -an 
oitdcr from the French court, for the relanding a large 
quantity of amis and ammunition at Havre de Grace, 
iMhich he had received intelligence were fhipped there for 
the above-mentioned fervict. Thefe meafures were, of 
^ourfey fo grateful to the king, that he created fir George 
a bamnet ; and, as a mark of his perfonal attachtiKnt, 
^tefented him with a diamond ring^f confideraUe value. 

In the tear 1717^ upon information being received in 
Eng^nd tnat an attack of the fame nature as the preced- 
ing was meditated, tinder the aufpices of that welUknown 
leiitiefs fpirit, Charles the Twelfth, king, of Sweden, frr 
George Vvas feht, with a very ftrong fqu8dron> into the 
Baltic, where its appearance prevented that of the S\^des 
Inotti ever venturing to fea. *In the following year be 
f^s appointed to command the fleet fent to the Mediter- 
fsandifii, in confe<)uence of the rctj unufual naval prepa^ 
rttfens of the <?o«rt of Spain. Sk George failed from 
$pithead on the 15th of June 171 8, with a foite conffft- 
if»g of twenty (hips of the line, two fireftips, two bomb- 
ketches, an hafpital-ihip, and a ftore-ftip. Having ex« 
ecuted the feveral inftruSions, astotbe kftconfequentkt 
fef vices he ^as to perform during hispaflage, he anchored 
iPn the-twy 6f Naples on the ift of A«gwft. 

riis arrival was hailed by the inhabitants of that dty 
ivith all theextacyof joy naturally attendant on an afliired 
deliverance from an impending misfortune. An attack 
Mf&s- hourly dreaded by them from the fleet of Spain ; and; 
it/is but juftice to fay, their gratitude was equal to the relief 
their nrinds had experienced. People of alli-anks appeared 
10 vie with each other who fhould pay their deliverers the 
greateft homage and refpeft, ^r contribute fnoft to their 
l?0mfort and refrelhment, by furnifliing them with every 
thing the city afforded tfi*t could tend to both. On the 
iadmiral's landing he lii^B received under a discharge of 
ill the cannon round tfcc city ramparts, and oonduAed, 
through an infinite ihfong of people, to the duke De 
Matakme's palace-, which had been ^revioufly provided 
tor his reception, ^diif in^ Ms refidence in that city. 

The neceJflary arrangeWeWs aiid pben being fettled, and 
|feutual!y agreed on, betwieen the viceroy and himfeif, he 
lailed fr^m the bay .of Naples ^n the ^h of the fame 

^ month. 
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month, having a fleet df Tartans under his proteSidn, ia 
which Were enibarked two thoufand Germah foot, lindeir 
the command of general Wetzel, which were intended t^ 
reilieve the citadel of Meflina, at ihai time clofely befiegc4 
by the matqdls dc Lede, ^t the head of a Spanifh army 
cohfifting of thirty thoufand men. The admiral, to the 
greatcft intrepiidity and natural love of enterprife, united 
a prudence Which fotile, though in other'refpeftsvery ex- 
alted characters, appear at times to haVe negleded, be- 
caufe they haveftrangely conceived it would in^^fere With 
tli:it degree of fa\?1c they hoped to acquire. That he might 
leave no me^ns In his power unattem|)ted to prevent the 
miferies of war, which the formidable force under his 
ebmmand enabled him to profeCute with the utmoft 
vigour and credit to himfelf, immediately after his quit- 
ting 'Naples, he difpatched Captain Saundei^, his firft 
captain, to MeiBna, with a letter to the Spanifh genieral, 
informing hirti of his inftruftions to ufe every means in 
his power to prevent a war, and recommending a truce 
for two nionths in order to give time to the feveral powert 
concerned, to tr^at and accommodate their differences^ 
The hi^rquis civilly declined this moderate propofal, by 
faying he was not warranted/ by his orders, to confedt to 
anyceflation of arrtfis. 

The admiral, immediately on receiving thts anfwer, 
Iteving advice that the Spanifh fleet had, the day be- 
fore his arrival off Meffinat, quitted the road of Parddis, 
which is near the entrance of the harbour; intended 
to put into Meflina, whe5re he lioped his prefence 
mi^t encourage the girrlfon to a more vigorous de- 
fence. When flanding in for that port, he dxfco-' 
ver^d two of the Spandfh (couts; aad 'being ifninediately 
afterwards informed, fcy a -fekicca, that (he SptniAl 
teet was then laying to, off the coaft of Calabria, he 
altered his original intention; and difpatching .general 
Wetzel and his troops to Reggio, ilood, with all the fart 
he could make, afler the Spatilfh fcouts, who, as he had 
apprehended, immediately led him fo fhe-fl^t he^vas in 
queft of. Ifcbnfiflcd ot twenty-feVen flVips of war of 
different fates ; two iirsflitTprs, -^ fdiir iyombketchti > ■■ ftV^n 

Sllies, and federal ftdfrfbips, tommartded by adrtriral 
on Anthonio 'de Caftaneta, who had under him fou^ 
'Z rear- 
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rear-admlra]sy Chacon, Quavanit Mari^ a»d CammooE:; 
When they 6rft defcried the Eriglifli fleet they flood away 
large, in a well-foi-med line. Sir George purfucd them 
during the remainder of the day^ and the following night; 
Early the next morning, the iith of Auguft, being pretty 
well up with the enemy, rear-admiral . Mari, wim fix 
Spanifli (hips of war, and all the gallies,. firefhips, ketches^ 
and other veflels, (eparated from the body of their fle^t 
and flood in for the Sicilian (hore. Sir George detachcdf . 
captain Walton with fix (hips to purfue them, and followed ' 
the main body ; with which his hcadmoft (hips, after hav- 
ing, for fome time^ endured the fire of their antagonifts^ 
commenced an aflfon about ten O'clock; This endfed iii 
a vifiory completely dccifive ob the part of the Engli(hi 
thirteen of the Spani(h (hips, among which were three of 
their flags, being taken and deftfoyed^ It is, how- 
ever, a neceflTaiy piece of juftice to the enemy to fay, they^ 
in general, defended themfelves with much gallantry^ 
againft a force confiderably fuperior ; yet let not this be 
confidered as a circumftance leflenine the value of the 
£ngli(h admiral^^ condud, wiio difpTayed, through thd 
^hole buflnefs, th^ greateft perfonal fortitude^ united with 
the foundefl judgement. 

The admiral immediately difpatched his (oh to £nglanJ 
with the tidings of his fuccefs, which were moft gracioufly 
received by the king, who had already written him a letter 
with his own hand* on the mere report of his victory ^ 

* " Monfieur le chevalier fiyng, 
«< Quoique je n*aye pas encore re9a de vos noavelles en droituxe^ 
j*ay apprit la vidoire que la flotte a remportee fous vos orders, et je 
n'ay pas voalu vous differer le contentement que mon approbation de 
votre condttite voas poarroit donner. Je vous en remercie et je 
fpuhaite qui vout en temoigniez ma fatiifa£iion a tous les braves gens 

2ue fe font diftinguez dans cette occafion. Le fccretaire d'etat 
/ragge a ordre de vous informer plus au long de mes intentions mais 
j'ay voulu vous aflurer moy meme que je fuis monfieur )e chevalier 
Byng, 

*• Votre bon amy, 
"A Hampton Court, 
ce sgdd'Aout, 1718. George R.'* 

He received a letter equally^ complimentary, and on the fame oc-< 
caOon, from the emperor. — And the aueen of Denmark aifo ordered 
the count Munich, grand mafter of her nourehgld, to qpngratulate him^ 
in her name, oti his great fuctefs. 

whi^h 
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Vrhich preceded by fome days the confirmed account of 
It. Hi^ meffenger immediately returned with a mote 
fiibftantial mark of the royal favour, and the mod ample 
powers to ncgociate, or treat with the feveral ftates, as hfc 
ihould think moft conducive to the fuccefs of that caufe 
in which he was engaged. The Spanifh naval force being 
now no longer in any condition to face the admiral, the 
only fervicc that remained for him to execute was, to keep 
the fhattered remnant blocked up in thofe harbours^ 
whithpr it had flown for refuge, and to fupport the land 
operations of the army, as well by his prefence and pro- > 
teftion, as by facilitating the tranfportation of the (lores 
and ammunition neceflary to render them fucccfsful. 

This, notwithftanding he rode triumphant mafter of 
the fea, was a tafk of no fmall difficulty. The Spanilh 
army was numerous, well-appointed, and commanded by 
a general of confiderable abilities, to whom perfonally, as 
well as to the caufe in which he fought, the natives of the 
country were much attached : the Imperialifts, on the 
other Hand, were few in number ; unable on that account 
to face their enemy in the field, and obliged to confine 
thcmfelves to fuch places pf fecurity as they ftill retained 
. pofleffion of, but wnich were daily diminifliing in number 
by the preffure'of the enemy, and the want of means to 
defend them longer. In the month of May 17 19, the 
military operations appeared to wear a more promifing 
afpe£l. A reinforcement of ten thoufand infantry, and 
three thoufand five hundred cav^alry, the flower of that 
army which had juft before been fo viftoriousin Hungary, 
under prince Eugene, was embarked at Baia in upwards 
of two hundred tranfports ; and the admiral convoying 
them from thence, came to an anchor off Melazzo on the 
27th of the fame month. The army was landed on the 
following day. During the whole campaign he continued, 
by every poffibl^ means in his power, to promote the gene- 
ral fervice and intereft, not only by rendering all the aflift-r 
. anoe to be cxpefted on fuch an occafion from k naval com- 
mander, but alfo by his prudent advice, which tended much 
to avert thofe misfortunes which, but for this, would have 
been brought <3n, by the too impetuous temper of the Im- 
perial general, count De Mercy. We cannot enough ad- 
mire the aftivity and indefatigable induftry of the admiral. 

Vol. II, O who. 
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whOf beCdes bis natural charafter of a naval commzhief-' 
in*chief, gt one and the fame time performed, with fuc^ 
cefs and credit, the feveral offices of ambafladofy commif-' 
fary, and general purveyor of the ftores and neceflarie^ 
reqpifite m- the fupport, and maintenance of a numerous 
zrtny. . 

By bis fpirited conduS: the tranquillity of the Mediter^ 
tanean commerce was preferved j which, had it not been 
for th^t,, would certainly have experienced much inter- 
ruption from the avar^rious difpofitions of various per- 
fons, and even of petty ftates bordering on the coafts, who 
took this opportunity of fitting out feveral (hips of force 
intended to cruife in the charafter of ^panifli privateers. 
By a fteady perfeverance in affifting the operations of the 
land forces, the Imperial troops were enabled to maintain 
their ground in Sicily, notwithftadding the very great 
ftreights to which they were driven for proi'ifions cveh 
after the furrender of Medina, The Spanifli court find- 
ing itfelf unable to continue the war with any prolpe£t of 
fuccefs acceded to the quadrupfe alliance in the month of 
February 1719-20 ; and hoftilities ceafed in the month of 
. May following, a courier, with inftruftions for that pUr- 
pofe, arriving from Spain at the very inftant both the 
armies were on the point of engaging. ** Thus,*' as it 
is remarked in the account of the expedition to Sicily, 
** ended this war^ wherein the fleet of Great Britain bore 
fo illuiljrious a part, that the fate of the ifland was wholly 
governed by its operations; both competitors agreeing 
that the one could not have conquered, nor the other 
have been fubdued without it. Never was any fervice 
conduced in all it's parts with greater zeal, aftivity, arid 
judgment ; nor was ever the Britifh flag in ft) high repu- 
tation and refpe£l in thofe diftant parts of Europe.'* 

Sicily being evacuated, fir George repaired to Sardinia, 

which Jbeing put into the hands.of the duke of Savoy*, as 

" ftipulated in the quadruple alliance, by the king's fpe- 

cfial command, he attended his majefty at Hanover, where 

' * His behaviour vas fo highly acceptable to that prince, that he 
• prefented him with his pi61ure fet with diamonds^ at the fame time ex* 

prcfTmg his warmeil acknowledgements for the many feririccs he bad 

rctidcrod him. * 

he 
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lie'was received with the moft gracious cxpreffions oif 
£ivour and fatisfadton. He is faid, in a MS. note we have 
feen relative to his life^ to have been made rear*admiral o^ 
tJreat Britain) and treafarer of the navy, on the ift of 
Auguft lyao: but in- Colline's Peerage thefe appoint^ 
ihents Are faid not to have taken place till the 21ft of 
pdober following. On the 2oth of January 1720-i, h^ 
was fworn member of the pf ivy council ; and the 9th of 
September 1721, was created a peer of Great Britain by 
the titles of baron of Southill^and vifcount Torrington t. 
In the year 1724 he refigncd the treafuiiBr-fhij) of the 
toavy in favour of his fon, Pattee Byng, who afterwards 
Tocceeded him as lord Torrington. In 1725, on the re- 
tival 0f the order of the Bath, he was inflalled one of the 
iniight's companions ; and Continued during the whole of 
that reign to poffefsi in the higheft degree, the favour and 
perfonal attachment of his fovereign. 
. On the acoeflion of king George the Second, he rofe 
iiigher, if poffible, in the royal favour ; one of the firft afts 
4rf his new fovereign was to appoint him firft lord 
Commiffioner of the admiralty : this took place on the. 2* 
of Augurt 1727. He held this office till his death, which 
mppened on the 17th of January 1732-'?, in the 70th year 
%f his age. He was buried at Southill in Bedfordfhire. 

His charafler, as an oflScer, we have already had fo 
i&any occafioris to beftow t encomiums on^ th^t it would 

be 
-*—■■''"'■'■■' ' . ' T - - - -^ 

• The preamble of his patent, printecf at length by Collins, con- 
UiUs tlic iDoft honourable mentiori of bis fcrvices, and affurds us at 
Ib^ fame lime a concife and jtift hiftory of his life. It alfo vc«y nobly 
anributes hi« elevation to the peerage to his high merits and vcfy gal- 
latatcooiud in the taufe of his king and country. 

f The following account df him we have feJcfted from a pstfticulaf 
ikcount of the expedition to Sicily, Written by Mr. Corbett, who lived 
In much intimacy with his family. 

*• The late king (George the Firft) who had named the admiral for 
ihat expedition, and knt-w his abilities, ufcd to f»y to hls^minifters, 
:*rhen they applied to him for inftniftions, to be fent to him for his 
|aidance.on certain important occafions, that he would fend hiinnone, 
lor he knew how to aft without any ; and, indeed, alf the meafures he 
iook abroad were fo exaQ and juft, as to fquare with the councils and 
plan of policy gt home. The caufc of the emperor being become the 
catife of his matter, he ferved the interefts of that prince with a zeal 
and fidelity that Itood a pattern to his own fubjecls. He lived in 
«/ O a fttch 
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be z ufelefs tautology to fay any thing farther in its praif<f«» 
In his civil capacity he appears to have fufiered his aN 

tachment 

■ ' ■ • — '• — : 1 — ' »» 

foch harmony with the imperial viceroys and generalt, as has been 
feldom feen among fellow liibj(f£^s united in command ; the want Oj^ 
which has proved the ruin of. many impoctant expeditions. He wail 
incapabfe of psffcrrming his duty in d cold or negligent manner: and 
Vhen afny fervice was committed to his management, he devoted his 
"whole time anid application to it: nor could any ftiligue or indifppii^ 
ttoB of body eV6r divert or interrupt his attention from any point thA 
rcf^uired dilpatch. To this it might be, in great meafure owing* thit 
hit was never unfortunate in any undertaking, nor mifcarried in an/ 
fervice that was entrnfied to his dirc6tion. .^ 

•* He always proceeded upon folid principles, and left n6thing*to 
fortune that could be accompliflied by forefigbt and application. Hh 
^rmnefs and plain dealing were fo apparent to the foreigners whp 
created with him upon buuncfs, that it contributed much to the dif- 
pafch and fuccefs cf their tranfaftions with them, ^or they could depend 
upon what he faid : and as they faw he ufed no arts or chicane binl^ 
iclf, and bad too difcerning a fpirit to fufFer them to pafs unobferved 
in others, they often found it their bed policy to leave their interetii 
in his hands and management, being very fure of a moft inpaicial an^ 
punctual performance of whatever he engaged in. 

" His reputation waS fo thoroughly cttablifhcd in this* particular-, 
that, in the frequent difputes and altercations which arofe between the 
Savoyards and Germans, in the courfe of the war; and between thc^ 
latter and the Spaniards at theconeloGpn of it, wherein little faith AT 
confidence was given to the promifes or aiTeverations of each othcr^ he 
xvas the common umpire between them, always (lemming and oppo£> 
ing any extravagant or unjuft demands which' the overbearihg tempet 
of the German general was very apt to fugged, where he had the ftipe^ 
rior hand, and reconciling, as much as poHible, the violencet ef war 
with the rules of honour and jullicc. . / • 

** When he departed from Italy to attend hU late mfijefty at 
Hanover, the king, among many gracious expreffiofis, told }u|n,.thaC 
lie had found out the fecret of obliging his enemies ' as wel) as iiit 
friends ; and that the court of Spain hao mentioned, with great ac^- 
knowledgement, his fair and friendly behaviour in the proyifioi^ of 
tranfports and other hecellaries for the embarkation of their troops, aofl 
in prote£ling them from m^ny vexations and oppreflions that bad been 
attempted. No wonder that a man endowed with fuch talents and 
fuch a difpofition, left behind him, in Italy and other foreign partS| 
the chara6ler of a great foldier, an able flatefman, and an boncft roan^ 

** To give fome defcription of his pcrfon — He was of a flendec 
conflitution, but well fupplied with fpirits, which did not difplaj^ 
themfelves fo much in gaiety of conyerfation, as in a£livity in all thf 
duties, and fUn6lions of life andbulinefs, in which he' was indefatigableri 
dnd, by a condant habit of induilry, had hardened and inured a bodyy 
not naturally drong, to patience of any fatigue. He had made^n9 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAt BRITAIN. 213 

t^chmient to particular forms and fyftems of government, 
to have hurried him. into meafures moderate men would, 
perhaps, have hefitated to adopt; but, in the midft of his 
enthufiafm^ he appears to have beep direfted, on all oc- 
cafions^ by what he honeftly thought the good of his 
country. 

WISEMAN, Robert, — was appointed 2d lieutenant 
of the Gloucefter in the year 1673. On Nov. ao, 1677, 
he was promoted to be firft lieutenant of the Forefight i 
on the 27th of March 1680, of the Diamond; and, on the" 
15th of May followrjflg, of the Antelope : on the 22d of 
September 1688, he was made captain of the Young* 
Spragge. He commanded a ftip of the line after the 
revolution ; but having become, through age and infirmt-*' 
ti^s, incapable of farther fervice, he was put on the fuper- 
annuated lift on the 3d of April 1693^ with the pay of a 
captain of third rate. This honourable retirement he d}d 
not long enjoy, dying; on the loth of January 1693-4. 

WRIGHT, Witliam,— has, from a fimilitude of 
names, l^een confounded with a captain William Wright^ 
made commaiider of the Bezan yacht in the year 1666. 
They are two very different perfons ; and the latter part" 
of the account given of the ftrft captain W. Wright, in 
the former volume, properly belongs t-p this gentleman. * 
The error unfortunately was not difcovered till it wajf ' 
too late to be correfted. Mr. Wright, on the 13th of 
Oftober 1688, was appointed, by lord Dartmouth, to he 
third lieutenaat of the Refolutidn : on the 1 2th of No- 
vember he was promoted, by the fame aiithbrity, tq the 
command of the Richard and John fireftip ; and, on the 
19th of December, was made firft li-eutenaht of the Refo- 
iution ; captaisn Foutk'S fiicceeding him in the command 
of the firefhip. His reputation as aii officer^ which he 
had already rat fed by a tiiaiform and rigKi attention to his 
4]luty, wa^ much encreafed by his very gallant behaviour 
at the battle oif LaJHogup, He was appointed com<* 

' — *■ " ■ ■ ■ m'-^ 

ereat proficiency in fchool learning, which the early age of |going tQ 
ica fcldom admits of: bqt his great diligence, joined tq exfiellent na- 
tural parts and a juft fenfe of honour, made him capable of conducing 
the mod difficult negbciations and commiflions with proijcr dignity 

«ndaddrcfs." ' -^ 

P 3 mander 
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mander of the Windfor Caftle, ^e {hiuy a^iit is belUvcxi^ 
on board which rear-admiral Carter hoKled his flag a^ 
rear-admiral of the red. The fafe of t|iat brav< man i^ 
well known ; and the conduft of captain VV*right,* aftcV ]^ik 
death, proved him in no refpeA unequal to the fupport 'of 
fb gallant a principal ; or, gallant as that principal tva5> 
inferior to him either in fpirity or excrtionl"' The laft 
words of admiral Carter conveyed an exhortation to cip- 
tain Wright to fight his fhip, according to the qu^t oau^ 
tical term, as lon^ as fhe could fwim : and it is ji6i, per«^ 
haps, too extravagant ah encomium on his fucceftbry 
conduct, to fay, the commands of his fuperior would have 
been ftri£lly, and literally purfued, had the coodu^ of th^ 
enemy rendered it in any degree neceflary. 

In the following year he commanaed the EfTex of 
fcventy guns, one of the fhips belonging to the main fleet. 
In the year 1 694, he dill contLnuing in^he fame command, 
failed for the Meditierranean, under admiral RufTel, where 
he continued two years, and where the in^fiivity of the 
Fren<ih deprived him of any opportunity of diftinguifhing 
himfelf. After his return to^England he was appointed 
to the Northumberland ; but the fame cautious condu^ 
perfevered in, on the part of the enemy, which had been 
ever purfued by them fince the defeat at La Hogue, pre- 
vents us from having any notable exploit to record. 
After the acceilion of queen Anne captain Wright quitted, 
for ever, this line of fervice ; and was, in the year 1702, 
appointed a commiflioner of the victualling office. In 
1 703, he refigned this office, and was made commiffioner 
of the navy, r^fident at Plymouth. In this pod he was 
fucceeded, in the following year, by Mr. Greenhill, and 
removed to be commiffioner of the naVy at Lifbon. 
Upon Mr. Grepnhiirs death, in 1708, he again refumed 
his original ftation. He held it three years only, and was 
then difmifTed on account, as it Is faid, of fome irregula-*- 
rities and ioiproper coridudl. . He died at Deptfocd, in a 
very advanced age, in the year 1735. ' 

WYVILL, Francis, — ^was defcended from one of the 
younger branches of the family of Wyvill, of Conftablc 
feurton in the county of York ; the main flpck of which 
hath been, as it is remarked in^the Engliih Baronetage, of 
knight's degree, ever lince the ConquefL He was ap- . 

pointed 
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pointed lieutenant pf the Norwich on the 2!2d of March 
|68|[-2; and pf the Woolwich on the 17th of April 
1683- His neiu cbmmiffion was to be fecond lieutenant 
of the Ann, dated oij the ipth of May 1687. From this 
fliip he was, on the.+th of April 1688, removed into the 
Dover, as fecond lieutenant ; ;?nd, on the 3d of May fol- 
lowing, was advanced to be firft lieutenant of the fame 
fliip. On the 28th of September he was promoted to 
the command of the Unity firefhip. 
' in 1692 he commandied the {Centurion, a fourth rate, 
a fliip employed principally as a cruifcr. In the month 
of July he iignali(cd himfeltexQeedingly in an aftion with 
three French privateers^ one mounting twenty-eight, 
another eighteen, and the tl^ird fixteen guns. The tWo 
laft bore away foon after the'aftion commenced. The 
brgeil was tajcen after a yery fmart defence, which a vety 
heavy fea then running enabled' her t6 make for three 
hours. Captain Wyvill frequently attempted to board 
fais antagonift, and was af{ often prevented by the fwell. 
The enemy at length thought proper to furrehder, having 
had fixty mpn killed and wounded out of two hundred, 
of which the crew originally corilifted. * Soon after the 
^turn of the Centurion into port, 'Mr. Wyvill was pro- 
moted to the Captain, ^ third rate of feyenty guns, one 
of the fliips belonging to the main fleet in the lummer o£ 
fhe year 1693. In 1695- he commanded the Berwick, 
alfo of feyenty guh^, onfe of the (hips employed early in 
the following fpring to convoy king William over toi 
Holland, immediately on his"^ return he was removect 
into the Kent*, a'fhipi of the fame rate as the two for- 
mer. On the* 24th' of J^arch 1695-6, he was detached, 
hy fir Cloydefley, with a fquadron of ten (hips of war 
^nd frigates, a fire(hip and two brigantines, to block up 

the ports of Dunkirk and Calais t, a ftation on which he 

;i.v ^ ... . ... .... . ., . < . ... .. j.^ 



* ^e was recommended to this command^ in December i6g^, by 
fir Cloudciley Sliovel; ibe'Kent beln^ a ncWly repaired (flip, to-^ 
tilly dcfiituie of hands, and caprain Wyvill not only remarkably a£live 
in procuring men, but withal fo much beloved, that the Complement 
would be foon complete. 

+ He ftad fome difagreement with adminiOration relative to thid 
cooiimand, as will appear by the following letter from Mr-. Burchett, 
il that time fecretary to the admiralty, 

O^ "Sir, 
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iid not lon^ remain. He continued^ however, to c^m-, 
mand the Kept; and, during the reft of the year,, was 
always attached to the main fleet . He remained in com-: 
xniiTion after the peace at {lyfwif:, hut w^ have not heen 
able to difcovcr into what fliip or (hips he afterwards re* 
ipoved. 

On the acceflion of queen Anne hf ^as appointed toj 
command the Barfleur of ninety guns. In this (hip he. 
"was (lationed to lead fir Stafford Fairborpe's diyifion: 
and at the attack on Vigo, which took place on the return 
<?f the fleet from Cadiz, was ordered to attack one of the 
forts which defended the entrance of the harbour. This w^asj 
a fervice both dangerous and troublefome, inafmuch as, 
xiotwithftanding he was obliged to endure a very heavy 
fire from the enemy, which pierced his fhip through an4 
through, he was prevented from returning a fingle gun; 
for the confederate troops, which were at the f^me time! 
coming up to aflault the fort, were, for a confiderablc^ 
Ipace, di redly in his line of fire. This obftacle to his 
fury being at laft removed, the attack of the land-forces, 
fcconded by the tremendous fire of the Barfleur, was almoft. 
inftantly fuccefsful. Captain Wyvill afterwards contri- 
buted his (ftiare to the capture of the enemy's ihips, and 
veflels which were in the harbour, having made prize 
of the Dartmouth, a fourth rate, taken from the Engliih 
during the former war. " ' 

From this tii-ne he appears to have totally retired- 
from the fervice. He - died, according to fome ac- 

** Sir, Admiralty OfiScc, 7th April i6g6' 

. •' Captain WyvilJ, commander of the Kent, who was left by you 
to command the fhipps off Calais, having, by his letter of the 6th in- 
fant, complained to his grace the duke of Shrewfbury, his majeHies 
Sincipal Iccretary of ftate, that hee his not a fufficient number of 
ipps to keep the (hipps and veflels in which ai;e at Calais and Dun* 
icirke, their lordfhips have commanded me to fend you the enclofed 
copie of hit letter; that if;, upon perufal thereof, you ihall think hee 
lias juftly complained, you may appoint him a greater (Irength ; of tha( 
if you judge the fervice nee is employed in may bee performed better by 
fome other perfon, you may caufc him to be relieved. 
** I am, Sir, 

** your moH humble fervani, 
« Sir C. Shovcll, -^ 

•' Dolvns." V J. BurchcU.**. 

county 
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counts, on the 22d of December 1729 ; but others moft 
pofitively aflert not till fome time in the year 1731. In 
the Gazettes, No. 3120, and No. 3294, mention is made 
qf a captain Wyvill as commanding the Speedwell, We 
cannot find any other gentleman of this name to have been 
in the navy ; and this captain Wyvill certainly commanded 
t^e Kent a^ thofe periods* 



1689. 



BEAUMONT, Bafil, — was the fourth fon of ^^^ 
Henry Beaumont, baronet, and Elizabeth, daughter of 
George Farmer, efq; prothonotary of the common pleas, 
and defcended from a very refpedtable family, of the fam« 
name, which had long flourimed in the county of War- 
wick. The family of Beaumont is of a very ancient and 
noble extradion, being defcended from Lewis, fecond fon. 
of Charles, king of Jerufalem and Sicily, younger brother 
^ of Lewis the Ninth, king of France. Its lurname is 
derived from a city of the fame name, on the 
river Sarte^ in the province of Maine. It was firft a 
vi(county, and afterwards raifed iiito a dutchy. Agnes, 
the female heir of that honour and feigneurjr, marrying 
Lewis above-mentioned, the fons of the faid marriage 
took the name of Beaumont. Henrv Beaumont, tne 
fourth fon of Lewis and Agnes, had ieveral honourable 
grants io England, and held many eminent offices in the 
ftate. He is generally fuppofed to have come over into 
England at the inftance of queen Eleanor, wife of Edward 
the Firft; Ifabell his filler, wife of the lord De Vefci, of 
Alnwick, being always ftiled kinfwoman to the queen. 
His dcfcendants fuccelfively enjoyed the higheft honours, 
and molt confequential civil, as well as military appoint- 
nnents ; many of them having been fummoned to parlia- 
ment as barons: and John, who lived in the reign of 
Henry the Sixth, being created by that unfortunate mo- 
narch earl of Boulogne fUid vifcount Beaumont, the firft, 

as 
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as it is remarked, ever honoured in England with that 
lank. He was alfo a k;night of the garter, and loft hi» 
life in the ^aufc of his royal benefaflor, being unfortu- 
nately flain at thp battle of Northampton, The title? of 
yifcountbeing extinSt in the perfon of William, his fori 
and fucce(rpr,^who was attainted for his adherence to the 
Lancaftrian caufe, and afterwards reftpred by Henry the 
Seventh, it has not fince be^n revived in any of thq 
collateral branches. 

Thomas^i the fecond fon of John, lord Beaumont, ad- 
miral of the north in the I2th and 13th of Richard th« 
Second, was the anceftor, ^n a direft line, of Thomas 
Beaumont, efq; of Stoughton Grange, in the county of 
Leicefter, created a baronet in the year 1660, tfie 13th of 
Charles the Secoijd. Sir Thomas was the grandfather of 
Bazil Beaumont, of whom we now have to give fome 
account. He was appointed lieutenant of the Portfrnouthj^ 
by lord Dartmouth, on the 28th of 06lober 1688; on 
the 21 ft of April 1689 he was promoted to the command! 
of the Centurion. In the latter end of the year x6g2y we 
find him captain of the Rupert, at that time enjployed as 
acruifer. In this fervice he had confiderablc fuccefs, an^ 
cf that particular kind which was of the greatcft utility to 
the nation, the deftruftion and capture of feveral capital 
privateers. In the month of Oftober, in company witf\ 
the Adventure, Commanded by captain Dilkes, he cap* 
tured two ; one of them carrying twenty-four guns and 
cfnc hundred and eighty-five men, and the other eighteen 

fuis and one hundred and twenty men, together with two 
nglifli prizes, which they had juft before taken, and 
two merchant-fliips which were alfo in company with' 
them. In the month of* December he captured another 
off the Start, carrying fixteen guns and feventy men; and, 
in a very few days afterwards, a fecond of the fame force,' 
which he had the good fortune to fall in with off the coaff 
df France. In the year 1693 he ftill held the fame 
command, and fervedin the main fleet ; being firft flatione^ 
to lead the centre dlvifion of the blue fquadron on the ftar- 
board, and afterwards on the larboard tack. In 1694 he 
was made commander of the Canterbury, and fent to the 
Mediterranean under admiral Ruffel. 

In 
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In 1696 he was removed into the Montague of fixty 
guns, one of the fhips alfo forming the main fleet. In 
the month of May he was detached as commodore of a 
ftout fquadrbn, confiding of feveral Ihips of war, fent to 
dcftroy fome (hips and veflels faid to be laying in Camaret 
and Bertaume bays. The account was found to be rather 
exaggerated, four or five veflels only being found 
there, which were confequently deftroyed. Peace taking 
place foon after this time * we know nothing of Mr, 
Beaumont till the recommencement of war with France. 
Soon after the accefljon of queen Anne he was promoted! 
to be rear-admiral of the blue. He hoifted his flag on 
board the Mary, in the Downs, on the 31ft of March ;. 
and was fent, in the month of May, with a fqua- 
dron to the northward, having under his convoy a 
fleet of one hundred and fifty merchdnt-fhips bound to 
Holland; but . the v chief end of his expedition, the 
attack of a French fquadron, which had juft before failed 
from Dunkirk under, the command of the well-known 
French naval partizan, St. Paul, was unfuccefsful, as. 
Mr. Beaumont returned to the Downs, in the middle 
of June, without having ever feen the enemy. He cap- 
tured, however, in the courC^ of his cruife, two French. 
privateers who had long infefted the German Ocean* 

He cominued in the Downs only three days, and then 
failed for Dunkirk with his fquadron, in order to block 
up that port according to the ufage of the former war. 
He remained on this itation, diligently and carefully per* 
forming the fcrvice on which he was fent, till the month 
bf Auguft, when he proceeded to Rotterdam, and from 
thence to Gottenburgh, with a numerous convoy. He did 
hot^ return from thence till the 19th of Oftober; and 
returned, alas! never more to put to fea. In that tre- 
ineridous hurricane which took place in the month of 
November, his fhip, the Mary, was driven on the Good- 
Win Sands,, where it was totally loft; all the^ perfons 

* % ■■ ■ ■ . . .> ^ M l . 

* Except that he continued to be emplcycd during the whole of. 
king William's reign ', but we have been unable to difcov^ what par-' 
ticular (liipsiie commanded. 
: f Oq the iith of March 1702-3. 

^ ..,-..,: ... • who 
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•who were then unfortunately on board, perifliing*, onsi 
man only excepted. 

We cannot clofe this account without obferving, that, " 
although few men have, at fo ^early an age, attained fo • 
high a rank in the fervice, a circumftance not unlikely to 
have excited envy and obloquy, none have evfer lived more 
generally refpedled, or died more univerfally regretted.' 
In the Englifh. Baronetage we find the particulars given 
underneath relative to his brothers, which we think our- 
felves Juflified in inferting, as, although they were both 
liaval officers, their premature deaths prevented their at- 
taining that rank which would warrant us in giving a 
more enlarged account of themt. 

BENBOW, John. — Many perfons have taken uncom- 
ition pains to reprefent this very brave and ever-to-be- 
lamented commander as a perfon of very niean and def- 
picable origin ; as if, admitting this to be a faft, the infe- 
riority of his birth could render lefs laudable ihofe valo- 
rous deeds which will ever render his name revered, or 

* A monument, beaijng the following in fcriptton, has been ere£led 
to his memory, againft the north wall of the chancel of Stousbton 
chapel. 

This monument 
Is creftcd to the memory of admiral Bazil Beaumont, who wa^ 
loft in the great florm to the inexpreflible ^rief of his relations, 
to whom he gave the higheft proofs of friendfhip. He was a 
pi^bh'c lofs, and univerfally lamented. Never was found in ahy 
one perfon more virtues and perfections than be vm bieifcd wiife. 
He was the * fifth fon of fir Henry Beaumont, hart. ■ 
Borne in the year 1669 j loft Nov. 27, 1703. 

This monument was put up by his fiQer, 

Anne Beaumont, 

1738. 

t He underwent the mortification, fome years before his death, of 
lofing two hopeful brothers, William Villers, and Charles Beau nnont,' 
who, encouraged by his example, purfued the fame fortune, and were 
educated at fea. William, a lieutenant, under commodore Meeze, 
and died the fame hour with the commodore of a Calenture, at the age 
of nineteen, July 17, 1697. Charles, in the fcveuteenth year of his > 
agfe, was blown up in the Downs, Sept. 19, 1700, in the Carlifle,* a 
fourth rate man of war, but by what accident is unknown, not one of 
the fhip's company on board being faved. * 



* He was, as we believe, the foiirth. 



diminifh 
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jiiniinifli the infamy of thofe who were the caufe of his 
misfortune and untimely end. 

The very reverfe, however, of what has been induftri*- 
oufly circulated by many, relative to his origin, is the faft. 
He is faid to have been defcended from a family both 
antient and honourable, which' long flourifhed in the 
county of Salop* A Mr. John Benbow, grandfather, as 
it is fuppofed, of this braVe admiral, was deputy clerk of 
the crown in the reign of king James the Firft;,an office 
he held, with the higheft credit, for upwards of forty 
years. His fons, Thomas and John, the father of the 
admiral, were perfons of high reputation in the county 
where their family had long refided ; not lefs refpedable 
for its affluence than its antiquity. They were both 
colonels in the fervice of Charles the Firft, and ever emi- 
nent and conftant in their loyalty to the fovereign, were 
among the foremoft of thofe who joined Charles the 
Second, on his rarh to England at the head of the 
Scottifh army, in the well known and unfortunate 
battle of Worcefter they were both of them made pri- 
foners. Thomas was fhot foon afterwardsj'^in confequence 
of the very unwarrantable fehtence of a pretended court- 
martial. John, however, contrived to make his efcape, 
and lived very privately till after the reftoration, whea 
he obtained a fmall appointment in the Tower, very in- 
adequate to his merits and fufFerings, and which was barely 
fufficient to preferve him from abfolute want. 

Thus fituated,-it could not be expcfted the education 
of his fon fhould be fo carefully and expenfively con- 
(duAed, as if thofe misfortunes, which we have juft re* 
Jated, had not overtaken the family, Campbell appears 
totally to diibelieve an aflertioh, boldly and peremptorily 
made by many, that, on the death of his father, he was 
bound apprentice to a waterman. It is, indeed, of very 
little confequence, whether it is true or no. If true, this, 
circumftance invidioufly produced as a mark of difgracei 
ultimately tends to the honour of the perfon who could, 
from fo mean an origin, raife himfelf, by the ftrength of 
his own abilities, unaflifted by fortune as well as friendsi 
to fq high and confequential a ftation. It is however 
agreed, on all hands, that he went very early in life tp 
fea, and foon fo far difliiaguijQbed himfelf, by his ikjU ijx 

naviga* 
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navigation, and hi$ rigid attention to the intefefts of hiH 
employers^ the merchants, as to acquire their higheft 
efteem afld mod unlimited confidence* A variety of 
ferio^conlic anecdotes are related of his condud and in-^ 
trepidityin defending the fhips he^coinmanded^ and whicfi 
appear to ifiave been principally^ if not Whblhr, employe4 
in the Streight*s trade*. In the lAonth of May 16&7, he 
commanded a veflet called the Malaga 'Merchant, and wa^ 
attacked, near the mouth of the Streights^ when on hid 
return to England, by a Salletkie cruifer of cotifiderabte 
force. The pirate, after difcharging his broadiide, ac- 

* His intrepidity, and wfaimGcal turn 6f humour, f^^^^ ^ * trsnf^ 
•dton of fo ferious a complexion, will probably juiii^iM in infeiting 
<he following extra3 from Campbell't account of him. 

** In the year 1686 ca(>tain Benbow, in hi» own Vcflei thcBenbov 
frigate, was attacked in his paflage to Cadiz, by a Sally rover, againft 
whom he defended himfelf, though very unequal in the number of 
men, with the utmofi brarery, till it laft the Moors boarded him; but 
mrere quickly beat out of hit ftip again, whh the lofs of thirteen meo^ 
wbofe heads captain Benbow ordered to be cot off and thrown into ii 
ttth of pork pickle. When he arrired at Cadiz he went « (hore, and 
ordtrea a negro (ervant to follow him with the Moors heads in a 
fack. He had fcarce landed before the officers of the revenue inquired 
of his (ervant what be had in his fack ? The captain anfwered, JULt 
provifions for his own ufe. That may be, anfwered the offieers,'bar 
ytc muft infiit upon feeing them* Captain Benbow alledged, that he 
was do (Iranger there ; that he did not ufe to run goods ; and pretended 
to take it very ill that he was fufpefk^d. The officers told him that 
the magiftraites were fitting not far off, and that if they were, fatisfied 
with his word his fervant might carr^ the providons wherc^he pleafed ; 
but that otherwife, it was not in their power to grant any fuch dii>^ 
penfation. 

** The captain confented to the propofal; and away they marched 
to the cuOom-houfe, Mr. Benbow in the front, his man in the 
centre, and the officers in rhc rear. The magiflrates, when he came 
before them, treated captain Benbow with great civility ; told him 
'they were forry to make a point of fuch a trifle; but that, fince he bad 
j-efufed to (hew the contents of his fack to their officers, the nature of 
their employments obliged them to demand a (ight of them ; and that^ 
M they doQDted not they were fait provifions, the (hewing them could/ 
he of no great confequence, one way or other. *' I cold vou (fayiJ 
the captain flernly)thcy were fait provifions for my own uie; Canary 
throw them down upon the table; and, gentlemen, if you like them^ 
they are at your fcrVice." The Spaniards w^re exceeoingly ftrnck at 
the fight of the Moe^rs heads ; and no lefs aftbnifhed at the atcount of 
of the captain's adventtirc, who, with fo fmall z forCe, had been able 
to defeat (uch a number of baiMrians,'^ 

6 companied 
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tompanied by a volfcy of fmatl fliot, rigged his fpriubA-' 
yard fore and aft, and attempted to board captain Ben- 
oow's (hip ; but met with fo warm and ftcadjr a r^ep- 
tion, that he Was quickly glad to fheer off, and betace 
himfelf to flight, having toft many men in the attempt. It 
"Was now captain Benbow's turn to attack ; but the cor- 
fair being by far the fafteft failer foon got clear out of 
reach. Thefe repeated z&sof bravery and good conduft 
fo highly recommended Mr. Benbow to the notice of men 
in power, that, on die 3eth of September 1689, he was 
appointed totbb eommand ef the Yorit*, without ever 
having, as it is ftrongly bdieved, ferved in the* royal navy 
before this time. 

So great v[zs his reputation as a feaman, that when the 
fleet was equipped in the following year, captain Benbow 
was ofiered,b^ the earlof Torrington>the ftation of matter 
of his own (hip, the Royal Sovereign. In his acceptance 
df this poft he is tiot to be thought as derogating from the 
rank he had juft before attained as a naval commander, 
there being repeated precedents of captains of (hips of 
wart, being appointed, in the laft century^ to the office 
of mafter of the command^r's-in-chief s (hip. The eafirl 
probably could not have made awifer choice t; his mari* 
. time knowledge being, as we have already (newn, equal 
to that gallantry which diiplayed itfelf in all his a&ions, 
even to a contempt of danger, on fome occalions, perhaps^ 
icarcely warrantable. 

Afterthis we have been able to coUeft no circumftances 
relative to him, nor even to learn what (hips he com- 

* It is (aid by many btfloriaiis. and itmong the reft by Campbdl, 
that be had a command given nim by king James the Second, in 
coafeqaence of the honourable recommendation of Charles the 
Second, king of Spain. This siccouflt we believe to be erroneous, as 
we can find no trace of his b^iog employed in the public fervice till 
the period juft mentioned. 

f As in the inftance of captain, afterwards fir John Pox, who vras 
mafler of the duke of York's (htp in th^ firft Dutch war. 

% His evidence, as well as that of many others, given before the 
lords commtflioners of the admiralty, peremptorily contndi^ls the 
charge, made by feveral of the earl's enemies, *< that he was fcarcely, 
daring the whole aftion; within gun-lhot of the French lipe.?' Cap- 
tain Benbow dcpofed, thattkt Sovereign was within Kalfgun-Jhot ofiht 
€mmyfor ankouu 1 

manded^ 
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.o^anded, till the latter end of the year 1693*, when ^6 
find him appointed captain of the Norwich, a fourth rate, 
and fent with a fmall fquadron of frigates and bomb- 
ietches to bombard St, Maloest. The fuccefs he met 
nvith, in confequen<ie of the ability and fpirit he difplayed 
in carrying his inflrudions into execution, appear to have 
pointed him. out as one of the fitted perfons to be entruft- 
ei, on all future occafions, either to command in chief 
fuch defultory operations^ or to lead fuch detachments, 
as were to be made, for the fame purpofe, from the more 
'■ " ■ ' ■ ' . 'i 

* Except tbar he wai commiilioncd to fome fliip^ the name of 
which we have been unable to difcover, on the 13th of April i6g^i. 

f We have the following account of the manner in which he exe- 
CDted this fervice. ' ' 

" Whitehall, Nov. 26, 1693. * 

" By letters from captain Benbow, dated the 93d of this month, 
on board their majeily's (bip the Norwich, in Guemfey road, we have 
, aa account, that on the 15th, the frigates and bomb-vcflels, com* 
manded by captain Philip and himfelf, failed from Guernfey» the 
wind at W.S.W. and in tne evening anchored about five leagues from 
thence. The 16th, at three in the mornin?, they weighed, the wind 
at N.N.E. and made the befi of their way for St. Malo; and, at four 
in the afteVnoon, anchored before the Quince Channel. Three of the 
bomb-(htps, with the brigantines and well-boats, went in and anchored 
within half a mile of the towri. The wind being northerly, which 
blows right in, and with a great fwell and (Irong tiqe, the frigates were 
obliged to moor athwart it, and the bomb-fhips to flern with the town, 
which took up great part of their time. About ten o'clock they be- 
gan to fire, and continued to do fo all that night, till four the next 
morning ; when, to prevent the grounding of their (hips, they wert 
obliged to warp out. The 17th, at eight in the morning, they hauled 
in aeain the bomb-fhips; in doing of which, and bringing them to pafs, 
mucn time was fpent. They, fired that day about feven^y bombs. 
The 18th they continued their firing, and prepared a fire-fhip ; putting 
one hundred barrels of powder, and two hundred and forty carcafles 
on board her. The 19th, in the evening, they fent in the faid fire* 
ihip; and, having laid her clofe to the town- wall, blew her up. Part 
qf the carcafTes flew into, the town, and fet it on fire in three or four 
places: and fome part of the wall, where the fhip blew up, was thrown 
down, together with the houfes that were near it. The soth the 
ihips weighed and put to Tea, after having deftroyed a great many 
boufes in the town of, St. Malo, and demolifhed the fort on the 
Quince, and taken eighty prifoners out of it and Sycamber. Their 
maje&es fhip the Portfmouth, re took a Dutch merchant- fhip, wbiclb 
came from Surinam, worth 20,oool. The &2d, in the afternoon, 
our fhips anchored again in Guemfey road, where captain Philips, ' 
%bo fell fick fome days before, died tnc fame evening.** 

. ^ . powerful. 
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D0Vr^i4 %iadroiis; of the lord Berlpeley. and 'iu Ql«tu^ 
acfley Shovpl. 

]i^ thi^ month of Septeipbec ]^094> he was apppinte^^ ^y 
fir Cloudefley i^ovel, t^ cover t^e attack prc^fed to bo 
made on Dunkirk by Mr« Meefters, with iopie vefleis ptf 
a partici^ar defcription^ of hi^ awn if^vention, quaintly^ 
termed infernals. This fervice^ which was oi a ki^ 
always deemed defperatei if not impradicahk^ by Qa-i,- 
val conunanddrsy ai^. rendered dill more fo by.tt\^ inca-^ 

fiacity of Meefters, i^^ enjtered upon with a 2^^alj an^ 
lipporte4 with a fpirit, that could not have been cxceedei 
had he been in purfuit of the moft favourite proje^iof lu«' 
own. Soon after ^he return of the fleet intp port, frQRfr 
this unfuccefsful expeditioAy he was apppinte() tq 
command ttie Northumberland of feventy guns^ on^ 
of the {hips employed^ during the folicFvyipg , fummer j; 
under lord Berkeley, in the faoiie routine of ftrvice * as 

• that 

»'■.'■■ " ■ ■ . ...I * ^ ,,>i —I... .I..*.....,*, .i mm» n , I..... »i * .i^ii ...Ill » » i 

* ExtraQ of a letter from Porifaoutb, fhited April a, 1693; 

" On the fi^th paft, fome of bis majcfiyU fbipt, under the coq^* 
tnand of captain Benbov> appeared before St. Malo^ and gave great 
aUrm to tfat tovn), from vrhence the enenny fired many guns. Our 
Ihips chaced in two of their privatecn ; aDdHmdiugafier wards loibt 
eaflward, captain Benbow manned bis boat! and went aihore near 
Grinvi Ik,, where be made bimfelf matter' of a fmAll Ibrt, moufttiiif ^ 
four guns, which he brought away with. him.** 

Extra£l of a leuer from Po^tfittoiith» date^ April the ad. 
'< Captain Benbow, in the SaudadQea prize, i$ cone to Spttb«aA 
from the French coai^ ^befc^ CfUi^^R yi^ f9inf'p|biB.r of his inaj«f«9 
ty*s Ihips, on the 15th inflant, they iaw feven fail of fren^b ibip«»; 
two of which they forced afhore near Cape La Hoguf^ and deftroyed 
^tjiera; the other five Yan -alhor^ io Great Aoc« bay; but captsvu 
Btcnbow font in bis boats, and although onft bf thtm made a good rvfT 
finance, and t&e country people came down in great nuitibers to iSA 
them , he got them allt>tt and )Mrought tiiem away. Their lading beings 
fait aad tubacco. At night be took another, laden with wine, frot»| 
$t. M4I0. T^e t6thy in the mornin^i^odr frigates ehai^Bd three fail^. 
one of which raa on a rock and fui^k immediately ; (be otben two ^' 
ipto a fmall harbovr near Cape La H6i|iie> where there is a lort q§ i«a 
l^uns. When it was floodi oapoiia Benboy, in'ith twb 0t»te of hi^ 

Jiajrily^s ihips, anchored witbiA mlsflie^ihot of |be ca^«, and r«nt tb« 
erfey and MaidO^oe iuio the harixMir. the tawn a^frieoch lh»|i^ 
tnade the heft defence they couii4i. however they were (oon taktci) 
Vuc it Was near four hjoiirs before ihey could be gf)£ Cf<|t« Tbty wer# 
bart of fifteen fail that tame from St, H^ltftB, aQ4 ^•ryAd U %9M^U)ik 
.Vot.lL / 1^ 
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that in -which we have already feen him. Earlv in tie 
year 1696 he was fent, under fir C. Shovel, to Dombard 
Calais. We have alreadv inferted a private account, given 
by the admiral^ of this tranfadion; from which we; 
learn, that in this fervice captain Benbow had the misfor- 
tune to be wounded * ; we harve thought fit to infert 
beneath that which was ptiblifhed at the time by the 
authority of government, in order^ that by comparing the 
two, we may exonerate the minifters of that day from the 
charge fo heavily thrown upon them, of garbling and 
iBifreprefenting every account not ftriftljr anfwerable to 
their expeftations +. Such was the opinion entertained, 
by king W illiam, of Mt^ Benbow's merit, that he vras, foon 
after, promoted fo be rear-adnliral qf the bhie ; an ad- 
vancement more honourable, as it arofe folely from his 
perfonaldefcrt,unfupported by friends, and what is ufually 
called intereft. Many very brave and able commandisrs 
thought themfelves not difgraced by continuing to ferve 
under him as private captains, altho', before his unenvied 

frdmotion, they had been in fervice confiderably his feniors. 
n the month of Nlay, having hoifted his flag on board the 
Suffolk, he was fent with a Iquadron to block up the port 



to the reft) being ?boat two bundfcd tons bartheo, and carrying twelve 
guns each.** 

Tbefc two little entcrprizes/ahhougb they may in themfelves be 
deemed inOgnificant, are, nererthelefs, OrongTy cnara6teriftic of that 
^irit and addrefs which never failed to mark Mr. Bcnbow*s €ondu£^, 
whether employed in the deftruflion of a neft of privateers, dr a royal 
fi|uadron. 

* Seepage 2^. 

+ •♦ Deal, April 7, f6gr5. Sir Ctendefley Shovel failed oot of the 
Downs the fid inft^t, with fevcral men of war and four bomb-vefTcb* 
amd came the next morninir before Calais. Captain Benbow was or- 
diered in with the bomb-veffeb, and wrtbfeveral imaH frigates and brir 
gantines, to protect them from the enem/S boats and balt-galteys, who 
made ibme attempt upon us at our firft coming in, but were lbon« 
benten off and forced to retire into the. harbour. Our bomb-vefleU" 
> began to Hre ab&ut noon, and continued to do fo till evening. They 
threw between three and four hundre4 ihplls, mod of which fell into 
^e town and among the embark^ions^ and occafioned fires in three ot' 
fttur places, and in fome of the vcflels which we believe did confider*' 
able damage. Abotrt ei|^t at ntght the boreb-velCels, with the fmall 
frigates, came olF, h|i0^ loft three or four men by the (hot from the 
town, 9Dd fevcH or ei^i jroonded/' 

of 
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Df Dunkirk^ where the welUknown Du Bart then lay ; 
huty notwithftanding Mr. fienbow's a^livity, this very 
adroit naval partizan contrived to put to Tea in fpite of 
him*. The admiral porfued, but without fuccefs; the 
Duftch {hips that wer^^then with him, according to their 
ufiial cuftom, impeding, inftead of forwarding the com* 
mon caufe, by pretending they could not accompany him 
fox want of orders. He afterwards convoyed the outward^ 
bound trade to Gottenburgh ; and, on his return from this 
feivice, failed for Hamburgh, to bring from thence a very 
valuable fleet ^f merchant- Ihips, which had been long 
laying there. 'While on his paffage he got fight of Du 
Bart, who was at laft fortunate enough to efieft his efcape 
by. dint of fuperior failing. 

In the month of OAober, having hoifted his flag ^on 
board the Shrewibury, he was appointed to a command 
in the fleet fent out under fir Cloudefley Shovel, to pro- 
teft theEnglilh commerce during the winter. About the 
latter end oi December he was detached, with a fmall 
fquadron, to reconnoitre the port of Breft, and gain, if 
poflible, fome inf<!)rmation of the enemy's intended opera- 
tions. He executed thi^ fervice with great addrefs, 
having colledled a perfeft account, not only of the number 
but the (late of all the (hipping in that port. About the 
middle of April following he was fent, with a fmall 
fquadron to the weftward, to cruife at the entrance 

of 

* Campbell gives uf the following account of Mr. Benbow^s con« 
■da€t in this bufinefs, and the caufe of Du Bart's getting out of 

*« In the year 1697, he was fent with a fmall fquadron before Dun- 
kirk where he faved the Virginia and Weft India fleets from falling 
into'the hands of the French privateers. He would likewife have 
fapceeded in reftraimng-Du Birt from goin| oat, if the Dutch rear- 
admiral, Vandeigocs, bad been in a condition to aflift him, or the 
lords of the admiralty been inclined to have taken his advice ; for ob* 
(erving, in the beginning of Auguft, that the French frigates were 
haule<^into the baton to «lcan, he jut|ged their defign to be, what it 
really proved, to put to fea by the next fpring tide > and therefore, as 
his fliips were all tool, he wrote up to the board, to defire that four of 
she heft failcrs might, be ordered to Shecrnefs to clean, and that the 
others might come to the Downs, not only to take in water, which 
they very much wanted, but alfo to heel and fcfub, which he judged 
mieht have been done, before the (bring tide gave the French an op- 

^ Pa portoniiy 
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0f fhe Channel, for the prbce&idn of commence (iom 
the Freticb privateers and frigates* He continued. to:b^ 
employed, during the remaindier of the war^ In this kiod 
•f fenrice ; but trom the caution os gpod fortune of thd 
enemy, does not appear to have medwith the fucce& due 
to. Jus eie'rtioosy and fpirit. 

Notwithfiaoding the execution of the treaty of Ryfwic 
confideraUe doubts ftill continued to be entertained of the 
fincehty of the French, and their continued obfeneaaco- 
of the peace longer than their neceifities abfolutely conv^ 
pelled it. It Was therefore deemed ah zd. of neoeilary 
precaution to fend a fquadronto the Weft Indies, iit 
^•fder to counteraA any fudden Attempt they m^t nuke 
a^inft our pofTeffions in that quarter* The command of 
ebis armaoient was given to Mr* Benb9W,rwho hoifled his 
Sag on board the Gloucefter on^ the I3tlv of Novembet 
1 698, .and failed from St. Helens with his fouadron on 
the 29th of the fame month. It confided of tnree fourth 
Tates, the Gk>uGefter, the Falmouth^ and the Dunkirk^and 
a fmall ^fifet taken from the Frem^h in the hift war, cal* 
led the Gennoon. Lediasd and Campbell have^ throu^. 
inii^fbrmation, given him a very long paiiage, dating his^ 
arrival at Barbadoes on the 27th of February. In this^ 
they are much mifbdcen, he hjiving anchored in CarUfl^ 
Bay on the 7th of January ^ and, bv.the t2th,. olthe ikroe 
mon^,. had diftrilmted ttw troops be carried out in th^ir 
finreral places of deQination«^ Affairs in the Weft Indies,. 
^.the time of his arxivalt woxeorathecan ni^romiiiDg ap.- 
pearance ; the colonics were ill provide4.foi? defence againft 
«u enemy ^ gnd wereaUb, by their internal difputes^ reo^ 
dered ftill lefs capable of refiftance in cafe of attack. The 
^uJidijoia fe^t under Mr^ Benbow, did not appear capable 
et -^Sbrding tiiem mueh aftiftance^ though every thing,. 

* ■ • '■ T t "' I l l i l i f i -i ■ ■ i»i m I I III • 

pnVttmity of ^'ting over ^ tof; but this ^ras-fiot ih«n -ihoiiglitad^ 
Vifeablc, rfioQ^ be afrerw^t received ordert' for it, wben iuwa« too^ 
i<ite^ By this ofiluck^ Kci^iit the French had aa opportsoity give* 
them of ^tting eet lvitlif*fi^ clean fiiipi : yet tfatt, hoirevev, did ao* 
^uicr ihe admiral from ptir(mAg ihcm, as wc4! aa he ww able: and 
V'jme of the (hip^ef his ^adroehad <he ge<id lack to (akB« Dvokark 
^nvareer of ten '^ns and :Pi>rty men, which had dime • ^eat deal of 
*dU1kidf.'*»-----€i(cnpbdl'»Mcm#of Beiiheir, .1 



Digitiz&d-by VjOOQIC 



MAVA1 OFFlCt&S OF GIB AT VRtTAIN. ^ ta9 

wthin the compafs of his ftrength, was to be nirturtlly 

cxpe^ed from his known abilities^ zeal, and gallantrj, ' 

. The number of the (hips put under his. command on 

this eccafion, as well as their (ize, became the fubjed of 

much complaint among the merchants ia England, as» 

when joined even by thofe ihips which were already on 

:tfaat Aation,' Mr. Benbow's force wasperfedly inadequate 

*to die taflc of ading merely on the defenfive. Prpvidence^ 

fcowcver, and the good geniiK of Britain interfered ; aad 

^bt iflandd continuing imattacked, con&quently remained 

«nconquered. Mr. jBenbow having made the difpofttioa 

4)f the troops prefcrcbed by his inftruSioos, prepared to 

>carry into execution the rethainder of his carders. Tbii 

expedition is defcribed, in a note given inCampbell^ as a 

Voyagechiefly of obfcrvation, that,uponthe admirarsrq)ort, 

the king might take his meafures the better npon his Ca»- 

thoUc lAajefty's death; and,if a war wasnecefiary, itmight 

he rendered as Ihort as poflible, by (Iriking a great blow 

in Europe, and another in America, at once. This account 

of die intentionin equipping this i^uadron coaflderably pal- 

'Hates the generally <u|^fcd impropriety of its fmall forces 

'i«nd perfuadbs us that the intentiojis oft the French court, 

in reality, nev«r doubted by minifters thcmfelves, weip 

'%&i but as a mere excuie for fending it out*. The fqua- 

edron iaccordtn^ly proceeded to Carthagena, where^ by ikk 

admirar& fpirited remonftrance with the governor, he 

pcocurqd the releafe of fome Englifh mercliant-ifaijis 

which had been feized by the Spaniards^ a fliort wok bo- 

foir',.0n Account of a fettlement made by the Scotch ob 

\the;ifth]iiu6 of Darien. He afterwards proceeded, at tfai; 

inftigation of the imerchanr^'in Jamaica, on a fimilar er* 

rand to^erto Bello: here jie was not equally fuccefsfvl; 

.fatisfadion, indeed, was promifed, but that.prooiife does 

^not «>pcar to have ever been fulfilled. This, at leail, 

was uifiicient ground to lament that fo (pirited a coffl» 

mander IKould be ient out with a force incompetent to 

.enfc^rce.the didates of national ju&ice; and leem^s, m 

great meafurcj to do awayCampbeirs informatipii, that 

the above voyage was intended merely tO found the teni^pcr 

ot the Spaniards, and procure the beft information pf 

what would probably he their condj^i^ in cafe of i ruptuirc 

'with France. ' . / 

P3 Although 
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Although the infiifficicncy of Mr. Benbow's fquadron 
to proteft the Spaniards, prevented his acquiring' their 
confidence fo completely as to admit him into their ports, 
with the cordial attachment due to ah dlly and proteSor*, 
^nd this expedition confequently failed in its main inten- 
tion, yet the nation -appears to have refted perfe<ftly con- 
vincect, that the gallant admiral had left nothing unat- 
tempted, or unatchieved, that could poffibly be efFeSed bv 
an armament on fo confined a fcale. At home the higheu 
encomiums were beftowed, by men of all parties, on his 
capacity, his courage, and his integrity ; and thefe, on his 
return, derived new drench from the authentic teftimo- 
nies he produced of the high opinion entertained of his 
cohdu£i, by all the planters, with whom he had necefl&rily 
been connedled during his late command, whofe intercfts 
he had ever carefully watched, and whofeproperty he 
always fhewed himfelf zealous to defend. Thefe general 
marks of public approbation procured him the moft 
cordial and honourable reception from the king*, who, 
on the lear- admiral's return to Europe, in the month of 
June 1700, fore-feeing a rupture with France not Very 
,far diftant, was beginning to prepare for the event, by 
putting his fleet into condition for tminediate fervice. 

. Mr. Benhow was promoted to be vice-admiral pf the 

blue ; and, having hoifted bis flag on board the Winchefter, 

was fent to cruife off Dunkirk, to block up a flrong^ 

.French fquadron faid to be fitting in that port for the 

pyrpofe of covering a dffcent on England. AH *ppre- 

ihenfions of danger from that quarter foon after vaiulning> 

:Jthe thoughts of government were almoft immediately 

-turned to the Weft Indies, where, though the Engl ifli had 

been foiled on a former occafion, itwas ftill hoped fome 

confequential.'ftroke might be made, in cafe th« French 

, ihould endeavour, by force, to carry into execution their 

*views relativfttothe Spanifli fucceffion. The fquadron 

deftined for ;this. fervice was- to confift of ten fliips of the 

: line, two of them third, the remainder large fourth rates; 



* * '«« Who (according to Campbell), was, as a mark of bis royal fa« 
vour, gracioufly pleafed 10 grant him an augmentation oT arms, by 
addipg to the three bent bows, which he aod his family already borci 
•& many arrows," • ^ ' 

,'^: "■ '. • and^ 
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and, conftdering both the confequence of the armament 
itfelfy as well as the delicacy, and, indeed, rifle of the fervic* 
<>n which it was (ent, it was- deemed indifpeniibly necer* 
fary to appoint a man of approved ability and cpndud to 
command it. ' Minifticrs are fait), as with one accord, to 
have turned their eyes upon Mr. Benbow. The king 
alone objeded to il; not from, any diflike to the admiial, 
or the fmalleft difapprobation of his former condud, but 
merely becaufe he thought it un^nerous to fend a noan 
immediately, as it-were, back agam to a command, which 
was at that time, from many coinciding circumftances^ 
particularly unenviable. It was, of courfe, pfFered to one- 
or two other commanders of diftinguiflied reputation^ 
who, probably forefeein^ the difficulties they would have 
to encounter in that fervice, and unwilling to put to an 
hazard the lofs of that popular favour they had already 
acquired, thought proper, not very patriotically we niuft 
confefs, to decline the proffered appointment. 

King William is faid, by Campbell, to have made the 
following bon mot on this occauoni *^ Well then, I find 
we wufiffare' our ieaux and fend hcnefi BenUffiv.** On 
being offered the command he honeftiy and bluntly re* 

Elied, ^^ He knew no difference of climates ; for his part^ 
e thought no oiEcer had a right to chufe his ftation, and 
that he himfelf fhould be, at all times^ ready to go to any 
part of the world his majefiy thought proper to fend him. 
The bufinefs being thus fettled, the vice-admiral hotfted 
his flag on board the Bredah of feventy guns, and failed 
from Spithead the latter end of Ayguft, acconopanied by 
the main fleet, then under the command of fir G. Rooke» 
The vice-admiral parted company, off' Scilly, on the 0(1 of 
September; burfir John Munden was detached to fee him 
five or fix days fail to the weftward of the Azores, by 
which time, it was hoped, he would be out of all danget 
of being intercepted by any of the enen^y's European 
fquadrons. 

The united fquadrons arrived at St. Mary's on the 28th 
of September ; and fetting fail from thence on the 5th of 
O£lober, on the loth fir John Munden, purfuant to his 
inftru£Hons, left him and returned to England : the vice^ 
admiral purfuing his voyage arrived at Barbadoes on the 
3d of November ; and finding, which wa» rather mu^ua]^ 

P4 *• 
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Ave Leeward' Iflands m fo good a ftatc of defence as not 
to need any hnmediate afliflance, tie proceeded tor Jafmaica, 
and anchored at Port Royal on the 5th of December. 
Th^difpofitions made by Wtn at this critical jini6hjre were 
filch, » entirtly baffled {jic projeds formed by thfe French, 
^ the attack.»f Jamaica and the other Weft India iflands. 

60m aftirtr his arrival, he received ifttelligence that the 
Fp4n<* -had a /^uadron mt .Martinico, under monfiear 
Chateau Renaud,^iieh foperior to his: that a jun<5l?ic^ii 
Wfta atfo expedad to take place ivLthmonfieur Coetlogon, 
who hid jaftl^fovt ibetn aopeinted captarn-^cneral of all 
die Spatntib fhips in the Wm Indies, and was then laymg 
at dte Havahnah with a faotiiiderable force : moreover, 
fhat^^niieuf Du Cafie wis fobn cxpeAed from Europe 
with an addition^ reinforcement. This accumulated' 
and vmy fdrmidaUe flcfet i^endered e^ery exertion 'necef- 
hrj on the parta, both of the admiral, and thb colonies 
themfelves*. A fmall rehifofcemeitt olf one fourth rate, 
fwe Irigates, and flVa or fix fnialler i-eflbls and tranfpdrts 
itrrivtd'at Taonaica the Ihtterend of January ; and a con- 
ftntutibn of tile llMeili^nc^ alicady related being received 
by. thtm,*thi governor and cdu^icil fitted out irarhediately 
two- iu«.ihip$, as the beft - reiftforcement amd afliftance 
4iey aoutd give the fi|e«dron. 

-<4n the b^g^antag'H9f 'May Ihevlcl^^miral himfeH'piJr 
fo feai but befq^ Ite had "v^ell cleafed the iflsftid tva^ 
jbihed by rear-adm|rai WHetftone from England,' A*iht>rt 



/ ='^, '* The (pheiae. formed by admiral BenKow fox tbe.4e(lfU^ion iff 
the 'French'fbrcc m the Well In4ies« ^nd halving a, chance for the nW 
feons; fli^ws'Eiim'to h^ve'b'een a very ^bJe and judicious comitaanaect 
Sfid cflfeflQally ^lijproves that jdlc and- ridtcultms calumny, of his being 
^ofiefc CMttuui. He faw (hat tbe French officers vvrfe 4xtiEiiSt\y tm^ 
lurraifed hy tbe waywvd q^nduQ of ^the Sj^aniacds^ vbo iNO^fii ttpi: 
take a fingle ilep out of thetr own road, .fhoia^h for t^eir own fervlqp. 
Pe rcfofved totalce advanWe of ibis, iia to itt^k the fmalleft^df 
tliQir fqijiaclrons.; having, berofe fent home iuch .an account pf tb6 
jiiumber and' value <K' tbe- Sp2^mflilh!ps, dnd «f the ftfeii^tli of tho 
Itoencb fi;tiidiansi,'tfaat\ir6te'tD'ercor^ tfaenty-as might enable «he*ixii^ 
V^i^y tut tfke aU proper mcafiM'esifpr intercf^tiiigibem, either i^ <h<tr 
j>a(rage from the Weft Ipdic^, 01; when it (hc^uld be knoiwa tbey .viere 
ajFrved'in thc'feuropc^n {cas.'*^~^Canipbe!l's Mem. ofBeobow.-^ 
\^. B. Tht abc^e-meliti^Aed ilifps wefe all captured or dcQ^oyed at 

* • t i ,tim^ 
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rimfe befoce tlM:d*event he had^the (ktis&AkHi ^ heaM^ 
W> although ih^ jun£lioa had a£l^Uy tak^ plac^ }>e« 
tfweenCoetlogon and Chateau Renaud, who were then 
faid to be in the gu^ph of Leogane with a iieet of thirty 
fail, yet the latter qomnumder had fent to Eurepe tea of 
bis largeft fliips. £yen with tbp force vrhich .roqi$iiaed# 
the gallant Benbow was unable to contend, without Icav* 
hig the tnoft valua'blf of t^ En^lifii Weft Indim poiTep. 
fions expofed to a daneer which prudence could never 
have forgiven *. He, nowever, kept his ihips in cou« 
ftant re^oeift for immediate fervkct and pecp^ally fient 
out fiaiail ^achment5> oa &ort cruiles, to feour die 
toaft* 

The iriftant he received official information of war 
beiog declared s^inft France, he prepared to a& ftill more 
upon the-offisniive; and fome of his detachments metwitli 
confidemble fuccefs t. On the i ith of July the admir^ 
himfelf foiled from Port Royal with eight fliips of the 
fine, a fire-ihip, a bomb-ketch, and a- floop. To avoid 
^B much as poiSblea ufelefs repetition of the faoie tranC- 
aiStion, we have thought it beft • t0 infert beoeedi 
an aut!he|itic journal :|: df the tranfaSiions of the 

. ;■ ./< v-^q^adrort 
i ' / ; ' ' e * '! ".1! uuji ' ■ ■ 

* Campbell and Lediard fay, he had aMee,?ai«DiR Sht mrddle ^ 
U», «• thst on Ane ijthiw iMi otftlie|ii<^e<h|wie<>M»iBairen lam 
iikishttd pafled'by OiaMoa &mt§, on tUb a|»kMibt|^4biH^|«>r 4he 
^nM end of Cuba. atb«fe ihipt the judgedhie W OiMJllu^lllaiiikPt 
ftiuadrontaniid tothfr He^aiMli, fo ofer % M n f ii tf cefw a i (&i J jW ug 
home the ilou/*^Hia thitjcfilare ^^j^tM^'fK^hi^f^mtyjMMyi^ 
foandcd; this very fdwidnnitliag tik»u wx^ MltNm^nihtJ^uBmh 
^ Oaober following; at Vim I^ theUm mida' (ir<tobiM4K><5ke. 
See his Life, VoL I. p. 413^/ Sttch vMt^eetitt vfofairfaiMf'IJi 
Ffench armtnuit. ^ * • -:^ *• •» /\*t \ • 

4 The Falnouih, Rttb3f<^ tfid'Expdbineiir, ^<i>Htfafr'»»fa»rt ii rt> 4 
had fedt'to cToifis MB^Cnium^ ret4rflied«ith'fo«r]MaeV<Aifetocif 
them viaoalkn bo«nd«» tiie>HMMmib,^the'fclM4hti»^eif tMi*^ 
lor France, with fooi&aiidb-nreMy jniau 'mooatfed, iiii»«ipiMc i^dM^ 
fving fottf. On the47tti'of Ji^thrBHfbi bm^hpliito Pott^AfMl 
*e G16MUM, a'SpaniOi^diip ^'WllMii^toldlbrl^^Mnt,•ba^^ 
liiBe mounting only ^letii, *whioh4lfe hidWheMisw dm Mere^ 
thefoothfideoffiifpahioli. v^ ' ^ ' ^' 

% " Ontbe»tiliof^uiy«diniM(bi»ibov<lhNiell'frem>b€foiie>oif 
Jt^al with adefign tojoin^rear^diiifral Wheiftlilie Tbut havili^aMch 
oa the 14th, by the'Cokfhtfter'ami ]^e«d«toiAt, Who ibtft AiyJoMdi 

ldiD| ihM^&Mkf. oiiratft)viM%9ii|pfte«4it)Ma«^ m 

north 
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fquadron during its unfortunate cruire. To this we AaV 
have occafion to refer hereafter, in our accounts of the 

feveral 

north fide of Hifpaniola, he plyed for that port, Nojthing of moment 
happened till the sift, when he took a fmatl fioop near Cape Tibe^ 



** Oo the s/th the admiral came into the Gulph of Leogane. Not 
fiir from the town he faw feveral ihipt at anchor, and one under fail, 
who fent her hoat to reconnoitre; hut coming too near ihe was taken. 
^ Bt her the admiral was informed that there were five or fix merchant* 
Ibips at Leogane ; and that the fliip which thev belonged to was a king's 
Ibtp, and could carry fifty guns, but now had but thirty mounted ; 
whereupon the admiral Dur(ued her, and prefled her fo hard, that the 
capuia feeing no poffibility. of cfcaping, ran the flaip a (hore and blew 
her up. ^ 

** On the aSth, in the morning, the admiral came before the town 
of Leogane, where there was but one fliip of about eighteen gtms, 
which was hauled a fhore under their fortifications, a battery of about 
twelve guns, which could not, however, preferve her from being 
burnt. The reft failed from thence before dav, in order to fecure 
themfelves in a harbour, which is called the Cul de Sac ; but fomeof 
our &ips lying between them and that port, fook three of them apd' 
fonk another which had fiateen guns. 

** The S9th the admiral came before Petit-Guaves, where he found 
no (kip, but faw three or four in the Cul, a harbour much within the 
land, and well fortified both by nature and art, fo that the admiral 
thought it not advifeable to run any nftpc there, onlefs the French 
ibipa'had beiia ef more valiK. 

>' The adaiM hwmcoatinoed ia thia bay till the ad of Auguft* 
faiVed hmk ihcKe for vape Donna Maria, ' foraifbed with a good ^f 
aad naMTt «Ac9e ht amvvd on the 5th, and receiving advice that 
wttmf^ On Cab i»m.pac to Carth^genHy asd frdm thence to Porto 
Bdb^ be Iffihad lo Mow with her mmfty'a (hips the Breda, Defi- 
aocH ital)Pf GiceaiM, Falmonth aad Wtndibr. 

^* Tfei tdaiirai failed accordinely 99 the 10th of Auguft, and 
|bf tchidi avci toward tha coat of dta. Martha ; near which place, on. 
-the t9th| th the morning, he gqrfight of ten fail to the eaftward, and 
<>^ perfeived them (o be Fmeh. Some of oar (bipf being three or 
feor milea a Aera, the udmiral made the figiial for battle, and went 
with aa eafy Ail that the oihclp» might cosm ap. He fleered with the 
Ffeach; who toed to die weflward, 9kuvf the Ihore, uhder their two 
foyi-bila* There weic of them faar (tout ftips, from fixty-fix to 
Awtaly ettna^ one great Duldi-haiit 9iip of thirty to forty, gnns, and 
ape WM ibip fulTpf hUkm the reft were a ^p and three fmall 
«eflels« iTBe admiral had difpofed the line of battle as ibllows, viz. 
ikt Di^fi)a<e» Fendeaais» ^Viadfal^» B^eda. Greenwich, Ruby, ai^d 
JFala^outh. Being aacafr to fee our ihips ib long in coming up, and 
^ diforder > ohferving m^ that the Defiooceand Wind for did not make 
any haflat^^^cwaiautlhekJaiiftDihc fenita ita^ taakcmore faiU 
if; f£ • ' - ■ .The 
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fevcral fubordinatc commanders who were there prefent, 
contenting ourfelves with the plain fimple narrative an* 

nexedy 

I 1 1 1 1 ^^— ^» - * II ■■ 11 I I 

Tht Digbt approaching the admiral (leered alongiide of the enemy and 
endeavoured co get near them, being to windward, and fieedng iarge 
kit not with a deiign to attack them before the Defiance waf abreaft bi 
the headmofi ibip; but before thit was done the Falmouth in the rear 
attacki^ the Flemifii fhip, the Windfor the ihip abreaft of her, as «l(b 
did the Defiance*- Soon after the admiral was obliged to do the fame^ 
baving received the fire of the French fliip a-breaft of bim. The D»» 
iance and Windfor, *fter they bad received two or three broadfidet 
from the enemy, Uiff M out ot the line out of gun-ihot. The two 
flernmoft fhips of the French lay upon the admiral and very mncli 
galled him* The (hips in the rear not coming up as they ought, it 
was four o'clock when the a£kioo begun to be genera). It continued 
till it was dark, the £ngli(h fquadron keeping them company all night. ' 
The admiral believing, that if be led himfel? onrboth tacks, (perceiv* 
ing the French would decline fighting if they could) that his cap* 
tains for (hame would not fail to follow a ^>od example, he altered 
the formed line of battle to the following— Breda, vice-admiral Ben* 
bow and captain Fo^ ; Defiance, Richard Kirkby; Windfor, Jofaa 
Confiables Greenwich, Cooper Wade; Ruby, George Walton^ 
Pendennis, Thomas Hadfon ; Falmouth, Samuel Vincent. 

'* On the 80th, at day-light in the morning, the admiral was near 
the enemy ; but the other (hips (except the Ruby alone, which was 
up with htm) were three, four, and five miles a-flern ; it proved little 
wind. The admiral was within gun>(hot of the enemy, who were £»> 
civil as not to fire. At two this afternoon, the fea-breeze coming up, 
the enemy got into a line, making what fail they could. The other 
(hips not coming up, the Breda, with the Ruby, piyed fchetr chafe gun* 
on them till night ; then they left ofi^, but kept them company all- 
night. 

" On the 2 id, at day*light^ the admiral being on the quarter of the 
fecond (hip of the enemy's fquadron, and within poiat>blank(bot, 
the Ruby being ahead of bim, the French (hip fired at the Ruby, 
which the Ruby returned. The two French (hips which were ahead 
fell off, and there being little wind hrought their guns to bear^on the 
Ruby. The Breda brought her guns to bear on the French (bip, 
which firft began, and (battered her very much, obligii^ her to tow 
from us; but the Ruby was likewife fo much (battered in her maftt, 
fails, and rigging, that the admiral was obliged to lay by her, and fend 
boats to tow her off. This a£lion continued alnsoft two hours ; dur* 
ing which the rear ihip of enemy was a*breaft of the Defiance and 
Windfor, who never fired one gun though within point* blank* 
fliot* At eight o'clock tn the morning, a gale of wind (printing up, 
the enemy made what fail thev could ; and the admiral chafed them 
in hopes of comtng.up withr tnem. Being then a breaft of the river- 
Grande, atrtwo in thb'afterfioon the ffkniral got a-brcaft of two of the 
temm6ftr0f ihe cQttfay4.ihips } and^ in htipct to diiable«cbcm in their 
^ mafts 
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Qex€idy- w the beft account of ^tbe dlifgrocefu] cOncbidof 
C^me oC^tm, which reqmring flp coaunem to rerder it 

more 



maftt tAd rigdnj^, bcg»n Wlire on tbem, as 6id f^meof'the fliipa*^ 
llcr»: JNit heTaytng a-bi«tft of (hem tbey {>oihted ^bollf at htaM, i»hkitf 
^tledhts fhip mach In her nggrngf and difmouottti twe^H thvee'oi 
Ihcr lowcr-^eck gutitJ This betd^oat two hoiirs. TVi^y got v^ithr 
0itt-ga«-flioit, tbe admiral' nsftkins what fail he eouldiafter thcmi bu'l 
Ibey Hfed aU the ifaifrs they poffibly tooM'to «vade fighting. 
- «< Oa thc>fi«d» at day-light, the G^ite^nwicb wat about three le;i^«t 
a4krn« thodgh the fignal for the line of hattk Was ^tiever fim&k nighf 
•r day ; *he reft of the fliips todifieretitly near (except the Ruby) ; dbe' 
•nemy vbout a mile and a half |i-hcad. At thvc^ ta the aft«rnoo» 
ibewtnd, which before was eaflerlv,- cane to the foothward. Tbi» 
give the «iiemy the we!itfaer-gage ; bat io taofciiig the adnural fetched 
within gnn-ihot of thelkimmoftof them ,fi'ring at- aaoh other; but o«f 
line'hbMig much out of drder, and fome df our (hips three miks •• 
fleta, notnii^ more could be done'. Tiris -night the 'enemy was v^ 
ttoeafy, altering their coarfes tery oCten between the weft and north. 

^ On the 93d, at day-tight, the enemy was about fix miles 9-head of 
iss; and the great Dutch &ip feparatedf rom them, oht of fight. Some 
of oar fqoadron, at this time, were more thaa four miles awfiern, via. 
the Defiance and Wtndfor. At ten o^dock tlie enemy tacked, thi 
tnnd tbtn at £. N. £. but very variable. The admiral fetched 
Wttbki poim4)lank-fiiotof two of them, firing broadfidesat eachothef* 
Soon arter, h« tacked and p«rfned them as well as he coiild. About 
•oon we took from them a (mail Engliih ihip, called the Ann goUeyi 
vbfch they had taken off Lifbon. The Ruby^ing diiabled me ad^ 
mical ordered her for Port Royal. At eight this^ niaht oar fqtiadrMv ^ 
was about two miles diftant from the eneni;^, they ^eerungS. £. and 
«*ry little* wind, then at N.W. and vsartable, tlm adrnktal Handing 
pfter them, and all bis fliips, except the Falmouth, falling much a^ 
ftcMK At twelve the eneiny begrnitb ft|>anttet.'> 

^ On fbe!«4ih, «t two tn the morning, w« came |m<wifbin hat] of 
the fternmoft. It being very litde wind, ithe adbaival fimd ^ bsoadfide 
«mb double, and round below, cod round and partrie^ 4<loCt, wbiclr 
fre returned. At three - (/clock the admiral's right ^ieg'was flvititred 
to pieces by a cbain*fliot, and he was carried down; bth prcfently or* 
demd his cradle On the <}iiarter deck, and continoed the bgbt till day, 
whsin appeared the ruins of a<fliip of abomfewniy guns; her mainr« 
yarrd down, and fliot to pieces, her fure-4o|^rtil.)iiard (hot away^ her 
inisen.maft (hot by tbe boaid, alt her rigging. gone, and bicr'-fidesbored 
liwoi^h «nd through with our donble^headed (hot. Tibe f «lnsottth 
aADed in this matter wry much, f nd sm other fhtp. (Soon after day 
fbe^niiral fiiw'tbe other ihrps vf the enemy teommgtowiards: him witn 
»llrong gale of wind eafter^ : Jit^tbe imnc 4riie ibe Wtndfer, Pen* 
ifenis and Grbenwich,>a.bcidiof.theeaeittyyyBn>to loeward of the dil^ 
abltdibtp, fired tlKirtbfimdfidcai:{iirf!adbor>mul.ifiood'to^lhcfiMith4 

^....v difable4 
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«M)re odiotm* ought to find ne^v^cai^ Ufe ^IBVldligiF to 
njliate or iiefmid;u«- . . —♦ 

yjljlll j i ^ i ' l l' *'! f | 1 I » ■' ' I ■ I. >.. i> ■*. ■ I. ■ < r t .l l U ll- ? fci 

diiabkfti iiii|^^4 £red']tert 6f ber broadfi<le.^ ' Jb^ JxiAkd fhim M 
1^ fircL abpvt tiireoty -f^nx at the Dcfiaaet^btfafc Am pul h«r }^lfi| 
a vrcBtbej and ran av.ay. riflbt before |he windr lowcccxi both )ier tppbf 
frPU^ afid x^n to leeward of. the Falmouth ^( which Wy then a gun-flic4 
t6 le^Wkfd ol the admirat kitotting her Tigging)' witftoat any TCgard'td 
Aj^^n^'fof battle. The enemy feeing oni' other two fl&ps £lihi«d 
llltifouthwar^ e3(pt6ltedthfy would have tacked and Rood vilh thnni 




of chfl^ other fiiifys beiDg«near bim,-xibiJtMt{n|f any hotUe of'thelAtcK 
lignal, tiK.ai^B ^fttbc^mia hsrcupotiJUd^w^gyiu-aulpfe'fl^ 
^4iea4f in order to put them' in mind of their duty« The FreiKn, 
fteing this great diforder, brought to and lay by tlieir own di(abie4 
IhTp, rema'nned and'iook ^er lo tow. Th'<; Bf (fda^ngging'Miig'iinRli 
fluttered &e hty by/till len ofclock;. And k^tkg «tbea««fi<tod diCMU 
mini ordered, the captain lo parfue tbe/etttmy^lw^owas thjm^iJHMA 
riireis malct diAas^ ^d.to leewardf-bAving.tb^ difabled 1hip.ffQ.«a#^ 
Jlcs»eiglf.BiCfatt>wiiMl4L£.S.W. , Tb^ admiral in H)«mflm(H»« 
ttade m tbe fail a&er abem be.could^ and^^e battle (ignal w^ aljvirayt 
out. But the enemy taking encottragenltnr^ from the btfhfllvto^l• of 
Ibme of bur captains,- tbe aamiral ordered c)f>taia F^gg to fend to* the 
feaptainato keep their liniB^'and to behave- themfelves liidt nacDy wbsob 
be did. Upoo ifaia tiaotatfi Kirkby came on board tbt admiral* .)ia4 
prefled him very earnelijy to defift trom 9ny farther engagement, whidlfc 
«nde the adnitaldefirous t(»koow the opinion of the o^rcaptainal 
Aocorditigly he drdeced captain Fogg to make the figosil <i9r all tbf 
atiicrcaptataa to come ien board, which they did ; and moft of. thear 
Concurred with captain Kirkby in his opinion ;,yrii£reupo« cbe admthil 
fBiceiving'tbey bad no mind .to fight, and being iK>t able .to< prevail 
with them to come to any other refolution, though all. they fatd wa^ 
e^oneont, be thought it not fit to venture any farther^ At this ttme 
4iie admiral was a-breaft of the enemy, and. bad a fair opportuoky e€ 
Mitiogtbem} th^ maftiand yards in a good co«ditioO| wA feW^rad^ 
lulled except thofe oh board the Breda. 

* ** On the 6tb of O^ober admiral fienbow ilfued a QOiamiHiQQ ^ 
•narviuimiralWbetftone, and forac capuins, toheldacourf-maitiiil/or 
iriR trial bf the following captains: * , , " 

Captain Xirkby commander of the Defiance of 64 guni. 

■ !■ CooftaWe - - Windfor 60 

,■ ■ Wade - - Greenwich 54 • . t 

■ " ■■ " HudicB'*) • - Pendeiuus 4^ 

echo were accufed of cowardice, J^reacfa of ordcra, and negkd of docyv 
in the fight that admiral Benbow had maintained, ^r fix days, off tbir 
1 »f Caitha^hna, with Du Cafle.^ - * 
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' Dtt Cafle, the Fretiish chef d'elcadre, was undoubtedly a 

irerj brave man ; as fuch> he felt for thediftrefs and ill-ufage 
*V€n of a foe. Soon after the engagement was over he 
is reported to have written the vice*admtral a-Jeit«r, 
trhfch, according ta Campbell, is ftill preferyed in th^ 
femiljr, to the following purport- « Sir ! I had little 
hopes on Monday laft but to have fuppcd in your cabbrn, 
i>ut it pleafed God to order it otherwife ; I am thankful 
for it. As for thofe cowardly captains who dejerted you, 

hang them up, for by they deferve it. Yours, 

t>u Cass?/* The French fquadron,' after this fortunate 
efbpe» made the befl of its way to Carthagena, where 
having in fom6 meafure repaired its damages, it returned 
to Europe in the. month of March 1703, and at latf 
fCttched DTea, after having efcaped many * dangers, and 

. .. ' • ' •^^^"g 

!' ' ' ■ * • 

' f* The coitrt-inartial began 00 the 8tb of the lame month, and held 
fimpdayr. Captain Kirkby ¥»& brought to his trial; and the crimes 
•bote- mentioned charged on htm> being proved, bj the oaths of the 
•dm^iraf, ten commiflion officers, eleven warrant ana inferior officers, 
lie lAras (<ptitenccd to be {hot to death; but the czecoHon thereof rei» 
fpt(«d till her majcQv't pleafure be known. 

**■ Captain Conftable 5Mas cleared,, by his own officers and Bien» of 
rowardife; but the other 'crimes being proved againft him he fiood 
cafhiered, by the fentcncc given, from her niaje%*s fervice, with im«> 
^fi fot) men t during her pleafure. 

->** Captain Cooper was the next man tried* The crimes above* 
Mentioned charged on him were proved by fixteen commiffion and 
warrant officers of his own (hip, and by feveral others; whereupon ihc 
lime fentence was pafled on him as on captain Kirkby. 

** Captain Hudfon, commander of the Pendennis, died fome d^t 
^forc the trial. 

** Then came on the trial of captain Vincent, commander of the 
Falmouth; and captain Fogg, captain of the admiral's ihip the Breds, 
lor (vgning a paper, with captain Kirkby and the reft, sgainft engaging 
the French, when there was fo fair an opportunity and probability (X 
foccefs. But upon their alledging, in their own juftification> that they 
flid it only, b^aufe they were perfaaded, confldering the cowardly be* 
haviour of thofe captains, and fearing that, upon another eng<^ement^ 
thofe captains would wholly defert and leave the admiral in the Breda, 
»nd the Falmouth a prey to the French; and upon the chara£ler given 
by the admiral, and others, of theiF great courage and gallant behaviour 
in the battle, the court thought Ht only to fufpend them from their 
Employment in her majefly's fervice, but withal, that this fuTpeniiott 
'4kk]\ not commence till his royal highneiles pleafure is known.'* 

♦ ** Monfieur Du Caffe, returning from the Weft Indies with hit 
four ffienof'war, was met, March i8> 1702-^ by vice-admiral Gray- 

doa 
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being reduced to a moft miferable and Ihattered condition^ 
Such was the end of the laft remains of the mighty French 
armament, which had, at one time, spread terror and 
difmay through all the BritiOi Weft Indies j an armament 
which, had it been coUeded together at one time, 
confifted of upwards of fifty fliips of war, thirty of 
which were of the line. Viewing coolly, at fo great z 
diftance of time as the prefent, this very enormkous difpa* 
rity of force, and the little benefit derived from it, by 
France, we fcarcely know whether moft to admire, tha,t 
almoft providential coincidence of ill condu£i on the part 
of the enemy, which preferved to England her poflef- 
lions in that quarter, or applaud that of the Britiili 
admiral, who with a force, comparatively (peaking^ 
contemptible, and rendered, by thie delinquency of the 
inferior commanders, ftill le(s capable of cbnduaing any 
ofFenfive operations, had the ability to countera£l the pro- 
pofed attempts of the enemy, fo as to render them totally 
inefFeftuaL 

To return to the vice-admiral. On his arrival at 
Jamaica he was obliged to have his broken leg cut off; 
in confequence of which a fever enfued, this a ftroog 
tx)buft conftitution enabled him to ftniggle with till the 
4th of November, On that day he died, regretting, to his 
lateft moments, the national di (appointment which would 
necelTarily attend his ill fuccefs, more than his own mif* 
fortune; a misfortune which, heightened by his fufFerings, 
through a lingering illnefs, rendered him to all, an accu- 
mulated objedl of compaflion, and funk tho£b who de- 
ferred him ftill deeper into the pit of national diflike and 
deteftation. 

As to his charader, his bittereft enemy cannot deny 
him the honeft reputation of a brave, adive, and able 
commander; while on the other, his warmeft friends 
and admirers muft allow, he wanted thofe. conciliating 
manners, which were neceflary, to fcciire the perfonai 
lattachment and regard of the officers he commanded* 
Honefty, integrity, and blunt fincerity were the promi- 

don \^ith four ihips of like force, one of which came op with aii4 
engaged his flernmoft fliip ; but Du CafTe, making th^ bcft gt his way^ 
<rcaped thefccond wni"*''>m^CQ\um, Roftnt, p. »^t/ 
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oentfeatuies pf bts.private charaSer ;, apd we can only 
lament the depravity of humaii nature, when we 1^ 
©urfelVes obliged, to cpnfefs, thefe truly valuable qualir 
tie^ are hot fufHci^Qt to^ouire the love of our cotem-' 
poraries, though they can Jcarcely &il of engaging the 
warmeft efteem of every fiiQCceding gcaeratioin/ 

ft has been pofirively allerted by many> that the admi- 
rars body was buried at Jamaica; but in a ROte, inferterf 
'by Campbell from the Mercure Hiftorique e^ Politique, ijt 
is faid> it was fcnt for home in order to. be folemnly 
interred at the pubTic ex pence, Thrs appears to be cour 
firmed by the teftimony oi fev*;ral very ancient people ftill 
living at De ptford, wno^ ahhough they do not remember 
the funeral itfelf, have a per fc ft recolle^ion of hearing it 
-^fpoken of as a recent eient, Accbr<|ing to this informa;" 
tion he was buried In the church-yard of 'the parifli oif 
St, Nicholas, Deptfojd, In the ;iorth-weft angle,^ formed 
by the prof eftion of the fteeple beyond the body of thp 
cnurch. A plain flat (tone iVas laid over his remains ; but^ 
through the mifer^ble inattention of hi^ ppfterity^ and the 
difgface of national gratitude, has been long, fince deftro)^. 
«d* The only evidence, at the prefent day, of the place 
of his interment, is the tradition juft given. 

AccoVdIng to CatnpbelU the aSmirars fiffer prefeptcd, 
daring his life-time, his piSure to the corporation of 
Shrewsbury, who. caufed iJt to be hung u|J> in their towur 
hall; wliete, a^ it is faid, it ftill remains, J-Je left be^ 
hind him ai numerous pofteyhy of both fexes. The fous 
dj^ing " y^rdi6ut jITuei the daughters became coTieircfles, 
*lTie eldeft" married. P^l'jtpi^lton, efq. .of.RCiltoij, nea^ 
AbliTgdOA, In'the ^ouni^" df Berks: OJFthg younge^ 
daiigl\ter we have no.^ccqynt. . 

y TOKlSN!HAfVfi WiliraHp,— was appointed'.Jietuehattt 
'oftl^,lC^sfi(herj'by*v1c^r4dmi'*a^ Herbert, pn-thc loth 
tof Auguft"! ttiti .' On the i^th of Atigyft 1 68ttjJ)e \vas re^ 

JidVed,' by-.the faifie .(ibmm^nder, into jj:h.e l^riftolj on 
oardwt)ith hehifllfeU carrle^^hi^.flag* . Qn ihe 29th of 
Ju;Ae l"6^»^^wa> proinpl^q,.^y kingjames the Second^, 
fObe'iifu Ifefltenaht of the RCipert; and; x>n the nth of 
eon. "tJiTthe 'j'tTi oFMay i689> 
.^ ^ hi atdefflon of feing'^iiliam, h^ 

nitf^cpmi^^M^fleil^f tjie iJapjy^ ftjfty 

tB9t .9 g^"S' 
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fbos. Tins ftjp tr^ uafortttnatelY captuted by tb^ 
jpnemy foon afterwards ; but captain Bokenham ha4 then 
quitted. the dommand of her, being removed into tbe 
.Sapphire^ one of the fleet font to the StreigHts ux^der 
admiral Killegrew, Mrhp, juft before his retur% tp 
fingland, in the month of May I $99, detached him, Mrit|i 
iiisown ihip and the Richm0nd> to convoy tjiieine^chantr' 
ihips from K?adiz» that were bound to Alican^ and Malaga 
On lyhat particular fervice he Was employed ioimediately 
after this does not appear ; but we Bf^ him, in 1 693, captain 
of the Dutchefs, 01 ninety gu^s, smdftationed in the linear 
Ciieof thefecondstorear*admiraIMttchfblL In i696hew^^ 
made &rft captain of th^ Britannia ; oq boa^^ which fhif 
the ftandard was holfted, iirft by fif Geofge Roc^ke> an4 
^terlTVaxds by lord Berkeley, as fuccieflive commaadersf 
in^chieC After the aceeflion <^ qu^en Anne he was ^ 
pointed captain of the Aflbciation ojf niae^y guns, th^ 
leading Ifaip of the fleet fent, ki fjp^ Under t^ com- 
mand of fir George Ropke, on the expedition agai^ 
Cadiz* 

In the attack madi^ on Vigo by tbe fleet, when on its 
return home, captain Bdkenham was ordered, with this 
ihip, to attack a batttry, mouUting fevente^n guns, which 
^tmdtd the entrance of the harbour. He condu<^d this 
feryice with that fpirit and gallantry which appear to have 
ever formed the leading traits of his charai^er, shaving 
.completely filenced the obje^of his attack, with the lof^ 
C3f two inen only killed. The credit he judly acquired 
on this occiifioB, and which tpight be faid to eciipfe thofe 
in which he had, during the former part of his life, been 
happily and fuccefsfully engaged, bp did not long furvive^ 
dying on the 9th of November following, very loon after 
lie haid retumtd to En^and. 

BOYS, Edwa«d,~was. early in the V^ar, 1 689, made 
ccmmander of the Kingshiher ketch. On the ad of Oc- 
tober fdk>wing he was promoted to the. coraimand of the 
Advice, 4 fourth rate of forty-eight guns. This veflcl 
appears to have been principally ^nployed during this, and 
the following year as a "cruifcr; iuvWhich fervice it met 
with confiderable fuccefs« In 1693 he commanded the 
Cornwall of eighty guns. He was afterwards appointed 
cq>tain of the Nonfuch; on board wijj^^h fliip, in confo- 

.Vol. II. Q^ ' q^uenct 
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Quence of fomc private dtfeontent, he was ralh •nough to 
inoot hitiirelfy on the 24th, or^ as others fay, the 26th ci 
September 1696. 

BRIDGES, John,— IS Tuppofed to be the fait^e perfoR 
of whom a fliort account has already been given, bage 59; 
but as there is fome doubt of this» we have thought it beft 
to notice them diftinftly. This gentleman was appointed 
commander of the Northtimberland, of feventy guns, on 
the eighteenth of November 1689 ; and this being the 
firft information we have been able to colled relative to 
him, induces us rather to believe him to have been indi* 
Vidually the fame John Bridges of whom we have already 
fpoken. la 1693 we find him commanding the Van- 
^lard, a fecond rate of ninety guns, ftatiened to lead the 
fleet under the command of the joint admirals^ Killegrew, 
Delaval, and Shovel. In this command he died, on the 
a4th of May 1694.; 

BUMPSTEAD, John, — was appointed commander 
«f the Saint Paul firefliip on the 14th of December 
1689: he was fent foon afterwards to the Weft Indies 
with the fquadron under the command of commodore 
WrigTit, by whom he was promoted to the command 
of the Jerfey, a fourth rate : in this veflcl he was, in 
the following year, captured by the French. The manner, 
and time of his death are rather doubtful ; fome perfons 
aifertiiig he died while a prifoner in France, during the 
month of September 1691 ; others with equal pofitiv^ 
nefs, though apparently with not fo much truth, infiftin^ 
that he returned to England^ and was fentenced by a court- 
martial, held for the purpofe of enquiring into the lofs of 
this (hip, to be (hot, for " negie^y ill-condu£fy and cowar^ 
dice.'* It is but juiHce to captain Bumpftead's memory, 
to declare we have not been able to find any trace of fuch 
a court-martial having been held ; and that we believe the 
firft account to be undoubtedly the moft corred, although 
the authenticity of a variety of other fads, collected frorri 
the fame manufcript'in \yhich the latter inforfhation is 
given, oblige us to infert it, faving our own veracity, as 
we of right ought, by xht foregoing obfervation. 

DILKES, Sir ThomaSj^ — was appointed fecond lieute- 
nant of the Hamp(hire on the aoth of April 1687; andj 
on the id oi Se£t|fnber 1688, ot th« Henrk«ta. On the 
^' -'-^"-^^ , • ... .8th 
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8th of April 1680, he was promoted to the command of 
the Charles firefhip; in 1692 he was captain of the 
Adventure a fifth rate, ju(l rebuilt and employed as a 
cruifer qn the Iriih ftation* In th^ month of Odober, 
being in contpany with the Rupert, commanded by cap- 
fain Beaumont, they captured two large French privateers, 
one of them carrying twenty-four guns and one hundred 
and eighty-five men, the other eighteen guns and one 
hundred and twenty men. The enemy made a refolute 
defence, U he largeft of them refolutely boarded the 
Adventure; but the fuperior difcipline and condu6l of 
captain Dilkes's people foon prevailed over the rafli valour 
of the afTailants* In Decembej- following he had the good 
fortune to fall in with a very large privateer mounting 
thirty-twQ guns and fix patararoes, commifiioned by the 
late king James. A defperate a&ion enfued and conti* 
niied fix hours, wheh the enemy furrendered, having had 
their captain and twelve men killed^ and twenty wounded. 
In the month of July 1693, he was promoted to the 
command of the Refioration of feventy guns, one of the 
&ips belonging to the main fleet, consequently nothing 
memorable relative to him occurs during the courfe of 
that year. In the year 1694 he was removed into the 
Dunkirk ^ and, in the month of Jvne, being in company 
with the Weymouth, had the good fortune to meet with, 
and capture off Cape Clear, a very large private (hip of 
war, belonging to St. Maloes, mounting fifty- fix guns ; 
the particulars of which aftion arc given at length in the 
life of captain, afterwards fir William Jumper. 

Captain Dilkes continued, during the rem^^inder of tlie 
year, on the Irifli llation ; and by his diligence and at- 
tention, rendefred the moft complete protedlion to com- 
merce, far as the narrow limits of his command could 
poffibly enable him. In 1695 he was captain of the 
Kupert, and in the following year of the Bredah of feyenty 
guns. He was one of the captains in the very un- 
happy expedition to the Weft Indies, in 1697, under the 
command of that brave but truly unfortunate officer, vice- 
admiral Neville. It fell, however, to the lot of captain 
Dilkes to atchieve a fervice, which was nearly the moft 
advantageous of any tSk&td during this unhappy expedir 
tion, this was by capt^rint^ from the enemy a verv fine 
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fhfp, called the Flying Hah, carrying upmrds of forty 
gans and two hnndrcd and fifty men, having on board 
Hear 1 00,000 1. rn fpccie. Kcknefs occalionmc infinitely 
more deyaftatton, both among the officers and then em- 
ployed in this fcrvicc, than the fwbrd of the enemy, 
Mr. Neville and Mr, Mees, the two flag o<licer5, both 
IfeH viftims to it, ^s well as the major part of all the other 
officers. In confequencc of this dreadful mortality the 
chief cortimand of the fqimdron devolved, in the month 
of Augiift 1697, on Mr. Dilker, who arrived in England 
with tlie fqtiadron in the month of Oft, after having under- 
gone -more difficulties, and diArefs than ufualfy fells to the 
ihare even of the mcrfl dangerous, and hazardous of all 
nav^tl enterprifes. 

The peace at Ryfwic being concluded, Mr. Dilkc* 
does not appear to have hri any other commiflioii 
granted him during the reign of king William ; but im- 
mediately on the- acceffion of queen Atine was appointed 
captain of the Somerfet of eighty guns, and fent under ftr 
G. Rooke in the expedition againft Cadiz* Mr. Dilkes 
was appointed to lead the divifion of the commander-in- 
chief, who, when the attack on Vigo took place, removed 
*fS flag into the Somerfet, that he might be the better en- 
abled to fuperintend and fecond the attack. The cir- 
cumftances attending it have already been given. 
. On the ilth of March he. was promoted to be rear- 
admiral of th^ White. In the month rf July, having 
koifted his flag on board the Kent, he was fent with a 
fmall fquadron to deftroy a fleet of merchant- fhips, and' 
their convoy, which were ^t that time laying in Concallc 
bay. He failed on this expedition from Spithead on thfe 
22d, and on the 24th ordered the Nonfuch, ahead of tha 
Iquadron, to procure fome intdBgencc of the enemy 
from AMemey* On the ^5th the rear-admiral himfeu 
flood in for the Cafquets on the fame errand, and at- fix 
e'tlock the fameevening anchored ofFthe S^W.endof Jeri 
fey. From thence he immediately dHpatched captain Cham- 
berlain in the Spy brrgantine, to procure information and 
|$ilots from the governor. He immediately fent two very 
intelligent pcrfons, extremely well acquainted with that 
aoaft, who gave the rear-admirakgitelligence of a fleet of 
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tony Culf wluch bad been fcea on the I5th» endeavouring 
to my to windward, and get iiuo Granville* 

The reiM'-admiral indantly called a council, at 
which the pilots were both prefent. It was refolved 
to get under (ail ioimediatelyy notwtthfta|iding the 
tide was rather agaioft them during the night, and endea-. 
vour to clear the wefiermoft of the Minques rocks, hoping, 
if ihtf fliould be fortunate enough t^ efied it* that they 
might be able to get up with the enemy by d^y-i-Hght. The 
event perfejftly proved the wifdom of this refolution, lor,- 
on the 26th of July at day-break, the enemy was difco* 
vered at anchor about a league to the wedward of Gran- 
ville. They immediately flipped on the approach of the 
Englifh fquadr(H), and ran in for the ihore. The rear- 
atoiral purfued them as far a$ the pilot thou^t it in any 
degree warrantabk to venture* Indeed it would have 
been the height of imprudence to have'ran in any farther, 
as at the time the rear-admiral brought up, he h^ only fpur 
feet water moife than his ih'if drew. 

The enemy's fleet was now foupd to confift of forty- 
fiye merchant-Aips under th^ convoy of three corvettes 
or fmall frigates *. The rearT-admirrJ fent i(i his own 
boats manned and armed, as did all the other (hips of the 
fquadron^ The enemy was attacked with fo much fpirit 
and vigour, that by noon fifteen fail were taken and 
brought off, fix wore burnt, air^ thr^ee funk ; the remain^ 
der got away fo far up a bay between Avranche and mount 
3t* Michael, that both the pilots were of opiniop. the fhips 
could not ftand in near enough to afbrd any protedlion or 
alGdance to the boats. A fecond council waSy however, 
called on the morning of the 27th, in which it was rer 
folved, that a detachment ihpula he formed of the fmallet 
(hips t, to fupport the boats of \he fquadrop, and that the 
attempt (bould be made -^he next morning. This 
was. accordingly carried into execution between ten 
and eleven o'dock, the admiral and all the cau^tains of 
the fquadron going in, to encourage the men. The three 

■ ■ ■ ■ , >■ ■ . " ■ ■ ' I — ■ ■ ' II . 

♦ The Royeure, tl|c Joycufe, and the Vi£iotre. 
• f Thit confifled of ^^e Hc£U>r and Mermaid, two fifth rates ; the 
Spy brigantine, a vcfle) qf ^^ guns taken frpm the cDcmy the day hct 
fore, a|}4 twq fircfliips, 

^ <^3 , ^orvett^ 
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corvettes were firft attacked : the largcft, mounting eigh- 
teen guns, was burnt by the enemy to prevent her falling 
into the hisinds of the Englifh : the fipcond, of fourteen guns> 
was fet on fire by Mr. Paul, firft lieutenant of the Kent, 
who was (hot through the lower jatv while effefting it : 
the third, which mounted only eight guns, was brought 
off. 

Of the m^ rchant-fhips, fevcnteen vere burnt or other- 
wife completely dcftroyed, fo that of ^he whole fleet only 
four efcaped, by getting under the guns of Granville forfj^ 
where it was impoffibje for boats to attack theni. The 
^nemy made feveral attempts to parry this attack, having 
fent feveral large well-arnted fhallops from Granville {of 
that purpofe; but the rear-admiral took the pr<s» 
caution to man a brigantine, and a fmall veflel of eight 
guns, which effefhially protcfted the boats from that 
cjuarter. This ferVice was thought fo highly of by the 
queen, that (he ordered gold modals to \fc ftruck in order 
to perpetuate this event, and difti-Jbuterf thcih tp the ad- 
miral and the principal officers. ' ' ' \ 

The rear-admiral arrived at Plymouth, with hi? prizes, 
on the 3d of Auguft^ but did not long continue in port, 'be- 
ing Tent with a fquadron, confifting of ten (liips of war 
and a fire(hip, to convoy, to a certain latitude, an out- 
ward-bound' fleet of merchant- (hips.' Contrary winds 
obliged him to put info Cork on the i8th of AugufK 
Having failed a (nort time afterwards, aiid' fulfilled the^ firft 
part of his iriftrulftibns, he continued cruinng at the en- 
trance of the Channel till the beginning of the month of 
Oftober, when he again put into Cork^, and was detain- 
ed there, by contrary winds, till'the middle of November^, 
He failed from thence about that time with a very valus^ 
able fleet of Eaft India and Virginia ^(hips, which had 
been obliged, for the famie reafon, to put irttq the fame 
port. He jcorivoyed thejn fafely to England, and in lucky 
time, for he had fcarcely come to ah anchor, at Spithead, 
when that dreadful hurticane canfie on, whibh is ufually 
diftingui(hed by the name of the great Jiorm, and which he 
confequently efcaped the ilU effects of. 

In the beginning of December be came into h^rbouf 

to irefit. This being iaiccomplifhed, he again failed, abou^ 

Chriftmas^ to the weftward with i very fmall fquadron,; 

' . ' confifting 
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coofiQmg of three or four ihjp« only. He had the good 
fortune to capture a very valuable French (hip, home- 
"Ward bound from Martinico, piounting twenty-tour guns, 
which he carried into Plymouth on the 14th of January. 
He was immediately afterwards appointed to command 
one 01 the dlvifions of the main fleet, which was then 
rendezvoufmg at Spithead for the purpofe of convoying 
CharleSj the king of Spain fupported by Britain, to 
Lilbon, He failed accordingly on this iervlc?* under 
the chief command of fir G, Rooke, on the ?3th of Fe- 
bruary, having his flag ftill on board the JCpnt of feventy 
guns. After the arrival qf the fleet at J^ifboui the rear-* 
admiral was fent by fir George, according to form, to 
compliment the king of Portugal, who received him with 
the higheft refpcdl, 

On the 9th of March I7P4> fir G, Rooke failed froni 
Llibon, on a cruife, with luch fhips as w^re in a condition 
fpr immediate feryice, Ilaving, on the next day, receiv- 
ed ^n account, from a Dutch privateer^ that he had the 
flight before (^en thr^ Spanifh fhips of war, and a dogge/^ 
wh}ch he at that time judged to bear fouth from the fleetj^ 
^nd dift^nt not more than ten leagues ; fir George, imr 
mediately on receiving this inforpaation, made fail ; and 
it being imagined by iome perfons on board the headmofl 
jfhips, that they had fight of the enemy iii the evening, thy 
^ear-admiral w^fs ordered to continue the ^h^ce to the 
jbuth-weft, with the Kent and Bcdfprd of feventy gyn« 
each, and the Antelope of fifty, During the next day 
and the foUovifine night it blew fo hard that Mr. Oilkes 
was ynab}e to m^e fail ; but becoming more moderate on 
the 1 2th h^ ggt fight of thf enemy's fhips^ all which he , 
took after fome refiftan^e, They proved to be the Porta 
Coeli, and the Sianta Xherefa, of fixty guns each ; and the 
St. Nicholas, a merchant frigate o^ twenty-four. Thefi? 
fhips were boup4 from St. Scbaftian*« to C^adi^ : t;heir car- 
gods were not only valuable in th^mfeiv^Sj^ but the lofs of 
them w^s p.articularhr confaquential apd c^iftrefllng to th^ 
enemy, a$ they ^onUfled entirely of cannon, bombs,^ and 
military flores. 

Contrary winds prevented the return, of rear-admiral 
Dilkes to L\fbon tiy the 25th of March : and in going 
\(^\Q the riy<ff one of his prizes, the Santa Therefa, was^ 
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trflfortunatchr loft. Sir Qcorgfe having, rrt tt» iftteritbip 
returned to Lisbon, the wholt fleet having been joiffeil !^ 
all its detachments, failed from the Tagus on the tylh df 
April, Its firft atchievemcnt wa? thfc t^pttiii5 of Gibral- 
tar, in 'which fcrvicc, however, Mr, Dilfes -^s upt en- 
gaged. At the Rattle off Malaga, which took place foon 
afterwards, he behave4 with the mmoft gallantry. Several 
bf the fhips belonging to his fquadroh iiili) been ^ngage^ 
in the attack on Qibraltar, where their expenditure elf 
ammunition cauQng a ^reat wj^nt of it in the aftion al- 
luded to, thcjr were obliged, on that accqunt, to quit the 
line. The gallant behaviour pf the rcar-adSrftiral in thia 
^£lion, rendered more perilous by the circutnftance'juJt 
teeritipned, procured hitti the honour of knighth'ppd, o4 
the aid pf Oflobcr, foon after his return to Eijgland. 

On the i8th pf January -1764-5, he was advanced to be 
tcar-adttiiral of the red, and immediately appointed t^ 
command the convoy fent with a fleet iJf meraiant-fhips 
to Lifboh. Havinghoifted his flag on board the Rev'enge, 
' he, 'Med frt>m ^pithead on' the tft of "February;* 
fcut was compelled, by a contrary wind, to put baclf 
Jo Sti Heleps. HeYaiied' again bn the 15th, but didHol 
fucceed in getting to Tea tiil the 18th ; and, aft^r a fuccefT- 
iul paflage, arrived jh the Tagus on the laft day pf j*e- 
bruaiy, where, according to jiis inftruftions, he pu^ 
himfelf under the orders of fir John Leake. The whole 
fleet failed on the 6th of March, ahd on the lofli he 
had a confpibuous 1[hare in "capturing and dejlroyiiig the 
fquadron * that was employed, under thebaron DePoiHti, 
in blocking up Gibraltar by fea, The' fleet irtmecflfaWy 
returned to Lifbon, having left ifir Thomas D^kes, Witji 
5^ fmall fquadron, to cruife off the Burlings. 

Oft the nth of JUne a conCilerable rernforccmetit ar- 
Tived at Liflbon undfer the earl of Peuhiorough' znd nr Ci 
Shovel, who were appointed joint admirals. Sir Thomas 
having returned into port, a general council o^ war was 
called oh the i5tJi, in which h-was'refolvcd to put tb fca 
Vith the whole flefet, at that time confifting of forr^-eighit 
(hips of the line, Englilh and Dutch, i^d to c^ife oe- 
tweeh Cape' Sp'artel and Cidiz, in brSer to prfeverlt,' if 
poflible, the jundion of the Bred and Toulon fquadrdhs, 
' ' . ■>■ '• ■■ ■ I < ' ''„.,'» — • — '■ 1— 

* A particular account of which hat been |ilr«tdy givoo, p. 17B. 
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This rfftlRitipn ^vas carried info execution on the Had j* 
and hoivfftg'cniiffd for fome titnfey according tp the fore-> 
jgoing determinatioii, in the beginning of Au^ft' it |)r0* 
cceded for the Mediterranean, at the exprefs fdicitation of 
king Chsithsy in ordj^r to attempt the redudion of th<$ 
city of fiarcelona. This conqueit befng efiefteid^ fir C^ 
Shtwd and the principal part of the fleet returnted tb 
England in the tnonth of vXlobcr, Campbdl and Le- 
diard both mention Ttr Thotnas as the commander of x 
imall fouadron jn the mo|:^th of Oftober, employed to 
Watch the motions of the weH-knoWn fpunt dc St. Paul^ 
Who waji then hing in Dunkirk. Ledlard mentions this 
circumftance with much doubt, and gives no particulars t; 
jpampbeli ^eaks with rather more c6nfideiice; but is 
certamlytniftaken erther as to the time or tfee name of 
the commander. §ir Thonr^s Dilke$ was, undoubtedly. 
Jit the period given by him, cpming hqme from the M*^ 
fSxterranean with fir ^. Shovclf 

In the year 1706 fir Thomas continue^ to ferve in the 
main fleet under fir C. Shovel. In the European feaa 
there was no'oppoftunity of eflefting any thing ; and, 
6wing tp a yarietv of delays, it did ' not fail for 

J.ifbbn, and the Mediterranean, where it was at laft 
eftined, till the ift of Oftober. It was in all probabi- 
Ii|;y at tjiis tihie (Oftober 1706) that, fir Thomas was 
employed in tiie blockade of Bunkirk, as we have already 
related, for ht did not fail with fir Cloudefley, being left 
pehihd ip order to convoy to Lifbon a fleet of merchant- 
i(hjp5 and trah|ports,ivithftores and ammunition deftioed 
for the next campaign, ffedld- not Tail from Spitheat* 
till the 31ft of December, and wa$ even then obliged to put 
pack. He ^fterwards attempted to beat down Channel 
with'a contfiary wind ; but was obliged ^t laft to put ittti^ 
Tbrbay, from whence he failed on the i^th of Januarys 
9md, m e eti ng with very bad wether, did not reach Liiboa 
till the 20th of February. > The fleet failed fr^m jthcnce 



* Campbell informs us that the coant ic St. Paul was killed dur- 
ing this croife ib attacking the BaUk:*fl^t ttid its convoy. The au- 
thor of the Columna I^oftrata on'tbe oih'^lnmd aflerts, the count de 
it. Paul to have been flain in the aflioh 'it^ttW commodore Wyld and 
fbe Ltibon convoy in the m«&th of May 1797. 

the 
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the beginning of May. The principal and, indeed, onljp 
enterprize it undertook i was the attack of Toulon, which, 
as it IS too well known, prcfved unfuccefsfuK 

When the army, under the duke of Savoy, was about 
to return to Italy, fir Thomas was appoint^df to gommand 
the detachment of the iket which was to cover hh march. 
The previous difpolitions being made on the loth of Au* 
guft, the fliips ot war warped in as clofe to the town as 
poilible; and five bomb-ketches, fupported. by a number 
of light frigates, and the boats of the fleet, ran into 
the creek of Fort St. Louis ; from whence, notwithftand^ 
ing a tremendous fire on the part of the eneinv, they con^* 
tinned to bombard the town and harbour n-om twelve 
o'clock at noon, on that day, till five "the ne^t mo^niyg, 
and with no inconfiderable fuccefs : but the ^nemy ha4 
by that time brought fo many guns and mortals to be^r OA 
the afTailants, that they were compelled to retire. 

Independent of the fervice rendered by this (pirited at^ 
tack which fecurd the retreat of the duke of oavoy, the 
town was confidenibly injured, the principal magazine of 
cordage fet on fire, and eight fhips of the line either de-t 
ftroyea or ren<iered totally unfit for fervice *. Sir ^lou* 
defley, 'who returned to England immediately after th^ 
iiege was ir^ifed, feft fir Thomas Dilkes as commander-^ 
in-chief in the Mediterranean with thirteen fh}ps of war, 
nine of which were of the line. With this fquadron he 
failed from Gibraltar on the 5th of OSober, intending tq 
have efcorted a conyoy of troops and provifions from Italy 
to Catstlonia. Whjle on his paflagc he received fevera| 
cxpreiTes frofn king Charles, all requeuing him to repair 
to Ba^'celona with his fquadron, he (the king) having mat* 
fers of much impoj(:tance to communicate to him. .Th« 
^idmiral, unable to refifl to powerful a fplicitatioiti| conv^ 
plied with his requefl. 

* Thcfe were, The Triumphant of 92 gun^. 
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• The points prcffed by the king at his conference "with 
fir Thomas were, that he Ihould attempt the conqueft of 
Sardinia, and attend principally to the defence of 4ke coaft 
of Catalonia. Thefe being quite foreign to the t nftrtic- 
tions the rear*adiniral iiad received, he was under a ne-* 
ceflity of refufing his compliance; which he did in fo 
proper, and at the fam? time fo forcible a manner, that 
the king was neither ofi^nded at his refufal, nor ventured 
again to repeat his improper requeft. The adrpiral failed 
from Barcelona on the 2d of November, intending to carry 
his former intention into execution, by repairing imme- 
diately to Italy for the troops. Contrary winds, and con- 
tinued ftorms {H'^vented his reaching Leghorn till the 
19th; and even after he had anchored there he encbun- 
lered fo dreadful a gale of wind, that almoJft every ihip in 
his i<|uadron fudained forae damage from tt, 

A new difficulty now prefented itfelf> and of a very 
difagreeable and delicate nature. The court of Tufcany 
had, for fome time, been in the habit of paying very ex* 
traordinary honours to fuch French flags as entered that 
poet ; fir Thomas being informed of this, and piqued at 
the partial preference, demanded, on his arrival, a falutQ 
of (eVentecn guns, which was refufed him* He then 
spiritedly complained to the queen^s miniiler at the grand 
c^uke's court; who was anfwered^ by the fecretary of (late* 
f* Thi^t the caftle of Leghorn never fainted aijy flag under 
the degree of a yice-admiral ; and therefore flr T. Dilkes, 
being a rear-admiral only, had no right to expert it. As 
to the number of guns that iir Cloudefley Shovel was 
content with was eleven, and returned the fame number/' 
In all public difputes there is no argument fo prevalent as 
precedent or former ufyage; fu that the matter, thus ex^ 
plained, was immediately adjufted. 

As a proof oi perfinal refpeSf to the rear-admiraJj he was 
invited on fhore to a public dinner on the ift of Decem- 
ber; but this mark of Italian complaifance coft him his 
life : a viplentyk;^r enfued, of which he unhappily died 
on the f ith of the fame month. There are many perfons 
who infift, that the death of this very worthy commander 
was oiicafiqned by poifon, adminiftered to him at the en* 
fertainmetit abbve-iiientioned, as a warning to all future 
£ng(i(h commander^ who fliould enter llxat port, not t$ 

com flam 
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mmfimH if At c$ntUSf (f thf Ti^can C9urt. Ctrtain itis, 
iaytCao^pbell, the ftamen always looked upon the adniindb 
as a mavtyr to the hoooor of bis country. He was in- 
terred wtffa moch felcnmty, on the 14th of the fame 
mondi, m the bnriai-grottiid of the Britiih, without tho 
city, adi the ihips of the £]iiadron firing minute-gum^ 
during the ceremoiiy. 

He married lady Mary Boyle» relid of Henry Boyle of 
Caftie Martyr, in the kingdom of Ireland, efq; and thjrd 
daughter of Murrough Obrieny firft earl of lochiquint 
By her he left two fims, Michael Obrien Dilkes, who died 
in the year 1774^ a lieutenant-general ; and WiHiam, who 
afterwards became a captain in the navy, of whom her^f 
after. 

As for the chacader of this brave and unfortunate man 
we find mudi to appland and nothing to cenfUre: he 
appears to have .always maintained the name of n Britifii 
commander in its genuine luftre. The (lave of no faCf 
tion, he became not4fhd fubjei^ ofabufeeven to tbemoft 
violent men of party : and if his name paiTed unregarcled, 
or unnoticed, it was not that he was the lefs refpeSable, 
but that there was found the lefs to blame in him. The 
liefped of thofe who were his fuperiors in command he 
always pofleifed : the fervice on wnich he was ordered, hv 
conftantly did his utmoft to accomplifli. He never objed^ 
to any thing condftent with his duty ; nor was ever knqwn 
to wantonly arraign the condud ot another, becaufe, per* 
haps, he might differ from him in opinion, jn fine, ha 
died lamented by all, and difpraifed by none. 

EVERY, Sir John,-^was the 2d fon of fir Henry Every, 
of E^ngton, in the county of Derby, Wonet ; and Vere« 
eldeft daughter of £r Henry Herbert, knight, mailer of 
the revels to king Charles the Firft. He, was appointed 
lecond lieutenant of the Charles galley en the 6th of July 
1686 \ and, on the 3d of September v6%% iof the.Moft^ 
tiq^ue* On the a7th of November following he was pro-» 
moted, by lord Dartmouth, to be firft lieuienant of^the 
Edgar; and, on the i6th of June 1689.^ to the icom-* 
mand of the Kingsfiiher. He is faid xp have b^eQ 
afterwards captain of feveral capital fbips of vyar, parr 
ticularly of the Neptune, and the Vidory, ufyler thf 
ford Berkdey: alfo jof the Queen, a firft rate of on^ 
himdred guns. A^ter having leryedi du^-in^ ^ confider* 

able 
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«fcle part of the reign of king William, with itifini^e 
credit to himfelf, he retired from the fervice^ flicceed« 
ing, on the death of his dder brother, fir Henry Every, 
without iflbe male, to the titk and eftate. He married, 
firft, Martha, daughter qf John, lord Haveriham; and, 
Secondly, Dorothy, daughter of Godfrey Meynell, of 
Bradley, in the county of Derby, efq. H^ died on the ill 
of July 1729, leaving no iffuc by cither. 

GILLAM, Thomas, — was appointed liwitenant «f 
the Ruby on the 6th of September 1688. On the 25th 
of March 1689, he was promoted to the command of the 
Greyhound; and, foon altcrwards, to that of the Chefter. 
This veflel was ftationed by admiral Ruflel, in the year 
1692, as one of the look-out frigates ahead of the grand 
fleet. Captain Gillam had the happincfs of firft getting 
fight of the French fleet under Tourville ; and thus con-^ 
tribtiting, by his aAivity and good fortune, to the glorious 
vifiory which enfued* Thefe were rewarded immedi* 
ately afterwards, by his promotion to the St. Alban's; iit 
which (hip he was fent to Newfoundland, with the Bon- 
adventure, Mary galley, and Spy fircfliip* They took 
feveral prizes off that coaft ; and on their return to Eng- 
land, in the month of Oftober following, encountered a 
violent gale of wind at the entrance^ of the Britifh Chan- 
nel ; in which, however, all of them had the good fortune 
to tfcape any difafter. Captain Gillam foon afterward* 
experienced a very untimely end. In the month of 
December 16^3, he was fent to cruife off the coaft of 
Ireland ; and coming to an anchor at the entrance of 
Kinfale harbour, went aftiore there in his pinnace, ac- 
companied by captain Hailes of the Virgins Prize^ 
The wind foon after freftiened confiderably, and what was 
ftiU more grievous, blew direSly in ftiore. Capt. Gilfarm 
being exceedingly anxious to return to his (hip, difregarded 
the apparent danger of the attempt : his boat with the 
utmoft difficulty reached the fliip ; but the fea running 
very high, it was immediately ftained againft the bow, and 
both capt. Hailes and himfelf were unfortunately drowned, 
together with eleven of the boat's crew, two ot them only 
, cfcaping. The ftpnn ftlll continuingtoincreafe, the fliip 
itfeif was blown from its anchors and driven on a rock, near 
the point of a place called Sandy Cove, where it wa^ 

totally 
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totally loft J the crew, one or two only' excepted^ fortu- 
nately preferving their lives* 

GO THER^ JameSf— was appointed firft lieutenant of 
the Elizabeth on the si6th of Odober 1688 ; on the 3d o£ 
May 1689, he was promoted to be captain of the Fire* 
drake bomb ; and foon afterwards of the Woolwich, a 
fourth rate of fifty-four giins* He commanded this Ihip 
at the battle off Beachy Head, where he tehaved with 
much gallantry* After the battle off La Hogue, where he 
was alS) preient^ but in what fhip we have Seen unable to 
difcover, he was promoted to the Royal Catherine^ a 
fecond rate ; in which fhip we find him ftationed, during 
the year 1693, as one of the feconds to rear-admir:^) 
Aylmer, and afterwards to rear-admiral Neville. He 
continued in the fame conimand till the time of his deaths 
which happened on the oth of November 1696 ; and was 
always flationed in the fine as (econd to fbme flag-ofiicer ; 
fo that the compulfirevinafiivity of the fleet, in confe- 
quence of the extreme caution of the enemy^ prevetits us 
from adding any thing to what we have already related. 

GOOD, Edward. — The fitft information we have 
been able to coUedl relative to this gentleman^ is, his be* 
ing appointed commander of the Kent, of fevcnty guns# 
on the 6th of June 1689. He moft probably continued 
captain of this vefTcl two or three years i but, in 1693, he 
commanded the Boyne of eighty guns^ a fhip in which he 
c?bntinued during the remainder of the war. We find 
him commanding a fhip after the peace at Ryfvvic, and 
inoft probably was employed during the whole of 
king William's reign, as we find him in commiflion as 
late skS the year 1699. "^^^ name of the fhip we have 
been unable to afcertain* We cannot inveiligate the 
particular command he held after the acceflion of 
queen Anne. He certainly, however, coniinanded 
a fhip of the line, and was one of the members of the 
couft-martial held on board the Queen, at Spithead, on 
the 13th of July 1702, for the trial of iir John Miinden. 

la the year 1703 he retired altogether from the fervice 
with a penfion of 182I. 10 s. a year, which he enjoyed till 
his deatn, which happened on the 19th of February 17 10. 

GREENHILL, David, — was appointed commander 
of the Cadiz Merchant firefliif on t)ie 5;^ of March 

1689. 
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1689. In the year 1693 'he was captain of the Eaglet 
ketch, at that time on the New EngUnd daticin. Whik 
employed in this fervice he is laid to juive committed 
fome mifdemeanour, for which he was fentenced, by a 
court-martial, to forfeit twelve months pay^ and degraded 
from his rank of ^ommander, he was ordered to ferve in a 
private (lation as a volunteer on board the fleet. We hav« 
been able to coiled nothing farther relative to him till the 
year 1702, except that we believe him to have commanded 
fome ihips of war during the peace. We find him in 
that yr^ar one of the captains compofmg the court-martial 
held on fir John Munden ; a very fufHcient proof that, if 
he had been degraded, he was afterwards reftored. On 
the 27th of January 1702-3, he was appointed mafler-i- 
attendant at Woolwich, an office he is fuppbfed to hava / 
retained till his death, which happened in the year 171^. 

N, B. A Mr. Greenhill, moft probably a brother pf 
this gentleman^ appears to have been a commiflion^r of 
the navy, 'at different ports, from the year 1695, to tbc 
year 1708. 

HARMAN, William, — was appointed lieutenant of 
the NewcafUe on the 26th of September 1688. He was 
promoted to the command of the Sophia firelhip on the 
loth of May 1689. In 1693 he was made captain 
of the Mermaid of thirty-two guns, one of the (hips fent 
to the Wefl Indies, in that year, under the command of 
fir Francis Wheeler, who promoted him, after his arrival 
there, to be attain of the Advice, a fourth rate. Jn thd 
year 1694 he was detached to Jamaica, where he was or- 
dered, by fir William Prefton, the governor, to proceed^ 
with the Hampfhire and Experiment, to Hifpaniola,' for 
the purpofe of diftreffing the enemy, by the dellruftion oi 
fome of their fea-port towns on that coaft. Captain 
Harman unfortunately received a wound in the attack of 
the town of Leogane, of which he died a few days after- 
wards. «- 

HAUGHTON, Henry, — was appointed fecond lieu- 
tenant of the Kingsfifher on the 4th of July 1686; on the 
24th of May 1688, of the Referve : and, on the ^3d of 
Auguft following, of the Advice. On the 13th of June 
1689, he was promoted to the command of the Bxidpl; 
^nd continued gradually advancing in the fervice, fo tliat 
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in the year 1693 he comms^ed the Devovflhiri of ^^tjr 
Kuns, one of die (hips belonging to the nuin fleet. Wmd 
IcK^d Berkeley, after the death of fir John Aibbj^ took the 
command of this fquadron, captain JHaui^hton was (latidd* 
ed in the line as one of his fecohds. In the year 1696 - 
he commanded the Shrevibttry, a ihip^of the fame fbrce^ 
•lid employed conftantiy in the fame line of ieirtce, till 
the peace at Ryfwic t after which he was appointed to 
anoAerihip of the iincy with whdfe name we are miac- 
<|uainted« At the cofipmencemelit of the war with 
France, in 1702^ he was made cabtaiA cf the Bedford of 
fev^ity gun$^ and failed as one ot the feconds ib fir G^ 
H^oke in the expedition againflCadix* On hill xetum from 
thence he • was promoted to t|us Barfleiuri a fecond 
'fate, a^ fueceflbr to captain Boketiham f a flation and 
•command^ iti which he died in the courfe of the year 

HEATH^ irhomat,*^wa« a})pointed ca|ttain of the 
■Owness Love, a fii^fhip, on the ^d c^ April I689. He 
continued commander of a fireihip till the battle off La 
Hogue, where he diilinguifhed himfelf exceedingly^ and 
^had an opportunity <^ rendering a very memorsdble fer-^ 
vice to his country, by the deftm&ion of the Royal Sai^^ 
motifieur Tourville's flag (hip *. He was immediately 
afterwards protxK>ted to die command of the Chefier, of^ 
forty-twoguns; and in the following year fent, tmder thef 
orders of fir Fjancis Wheeler, to the W eft Indies, wherc^ 
very foot* after his arrival, he unhappiiy fell a vifitim to 
tbexlimate, at that time XPtOtc deftrud:ive than the fwopd 
of the enemy. He died on the 9th oi June 1693. 

HICKS, Jafper,— ^was, on the 30th of May 1689, ap* 
. pointed commander pf the Archangel. His progrcfs in 
the navy was but flow, and we fuppofe him to have been 
for a long time unempteyed. , In 1693 he was captain of 
the ICingsfifber, a fourth rate of forty-fix guns, a veQel 
he continued to command duping the remainder of the 
war f . After the peace at Ryfwiche does ncrt appear to 

• " Captain Heath burocToarvUIe^s fliip, which was mo(t difficull,^* 

^ He was employed principally as a cruiler> in which fervice he 
'^et with fomr uiccdip. 

have 
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'- have l?ecn' employed ; nor, indeed, till feme time after Ae 
acceflioh of queen Ahne^ Iii the year 1704 wfe find'hiiti 
cohiniander of the Yarmouth, one of the fleet lent to the 
Strieights liiider the command of fir Geo. RocJc'e, an e'X- 
peditidh ever memorable for one of tHe nioft fighal and 
fohunate events that grace the naval hiftory of Brhain. 
This was thd capture of Gibraltar ;"iH which fervice cap- 
tain. Hicks bore a very diftinguifhed part. A detachment 
of fliips were put under his commandj on the 22d of JulV 
1764, with orters to attack the South Mole Head. The 
wirid'being ofFfhore, it was a talk of no fmall difficulty to* 
work the fhips in, and place them to the beft advantage. 
This, however, being at laft effefted, the cannonade com- 
Inenced at day-break on the 23d, and was continued with 
fuch fury, that it was computed upwards of fifteen thou- 
(khd fhbt were expended, in about (ix hours time, againft' 
thj3 town and its defences : fo that the enemy were driven 
almoft every where from their guns, but more particu- 
hrfl/from thbfe niounted near' the Mole Hedd^ the imtne^ 
diate obje<9: of captain Hicks's attack. 
..Th'e'cpnfufion of the enemy being apparent, captairf 
Whifaker was ordered to land, with a large body or fea^' 
Etlen and trooprs who had been previoufly collefied for thai 
fijirpofe, an'd embarked in a divifion of boats belonging tci 
the-flpet ;.but, eYe h(^ cbuld' execute thefe orders, captain' 
HicKs, fuftained by captain Jumper, who lay with theii' 
Ihips neareft to the (hore *, puflied forward in their own 
pinnaces, and a few other boats, manned and armed, antf 
poflefled'thcmfelves'of the great platform;; from\ vrhfch 
the enemy wai unable to diflodge them, though they rpfun|^ 
a' nSine, which- blew'up tWo lieutenants" and killed anq 
vj^ounded' neia'r' an hundred, nien. Captain Whit^ker 
aftei-wards landing and fupporting them completed theif 
fuccfefs. This almoft unparalleled afk of gallantry wa^ 
rewafded\ by the furrendcr of a fortrefs, which has fincp 
Hd 'd^fiahce to reiterated attacks of thq moft violent kmd^ 
to tlie combined affaults of fleets and armies,* headed by 
generals and canmanders of the higheft reputation, aided 
by every tetrific war-like invention, military ingenuity, 

afid *the rage of a difappointed enemy could fuggelL" ^ 

^ " ' " ■ ■ I * — ■ I ■ ■■ I - iii» I « 11 ■ 11 < 

/ * Dfinkjvsttcr's Hiftory of the 5Jcge of Gibrahar, page 9. 
Vol. li. R ' Thefe 
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•' Thcfe are ever-verdant laurels which will always en- 
circle the memories of the bold and fortunate aflailants, 
and which time itfelf will not caufe to wither, or the de- 
ftruftive blafts of calumny even to fade. That nation! 
which laments its lofs may confole itfelf with the refleftion 
of having defended it honourably, and attacked it bravely^ 
and confider that it is as little wonderful, the fame national 
fpirit which is once able to conquer, fhould, in after times,' 
ftimtilate fuccefsfully, to defend. 

At the battle of Malaga, which took place foon after 
'this event, captain Hicks behaved with his ufual fpiriti 
iiotwithftanding his (hip was one of thofe lead capable oJF 
fuftaining fuch an encounter, from the enormous expen- 
diture of ammunition in the late attack, which compelled 
feveral fhips of the combined fleet;, who had been engaged in 
itjtoquit the line before thp conclufion of the a6tion,in order 
to receive afupply from fomeof -the frigates, or fuch fliips 
as were able to afford it them. After this time we meet 
with nothing memorable relative to captain Hicks till the 
year 1707, at which time the chief command of the fqua^ 
^ror>, left in the Mediterranean by fir Cloudefley Shovel, 
devolved upon him, in confequence of the death of fir TJ 
Dilkes", at Leghorn. , He failed from thence immediately 
for Vado, where, having taken on board a body of troops 
deftined for Catalonia, he convoyed them thither, and 
then proceeded to Lifbon*. He there refitted his iqua- 

dron, 

* His -condu6l on this occafion gave much offence to Cliafles the 
Third, who, without making the fmalleft alio^A^ance for the condition 
of captain Hicks's fquadron, or the orders which he wasunder froqt 
his own court, thought proper to break out into a moft violent and 
iinfounded charge or criminality againft him, in a letter to fir John 
Leake. That the reader may draw his own conclufions, we infert the 
following' Iranflated exti aft from his piajefiy*s vtry curious epiftle. 

** Captain Hicks, who, after the death of vice- admiral Dilkes, had 
the command, as eldeft of the fquadron, notwithftanding the wind was 
moft favourable for Sardinia, made the bcft'of his way tor Barcelona, 
where being avrived, with part of the fleet and of the troops, leaving 
the refi behind^ he returned to Lifbon ; whereby he has left my 
p£RbON, this principality, and the arroy expofed to the gFcateft ex** 
iremitles and dangers they ever were threatened with, having no-regard 
to the lively reprefentatiom and protejlations which were made to himjrom 
"me, and atl the mini dry and generals which are at my court, to pcr« 
r^xade hiiB to go 10 Sardinia, and from thence to Italy, to embark the 

Imperial 
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dcori, M^hich confifled of fourteen fliips of the linei befldes 
frigates and boniJb-veffels, in the beft manner circum-* 
fta^ces would permit . him, and waited for the arrival 
x)f . r\T John Leake, who was on his paflagc thither from 
England in order to take the command. Sir John Leake 
entered the Tagus on the. 27th of March ; and, on the 
3iftf prdered captain Hicks, who then commanded the 
Warfpight, to take under his orders the Rupert, 
Tritottj 4hd a Dutch (hip of the line, and convoy the 
^Weft India and Newfoundland t^ade one hundred leagues. 
He, was jjiftrufted to proceed afterwards for the ifland of 
Terceras, where . he was Jo join four Portuguefe fliips 
^vhich werer^ationed there to wait for the Brazil fleet, 
JHe was, to attend theni to Liibon^ and from thence was to 
return t<i England with fuch merchant-fliips as fhould be 
ready to accompany him. After this time the name of 
captain Hicks does not occur as having held anycommahd. 
He is faid to have been killed in the year 1714 ; but the 
particular circumftances relative to his death we have not 
peen able to difcover. 

. This brave and worthy man appears to have been one • 
of thofe charafters who pafs through life, as it were, ia 
iileni::e,.wfehout attrafting the attention or notice of their 
contemporaries, and whofe beft fervices are treated 
with . a* cold rjegle^ j indifference, and ingratitude. The 
page of hiftory, and the annals or records of that fervice 
with wKich he was conne&ed, are equally filent relative 
to him^ In point of rank he was ienior to fome who 
attained, oven during his life, elevated commands, in 
which they acquired, perhaps, lefs honour than^he himfelf 

Imperial an'd Palatine horfe, which are at the fea-fide for that purpofe. 
I mall not enlarge upon feveral drcumftances which fliew but tod 
evidently tht irr^ular condu£l of this captain commandant -, nor upon 
the unhappy confcquences which are to be apprehended to the very 
jgreat prejudice and difadvantage of the common caufe, &c." 

It appears as if<he fears of his Catholic raajefty fo totally occupied 
iis mind, that every circunifta^ce which did not in fome degree tend 
ioaflay them, 6reated fome new parox'yfm. It is, however, needlefi 
<o fay more, in jufiification of catkin Hicks, trhan that his fquadroA 
.was totally out of Condition for fervice, and that neceflity compelled 
that condu^i.frem which no prudent or honeft commander* would have 
Ifweived. 

Ra. - did 
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Hd in his pmate ftation. Withott friends^ wlthcxit inf^ 
reft» withnmt enviotis ambition, * he frequently fcrvecfy 
v^ithout munhuiring, under adhiirals whoin, had thejr 
continued in the rank of private captains, he muft^ ac- 
cording to the rule of the iervide, have himfelf ccHn^ 
minded« This condu£l: fhould'raife him to a lank 
among thofe great and truly psittiotic chara^lers, who, 
in* alr^ges, hive/ at times, forgotfet the ingis^itud^ 
of individaal^ the negle£l x>f thofe v^lio oiig^t to ha^ 
been their jifotedors, and th^r Own {Private advamaj|^ 
when put m competition with tl^ love and welfare of 
their country. Hi^cbntinUance in' fervice under the ciV 
cumftahces he did, is not to be cdniidered as a derogation 
from the charader of a brave and fpinterf commaAddr, 
bnt as the contempt of a meri t\xti&i\ioy vii\ich his beetv, 
in other iiUftancefs, loo often infifted on to the manifeft in.^ 
fui^ of the ftate. Such we have Teen his public' fpirit, in 
the civil line of his ]pfofefli6n; in his military capa- 
city, his bravery, which vri have'toO faintly and weakfe- 
ftated^ as exhibited at Gibraltar, cannot ^ace him'too hign 
- in the eftecm of every hiftbriari^ cveiy lOver of true gal- 
lantry, and every honeft mail, ^ "" . ■ •' 
JENNINGS^ Thonaas; — was appointed firil* lieute- 
nant of the Pendennis on the 30th of' September 1688.^ 
He was promoted tb the <^6mmand of the Alexander fire- 
fhjp on thex29th of May 1689,' In 1693 he was captain 
of the Viftory, the fliip bn board "wliich fir John AfhbJ- 
hoifled his flag as admiral of ^the blue fquadron. In 1695 
he conlmanded the Shrewfbury„ Imder lord Berkeley, ad- 
miral of the blufe fquadroh, ^ndenfiployed, at that time^ 
in the bombardment and attack of the F]:eiich.pof ts.. In 
the fame year he vi^as afterwards proijf^ted to theJLfOn4on^ 
a ffrft rate. In 1696 he ferve^ as fecpnd capta^in of tb^ 
Britannia^ firfi: under fir G*^ R6oke, and afterwards loid 
Berkeley. After the peace at Ryfwic had taken place be 
ftill contitiued in coramiffibci. Early in the year 1701. he 
was appbihted mafter-attendant at Woolwich , yarc| ;, aa 
office at that time fometimes held by.captains in the aavy/. 
He was very foon fucceeded by captain lulward Whita^cr ;, 
and, in the year 1703, retired from this line of naval ferw 
vice,, on being appoitited a cotnmiflidniEX of the viftiuinhg- 
^iBce* This flation he quitted in the following ye^f^on 
3 . \ being 
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being promoted to the office of comptroller ofthe accounts 
of the ftore-keepers of the navy. He retired altogether, 
from what may be called public life, in the year X7149 
with a penfion pf 250 1. a year, which he enjoyed till the 
time of his death,,on the 26th of Odober 1723. 

JENNINGS, Sir Johij, — waji appointed lieutenant of 
the Pearl on the '12th of May 1^87 ; on th^.27th of Au- 
^ufl 1688, of the St. pavid: and, on the 22d of J^eo^mr 
ber following, of the Swallow ; the lad . by commiilioB 
/rom lord Dartmouth. > On the i6th of •November 1689, 
he was advanced to the cornmand of the St^ I^aul fiiteflup^ 
a ftation from which he, was very .Ibon afterwards pw^^ 
moted, but to what fhip is «ot pofitively known- In 
1690 he was captain of the Experiment, ofvthirty-twp. 
guns, at that time employed as a cruising (hip off tHe coaft' 
.of Ireland, where he met witji confiderable fucccfs, haVI- 
jng had the good fprn^ne ,to intercept a number of.fnaall 
veflels employed in the trapfporta^iQA of troops and .aQ>- 
muflition for the fervice of the exiled king's army in that 

conntrjr., . ~ . , . . . . ^ t. . . 

In i(^3 he w^s made.captain crfthe Viftory under fit; 

,john Afliby. He. remained in this Oiip ^a very flioct 
time ; and afterwards commanded the Winchefter of fixly 
gun;5, one of the (hips attached to the, main fleet ; but was, 
in the month of July,, removed into the Mary, a ihip of 
^he fami^ force and rate; and emplpyed alfo in the lame 
line of lervice, accompanying admiral RuiTel on his expo*- 
^tic^n to the Mediterranean. He continued .to command 
this fliip till the year 1696, when he wa^ made captain:of 
the Chlchefter, of eighty guns. In the ^onth of. Ja- 
nuary following he commanded the Plymouth, at that time 
employed as a cruifing Ihip., Oh the 27th he fell in .with 
and captured^ after a longchace, a very fine privateer be- 
longing to St. Maloes, called the Concord, pierced for 
twenty-two guns; but, at the timeihf; was taken, mount* 
ing only fourteen. His good fortune did not end here, 
for, on the ^th of February, having at that time the Rye 

, frigate in company, he difcovered, about eight o'clock jn 
the morning, three (hips (landing towards him. , He fuf- 
fered two of them to run within giin-(hot of him before 
he. pretended to obferve them: .finding the Plymouth, on 

' their ne^^ approach,, to be 9. (hip of war, they bore away 
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with all the foil they could croud. Captain Jennings, in 
his'turn, purfued them, and in about an hour's time gdt 
nearly along-fide of the- largeit. The enemy being in 
confufion, threw their (hip up into the wind ; by which ac- 
cident they loft their niain-maft, and fore-top-maft : and' 
on captain Jennings's firing a fingle gun at them, ftruck 
their colours. The prize was called the New Cherburg, 
built purpofely, afMarfeilles, for a cruifer, and mounting 
thirty-fix gutis. 

The Rye coming up foon afterwards, captain Jennings 
left that fllip to take care of the prize, and with his utmoft 
expedition made after the confort. He came up with her 
-about one o'clock.^ Her captain was a perfon of fome 
confequence, and endued with a bravery, encreafed by 
defpair, to a pitch bordering almoft on romantic. Find- 
ing all farther attenipts to efcape would be vain, he refo- 
Jutely brought to, and engaged the Plymouth for the fpacfe 
of three hours : nor did he at laft furrender, till thirty- 
three of his people were either killed or wounded. This 
fecond prize was called the Dolphin, a privateer belong- 
ing to St. Maloc's, mounting only twenty-eight guns/ but 
manned with a chofen crew, confifting of one hundred 
and ninety. fix men. 

Captain Jennings loft no longer time than was necefl 
fary to convoy his prizes into port. Sailing immediately 
with his old confort, the Rye, he met with the Severn 
man of war, which was at that time employed alfo'on the 
cruifing fervice. They all three flood over to the coaft 
of France ; and, on the 25th of the fame month, got fight 
of a French convoy of twelve fhips, laden with wine from 
Bourdeaux. The Plymouth out^failing her companions, 
foon came up with the fternmoft of the merchant-fhips, 
which captain Jennings left to ht fecured by the Rye and 
Severn. He himfelf purfued the convoy, which confifted 
of two fmall priva^te fhips of war belonging to Dunkirk, 
one mounting twelve the other eight guns. The latter 
captain Jennings captured, as he afterwards did two of 
the merchant-ihips ; his conforts taking four more. 

The peace at Ryfwic taking place in a few months 
after this time, we meet with nothing memorable relative 
to this excelfent commander till after the acceflion of 
queen Aone. Ha continued to be employed during the 

greateft 
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greateft part> if not the whole of king William's reign. 
But the time of peace, as we have already frequently tiakcn* 
occafion to remark, affording very few interefting parti-' 
culars for the memoirs of the greateft charafters m his 
line of life, this breach in our narrative is the lefs to be* 
Wondered at, though we have not jbeen able to give even, 
the name of the fhip or fhips he commanded during this 
period. 

On the recommencement of the war with France, in 
1 702, he was appointed to command the Kent, of feventy ! 
guns, and failed foon afterwards, under fir G. Rooke, on^ 
the expedition againft Cadiz. At the attack on Vigo he' 
aflifted as one of the feconds to vice-admiral Hopfon, who 
led the aflault with his divifion. After his return he was' 
promoted to the St. George, a fecond rate of ninety-fix^ 
guns. In this ftation he accompanied fir C. Shovel, in 
the year 1703, on his fruitlefs voyage to the Mediterra*-* 
liean, for tne relief of the Cevenois. During the next year 
(1704) he ftill continued captain of the fame fhip, and was 
prefent, under fir G. Rooke, at the capture of Gibraltar, 
and the battle off Malaga, in which lafl he was ftationed as 
one of the feconds to the commander-in-chief. His 
conduft and gallantry, on this occafion, were fo remark-' 
ably confpicuous and praife-worthy *, that, on the 9th of 
OCTober following, he received the honour of knighdiood, 
as an exprefs reward for the fervice he rendered in' that' 
encounter. 

On the 24th of January 1704-5, he was promoted to 
be rear-admiral of the blue; and being appointed to com- 
mand in that fiation, under fir C. Shovel, joint-admiral 
of the main fleet, with the ^arl of Peterbbrohgh, was 
ordered t, as it is faid by Lediard, to collect the (hips of 
war at Spithead, previous to Shovers arrival. This, 
although it is a circumftance almoft too trivial to merit 
difpute,- we are inclined to difbelieve, as w^ find, in the 

* Hj5 had forty-fiv£ men killc/d and iwicty-tbrecwoqpded. In the 
account given, published by authority, of this battle, it is particularly 
laid, ** (everal fliips of ibe admiral's, rear-adn^iral Byng's, and fear* 
admiral DiJkc$*s diviCons being forced to go out pf the line for want 
of ihot, ihe battle fell very heavy on the admiral's own fhip> the §t. 
George, and the Shrewftury/' 

f On tb^ ^th of Aprii. ' > 

R4 Gazette, 
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Gazette, Ho. 4122, that fir John, in all probability, ha4 
no flag hoiftcd till the 13th of May, at wh'icb time iie 
accompanied' admiral Shovel to Portlmodth, and impiedi- 
ately repaired on board the Royal Anne. He appears tp 
have failed, with a ftrone detachment of the fleet, under 
t|ic command of vice-admiral fir George ?yng, a few^ dayf 
before fir Cloudefley, with the remainder, was ready fox 
(ea» The chief objeft of the cruife was to reconnojtrj^ 
t|)e harbour of frefi, in order to difcover whether ^ 
cnerpy ha4 ?ny fquadron in that port ready for fea, 
^avinj^ received information that the French had eigh- 
teen' fliips of the line there, completely equipped, tbelif 
qonanianders repaired to the rendezvous affigned them, 
yherc they yvere joine4 by fir pioudefley ^hoyej ojf t|ic 
2j\h of IW^av. 

A council of war was immediately held, in whicji U 
was determined, that, fir p. Pyng, and fir J. Jfennjpgs, 
^lould be left behind, with twelve ftiips of the line, ^ 
frigate, and a firefhip, to watch the motions of xhc^nevf^^ 
A difcre^johary power was yefted in (ir George pit^ef \o^ 
^ft?atch rear-admiral J[enning\s after the fleet, tp thf ^ay c^ 
"^^res, or to retain him in foundings, according ^9 thj 
intelligence he miglijt afterwards receive relative fo (|\fj 
tnotiOBS of the ^nemy. It was thought moft orucjf pt: %o 
adopt the }a|ter nieafure, and fir John removed his flfg into 
t)ie Mary, a third rate. But the French fhips continuing 
in port, we do not meet with any thing more remarkabje 
Benormcd by this fquadrqn than the capturq of a few pjri- - 
yateers*, which had for fome time infefted the coaft of 
Ireland. Sir John returned into poh, fpr the win^r, about 
tjie middle of J^qyember, having, as his laft piece of ferr 
vice dluring this naval cafnpaign, convoyed, from Ireland, 
an Eafl India fleet,' which bad put in there f<^me tim^ 
Before. 

The year 1706 affords us fome particulars, relative to^ 
the life of this brave and able commander, thatare rathet 
ppte iptereftine* than the foregoing. He was fent out, in 
ftie naonth ^f April, as fecbnd in command, under fir G^ 
Byng, of the reinforcement difpatched to fir John Leake 

* •* One of twenty-two guns, one of fixtecn, aiid one orfourteen. 
captured Tq ^hc montlj of 06ipbcr.*'— ^Gaj^ttc, >fo. ^iju 

. . " ■ * * ' ^t 
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at Lift.on. That admiral having failed from thence be? 
fore their arrival, they proceeded after him to the Medi- 
terranean, aiid joined him on the 30th of April, The 
firft Tervice undertaken by the fleet was the relief of 
Barcelona. Sir John Jennings, with fir George Byng, 
ajKl feveral of the (hips which came from England with 
them, carrying a.prefs of fail, being alfo prime failers and 
jufl off the ground^ arrived off that city fome hours before 
tixeir comrades, and were very near furprifing and cap^ 
tyring ievcral of the en/;my's mips, the rear of whofe fleet 
they got fight of, as it quitted Barcelona road in gre^t 
diforder. The fiege being seffedually raifed, and tte 
foldiers embarked, the fleet failed, on the 7th of May, for 
Valencia, whene the troops were immediately landed. It 
was afterwards refolved to proceed to AHcant : but in? 
formation being received, while the fleet was on its paf- 
f^e thitjier, that the inhabitant^ of Carthagena willed 
oplv for the prpfence of the fleet, and an opportunity of 
djecWing for king Charley the Third, it was immediately 
deteniiined to fteer thither, l"he fleet arrived on the ift of 
June, and the conditions of furrender*were finally fettled 
the following day* It may hitherto be thought, this fhort 
detail ^ \he operations of the fleet, in which fir John 
Jj^niogs appears to have had no particular concern,, has 
bqen iun^ccflarriy introduced here. But it ha$ beep ne* 
c^Uary, in order th^ better to conneft the narrative, as we 
Hiall n^w find hit^ entering into a more a£live fccne of 

On the furrender 9/ Carthagena, and the failing of tHc 
main body of the np^t from thence^ fir John Jennings wa^ 
Igft behind, with a fmaU fquadron^of fojjr fhips of the 
line, ^9 a^rai^ge the civil government, and fecure the fu- 
ture internal tranquillity of that city. This talk he very 
dWig^ntly and judicioully fulfilled, , to the fatisfa^Stipn of 
aJl, th^ inhabitants, and in fo fliort a time, that in leli 



•Th^ author of the Life of fir John Leake informs uj, that whan 
the fleet fird arrivjedoffCanhagena. ihexe appeared fom£ beiij:aiion.a& 
10 the furrpnder pn.ihe; part of rfje Spaniards ; and that on this accot|nt 
fir Jolifi' Jennings was appointed, "with the Englifh and Dutch fliigs of 
tT)e Iiiie» tp cannpna^'e the city» an attack, thp fubmifCon of the inhji- 
jKtamij afterwards prevented. ; - - 

than 
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than fix weeks he was enabled to quit it and'join fir John 
Leake, who was then engaged in the 'fiege of Alicant. 
Sir John Jennings arrived off that place on the 24th of 
Jtily ; and feveral breaches having been made in the'forti- ' 
flcalions next the fea, by a furious cannonade from the 
IJiips, a general aflauft, both froni the fea, and the land- * 
fide, was refolved to be made on the 28th. The former 
of thefe was commanded by fir John,^ who having over- 
come every impediment, notwithftanding the attack from 
,the land was at firft repulfed, fucceeded in making him- 
ftlf matter of the town, with the very inconftderable loh' 
of thirty, or, as fome fay, only feventeen men. During 
this very fpirited encounter he had a very narrow efcapc, 
Heutenant-colonel Petit being killed by a mulket-lhot; 
from a window, while (landing clofe by him. The caftle,' 
ifito whicl^ the garrifon retired, having furrender'ed about 
the middle of Auguft, the fleet failed for Altea bay, where* 
it arrived on the 22d. Sir John was detached from thence 
for Lilbon with nine or ten fhips of the line*, twofri-' 
gates, and a firefliip, which he was ordered to refit there, 
and from thence to fail for the Weft Indies. 

The greateft pofGble difpatch was ufed by him^ after his 
arrival, in getting his fquadron ready for fea, infomuch 
that he was enabled to fair by the 15th of Oftober. 
Contrary winds much impeded his voyage, prevented his 
getting mto Madeira, and compelled him to bear away 
for Santa Cruz, where he difcovered five fhips hawled 
clofe in under the forts. He attempted to take or deft^-oy 
them, but was unfortunately obliged to defift, finding it 
imprafticable, except by incurring the rilk of difabling 
fome of his fhips, an hazard he was certainly not war- 
ranted in venturing on, for fo trivial a profpeft of ad« 
vantage. 

Having obtained a fupply of frefli provifions and water- 
at St. Jago, where he arrived on the 4th of November, he- 
failed for Barbadoes, and anchored in Carlifle bay on. the 
29th. On the 5th of December he departed for Jamaica, ' 



• ♦ Thefe were the DcvonCbire and Cumberland, of eighty-guns j 
the Northumberland, Eflex, Refolution and Firme, of fcventy ; the 
Monk, Canterbury and Mary, of fixty; the Garland and Falcon fri- 
gates, and Hunicr iirefhip. 

in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAT BRItAIN. '267 

in order, from thence, to carry into execution the remain- 
ing part ot his inftrudions, whieh part, indeed, conftituted 
the principal objeft of the voyage. This was to induce, 
by the appearance of a formidable naval force, capable of 
proteding them, the Spaniards in that part of the wrorld, 
to declare in favour of king Charles. In this hope, fir 
John having arrived at Jamaica on the ad of January, 
foon afterv^^ards difpatched the Mary to Carthagena, vsrith 
a letter to the governor, in which, after having given hhn' 
a very circumftantial account of the various fuccefles of the 
allied powers in Europe, and particularly in Spain, he 
»ufed every poflible argument to induce him to put himftlf 
under his proteftion, by renouncing the duke of Anjou. He 
offered alfo to take the galleons under his convoy, and fee 
them in fafety to Europe. The governor civilly declined 
accepting the offer, and modeflly enough excufed his com- 
pliance with the former part of the propofal ; informing 
fir John at the fame time, that he had juft before received 
advices from Spain, by which he was alTured that the /tale 
hac again turned in favour of king Philip, who was once 
more in pofTeffion, not only of Madrid, but all thofe polls 
which had lately been in the hands of his opponents. 

Unfavourable as this anfwer was, fir John wa^ refolvod 
to try, as his laft hope, whether the appearance of his fleet 
before the port of Carthagena would riot induce the 
governor and council to alter their refolution ; he accord* 
ingly proceeded thither with his whole fquadron, except' 
thp Northumberland. The Spaniard, however, perfift- 
ing in his refufal, and fir John not being authorifed by his 
inftruSions to ufe violent or compulfive meafures, no al- 
ternative was left him but to return to Europe. Having 
taken a necefTary fupply of water, and fitted his fhips, as 
well as circumflances would admit of, he failed from Kue- 
fields on the 25th of February, and arrived at Spithead, 
after-a very favourable pafTage, on the aad of April, 

The want of fuccefs on this occafion roufed iiot 
that clamour which rarely fails to attend it; the peo- 
ple and the fovereign, both perfeftly convinced, ot the 
ability, as well as integrity of their commander, commi- 
ferated his difappointment as much as they did their 
own. Sir John does not appear to have had any command 
during the remainder of tlus year^ but, on the loth of 

De- 
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December followirigy was promoted to be rear-admiral 
of the white ; as he was, on the 8th pf January enfuing, 
to be rear-admiral of the red : he had ferved ibme years as 
rear«admiral of the blue: and at that day it was ra- 
ther extraordinary for fo active and well-elleemed a 
commandeTto remain in the fame ftation fo long without 
e^^pcriencing promotion ; but now the current had oiicc 
ibund its channd, it appeared to ru(h on him like a 
fy>rrent, for, on the 26th of the fame'^month *, he was ftill 
Aether .advanced, to be vice-admiral of the red. When 
the French, in the nruMith of March following, medhatM 
ttie^invafion of Scotland, he was appointed commander* 
ui«chi«f in the Thames and Medway, in order to ex^- 
dite <the equipmeat of all the (hips that ct)Hld be fitted but 
i^om Chatham and Woolwii::h. On that extraordinary 
Cjpaergency he acquitted himfelf with the greafeft clredit. 

Towards the latter end of the year 1708^ he was fent 
out, under the Brdens of fir George Byngj to Lifton ^nd 
the Mediterranean. Althou^ wothirtg v^ry confequential 
hajf^ned during thi^ expedition^ we nnd oiirfelves obliged 
to confume fome time in relating fuch 'Circumitarrices a$ 
we have been able to colle<Sl. 'When fir George failed^ 
cm the 27th of December, from Liflmn Jot the Medttfer- 
fl^ean, with part of the floet$ he left fir |(5hft with the re- 
Uiainder to guard the nKHith of the Streights. jii the 
latter end of M^y 1709, he failed for the Mediterranean, 
to join the commander-in-chief^ with a fquadron of fixfeeni 
fliips of war, and albout forty ffanfports, which he. had 
U&der his convoy, laden with ft^re& and proviiions. , The 
jun^^n was eiFeded at Barcelcma 0n the 8th of June i 
and a council of tvar being held, it Was there detertnined 
to be neceifairy to fend baek a fufficienl^uadron for the 
proteAion ^f the cdaft of Pdrtu^a}* This fervice Wat 
allotted te fir John Jennings, who m\td accordingly, about 
tile middle of June, with ten ftiips of the line and three, 
frigates. We find no notice taken of any thing material > 
that occiJtrrcd during the time be heW this command; not 
do we know precifely the time when hfe returned to 
England : however, on the 9tb of Noveiriber following, 
he was promoted to be admiral of the blue. 

* January 170;^- 8. 

Early 
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£arly in-ttte year 1711, having beeiv adwnced to h» 
auimiFal of the whiter he was ' appointed! commandor-^iil-i 
chief in the Mediterranean, ffe failed* f/om Stiiieleti^^it 
the 7th- of January, and arrived' at LiibdQ on the 23A 
He (laid here fome w€Qks'tocolle<a th« (HifB he ivai^til 
convoy to the M^iterranean ; and* arri^v^dVvith thetii> at 
Barcelona on the-aoth'of^ March. Rfe^easted^ defeat (acid 
misfortune had long li nee -coiivinced the 'French of^thi 
foHy of 'equipping large fleets: thefe had* always been 
unahle to contend with thbk^ of' th«> ailittd powers; 
Their fyftem of naval war was c€imjple*dy <:haiigeds a#rf 
they contented themfelves with fending out, pccalionrilyv 
ffliall fquadrons, and iingle Ihips, to keep^tbe fpiritSiof 
the people alive by the depredations thefo^efiiltory cniifek 
enabled them to commit on our commeice. TheatieiVJ^ 
tion of the Britifli commanders were, therefore^ princi^ 
pally direded to its protedtion^ and in propedy guardmg; 
the reinforeements' of troops, as well as floret aiid provix^ 
fions, to their feveral places of deltination-^ We ate not^ 
therefore, to be furprifed atfrequenlly jindifigexploitsv 
during this peried^ more interefting in theJives-of ^rwait 
captains, than in chpfe of the. moft'celebfiited ;coiriL. 
manders in a higher ftation. 

But to return to fir John. Having regulated and tffrf. 
patched the neceflory convoys from B^T^otiay-heiaiiell^ 
from thence for Pdrt Mahon, where he'wa8Joifted,on:ith^ 
19th of May, by vice-admiral Bakery and .feveral iftiips^ 
he returned to Barcelona on -thef I ft of June. - After a 
Ihort ftay in tha:t port he failed -for Toulon^ in kopes^af 
intercepting fome^ of the enemy's corn fliips from tli^ 
Levant. On his return to Baii(?el9nai, afte? zttibrt croife^ 
he received , intelligence of ah *event which octafioneti'>li 
new arrangement ef the future operations'} > this was thfe 
death of the emperor Jofeph;* inconfoqueM^tef^'tvtiiok 
king Charles became the prefumpttve heir to-thtf^Impei- 
rial crown.. Sir John received orders from ; the ^Bcitiih 
court to convoy his majefty back to Genoa in cafe he 
(hould think proper to return mhis heredita^ domitfiansi; 
and to prdvidciior the -tranquillity of the city of Naipie9» 
againft any commotion -tha^ might probaW-yariie -during 
thei then .critical fituatioin ofaffairs^ -. 1 he kingihimfelf 
appeared, at firft/very irrefototev^not-wflwi^^loJquitCai*. 

talonia 
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Uiloiria'till he'had pofitive jnformatipn of his being adu-* 
ally eleAed emperor; and at the fame time appearing 
very unwilliftg to fuffer the fleet to depart, as the very 
fafety of the Spaaifh caufe, and all hopes of future fuccefsj 
were principally to be fuilained by it. In this ftate were 
affairs when fir John found it ablolutely rieceflary to pro- 
ceed to Mahon in order to refit ; and in this, king 
Charles at laft acquiefced, after having exaded from 
him a pofitive promife that he would return to Barce- 
lona as fopn as he had obtained the neceflary fuppHes, and 
put his (hips into a proper condition for fervice. Sir 
John ftriclly, adhered to it, returning to Barcelona roacl 
on the 26th of July"^, with fourteen Englifh and Dutch 
/hips of the line. The reft of the fhips of his fquadron, 
amounting to.eight or ten fliips o( the line, being detached 
on difer,ent fervices, with orders to rendezvous at Barce* 
lona, he did not think it proper to fail from thence till 
they had all rejoined him. His , force, however, being 
.completely coUedled by the beginning of September, the 
king, who. had now refolved to depart for Germany, em- 
barked with fir John, who failed from Barcelona on the 
i6th ; aod, after a paiTage of ten days, landed his majefty 
in fafety at Genoa. 

Sir John failed almoft in^mediately afterwards for 
Leghorh, in order to procure cables, and feveral other 
ilores, of. which he ftoo^ much in need. Having 
fupplied bimfelf with thefe, he repaired to Vado bay on 
the 2d of .November; where having caufed the troops, 
deftined for Catalonia, to be embarked, he put them under 
the protedion of captain Swanton, with five (hips of the 
line and two firefliips; accompanying them himfelf, for 
their better fccurity, as far as Cape Rofes; and intend* 
ing, afterwards, to proceeds with the remainder of the 
fquadron, for Minorca. Off that ifland he encountered a 
.dreadful ftorm ; in which feveral of his fhips fuftained 
confiderable damage in their marts and rigging; but had, 
hovlrever, the good fortune to get into Port Mahon, on the 
.following day, without having fuftained any more fexious 
injury. The remainder of the year was fpent in fending 

' ' ' ■ — ' ■ ' ' " ■ ■ — I 

* This date is taken from Campbell, who, we believe, is the moft 
ffccuratfi of^l our n^y^l.i^flo/ians, ia his account of this matter. 

out 
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out, from time to time, fmall fquadrons, on (hort cruifcs, 
for the purpofe of diftrefling the enemy'§ commerce. 

About Chriftmas the admiral received intelligence that 
the French were bufily employed in equipping a fquadroti 
of eight fliips of the liae and four frigates, at Toulon, 
whicn were intended'^ssT lea'B^riy in the enfuing fpring, 
and defti'ned fg^^.^the w&ft*' Indies. This armament 
being of too muOT'tonfequence t^' be difregarded, aud he 
'iiimielf too modeft to truft his own judgement, a council of 
"wrarwascalicJon the 22d of February ; in which, after hav- 
ing carefully enquired into the ftate of the /hips, it was found 
they could not proceed to fea till they had procured a fupply 
of provifions. A frigate was, in confequence, difpatched 
•tovice-adimral Baker^ at Lifbon, with inftru6lions to take 
•every poffiWe precaution for the fi^fe conduft of the fleet 
of widHallcrs foon expe^ed from thence, as the futufe 
iervice ^of the fleet fo materially depended on- their 
arrival. 

The neceflary recruit of (lores and provifions having 
reached Mahon, a fecond council of war was held on the 
'iilh of March, in which it was determined to piut to fea 
immediately with all the (hips that were at that time in a 
condition for fervice. Thefe amounted to eleven fhips of 
the line, four frigates, and two firefliips ; they ftretched 
over to Cape Toulon, off which it was intended to cruife 
until fome certain advice could be collefled relative 
to the enemy. But' information being received, a few 
.days afterwards, from captain Walpole, of the Lion, that 
'he had feen nine large fhips to the north- weft of Minorca, 
'it ^ was refolved to proceed to the fouthward of Majorca 
and Yvica, in order, if poflible, to intercept the enemy in 
their paflage down the otreights. This meafure proving 
,unfuccefsful, the admiral came to an anchor, on the ift of 
.April, ofFtheifland of Formentura; and, after having 
'difpatched two of his beft failing frigates to look into the 
feveral ports and bays, where it might be moft probably 

Srefumed the French Ihips had taken fhelter, failed to 
Barcelona to wait their return. No fatisfadory or inte- 
•refting intelligence being procured by thefe means, fir 
John continued in that port till he was joined, in the 
:month of May, by the Dutch vice-admiral, having under 
his convoy a.fl^et of tranfport^,^ with near fix thoufand 
lroop& on board. Thefe being difembarked, and the 
6 emperor 
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emperor,' as well a» coujK'Sta^mb^rgy- v;ery>defif^U9 cf 
liaving a large body of cavalry- efqorted^ from It^aly to 
Catalonia, the admiral failed' to Vado ; from whcf^icc, 
having the troops juft-mentioned under his proteAioki, 
herpturned to Barcelona on the 7th of Atigull; 

In* about a month after^ this he received official itt- 
formktion of the fufbenflon of arms; ahd, at the (kme 
time, fpeclal inftruaions from lord Bolingbroke, theh 
fecretary of ftate, to fufFcr. a laM;e corn fleet, bdund 
for France, to pafs unmolefted. This had been long ex- 
pe£led; and, but for thefe orders, would, from the pre- 
cautions he had taken, have certainly fallen into th^ ad- 
snirars hands. The operations of war being now cloftd, 
it might naturally be fuppofed a life of ea(^ and inactivity 
would have fucceeded to thofe fatigues of watchful fer- 
vice, in which he had, for fo many yearis, been engagtd, 
and in which care and diligence, being the only exertioils 
that were, on his part, neceflary, coldly fupplied in the 
opinion of the people, the more attra<aive, thougHnot 
more valuable purfuits of enterprifetmd glorV. 

He cannot, however, be faid to have remained in a '(bite 
of ufelefs inadivity, notwithftanding hoftilitie^ hadccafed 
between the" allied powers. The Salletifie corfairs . had 
of late committed fome ads of violence : thefe fir Jdhn, . 
daring theenfuing winter, not only took care properly to 
repreft, but alfo to prevent the repetition of, Ihthe 
fp^ing he had the honour of convoying the emprefs from 
Barcelona to Genoa. At his departure fbe' preiented him 
with her pidure fet with diamonds ; and| as an additional 
mark of her perfonal efteem, gave bis nephew a very vay- 
luable diamond ring. 

The other fervices he was engaged in during^ the year 
171 3, were the conveyance back to Italy, of the troops, 
that had been employed in the fervice of the, allies, 
amounting to thirty thoufand men ; an undertaking of 
much difficulty, though not of dangei-. He afterwards 
conduced the duke and dutchefs of Ss^voy from Vilhi 
Franca to Sicily, their new kingdom. Having then 
completely fulfilled all his inftrudtions, he obtained per- 
miffion to refign his command and return home, by land, 
through France. He arrived at Paris on the 16th <rf 
November, and in England a few days afterwards'. 

During 
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During the remainder of queen Anne's reign he appears 
to have fought, in retirement, fome reft and refrefhment, 
after the fattigues of mind as well as body he had fo lately 
endured* The convulfions of the domeftic government of 
country, and the rancour of party, which probably never- 
were carried to a greater height than at this period, in all 
likelihood contributed not a little to his having, in fome 
degree, quitted the fervice, fqr a (hort time, as, 
at the acccffion of George the Firft, he was not upon 
the lift of admirals. 

Immediately, however, after that monarch landed, an 
almoft complete chainge took place in the naval depart- 
mem ; and, in confequence, fir John Jennings, who flood 
among the higheft in the royal favour, was appointed one 
of the commiffioners of the admiralty, an office in which 
he continued during the whole of thfs reign. Early ia 
the year 1716, he was again called into adlive fervice as 
admiral of the white, and appointed to command a fqua- 
dron often fhips of the line, fent to the Frith of Edin- 
burgh, in confequence of the pretender having, a Ihort 
time before, landed in Scotland. Sir John repaired by 
land to Edinburgh, and hoifting his flag on board the 
Oxford, took upon him the command on the i ft of Fe- 
bruary. He immediately detached feveral fhips to attend 
the motions of the king's forces, and render them ^very 
afEftance in their power where necelfary or poflible, and 
at the fame time to diftrefs the rebels by bar raffing their 
pofts near the coafts and intercepting their lupplies. It 
is next to impoffible for any man, however meritorious 
his conduft, who is invefted with a high and confequen- 
tial command, to efcape the malignity and envy of thofe 
•who affeft to be of, what* is called, an oppofite party. 
The efcapeof the pretender afFordedthem what they thought 
fufficient ground for clamour againft a man, whofe known 
zeal for the oppofite intereft raifed him far above firfpici- 
on, had his a£tivity in this fervice been lefs confpiciious 
4han it really was. But the fovereign, and his minifters, 
did ample juftice to their own choice by refuting this unge^- 
ncroiis calutnny, in an aocoHiit, publiihedin the Gazette, 
of the feveral operations previous to the complete fup- 
prefllon of the rebellion, and in particular of Uich as liic: 
naval force M'a5 more imra^Aatcly coticerned in. 

Vol. IL S Fr.m 
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From tliis it appeared, that the pretender put to fea iii 
a clean tallowed French fnow, with her fails furled; that 
fhe rowed clofe along (horc till Ihe had cleared all the 
Britifh cruifcrs; that the night was fo dark when this 
vefll^i efcaped*, that it was impoflibleto difcern any objeft 
at the dilTance of a quarter of a mile ; that the Royal Anne 
galley,, the Port Mahon, the Pearl, the Deal Caftte, and the 
phoenix, were at the very time Rationed off the harbour of 
Aberdeen, whence it got out ; and that their cdmrnand- 
p-^ ufed every poffible diligence and endeavour to intercept 
the Pretender, as well as on every occafion to promote the^ 
general fcrvice. In proof of this we find, in the Gazette 
alluded to, the following remarkable fentence: " All the 
fliips kept the fea diligently, when wind and weather' 
would permit, and obierved the motions of his majefty's . 
army fo carefully, that the duke of Argyle did not pafs 
through any poft town without finding fome fhip ready, 
to carry into execution any fervice he might have to 
propofe.'* 

From this time we meet with nothing very interefting 
relative to fir John, till the 28th of Auguft 1720, when 
he was appointed ranger of Greenwich park, and governor 
of the hofpital ; of which noble inftitution he proved a 
mod worthy ruler and protcdlort. A greater compli- 
ment, perhaps, could not at that time have been paid him, 
than in having appointed him fuccefTor to fo good and wor- 
thy a man as lord Aylmer ; and it is but bare juftice to 
his memory to afTert, he did not derogate from the well- 
known virtues of his predecefTor. In the month of No- 
vember he was appointed to command the convoy which • 

* On the 3d of February, thred diys only after Gr John bad taken 
the corpmand- 

t A noble flatue, of George the Firft, cut out of a block of white 
marble, taken in a French fhip, by fir George Rooke, was,prefented 
by him, and is ere£led in the (Center X)f the. great fquare of the hofpi- 
tal. An exceedrng good portfaif of him, ^ at full length, painted hf 
R'ichardfoA, is prefefved in tbb^GOUiKciiroom there: we know not, 
how^ryer, fa we)l to.alTbciate our idea4»)jkt 4^e prei^nt^day, as 10 per- 
fuadc ourfvlv<j*,of i.t5 being a repr.cfentatipn of tjie adpiii^al and com- 
inander-in-chief'of the Britlfh fleet. This is occafione^by his bein? 
painted in the^^hiTriicnl h^h'n toF the limes; af\ill drefs fuit of browa 
velvet, rolled up ftocking^, ^xvd iaJibenf* fquard-tOcd Ihdesv ' 

• • • attended 
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Attended the king from Helv-oetfluys to Margate : aftei> 
■which he does not appear to have been eniployed in th^ 
line of aftive fervice till the year I7'26, when he w^saji^ 
pointed.to command a fquadron of nihe (hips of th^lirf^^ 
which the intrigues of the Spanifli court induced thfe Bri^ 
tifh government to fend to the Meditdirarieani He (ailed 
from St. Helen's on the aoth of July J but was bbligSd^ 
by a contrary wind, to put into Torba^y^ where he-corili-; 
nued till the •5r3d. On the 3d of Aliguft he arrived inlhlf* 
bay of St. Anthoriio, where he found two Spanifli ihips of 
war> one of feventy^ the other of fixty guns; to which he 
never offered the fmalleft violence. 

^ The Spaniards themfelves were in the iitmoft agitation 
and confternation. All the regular troops in the neigh- 
bourhood of St. Anthonio were drawn thither, as in ex-' 
J)eftation of an immediate defcent; which, indeed, was- 
iifficiently warranted by the unprovoked cbndu 61 of th^ 
governor, who ordered feveral fliot to be fired at the head- 
moft (hips, as though they h^d been dieclared enemies. 
The prudent, cool condu6l of the admiral prevehted any^ 
farther ill confequences : he contented himfelf with fend- 
ing an officer alhore to expoftulate on the impropriety of 
fuch- behaviotir ; and an handfome apology, on the part* 
of the aggreffors^ inftantly healed the breach. On the 
8th the admiral failed for the Groyne/ and on the 25th 
reached Lifbon. Here he was received with the utmoft 
pofitenefs, attention, and honour; the king of Portugal 
giving hini an audience, and iflliing orders that the fqda- 
dron Ihould be immediately fupplied .with whatever (lores 
or refre(hments the (hips, or their crews, flood in nced- 
of. -^ 

The admiral quitted the Tagus on the 25th of Auguil, 
dnd anchored in the bay of Bulb, near Cadiz> bn the 31ft. 
He was here received with the utmoft civility, not- 
with(tanding it ts faid the people were every where in the 
utmoft confternation, and aftiially retired feveral leagues 
up into the country.- The alarm was extenfive, for a 
ftrong reinforcement was immediately marched to augment 
t)ie garrifon of Cadiz ; and the moll vigorous meafures 
were itnmediately ufed to put that city into the beft pof- - 
lible'ftat* of defence. The very appearance of this 
ftjiiadron, for that time efFedlually intimidated the 
• * S 2 Spaniards 
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Spaniards from a}l ho^tle defigns. This being the fole 
end of its equipment, fir John quitted Cadiz the latter end 
of September ; and, after a very flicJrt ftay at Lifbon, re- 
turned to Spithead^ where he arrived^ after a long palfage^ 
on the 2 2d of Oftober. 

With this, expedition ends the naval life of fir John 
Jennings. He continued to live ever afterwards in 
peaceable and honourable retirement, quitting the office 
of commiflioner of the admiralty on the acceflion of king 
George the Second, and refigning alfo his rank as an ad- 
iX^iral, which he had till tthen retained, in the year 1734. 
The honorary civil appointment of rear-admiral of Eng:^ 
land was given him in the month of January 1732-3 ; but 
that appears to have been beftowcd only as a refpeftable. 
mark of the fovereign*s hearty approbation and efteem for 
his former fervices, inafmuch as, being a mere finecure, 
it interfered not with that repofc from the fatigues of 
duty which he continued to enjoy happily, unenvied, and 
uninterrupted, till the time of his death, which hap- 

Eened on^ the 23d of December 1745, at which time 
e had attained a very advanced age. 
Few men, through fo long and adive a fervicc, ever 
enjoyed lefs opportunity of diftinguifhing tbemfelves ; yet 
what did fall within his power he improved to the utmoft, 
advantage, and on fuch occafions afforded the world a^ 
ftrong a proof of his bravery, and contempt of danger, as 
he did, at all other times, or his prudence and ability as a 
great commander. Campbell very juftly pays him the> 
compliment of having. been one of the greatelt feamen of 
the age ; and his political integrity none have, we believe, 
ever dared to queftion. Without entering into the fac-/ 
tious views of party, or fupporting the ambition of a 
corrupt adminiftration, he always proved himfelf the honeft. 
faithful fubjedl of his fovereign, and the fincere friend of 
his native country. In fliiort, he was, as an officer,t 
brave, cool, diligent, and determined ; as a ftatefman,. 
honeft and unfufpefted ; and, as a . private gentleman, 
friendly, generous, and humane. 

KIGGINS, William, — was appointed commander of 

the Nathaniel firefhip on the 19th of November 1689.; i^ 

1693 he Commanded the Greyhound, of fixteen guns, a: 

fliip employed merely as a packet between Har>vich aad: 

I Helvoet- 
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Hrfvoetfluys, but which, neverthelefs, ranked as a frigate 
of war. In 1694 he was promoted to the Montague of 
fixty guns, a (hip employed as a cruifer to the northward. 
This ftation affording but little opportunity of acquiring 
fame, we meet with nothing more remarkable than his 
Capturing, in the month of June a large French fliip 
laden with corn, and moiintjng twenty-eight guns. In 
^695, he was made commander of the Arundel, of thirty* 
two guns, a new fliip juft off the flocks. In the com* 
itiand of this fhrp he died, on the 1 6th of September 
1698. 

MARSHALL, Thomas, — ^was appointed captain of 
the Thomas and Eli'^abeth firefhip op the 3d of April 
1689 ; and died, as it is fuppofedj in the fame coRimand 
on the a9th of Auguft J690*, 

MARTIN, Henry, — was appointed, by lord Dart-r 
inrtuth, firft lieutenant of the Dreadnought on the 19th 
of December 1688. Gn the i6th of June 1689, he waa 
promoted to the command of the Berwick, of fcvcnty guns, 
a fliip whi^h he continued captain of many years, and in 
which he yery much djftinguiflied himfeif, both in the 
battle offBeachy Head, and that off La Hogue. In the 
months of January and February 1693-4, he was em- 
ployed as a fingle cruifer, and n^et with finffular fuccef^ 
m re-capiuring a number of very valuable Englifli mer- 
chant- fhips, which had been taken by th^ enemj^'s oriva-^ 
teei?$. In 1694 he failed, under the command of admiral 
Ruffel, for the Streights; and in the month of Fpferuary 
1694-5, was fent home from Cadiz with 1^ convoy, 
M^hich he conduced in fafety tCtSpithead, where he fafely 
arrived on the 19th of Marph, At this time he quitted 
tjic command of the Berwick, He cdatinued in conftant 
CommiflJon, notwithftj^ing the peace which took place 
at Ryfwjc jn t697. \n the year 1701 he was promoted 
to the rank of rear-admiral, and fent to the Wef^ Indiesj, 
having hoifted hfs flag on board the Defiance. He did 
-fiot long enjoy this appoiatmci|t, dying o^ the '^^tb of 
february 1701-2, 

f ■ ■ ' ■ ■ '■ ■'■ • ' ' . ' ; : 

. • TWs information, although it is the beft we have hc^n able tq 
proctjrc, we much difcrcdit; as we belie've tliis gcfitlcman to have lived 
« cdniideirable time after this, and to have even CQmmanded the iflc; of 
Wigjit yacl^t in 4695, 

§3 wees, 
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■ MEES, George, — ^was appointed lieutenant of the Swan 
on the 7th of July i686 ; on the.6th of April 1689, he 
was promoted to the commapd of the Jerfcy, of forty-eight 
guns; and early in the following year was ftill farther ad- 
vanced to be captain of the Exeter, of feventy guns. He 
comnianded this fhip at the ever memorable battle off 
B^achy Head, where he behaved with .great gallantry, and 
;^ exerted himfelf much, though unfortunately, without fuc^ 
cek^ tofave the Ann, which being totally difmafted in that 
^Sion, afterwards went afhore and was. de|lroypd. 
In 1 69 1 he was made captain of the Ruby, a fourth rate^ 
and employed principally on the cruifing fervice. 

Intheuionthof April 1692, he v^as appointed command- 
ing officer of a fmall fquadron of fix ihjps of vvar, fent to 
convoy a fleet of coafters and merchaht-lhips to the north- 
.ward. He did not, however, long continue on this fervice, 
returning in time to join the majn fleet previous to the en- 
gagement oflT La Hogup : after which he was fent exprefs^ 
' by fir Ralph Delaval, to England, vvith the news of his 
haying burnt the Soleil Royal, the count dc Tourville's 
flag fhip, together with his two fijccmds, the Conquerant 
and Admirable. 

Qn his return to the fleet he was detached, by admiral 
Ruflel, wdth eight Engliih and Dutch frigates^ to r^con-r 
iioitrethc port of St. Maloe's; a fervice Jie very diligently 
executed, having acquired a perfeft knowlege of the 
difpofition of the French fliips of vy^ar at that port,. and 
authentic information that all the tranfport fhips, which 
had been colledled at Havre de Grace for the purpofe of 
invading England, were completely difperfed. Soon after 
(this, he was made captain of ihp^Yqrjc^; and in the month 
of January 1692-3, beii^g thjen on a crulfe, in cpmpaay 
with the Dover, fell in, witl^ and* captured two fargc 
French privateers \ one of therru called the St. Anthony, of 
Nantes, carrying twenty-fi}l guns, fixpat^raroes, ^nd 00^ 
hundred and thirty mcp ;. arid the other^ called the Ma- 
'mna, ^of St. Maloe's, carrjing fixtepn gun? and, one 
hundred and foiTr men. He continued, in. this kind, of 
fervice during the enfuing fpring, and met* with that fuc- 
cefs which might naturally be exped^ to'^ttend adivity 
and diligence; particularly iii 'the month of April,* he 
;. .:: • , .. ' . * captured 
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(Captured a fine new privateer, of fourteen guns, called the 
prince of Wales, having one of the late king James's* com- 
'miflions. 

On the 23d of May following he was promoted to the 
Oflbry of ninety gun§, one of the fhips belone;ing to the 
main fleet. He did not long continue in this command, 
being, in the followinp: month, appointed, by the joint- 
admirals, Killegrew, Delaval, and Shovel, to commanfii 
under them, their flag fhip, the Britannia. Having, for 
three years after this time, always commanded fome 
large ftiip attached to the main fleet, we have, during 
that period, nothing memorable to relate of him. In 
1696 he was appointed to command the Sandwich, of 
ninety guns, which was ftationed to lead the Engliih di- 
vifion of the fleet. In the month of July he was detach- 
ed, by lord Berkeley, at that time commander-in-.chief of 
of the combined fleet, with 3 fquadron of ten fhips of waV 
and feveral bomlj-ketches, to bombard St. Martin's, on the 
ifle of Rhe ; a fervice he very efFeftually performed as 
appears by the annexed account*. Soon after his retujra 
from this expedition he was fent, with a fmall fquadron; 
tocruife in foundings; in which he^ if pofllble,' encreafea 

' * — ', —. — ^ ' *• ■ r ^ 

* «' Whitehall, July 25, 1 696. Qn the 3d inftant ford Berkeley 
detached (ir Martin Beckman, with the bomb-vefTels and a fquadr^h 
often (hips of W4r, under the command of raptain Mees. On th€ 
5th they arrived before St. Martin's, in the ifle of Rhe, §oing in under 
French colours, which they (truck as foon as they had ancbdred. In 
the evening they began to bombard the town, and continued to do To 
fill that night and the following dayj in which time thcyexpendM 
£230 bombs arid carcafes, .which did iuch execution, that the befl, and 
richeft part of the town, where the moft confiderable warehoufcs wer^ 
were burnt down and deftroyed by the fhells. The front of the town, 
towards the fea, i$ in a flrait line, fonffied with feveral works 
capable oflhoutiting t2Q pieces of cannon ; but fome of the embra* 
fures had no guns in them. On the 6th the enemy drew feveral can* 
non from other parts of the town, and many mortars; from whick 
they fired brifkly agalnft the afTallants, but did them very little damage. 
On the 7th the fquadron failed for 01onne» where it arrived the fame 
evening, and immediately began to bombard that place, which wft 
continued till next day. The enemy had a battery of eight guns upoA 
a point of land going into the harbour, but fired very fcldom after the 
firft hour, the bombs having dirmounted fome of their guns. One 
thoufand nine hundred and ninety-fix bombs and carcafes were cxpen|J|. 
M with all the cfFeft that could be expelled. The fiiips of uiar an| 
)|omb-ketches then rejoined the fleet, whidi'i^finc^ coityp^ntoTd^kj^.^ 

'• ^ ■• - * ■ '• S 4 . that; 
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that reputation he had already acquired, bv his very great 
diligence and attention to the proteftion of trade. During 
this ihort cruife he had the good fortune to capture three 
large French privateers; one of them mounting thirty- 
eight, a fccond thirty-fix, and a third fourteen guns. 

In the month of February 1696-7, he was appointed 
commodore of a fmall fquadron deftined for the Weft 
Indies, to reinforce vice-admiral Neville, who was or- J 

dcred thither from the Mediterranean. Mr. Mees is 
crroneoufly faid, by fome, to have been promoted to be 
rear-admiral of the blue on the 3d of February 1696-j. 
This is moft certainly a miftake : he never attdined any 
higher rank in the fervice than that of commodore, altho' 
he is called a rear-admiral, by Campbell, who is in gene- 
ral very accurate in thofe points. He only had thfs 
Erivilege conferred on him, of wearing the blup flag at 
is mizen-top while in the Weft Indies. 
But to return to the expedition itfelf. The commpr 
dore, with the fhips under his command, failed from the 
Downs on the i6th of February, but was compelled to 
put back on the following day by a contrary wind. On 
the ^2d he again,put to fea ; and, after havmg Itaid two 
days at St. Helen's to colleft his convoy, failed from thence 
on the 26th. The appointed place of rendezvous was off 
Madeira ; but the fleet feparating in a fog, foon after it 
had pafled the Ifle of Wight, no vefTels but the Briftol and 
the Lightning firefhip kept company with the commo- 
dore to that ifland ; the others made the beft of their way 
to Barbadoes, whpre the yice-^dmiral and Mr. Mees ar- 
rived on the 17th of April. The feveral combined ope- 
rations of this unfortunate fquadron having been already 
given in the life of Mr. Neville, no farther notice need 
%e taken of them here. About the latter end of June Mr. 
Mees was detached, with nine fhips, to deftroy the fettle- 
ment of Petit'Guavas. The difpofition rrtade by him for 
this attack was mafterlv in the higheft degree ; and nothing 
)t>ut the mifcondu<Sl of the ^en, which it was not in the 
power of the commodore tq prevent, deprived him of 
the moft brilliant fuccefs, 

A detachment of nine hundred men being formed froth 
jthe fliips, two hundred and fifty of them wore put on 
^ard a Viopjf, Qm hundred on board a fifth rat^, and jthe 

remainder 
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remainder into the boats belonging to the fquadron, with 
the laft the commodore himfelf proceeded, leaving the two 
vf ffels about fixteen leagues from the jplace, with orders 
to lay to, fo long as not to reach Petit Guavas before the 
liext morning;, and, afterwards, finding himfelf unable tg 
ircach the port himfelf during the night, he difpatched ior 
ftiruaions for the captains of the veifels to wait till thij 
following day. Hiifierto every thing wore a moft favour* 
able afpeft. The commodore reached the place of defti* 
pation, with his flept of boats, undifcovered ; and landed, 
at half paft three in the morning of the 23d, about a mijLc 
to the eaftward of Petit Guavas. 

His little army ' confifted of four hundred men; he 
iiimfelf a6lipg as conmiianding officer, affifted by feveral of 
th? captains of th^ fquadron *. They marched direftly 
forward for the towji; and although the veflels, juft men* 
tioned, were not yet arrived, and feveral of the boata, 
having on board about an hundred men, were unable io 
keep up with the commodore, he thought it more prudent 
to attempt the place by a coup-de-majn, with his fmall 
force, than to giVe the enemy time to colk^l, by -difco- 
vering himfelf, and waiting till his rear fliouldcpme up. 
This meafure being unanimoufly agreed to, he entered the 
town at day-break, and immediately attacked and forced 
the graixd guard. This being accompIi(bed, he detached 
a body of one hundred men to take pofleilion of two 
batteries of four guns each ; which being eiFe£ted, without 
oppofition, the enemy evacuated the town. 

As the day advanced, and no farther oppofition on the 
part of the enemy being dreaded by the aflailants, they 
tvere no longer to be reftrained from plundering, notwith- 
Aanding the cooimpdore, and the reft of his officers, took 
every poffible means in their power to prevent, and put a 
ftop to it. The confequence of this breach of order was, 
thjat in two hours the principal part of them were fo 
drunk as to be utterly incapable of fervice, and the com* 
modore was under the neceffity of ordering the town to 
be fired, while he was able tq colIeA fifty fober 

* One of them was the well-known captain, or coJ^ocl, Kirkbtf« 
who behaved on this fervice with the greateil gallantrvi Although,, la 
ti^ ne)ct reign, he was'lhot for cowardice, 

mtu 
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men to cover his retreat. Thus were the officers and 
men deprived of the pecuniary reward their bravery^ fpiritj 
and aiElivity fo jiiftly deferved, and which the latter after- 
Wzrds forfeited merely by their imprudence. 
' The lofs to the enemy was, ne\ ertheiefs, equally confc- 
quential, and muft have been very confiderable, as it was 
confidently reported, that four mules, loaded with gold 
and filver, had arrived in the town only two days prior 
to the attack, being part of the plunder the Buccaneers 
had juft before acquired at Carthagena. As for the 
captors, they gained no other booty than i few ne- 
groes, and fome inconfiderable articles of merchandize . 
fcarcely wprth mentioning. The failors being reimharkei 
without the fmalleft n^oleftation on the part of the 
(cnemy, the commodore proceeded to fea in fearch of 
vice-admiral Neville, whom he joined on the following 
day» It w^s now refolved tfiat the whole fquadron (houM 
make, the bed of its way for the Havannah, for which they 
accordingly (leered ; but which Mr. Mees unfortunately 
lived not to reach ; dying at fea on the 17th of July 1697, 
of fome diforder contraaed from the unwholefomenefs of 
the climate, and moft probably too much encreafed by his 
late difappointment, and the chagi-in he felt in confequencc 
pfit. 

Few men, whofe fervice had been,.fo fliort, had been 
fevoured with fo many opportunities of diftinguifhing 
themfelves; and no man had ever more eagerly feized or 
improved them. His nautical abilities, as well as his 
perfonal bravery, were ever held in the hieheft eftimatjon, 
and failed not to procure him the moft confequential 
commands. In his laft, in which alone he was unfortu- 
nate, he had, at leaft, the confolation of having his ill 
fuccefs pitied; and died as generally lamented as he had, 
when living, been univerfally beloved. 

PRICE, John, — was appointed commander of the 
Sapphire hired frigate of war, of thirty guns. On the 
3©th of July 1689, he vvas employed, in conjunftion with 
captain Whetftone, of the Europa, to convoy the victual- 
lers, dieftined for the fupport of the army, in Ireland, 
under the command of the duke of Schomberg. In this 
fervice he continued, during the remainder of that year, 
and alfo'th- that which enfued, rendering himfelf much 
'■■'■' ^- • - ■ diftifi- 
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jiiftioguiflied for hi? aflivity and enterprifing fpirit, apd 
^ievoufly impeding the caufe of the eiiemy by the num-- 
J)cr of important captures he had made from them. In 
X691 he was removed into the Smyrna Merchant, but ftill 
..continued to be employed on the fame ftation ; and, in 
16.93, ^^s prompted to the AflTurance of forty-rtwo guns. 
Xhis fhip was put under the orders of the fuperintendant 
of tranfports, and ftationed in the German Ocean, between 
Harwich and other places or ports of embarkation, and 
OftencJ. He was, in the following autumn, removed to 
the Penturion ; in which (hip he had confiderable fuccef^ 
againft the enemy's fmall privateers, having captured fe- 
veral of inferior note^ On the 24th of February 1694* 
. lie had the good fortune to make prize of the largeft 
of four privateers, belonging to Dunkirk, who refolutely 
refolved to attack and board him ; this the enemy were fully 
able to have accomplifhed, had they poflTefled fpirit and 
gallantry ^qual to that of captain Price, as the/ carried 
upwards of fix hundred men, and his compliment was 
only two hpndred. He continued to command th^ fame 
fhip many years, ai we find him, in the year 1698, cap- 
tain of her in the Mediterranean. He remained, we be- 
lieve, in cqmmiflion during the reft of king William*^ 
'reign.' 

Not long after the acceflipn of queen Anne, that i$ to 
fay, in the latter end pf the year 1 703, he was promoted 
to the command of the ^omerfet pt -eighty .guns ; in this 
iliip he was preferit, in 1704, at eyery operation during 
that interefting year, in which the battle off Malaga is td 
be panicularly remembered. He"" led the van of the 
'Englilh fleet, and is to be noticed as having fuf- 
fered more than any other commander of his divifiop, 
having h^ thirty-one m^n killed, and flxty- two wounded. 
A note relative to him occurs in Lediard 's Naval Hiftory, 
which is too fihgular to be omitted, although, in point of 
chronblogical accuracy, it ought to have been taken notice 
'of fomewhat before this time. * ' . ' 

.." The fleet, on the 8tK of JVIay, fell in with fix French 
afhipsofwat, ofl^ Cape-Palos,. a f little to the eaftward of 
Carthagena, which were chaced, by fignal from the admi- 
'ral, by two fliips off; eighty ^^ns, ftiur of feventy, one of 
fiftyvand on^pf forty \ ^9PE ^^^^^ ^^^^ the 'Somerfet, 
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commanded by captain Price, and the Grafton, by fir 
Andrew Leake. In the courfe of the chace three of the 
ihips had confiderably neared the eneniy ; but two of them 
(the forty^gun (hip, and the Berwick, of feventy) fliort-* 
ened fail, as thinking it too hazardous to engage the enemy 
on fuch unequal terms. The headmoft, w^hich was the 
Tyger of fifty guns, was, confequently, obliged to pm 
tbout ajid ftand from the enemy." To this error in judg<r 
ment was added a fecond, which is related by Lediard as 
cxtrafted from the Complete Hiftory of Europe*. 
Captain Price continued to hold the fame command many 
years, and we find him, in 1706, fent to IMbon as com- 
tnodore of a fquadront, fent thither tocfcort an outwards 
bound fleet* His force confifted df four third and two 
fourth rateS) Englifh, together with fix Putch (hips of the 
linCi Having taken on board, at Lifbon, major-general 
$tanhope, the queen's envoy to king Charles the Third, 
colonel Richards, with two Englifli regiments, and feveral 
companies of SjKmifh deferters, he proceeded to Gi^ralt^ 
in order to join fir John ]Leake, who Was, at that time, 
commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean. He was, con- 
iequently, prefentattherelief of Barcelona, together with 
the capture of Ca^thagena, AUcant, and, the ifland^ of 
Jvica and Majorca* 

During this fe^vice a circumftancc occurred too fingu-r 
lar to be omitted : the ^earl of Peterborough, to whom, 
although no naval officer, a commiflion had been formerly 
granted of commander-in-chief of the fleet in the Medi- 

* ** At four o'clock in the afternoon, Jr Andrew Leake, in ih& 
Grafton, leaving off chace, made a fisnal to the captains to come 00 
board him ; and, accordingly, our headmoft Ihips ne^r the enemy were 
likewife ohligcd to do the (amc. But captain rrice, in the Somerfet, 
coming up in }ifllf an boor, kept on chaciog ; only in paflsng by the 
Grafton, be called to 6r Andrew, alking him the rcafon why he left 
off chace fo near the eiiemy, having a long day before them ? to which 
he replied, if he would come on board he (bould know his reafoiu; 
ivhich Price refjufed,. being an elder officer. This made it an unpar- 
donable prefumption in iir Andrew, to mikie ahy Ggnal. But Price 
ieeing they were a:ll brought to, and would not follow iiim, (sould aoi 
help doing the like/* 

f ** He failed from Sj^ithead, with only five (hips of war, on the B^tli 
of Fcbmaty i the remainder joined him at Lifton." 

^Lprd*4;Add. tpQ. A. 170.7. 

terrancan^i 
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tcrraiiean, jointly with fir C. Shovel, now thought proper 
tp put that commiflion in force, by hoifting the union flag 
at the main-top-maft head of the Slonaerfet, and affuming 
a command, for which neither nature defigned, nor his 
education fitted him, and which he foon afterwards had 
the prudence to quit. At th^ attach of Alicant this (hip 
was one of thofe fent in, under lirG. Byng, to cannonade 
that City. When fir John Leake returned to England 
with part of the fleet, in the month of Ojftober follow- 
ing, captain Price was left, under fir G^ Byng, for the. 
purpofe of protcfting commerce ; and, if neceflary, co-* 
operating with the army in Spain during the enfuihg 
winter. It is almoft needlefs to add of a man, whom we 
have, on no occafion whatever, fecn afting otherwife, 
than with the ftri6left attention to his duty, that he conti-. 
nued to render every fervice, diligence united \vith zeal and. 
aftivity, could fu^eft, or enable him to perform, I a the 
month of April he had ihe good fortune to make prize of 
two valuable French (hips, bound from Marfeilles to 
Guinea ; and the ina£livity of the count De Thouloufe, 
whoperfifted in keeping his (hips confined to the harbour 
of Toulon, prevented his atchieving any more confiderable 
exploit. In the following fummer fir C. Shovel arrived 
from England ahd aflTumed the chief command. With 
him he returned in the following winter, and fortunately 
without (haring his unhappy fate. After this efcape he 
does not appear to have again gone to fea ; but, in reward 
of his long, faithful, and diligent fervices, had a penfion 
of 182!. los. a year, fettled on him for life; and, cer- 
tainly, the (triSeft national oeconomift cannot think that 
Sovifion either to have been exorbitant or ill-de(crved# 
e.did not long enjoy it, dying on the ift of April 1709. 
RAINS, Thomas, — was, on the loth of May 1689, 
made commander of the Coronation hired (hip of war. 
Nothing- farther is known of him than that he afterwards 
went into the fervice * of the Eaft India company, and 
died in India on the 5th of May 1702. 



♦ NotwithRanding which he ftfll retained his rank in the navy. 
He commanded fome iliip of the line after the Coronation, but we 
hirfriiot been abie to difcover its name. 

REYNOLDS, 
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REYNOLDS, Robert, — was appointed fecond lieufc-^ 
liant of the Plymouth on the 23d of April 1677 ; and, ort 
the 1 2th of Atiguft 1678, was promoted, by fir John Nar- 
borodgh, to be firft lieutenant of the fame (hip. He is 
not known to have received any commiflion after tliis 
time till the loth of April 1689, when he was appointed 
commander of the James gallfey. ,We believe him to 
have afterwards commanded a fliip of the line ; but 
have hot b^en able to colleft a hy farther particulars rela- 
tive to him, or to afcertain the time of his' death. We 
kndw him to have been alive, and unemployed, in 1699; 

ROACH, Jeremiah, — was appointed lieutenant of the 
Antelope as early as the year 1665 ; but for fome reafon, 
not to be inveftigated by us, does not appear to hate been 
again commiflioned till after the revolution, when he was, 
on the 4th of April 1689, appointed commander of the 
Charles galley; and, in the month "of Aifgfift following, 
was appointed, by comitiodore Rooke, tb be commander 
of a fquadron of fmalf v«frels> left to co-opefate with the 
army under the duke of Schomberg,- and keep open the 
communication, as well as facilitate the paflage of fup- 
plies between England and Ireland* He died on the 6th 
of June 1690*. 

* In the addrcfs, relative to the mifmanagemcnt 6f the navy, pre- 
fcnted, by the hoofe of peers, to queen Anne, on the ift of Marth' 
J 707-8, the following mention is made of a captain Roach. We en-' 
tertain no doubt but that this gentleman died at the time we have, 
ilatcd ; neverthelefs, as we cannot find any certain proof of a^y other 
gentlemati, of this name, having held a naval command, we have 
thought it incumbent on us to iiifcrt it here. ** The Wahhamftow 
galley, Peter Roberts raafter, arrived from Barbadofs about the fame 
time (the yeaf 1705) though be had feveral of his men imprefied at- 
Barbadocs, and only liine men and two boys left, with hirpfclf,'on 
board : yet captain Roach, of tlic Fox, imprefled three of his beft men^ 
his boatfwain being one, although the mafler told him how weak he 
was; and that he had bnt one anchor on board. Capfain Roach told 
him, if he was faucy, he would take him and all hii fliips company' 
aboard, and whip him at the jeers. Captain Roach fent him three. 
Italians, who could fpeak no Englifh; and they, the next night, in a 
ftorm, ran away with the fhip's boat, which was ftaved : and the ffiip' 
herfelf ran afhore; and fo continued, about, thirteen days, to her. da- 
mage of 4 or 5001. bcfides great prejudice to the merchant's goods f 
upon which account the maficr protefted at Plymouth. The i>ro>ff<« 
tatioD was delivered to their lordlhip's and laid before the boule.** 

ROBINSON, 
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' ROBINSON, Henry.— The firft information we have 
bf him is, his having been appointed commander of' the 
Sampfon hired (hip of war on the 17th of June 1689. 
He was, in the. latter end of the year 1690, promoted to 
a more confeqiiential command; and, in the year 1693^ 
commanded the Hope, of feventy guns, one of the fhips 
belonging to the main fleet. In this command he con-s 
tinned tin the i6th of April 1695, when he had the mif- 
fortune to fall in, fingly, with five French fljips of war. 
He refolutely engaged them, notwithftanding the inequa- 
lity of force, frbm five o'clock in the evening until twelve 
at night; when, having had eighty men killed and wound- 
ed, and the fhip being alfo very mtich difabled in hef" 
mails and rigging, captain Robinfon was obliged to fur- 
render, and was carried into France. Immediately after 
he was exchanged, he was appointed cgmmander of th6 
Hampton Court, a (hip of the fame fprce with that iri 
which he had been taken. He continued in the fame 
ftation, attached always to the main fleet, till the peace of 
Ryfwic took place. After which he does hot appear to 
have held any command. He died on the nth of July 
1701. 

ROOPE, Anthony, — is known only as having been 
appointed commander of the Charles firefliip on the 19th 
of November 1689. He died on the 25th of Jund 
1692. ' ' 

. SINCOCK, Robert, — is one of thofe charaflers who, 
in point of intrirtfic merit, ftaiids equally well intitled to 
the gratitude of a nation with thofe greater, aftcf better- 
known perfonages, wh'ofe advantages of education and 
birth, which firft brought them forward into public notice, 
being diligently improved by repeated ads of gallantry, 
has, in a variety of inftances, raifed them, very dcfervedly 
indeed, to the higheft pinnacle of popular favour. 

Non6 of thefe advantages were poflifl^ed by Mr^ 
Sincock. He was born of very humble, honeft parents^ 
who fent him to fea, early in life, as the beft means 
they poflefled of making any provifion for him : after hav^- 
ing continued many years infhe.fervice of the merchants, 
and defervedly attained the charaSer of a very dili- 
gent,' , honeft man, he entered into the royal Jiavy, and 
was, after fome time, appointed boatfwain of the Non- 

. fuch. 
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fuch. This promotion, humble as it was^ aided by his 
own ^lantry^ laid the foundation of his fo-meritedly 
attaining that rank he afterwards reached. The Non-- 
fuch, mounting thirty-fix guns, was commanded by 
captain Roome Coyle \ stnd being (lationed as & cruifing (hip 
off Guernfey, and froin theiice up the Channel, in the 
month of March 1689, fell in with two French Ihips of 
War off that ifland, one of them mounting thirty guns, th6 
other fixteen> and fix patteraroes^ havihg under their con- 
voy about twenty fmall merchant-fhips bound fot New- 
foundland* Captaiti Roome Coyle * immediatelr engaged 
them, but was unfortunately killed fodn aftet the a£lion 
commenced, together with the mader. To add, if pof- 
fible^ to the misfortune^ the Nonfuch had^ at that time^ 
no lieutenant on board, fo that the conmiand, of courfe^ 
devolved upon Mr. Sincock, who continued thtf a&ion, 
with the utmoft fpirit anibeft condud, upwards of three 
hours, when both, the French fhips ftruck t. Mr» Sin- 
cock was, in confequence of this brave and exemplary 
condu£l, officially promoted^ on the lyih of June, to the 
command of the Nonfiich, the very (hip he had fo brateljr 
defended. 

From this time he was pro'greffivcly advanced in com-> 
mand, fo that, in 1693, he was captain of the Tyger Prize^ 
of forty-^ight guns, one of the Spanifh convoy fent out in 
that year, in company with the unfortunate omyrna fleet 
andfir.G. Rookes fquadron. We have not been able to 
difcover in what particular fervice he was employed during 
the year 1694. In 1695 we find him commodore of the 
Turkey convoy ; and, in the month of March 1696, ap- 
pointed to command the Berwick of feventy guns^. He 

was 



♦ Sec his life, vol. i. p. 175. 

+'•• Plymouth, June 9. Yeftcrday failed ihcir majefties fhip the 
l^onfuch^ Robert Sincock commander, with his two prizes to the 
caftward.'* Gaz. S461. 

} Among the Shovel papers is the following order to captain Sin- 
cock, dated April the 2d, 1696. 

'< You are hereby required and dire£lcd to receive, on board hU 
Kajefly's fhip under your command, captain John Leader, late com- 
mander of his majcfty's fhip the Chatham, and bear him a9 part of the 
lkip*s company till farther orders, for which this Ihall be your warrant. 

" c. s. 

••, Captain R. Sincock commander Of his majefty'sfliip the Berwick." 

We 
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\¥i)s one 6f the captains- feht^ during this month, under 
cominpdore WyviH» to block upf thS ports of Dunkirk 
and Calais. On his return from this fervice he joined 
the gilftfid:fleet> with \vhich he cominued during-this and 
the fblloWing. year,, till hoftilities were happily clofed^by 
the^p^fitCe at Ryfwic. h is not poiitively known whether 
h^ ever bad any commaml after this time. His deaths 
indeed, which happened on the lath of Oftober 1702, 
prevented his having any fliare in the war, which took 
place' immediately after the accoflion of queen Anne. It 
h nee^tefe to expatiate on the charaAer of a man who 
o>vec( his exaltation merely to his own merit. - 

TtCHBORN, William, — was . appointed: com- 
niander of the Lively Prize in the year 1691 . He was. 
removed ijftto the Crown Prize; in which veifel he. was 
unfortunately loft* on the 9th of February 169 1-2. 

'J,.'OWNSENI>', Bry3nt,-^v?as appointed captain of the 
Swift Prize on the yth of Auguft 1689^ and died on ihe 
14th of J^nMary 1690.1. 

WARD, James,— was appointed lieutenant of the^ 
Bo)fal PrihCQ, and afterwards of the Gcdden Phoenix, in 
thcyjear/ 1665, being foon after the commencemait of the 
fij^ft D^teh waj:* He retired, after this, for many years 
from the jfervice, which he did not return to till fom6 time 
aft^ the acceflion of king- William. On the 17th of 
December 1689, he was made commander of the Fakon. 
He was afterwai'ds captain of the Dunkirk, one 01 the 



We have inf^^ted the foregoing as containing a piece of information 
wltich may probably be curious, and entertaining to fuch as are unac- 
quainted with the rulesand regulations of the navy^ In like manner, as 
tKe joorAsiof a foreign privateer, captured by an Englifh frigate, is faid 
to be flill preferved at the admiralty, on account of the following 
vrhimfical minute in it. — N. B. Thefirfi Li£UT£NANt was dutked ' 
this dcjjffor Jkifnng on his match, 

* The following account of this accident is given in a letter from 
PlymoBth, dated February the 16th. " On the 7th inftant, captain 
Ticbbourne, in the Crown Prize, came to an anchor, in very bad 
Wisather,. off Dartmouth, and the next morning fired a gun for help ; 
biit the fea running very hi^, none could get to him till the tide of 
flood came, when the captain ha4 cut his cable and went out to fea 
towards the ftart. On the 9th iofiant the (hip was driven on Ihore 
and went to pieces : the captain and about twenty of his men were 
dfowoecli the ircft being favcd." 

V04-. II. T fquadrojft 
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^uadron fent to the Weft Indies, under the orders of fir 
Francis Wheeler. In this (hip he died on the 31ft of 
May 1693. 

WARREN, Thomas, — ^was appointed commander of 
the John of Dublin, a firefhip, on the 28th of May 1689. 
In the year 1693, he commanded the Grafton, of fevcnty 
guns, one of the (hips belonging to the main fleet* In 
the year 1695, he was removed into the Windfor, a fhip 
of fixty guns, juft launched, which was employed, during 
that and the following year, under the admirals Benbow 
and Shovel, in the defultory attacks made on the French 
ports. In 1697 he was commodore of a fquadron, from 
Cadiz, cbnfifting of fixteen Englifh and Dutch (hips of 
war, having under his convoy a fleet of merchant-fhips 
bound from thence, with which he fafely arrived, at Deal, 
on the 29th of Odlober. He was foon afterwards ap- 
pointed to. the Harwich, and fent to Madagafcar com- 
mander-in-chief of a fmall fquadron, and commiflioner to 
treat with a number of pirates who had formed a kind 
of fcttlement there. They had done confiderable mifchief 
to our commerce in that part of the world, and through 
the treachery of thofe who had been employed, particu- 
cularly of one Kidd, who had himfelf turned pirate, force 
had hitherto been in vain employed againft them. 

Negociation was rather more fuccefsful. A proclama- 
tion prudently iflued, a meafure devifed, as Campbelf 
fays, by Mr. Burchett, at that time fecretary to the admi- 
ralty, detached the common failors from their chiefs, and 
their chiefs from each other. Commodore Warren lived 
not> however, to fee the good eflFefts of this condiift ; 
dying at Madagafcar on the 12th of November 1699, he 
left the command, and the completion of the bufinefs, to 
captain James Littleton, of whom hereafter. 

. WATERS, Jofeph,— was appointed third lieutenant 
of the St. Michael on the 2d of May 1678. He had no 
other commiflion till after the acceflion of king William ; ■ 
when he was, on the 29th of May, appointed commander 
of the Hannibal hired (hip of war. It is not known 
whether he ever was captain of any other veflel. He died 
on the 25th of January 1693-4. 

^ WHETSTONE, fir William.— The firft informa- 
tioh we have been able to acquire relative to this gentle^ 

... 8 man. 
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teidh^ isj that hfe was dj^pointed captain of the Europa 
tiired ftiip of war on the 30th of July 1689; He vrzi 
employed^ during the rfemainder of ^is year, in conjune* 
tion with captain Price of the Sapphire, in convoying the 
Viduallers belonging to king William's army in Ireland* 
He continued in the lame line of ferviee duiing the follow-a 
Ing year alfo. He much diftinguiftied himfelf both by 
his great attention, as well to the general protediion of 
commerce^ as of thofe fhips which were fpeeially entrufted 
to his carej and alfo by his afifvity in diftrefling the enemy 
by capturing fcveral of their (hips* In the year 1692 he 
Vas^made commander of the Grown, a fmall fourth rate; 
ftnd, in the month of June 1693^ we find him promoted to 
the York of fixty guns^ one of the fhips attached to the 
main fleet* How long he remained in this ftation does 
not appear; but^ in 1696^ we find him cajitain of the 
Drcadnoiighti a (hip of the fame rate as the former, and 
employed on the Newfoundland ftation during the feafon^ 
for the proteftion of the fiftiery. On his pallage back to 
England he cncotmterfed a dreadful ftormi which had nearly 
proved fatal to him» He continued in commiffion during 
the I'emaindcr of king William's reign, but we have been 
tmable to difcover in what particular fhip, or ferviee. 

Immediately on the acceflion of queen Anne he was 
tippointed to command the Canterbury, and fent out com-i' 
modore of a fmall fqu^dron to reinforce 'vice-admiral 
Benbow in the Weft Indies* Being the fenior officer oa 
that ftation^ next to th^ admiral, he had the privilege 
granted hin\of local rank as a rear-admii'al^ while he con- 
tinued in that part of the world. The melancholy fate of 
the vice-admiral we have already had too much occafion to 
laments On the demerits of the authors of it Mr. Whet- 
ftone was appointed to adi as judge; or^ in plainer Eng- 
lifli, was deputed, by Mr* Benbow, to fit as prefident of • 
the court-martial, which fo juftly condemned them to an 
ignominious dtath* There has been much cavilling 
among thofe who arc fond of ftarting doubts, concerning 
the legality of the poor maimed admiral's delegating that 
authority to another, which, they fay, belonged only to 
him, and which he colild not properly diveft himfelf of. 
On the propriety of this fceptical objeSion We (hall not 
pretend to decide, contenting ourfeives with faying, that as 

\ 
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no men certainly ever more juftly drfervied the firte,th€j! 
met, fo did none ever experience more candour and fair- 
nefs in the inveftfgation of their crrminalhy. For 
although Mr. Whetftone certainly fioflfeiled too much 
honour himfelf to fufFer fuch delinquency to eicape un^ 
punifhed, he, at the fame time, had too much honeAy 
to pais on it an haily, unconAdered fentence. 

After the death of the vicer-admiral^ the command, of 
courfe, devolved oa Mr. Whetftone, who> having .refttted 
h'l^ fquadron^ &sied from Port Royal on a cniife; during 
which he, however, had no oppbitttnity of efib£iitig any 
thing memorable. Soon a/fter his return a moft dismal 
firedeftroyed the whole of the town of Port Royal;' and 
nothing tended ib much ia aMeviate the general diftrefs, 
occafioned by fo melancholy an event, as the exertions of 
the admiral during the conflagration, and his humanity 
after it. Encouraged by his perfonal example, the fea-. 
men exerted themieives wit»h all that chara£l:eiiftic intre-* 
pidity and aflivity. which ever marks their conduct in the 
nour of danger, and ijuved a coniiderabie part of that 
moveable property which muft otherwife have inevtiabiy 
jfallen a prey to. the flames* The fire having fubiided fot 
/want of biulhlingsto confnme, the inhabitants Werelelir 
totally devoid of iheeltcr. This lamentable hcmr of dif- 
trefs Mr. Whetftone, with a moft benevolent attention to 
the miferies which furromicfed him, did every thihg inrhi*d 

!)ower to relieve^ He received, on board the (hip& oi the 
quadron> all thofe wbofe neceliities, or incliftattons led 
tbem to accept the temporary and hofpitaUe refuge. The 
^miral, his officers^^and people fubmitting to every incon-^ 
vemence that they. might contribute to the prefervation of 
ike ruined inhabitants^ and uling every poiBUe means in 
hjsaiid their power toprovide them with fome other fhelter, 
tvhen the neceffities of the fervic© ihoulU rentier ihem no 
longer able to afford them his. 

Mr, Whetftone failed again from, what had been, Fbxt 
Hoyal, the latter end of E^bruiry. He had received in- 
formation of a cbnfiderable' fleet of m<erchant-ihips daily 
expected, from France ; and his im:)ination, as well ^s 
duty, induced him to ufe his bell endeavours to- intercept 
them. Thefe were, unfornmately, uofuccefefpl : andi 
after . halving, ^lodeifly. cruifed five weeks ir iearch of 

• - them. 
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4hetti, be refolved to fail for Petit Guavas and LeogatK; 
The better to enfure his fuccefs againft the enemy, he 
divided his fqiiadron and detached captain Vincent, with' 
one parti to enter the harbour from the foiith ward ; while 
>ie himfelf, with the refnainder,fliouW ftanrf in from the weft- 
ward. He was induced to adopt this meafure from the 
/aiiure of vice-admiral Bcnbow's attack on the fanie 
'place ; as wiien that commander entered on one fide, the 
eftemy made their efeape on the othft. Ofa the firft ap* 
'pfarance oi attack, three privateers*, wliich were laying 
there, eifde^iyoured, iit vain, to put to fet. The two 
largeit being driven afliore, and burnt, tbtf third taken. 
The other divifion was equally fuccofeftil, as will be bere<- 
.after feen in the life of captain Vincent. This eicpedi- \ 

tion, trivial as it may appear, frustrated a buccaneering 
attaek, tlieetaemy ^en nieditated 6a the. north fide of 
Jamaica; which, although it might have done Ihtle to- 
wards the conqueft of the c<riony^ itfelf, int^t have ruitie^ 
« multitude of private individuala. 

He does not appear to bare undertaken any thing of 
moment after this time; nor pouW it beBx^beAcd that he 
ibouldy tis he received orders, foqn after hi>s. return into 
-port, to keep the fqtiadron coUcAcd againft t4ic arrival of 
.vice-admiral Graydon from Europe, he haviwbeen feht 
out to take upon him the chief conruxrand. This officer 
arrived at.famaica on the 5th of June; and the fubfequent 
events which took place have been already taken notice of 
i-n his life t. Although the people were' in general much 
.irvitated at the difappointmcnt their ho^es of fuccefs , 
experienced On this occafion, and threw much unmerited 
odium on Mr. Graydon, the mod clamorous of them had 
difcretion and juftice "enough to b^ filent as to Mr. Whet- 
Alone. He returned to Europe with Mi*. Graydort, and 
arrived fafely in the Downs on the 22d of Oftober. So 
highly did prince George approve of captain Whetfl:one*s 
.condud during his lad command* that, in the month of 
January following, he advanced him to be rear-admiral of 
the blue, as a permanent rank. This promotion being 
rather contrary to the general rules of the fervice, gavtj 

* One of foarteezi guos, one of twelve, an(i one of Kp. 
t Vol, ij. p. iSi. 

T3 . mufh 
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much dcfeirvcd umbrage to fir George Rooke, as will be 
feen in the life of fir James Wifhart. Neverthelefs, 
iilthough the propriety of the appointment may be, in a 
great meafure, impeached, the aukward apology of prince 
George, for having made it, and done a manifeft aft of 
injuftice, is, perhaps, one of the moff honourable tefti- 
monies that coul be borne to the conduft of Mr. Whetftone, 
In the month of March 1703-4, he was appointed to 
command a fYnall fi^uadron, in the Channel, left for the 
proteftion of the cOaft, during the abfence of the main 
fleet, under fir George Rooke : but no occurrence tool^ 
pbce that is worth commemorating here. On the tem- 
porary retirement of fir James Wilhart, Mr. Whetftone 
was advanced, on the i8th of January 1704-5, to be rear- 
admiral of the white. On the 2?d of February he re- 
ceived the honour of knighthood, and was appointed com- 
mander-in-chief in the Weft Indies, in confequence of 
avhich he hoifted his flag on board the Montague, at Spit- 
head, on the 24th. Tlie fquadron equipped, in order to 
accompany him^ confifted of five ffaips of the line and two 
frigates ; with this force, having a fleet of merchant-ftiips 
imder his proteSion, he (ailed about the middle of Marcli j 
and, without having experienced any finifter accident, ar- 
rived at Jamaica on the J7th of May, with two fmall veflel^ 
he had tal^en during his paflage. The utmoft ea^pedition 
t>eing ufed in refitting the fhips, Mr. Whetftone failed 
>gain on the 6th of June, intending tocruifeofFthe Spanifl; 
main. Oil the 17th he gave chace to a large fliip of war, 
pf forty-fix guns; which, in endeavouring to efcape, ran 
through a very dangerous clufter of rocks and fhoals, called 
the Sambay iCeys, and the whole fquadron nearly entangled 
^mong them, Xhe Briftol, of ftfty guns, ftruck, but wa? 
happily got off with very little damage. At laft the Me^^ 
inaidi a fiifth rate, got within gun-ihot and began to en- 
gage the enemy- Night, however, pame on : the adion 
was djfcoi^nued ; and the enemy had almoft effedled his ef, 
cape into Carthagena. Qn the following morning he waj 
I'e-attackcd anrfcaptured^^ after a very brave and defperate 
defence of two hours. The French commander was 
liilled before the ihip fujrrendered. And he is faid to have 
jieclared his firm refolution to have blown the fhip up 
father than to have ftruck his colours: a degree of ferocity 
'. ' ' ' ' that 
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that excites our admiration, but cannot be faid, among 
civilized nations, properly to command applaufe. 

The rear-admiral, after this fuccefs, flood to the caft- 
ward. But the coaft being alarmed, and the enemy every 
where upon their guard, he viras conftrained to return to 
Jamaica without having efFefted any other fervice than 
that of deftroying a large privateer off the river Grande. 
He, however, took the precaution to leave three of his 
bed falling fhips to cruife for twenty days off Anigada, in 
the windward paflage: but this meafurc alfo failed of 
f?iccefs. 

Sir William put to fea again the i6th of Auguft, in- 
tending to cruife in his old ftation; but on the 19th en- 
countered a dreadful ftorrn^ which forced him to return 
into port, hi^ fhips having fuflained confiderable damage 
in their mafls and rigging. The hurricane feafon naw 
ixpproaching, it was deemed prudent the fquadron fhould 
continue in port during that dangerous period. This 
ftate of inaSivity was afterwards prolonged by the mifer- 
able want of naval flores, and a difmal accident which 
befel the Suffolk, the ihip on board which the admiral had 
ihifted his flag. Owing to fome careleffnefs or ntglcSt, 
which never was explained, the after powder-room blew 
up, and confequently deftroyed the quarter deck, killing 
thirty of the people, and fcorching feventy more fo dread- 
fully that the major part of them died : it was, indeed, 
almoft next to a miracle, that the Ihip itfelf was not to- 
tally deftroyed. 

This^ misfortune being repaired, and the moft prefling 
wants of the fquadron in fome meafure fupplied, the rear- 
admiral once mor^ got out to fea in the month of March, 
His intention Was to ftretch over to Carthagena, in order 
again to make the attempt of inducing the governor of 
that city to declare in favour of king Charles. The 
fame caufe which, on every experiment of this nature, had 
caufed its failure was, in all probability, equally prejudi- 
cial in the prefent inftance. He was difappointed in his 
endeavour to win him over by entreaty; and, as he com- 
manded too flender a force to flatter himfelf with the 
hopes of conqueft, fo was he compelled, as all his prede- 
'Ceflfors had been before him, to return to Jamaica, with- 
out having, in the fnaalleft degreei fulfilled tbe objed of 
hi$ cruife* 

T4 , CampbcU 
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Campbell very properly remarks that nothing )ippear«t 
in any account of this tranfadion, which can, in the 
)eaft degree, attach the fmallcft odluni to Cur Willimli, 
^ither on the ground of neglefl:, or any other fpecies of 
pifcondufl. Early in the month of June, having received 
information that iome French fliips were laying at Petit 
Guavas, he-put to fca with three (hips of the linCi two 
jfrigates, and a fireihipi in the double hopes of furprifing 
theiPi and intercepting Du CaiTe before he was reinforc- ' 
f d, as he was then in hourly hope of being joined by the 
count D Iberville with a fquadron, which would render 
him truly forj^/idable *, and put all the Britiih pofiefnons, 
in that part of the world, to the utmofl hazard. In both 
theie meritorious attempts the rear-admiral was unfortu* 
xiately difappointed. Contrary winds, and a (Irong Ipt 
current, compelled him to put back; and he foon after^ 
mrds had the mortification of learning, that the j^uclion 
^bove-mentioned had adually taken place. 

To balance, in fome meafure, this ftroke of ill-fortuoe, 
fir William was joined, on the 25th of July> by commo* 
doie Kerr, from England, with fix fliips of the line, four 
frigates, and a fireflip. A council of war was immedi- 
ately held ; and in that it was decided to renew, once more, 
•the attempt on Carthagena- The two commanders failed 
on the 8th of Auguft, and reached the fcene of intended 
action after a paffage of ten days. A flag of tnice was 
immediately font with a letter to the governor, inviting 
him to fubmit and declare in favour of king Charles. He 
At lirft appeared to hcfitate, on being informed of the late 
fuccefles of the allied powers in Spain. But the hop« 
caufed by this appearance of half-minded inclination to 
accede to the admiral's propofal was of (hort duration ; for, 
after haying two or three evafive anfwers to the naeirages 
Tent him, when at laft prefled fairly to declare his inden- 
tions, he peremptorily replied; " He knew no fovereign 
.but king Philip, aud him only would he obey." 

Inhere were at that time fourteen galleons, unrigged, 
laying in the harbour, but clofe under the walls of the 
city ; and the admiral very fpiritedly propofed to attempt 
their dcftrufltion. The pilots, however, who were ne- 

^ A| it vould then coofift of fixtec» ih}j»s qC the line. 

iwflarily 
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ceflarily confmltcd, unanimoufly declared it would be im- 
poffiWe to force a paflage into the harbour^ unlefs Boca* 
chica caftle, and the other forts which defended the en- 
trance were firft taken, as well op ac<iount of the narrow-_ 
nc[$ of liie paBage, which was entirely comnaanded by 
their gims, as of the (hoal water, which rendered it ex- 
Uemely doubtful to theno, whether fhips of the third or 
even fourth rate could work in *, were they even uriqp«* 
pofed. 

Under thefe difcouraging cir-cumtlances this attempt 
was again obliged to be given up ; and nothing now re- 
mtined for fir William but to make the beft of liis way 
to Jamaica, an4 prepare accordingly to convoy the mer- 
cfaant-fliips to England t, wi;th fuch fhips as were in the 
woift condition for fervice, leaving the command of the 
remainder with commodore Kerr, He accordingly raile4 
the latter end of October, and arrived fafely at Plymouth 
on the twenty-third of IJecember^ with the Suffolk, Bri- 
flx)l, Referve, and Vulcan firefliip. 

Sir William's next command was, that of a fmall 
fquadron intended to watch the count De Forbin, who 
was then Jaying in Dunkirk, tit received this appoint- 
luent, as fuccelfor to fir Edward Whitakcr, the latter ^nd 
of May, But, notwiihflanding his vigilance, which has 
never been impeached, even by the moft. clamorous, the 
French commander got out to fea foon after. In the 
month of June the rear-admiral, who had hoiftedhis flag 
on board the Dreadnought, was ordered to convoy the 
Archangel fleet as far as the ifles of Shetland, This pre- 
caution was taken in confeqqpnce of Forbin's being at 
fea» and in order' to fatisfy the Ruffia company of the at- 
tention of government to their protedion, as the efcort 
was other wife only to have confifted of one fhip of fifty 

'mm > ,i,t m , > t* » «■■■ I I II » ■■ .. .1. . . ' II. „ i 4 n ,m 

* A^aal CKperiment, in the year 1740, proved this opIfiioQ an- 
fbimdcd. 

+ We mud not, however, forget to remark, that, ahhough the 
• main obje£lof this expedition mifcarried throughout, the fliips,- under 
fir William's command were, as fepsirate cruifers, (ingulatly adive 
and remarkably facccfsful, having captured a num^^cr of prized, aB<^ 
in particular two very rich Spanifh tiiips, which bad on board two 
liundred thoafand pieces of ei^lit, and a very coi)GderaU« qiiaotity of 
valujbblc gopiis. 

guns. 
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ffunsy and two frigates, under the command of captain 
Haddock. Sir William having literally fulfilled hisin- 
ftruSions parted company with the fleet, having feen them 
in fafcty out of fight of the Shetland iflands. Two days 
afterwards the French commodore fell in with them, and 
unfortunately captured fifteen of them. 

It will eafily be admitted that it required no commorf 
iharc of malevolent ingenuity, to affix on fir William the 
finalleft imputation of having been, in any degree, accef- 
fery to this misfortune : but thefe were not wanting, be- 
caufe, as Campbell exprefles himfelf, ** admiral Whet- 
ftone was a man not beloved; and people were very de- 
iirous of fixing an imputation in order to get him laid 
afideT* The intereft and malice of his enemies formed, 
when united, too powerful a force to be withftood : and 
when it was found impoflible to attach to him any charge 
of criminality, his enemies were reludantly compelled to 
be content that, for the fake of quieting their clamour^i 
lie was no longer employed. The time of his death is 
unknown. 

Of all thofe unfortunate perfons who have, at different 
times, been fubjeft to national cenfure, none, according 
to the evidence before us, appear to have been lefs deferv- 
ing of it than fir Will. Whetftone; nor any man, through 
the whole of his fervice, as an admiral, more truly unfor- 
tunate. It was his ill fate to be always employed on a 
difadvantageous ftation. When afting under vice-admiral 
Benbow, whofe condudl no man ever impeached, he was 
not, in the fmalleft degree, more fuccefsful than after- 
wards, when he attained thfc chief command himfelf. But 
it is the unhappy lot of fome men to be always blamed 
for mere misfortune, or the want of fuccefs, which 
many are not able to diftinguifh or feparate from mifcon- 
duft. When his real merit had alone procured him, in 
1705, a re-.appointment to the Weft India command, his 
former ill fortune failed not to attend him. This Camp- 
bell has, in great meafure accounted for, by afcribing it 
to the negleft of the admiralty in not providing a fufficient 
force, and to the numberlefs difputes which were perpe- 
tually arifing between the governors, the commanders, 
and the people themfelves. Thefe fo cpnvulfed the in- 
ternal concerns of the colonies, and palfied that cordial 

acquief* 
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fiequiefcence which is alwajrs neceflary to add energy to 
cnterprife, as to render them all abortive. The formid* 
able fleets which it was annually neceflary to equip for 
the European fervice, and to keep the enemy In complete 
check in that part of the world, rendered it impoilibley 
lifter fienbow's misfortune, to fend abroad a fleet capable 
of crufliing, or eveq encountering the enemy; fo that, 
would the people have condefcended to confider candidl/ 
tfie fitu^tion of affairs, they would have been rather in- 
duced to applaud that care and prudence, which preferved 
. to Britain her own colonies, inftead of reprobating it as 
ina6livity or ill fuccefs becaufe unable to effeft the con* 
queft of the enemy, Campbell himfelf, ecjuitable and 
impartial as he is on moft occafions, fuflers himfelf to be 
betrayed, by popular prejudice, into the following farcaftic 
remark and implicated cenfure, ^* Sir William returned 
having performed little, though no man in the fervice had 
ihewn a greater fpirit of aftivity before hjs being fent qh 
this Weft In^ia expedition," 

The misfortune which befel the Ruflia fleet, ^er he 
had quitted it^ was, as we have already obferved, ftrangehr 
added to the catalogue of his crimes* What there was (o 
obnoxious in his condudt that could not only form againfl: 
him fuch an hoft of enemies, but could alforaife in them 
fuch an inveterate fpirit of uiyuftifiable malignity we have 
not been able to difcover. , fiut it is a neceffary piece of 
juftice to his memory to declare, that, whatever may have 
been his errors, none of them have been tranfmitted to 
pofterity ; their infignificance finking them into oblivion, 
tvhile his unmerited ill treatment has raifed him to a con-^ 
fcquence he otherwife, perhaps, would not have attained. 
wISHA^T, Sir James, — the defcendant of a very re- 
fpedable family in North Britain, was appointed com« 
mander of the Pearl on the 4th of July 1689. We have 
not been a^le to colle£t any very interefting information 
relative to him during the early part of his naval fervice. 
We find him captain of the Mary galley of thirty-four 
guns in 1 691, and principally employed in the unenviable 
fervice of convoying the Ruilian and coafting trade* His 
pare and diligence, however, in this occupation procured 
the notice and efteem of his fuperiors in command, and 
Caufed his promotion^ in the following year^ to the Oxford, 
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a-fourth rate, of fifi^y*four guns. This -fliip was, ih aH 
probability, eihployed in the fame lirie of fei-vice as the 
£onner ; ft>r though he does not appea^r to haye been em- 
ploj^ed OQ .any foreign Situation, it did not; belong to the , 
main fleet. £e that as it may, we have not been able to 
procure ^uiy farther information relative to him till the 
year 1696; at which time he was cj^ptainof tli€ Dorfet- 
fiitre, of eighty guns, one of the (hips belooging to fir 
G, Rxx>ke'&divifion im the main fieet. 

In the nuonth of March 1696-7, iUU continuing in the 
(ame ihip^ he was appointed to comfmaod a finall fquadron . 
employwl in the north fea, principally in the cicort 0f the 
trade to, and from Holland. The peac-e of Ryfvric takii^ 
place in a few months after this time be had a tefntpotrary 
retirejSKEU from the ffervice, not apf earing to have again 
received any commiilion till after the acceflion <^f queen 
Anne, wlwn Ale was made captain of the Eagle, of feventy 
guns^^nd fent on the expedition to C^diz und^r fir-Geo. 
Kooke. This great commander having obferved in bi«i 
aU the quaHtits neceffary to form a good officer, as well 
as a conftant attention to renderthofe virtues (ionfpicsdus, 
conceived for him the ftrongeft love . and attachment, 
which the worthy condu£t of the Jatter proved not to have 
been, in the fmalleft degree, mifplaced. 
. When the fleet was on its return to England, after the 
feilure of the attempt on Cadiz, captain Wiftiart was 
detached, with two other Ihips of the line, and fome 
t;ran(fp6rts, to take in water in Lagos bay. This mea- 
fure happily proved the means of firft procuring 
intelligence of the arrival of the Spani/h galleons iir 
the Kaibour of Vigo. Captain Hardy, of the Pembroke, 
having firfl made this difcovery, imm^iately imparted it 
to captain Wifhart, who was the fenior officer of the 
detachment. He inftantly difpatched the Pembrpkc 
it felf, being the heft failing Ihip, to carry th}^ important 
information to the commander-in-chief. The attack, 
andihe fuccefs which attended it, is well known. 

In the year 1703 he was taken by fir G. Rooke, who 
was again appointed commander-in-chief, to be his firfl:: 
qsiptain; but no enemy appearing in the Atlantic for the 
fieet to encounter, the plan of operations was changed. 
The flest returned into port ^ and a confiderable part of 

it 
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it failed, early in the month of July, under fir C. Shonely 
for the Mediterr^mcan. Capiain.WifhartdidnQl aocotn-- 
pany him : and, as fir George himfelf continued on (hore 
till the month of January enfuin^ is not believed to have 
received any other commilFion till that time. The pro- 
motion of captain Whetftone, who was 3 junior officer to 
Mr, Wifliart,: occafioned much concern to fir GeQige;^ 
;Mid> a$ will.^ppear fromth^^lettcrs^whicb^pafiedbet^weem 

him^ 
I *» ■ ' ' " ■ 1 1. ■ ■ ..I ^ I .1 * ■ I .1 >i. I ■ ,1. 

* " January 23, 1703. 
•* May It pleafe your royal hlghnefs, 

" Ims with ail the grief and cowuiiaQ o£ mind iroagiiablcj that I> 
find myfelf obliged to addrefs your highuefs in terms that may be, by 
the.maliciQjat,) dcerncd 4ifi«lp9^(ttl or remonftrativr; but when i con- 
oeivp il>cqu«eft*« fcrvicQi or my Qwa.fa«i»K)tir coDceraiedt^ icasncA, -for 
my life, be; tacit* 

'*< I am infoFined ea^in WhetAono 19 pieiiBrred to be ttm^miunTah 
of the blii9, io prejudice (pardon ay eMpreffion, fir,) to captaia 
WiOiart, who is a fenioroffictr, and capilaiiR to the adjniralof the flcrt* 
X b#ve bnefl atlways of opintioa, that wlif re fcniority and merit meet iot 
the Time pfe^rfpov it wottid.b& of : tha wbitfi oonfetpieficeto the fcnriee 
tO:dirceiir^ officer^ fo ^oalifiedw P^flfi/bly.captaui Wifliiait^s^ bei^a 
S£OtcbnM»y may be » reaConable Ql»jf£lioQ with foefie to bis pvcfcr*. 
ioent.ar this isime; but I rh»Ak.ihai circumOance (honld bavobeen fer 
mils true light boforethe qneesi and your royal higfaoefs; forthouf^ 
he be of that coutitry by birth he ia an fingltibmaa by imercO, ^bicb 
1 take. to he the beft fecurky her imjefty can have froai .asy of tlvo^ 
fof fonic yearft fibce he fold what he had i».ScQAland« added tail what, 
he acquired in the cro^ui's ffirYke^ aod» witk his wi&ftf.fpAunei.putv 
chsrfed, aj^dnow enjoys, a very good cHate in Yorkfhire. He has ever 
had the chara6ierX>f a good ofncer, and a very honed man ; and 1 think, 
in wvy confGicace^ defefve»it: and he faMalway& hadtright andj«(¥ce 
done him in his preferment'in the fleet, till he has had the misfortune 
of coming under my particular care and pi-ote£Uon. In the thirty 
years that I. have commanded in the. navy, my principal conHderation 
and regard has ever been the fervice and honor of my prince and 
Country; and, next to that, the adyancement and intereit of my own 
rcputa^tion. 

*^ I cannoi^ Or, but with humbJe fubmiflion reffefit and conclude, that 
by this neglc£i of captain Wilhart, my fcrvices to hex raajcfty arc not 
very wetl received or mifUnderftood, though I take God. to witncfs 1 
could not exert myfelf With, greater diligence or 2caI,%nor wilh to.be 
more fucccfsful in it than I have been : ft that, fir, fmcc my intcrefr i« 
fallen fb low, that leannot dpjuftice to her majefty'j fdrvicc, nor my 
^end, in the fleet, I do« with the humbled refpecl and duty, beg of 
your royal highnefis to intercede ai;^! prevail with the queen, that I may^ 
without her difpleafu^e, obtain her npajefty's leave and pcrmiffion to 
-icG^n my comttiaad, a&d retire to my poor pairimotiy; where I may, 
;i without 
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bim and prince Geor^ of Denmark, had nearly califedt 
lum to quit the fervice* The bufmefs was, however^ 
I foon 

vittiout tntemiptiony end my davs in rcpofe and deVotioD, 'Virbich I 
wifli may not tend to the faving oi my own foul, nor the profperity o( 
ny family, whenever I negleft to pray thai the choiceft bicflings ot 
lieaven may defcend on her majefty and your royal bighnefs; and that 
^e Almighty may blefs and preferve you long togetheri I am, in ail 
diity> royal br» * « « 

" Your mofti &c. 

"G.ROOKE.** 

Tfcc admiral foon after received the following letter from the Prince t 

•* St. James\ s6 January, 1703. 

•• I had fo much concern fpr you, that 1 did not fhcw the queen 
ytfur letter of the 84th. You may believe her majefty, and I have 
all manner of confidence in you, when we put the greatell tradot 
England into your hand: and that therefore rear-admiral Whetftonc*a 
promotion was not intended as a flight to you, *or difefteem of yout 
fervices, for which we have a juft value. I think that all fort of eti* 
cooragement ought to be given to thofe who have been forward to go 
to the Weft Indies; and Mr. Whetftone's carrying the fiaff there with 
approbation was the occafion of his having it here. I ttiould have 
a&ed your advice in this matter had you been in town; but I remem« 
fcer, upon making the flags laft year, all my council were of opinioa 
that the crown never tycd itfelf to feniority in chufing their officers. 
You may be confirmed of my cfteem, by the regard I have always had 
£>r yourfelf, and fervices; and will be latisfied, by the continuance ot 
mv idndne^. that I am your affedionate friend, 

' *« Georce.'* 

To which the admiral immediately wrote the following anCwef 
to his royal bighnefs : 

" May it pleafeyour royal highneft, 

** I have received tne honor of your highnefs^s letter of s6th inl!« 
for which I cannot be fufficiently thankful. It is not fit for me to 
feply to your royal bighnefs but with the greateft fubmiflion and duty) 
and it is in that I humbly »ke leave to inform your ro^al bighnefs, 
this is the only inftance, fince that office has been conftitutcd in the 
navy that the firft captain to the admiral has been rejcfted in favor of 
a Vounger officer i and this ncgleft of mine has fo impared my credit 
and intereft in tlie fleet, that I cannot think my felf qualified to execute 
the great truft her majefty is picafcd to repofe in me. I have nothing. 
to value myfclf upori but the reputation I have acquired in my country** 
fervice ; and when 1 think that fuffers I am touched in my tcndereft 
part in which I am fo fenfible, on this occafion, that 1 mull beg your 
joyaVhighncIs to lay my letters before the queen ; and that you will btf 

' • plearfc4 
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foon accommodated fo as to fatisfy the demands of fir George, 
and the honour of captain W ifliart, by promoting the latter 
to be rea^-admiral of the blue, with that precedence he 
was juftly entitled to, to rank before Mr. Whetftone. He 
ftill retained his original flation, though promoted to be a 
flag officer. This* was unufual, but not wholly unprece- 
dented in the fervice; as, during the firft Dutch war, 
vice-admiral fir William JPmiu ferved as firft captain to 
the lord high admiral : neverthelefs,, in the following 
year, this was much complained of in parliament, as an z& 
of mifcondud in prince George. 

On the arrival of the fleet at Lifbon king Charles pre* 
fented him with his pidure richly fet with diamonds, 
and a compliment of two hundred guineas for the purchafe 
of a piece of plate. Although he held the ftation of firft 
captain to fir George Rooke, while that commander con- 
tinued at Lifbon, fir James Wifliart, who, in addition to 
his promotion, had received the honpur of knighthood, 
was detached, on a fliort cruife, with ten Englifli and 
Dutch frigates and fhips of war. Nothing material, how- 
ever, occurred except his falling in with fix large French 
fhips, fuppofed to have been the fame which had been in- 
eiFedually chaced a few days before by a ftouter detach- 
ment under fir Andrew Leake. The (hips under fir Jame?, 
although fuperior in point of numbers, were much inferior 
in actual ftrength; fo that although the enemy, when they 
firft fell in with each other, appeared very refolute, and to 
have a fixed intention to come to adion« But they foon after- 
wards bawled their wind, and having evidently the advan- 
tage, in point of failing, efFeSed their efcape. Sir James 
rejoined fir GeoJ-ge Rooke on the i8th of May. 

pleafed to prevail with her majefiy in granting zne my defired repofc 
and retirement. 

« *' I am, with all imaginable duty, 
"Koyal fir; 

«• Your moil, &c. 

. «* G. RooiC£> 
Copied from the original MS. in the pofTeffion of vice-admiral 
Kingimiil. 

On the 5ih of February following Captain Wifliart received the 
prince's commiffion to be rear>admiral of the blue^ and hoifte^ his flag 
on board the Suffolk, at Spithead; but, at the king of Spain's rcqueft» 
he continued firft captain to the admiral for that expedition. 

The 
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The otlntr operatiwjriof'tbe {Uei^ dU^bg the •«@edkk>jn^ 

of the yiear- i«7o4> hav« beeir. ah^ady g^v^a^^ fom^ lengjtiii 
iof the life of fitGeoffg^ Roc^kso^; aad as fbomd^ ft^^iioif h« 
bdd it 13 impofifbl^ to cliicrirRiA9<e^or<|ifeov)9F>t^(bmi«o9 
of the rea»-adaural friom>thore of thecommafKl0ivio*-Qhik]f^ 
all that can b0 faid isy that there be no f&rther catumeQ^ 
dation beihrwed'OBhii^. c&ndudi than that it m^jritied^ ia 
the fulleft fenfe,. the condial approbi^ion of fir Geoige, 
whoffi efteeoufoi? him rofd, if po(Itbk»/^ith^ the- ]bi>gth of 
l^eir acc^uaintancQ. , WheR' tha (hips ref urnf d to EngUndi 
lir James, on the removal of fir Gfeprge> from the chief 
commandy hid (k)wa« hrs Gosimiffion>7 ^nd' r^etired fbr a 
tune froiii,the fervice* 

We meet with nothing relati^^ to* hifh» after thia 
tinne, tiJl'We-fiftdrhiro, iff the month of Noi'amb«r ^707;,; 
Qoe of the admirals aiTemhled, with* five other; flag^ofScersv 
vnderf prince George, tho lord highi adliikaJt> to exfttnino 
the proqeediirgs of the court-martial^ ^nd it« decilioiv, on 
the triad of fip Thomasr Hardy, as- will be more fully rfe^*. 
latedihcrsafter, in. the memoirfi of that gentleman. On tfee 
aoth'Of Jituie iToS'^Sm J^ames was afpointedt one of tho 
cpuncil tp prince George^ as lord high adlniral ;. but his 
xoy^al highnefsdying^oH'the 2&h of October folJowing,.tha^ 
commtffioH of Gourft terminated. On the 20th of Dccemi- 
ber iJitOy aft^- the great- political ooavulfiony which 
mft before took place, hddfubfided in fpme mealure, fir 
J^mss was made a- lord of the admiralty ; and^ on the 7th - 
of F^raary 1711-12, wa<5 appointed thecommi/Hoaerta 
go to- Holland, a$ fucceffor to fir Pavid Mitchel, to reguw 
£te th© marine quota, purfuant to the; treaties between hei? 
tnajeffy and the ftatos^-general, fbr^the fei^vice of tiie year 
1 71 2. .Th.ei treaty oi Utrecht having clofed all holUlities, 
little iatereftixlg information is to he expefted relatives tOr 
Rim in the line of fervice. His feat at the board of ad-- 
Uiiralty he ret^nisd t^roH^ fev«ral commiflions ; and, in 
the month of D^ceihber 17I-3-, was advanced to be admi- 
ral of the while,, and' commander- ia-chief in the Medi- 
terraueacu 

On the acceffion of George the Firft, the intereft o# 
thpfe m.en, with wb^na he. hadi evei% livted iii the ftri<fteft 
lejftaJK ofmtiDQacy andrfricndfliip, began^ifib'ly tt)dfeclit^c \< 
aawfcsi^^ortipletechaBigc tttfcing place foon a/terW^rds in 

■'every 
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every department of adminiftration, fir James was confe- 
quentljr involved in it. On Jthe 14th of Oflober a new 
commiflion was made out for executing the office of lord 
high admiral. This was a prelude to his final difmiflion 
both from his civil employtneat and from the fervice ; 
fir Charles Wager being fent, in the month of January 
following, to fupercede him in his Mediterranean com- 
mand. Afrer his return he lived totally in retiremeiit till 
the time,,6f his death, which took place fome time in the 
year 17^9*. 

A mbre violent and fcandalous proof of the unwarrant- 
able rage of what is called party, is not, perhaps, any where 
to be met with than in the treatment of this gentleman. 
Of the mod irreproachable manners as a man, as well 
as exemplary conduft as an officer, he became the objedb 
of political perfe<;ution, conftruSed on fuch grounds that 
it was impoffiblc for him^o obtain any redrefs, or legally 
to complain of. The great charafter and confequence of 
fir George Rooke, together with the neceffities of the 
ilate, which would not at that time admit of the retire- 
ment of fo great a man in difguft, procured him, in the 
iirft inftance, an aft of juftice from his enemies, which, 
probably, was a violence to their very natures. Too 
mild and unprefuming to force himfelf into political con- 
fequence in his civil capacity, with the death of his friend 
and patron his intereft liink at once. To his own intrinfic 
worth was owing that countenance and employment he 
experienced during the latter part of queen Anne's reign ; 
and, perhaps, no greater encomium can be bellowed on 
him, than to proclaim to the world the name of his 
great patron, except it is to add, that, even after the de- 
ceafe of that patron, fir James continued to be refpedted, 
lionoured and trufted by able minifters and moderate men. 

WRIGHT, William, — was appointed captain of the 
Nathaniel firefliip on the 29th of September 1689, ^^^ 
died on the 9th of November following. 

• In rear-admiral Hardy's Lift of Naval Officers, he is faid to have 
died OQ the 30th of May 1723; but this wc apprcficnd to be a 
■lifiake. 



yoL. n. ' U ASHBY, 
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ASHBY, Arthur, — IS fuppofedy by fome, to have been 
the fon of Thomas Afliby, efq; of LoweftofFe, in tJie 
county of Suffolk, brother to adniiral fir John Aihby, of 
whom we have already given fome account. This, how- 
ever, is far from being eftablifhed as a^ pofitive faft. As 
.to what concerns him as an officer we nave nothing far- 
ther to relate, than that he was appointed commander of 
the Mermaid on the i8th of June 1690, and died on the 
30th of N ovember 1 69 1 . 

BANKS, Sir Jacob. — We have found nothing relative 
to this gentleman till he was appointed commander of the 
Cambridge on the 26th of Auguft 1690. He did not long 
continue in this ftation, being in a (hort time after- 
wards fucceeded by captain Foulks, and removed into 
another fliip. Nor is this to be confidered as the fmalleft 
affront to his charafter, or reproach to his conduft, it being 
exceedingly unufual to continue fo young an officer in the 
command of fuch a powerful a (hip, except as captain to a 
flag, it being a third rate of feventy guns. In 1693 he was 
captain of the Carlifle of fixty guns, one of the fhips belong- 
ing to the main fleet ; and, in 1696, of the RufTel, of eighty 
guns, employed in the fame line of fervice. The poverty 
of events,, vi^hich attended the operations of this branch of 
our naval defence, precludes us from having any thing 
memorable to relate during thefe years of thofe officers who 
commanded fuch fhips as, flri6lly fpeaking, compofed it. 
'Even the attack of the French ports, which occafionally 
took place during this period, was committed to detach- 
ments ; and thefe were principally formed from the lighter 
fliips of the line. We do not, after the flrifteft enquiry 
we have been able to make, find this geiitleman ever no- 
'ticed as a naval commander, after the peace at Ryfwig. 
He received the honour of knighthood from queen. Anne, 
but on what particular occafion we are ignorant, He-tlied 
on the 22d of December 1724. 

BRIDGES, 
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BRIDGES, William, — was appointed captain of the 
Swallow on the 9th of May 1690. In 1693 ^^ com- 
manded the Portland, of forty-eight guns, a (hipftationed 
in the Downs for the proteftion of that part of the coaft. 
In the following year being promoted to the Montague, 
in the month of December he aflifted in the capture of a 
French fhip of war, of fifty-four guns, called the Teme- 
rai^/e. This fuccefs he did not long furvive, dying on the 
21ft of January 1694-5. 

BUCK, James,— was appdnted fecond lieutenant of 
the Hampton Court on the 12th of November 1688 : he 
was promoted to the command of the Play Prize, of thirty 
guns, on the 26th of July 1690. He was foon after- 
wards removed into the Charles galley, a fliip of fuperior 
force. In the month of June 1691, he was fent, in 
company with captain James Wifliart, who then' com- 
manded the Mary galley, to efcort a fleet of Englilh fhips 
to Elfinore. When on their return from thence with a 
convoy, on the 2oth of July, they fell in with eight fliips, 
to which captain Buck immediately gave chace, while his 
companion continued with the merchant- fhips for their 
better prote(flion. About noon captain ^uck got up with 
and found them to be four French privateers, with four 
Englifli n\erchant-(hips, their prizes, which they had cap- 
tured two or three days before in company with a fqua- 
dron of fmall French ftiips of war. Captain Buck retook 
the largeft of their prizes, the Tyger, which was a very 
ftout fliip mountine thirty-four guns, together with one 
of inferior note. He continued to chace the reft for fome 
time, but unfortunately without efFeft. With this fpirited 
aft he glorioufly clofed his life, dying on the 9th of the 
following month. 

CHAMBERLAIN, Clifford,— was appointed com* 
mander cf the Griffin firefhip on the i8th of March 1689, 
and died, on the 6th of November 1691, captain of the 
Forefight. 

CRAWLEY, Thomas, — was appbinted fecond lieu* 
tenant of the Elizabcthon the ift of OSober 1688. On 
the 7th of February 1690, he was promoted to the com- 
mand of the Richmond. In 1693 ^^ ^^^ made captain 
of the Referve, of forty-two guns; and fent to convoy the 
outward-bound fleet to .Newfoundland. His diligence 
and ftriS attention to every point of bis profcifional duty 

tJ 2 exceed 
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.excited the notice, and procured him the patronage of fir 

C. Shovel. He was ftrongly recommeRded by that great 

commander, to the commiilioncrs of the admiralty, as an 

officer moft remarkably affidiious, even in thofe minutiae of 

his duty which fome, though with the beft intentions and 

moft eager zeal for the fervice, have difregarded. The, 

jparticular circumftance which appears to have intercfled. 

fir Cloudefley in his favour was,* his having, at a very {?# )r.t m 

notice, equipped for fea the Cambridge, a third rate, of 

eighty guns. 

Through this very ftrong recommendation captain 
Crawley was, in the month of June 1695, promoted to 
the temporary command of the Neptune, Of ninety guns; 
from which, in the month of Auguft following, he re- 
turned to the Cambridge. The admiral appears only to 
have contrived this as a mark of rc(pe£l to him, in pro- , 
curing him the command of a fuperior fhip, while he 
himfelf found it neceiFary to hoift'his flag on board the 
Cambridge, during captain Crawley's continuance in the 
Neptune. He remained in this fliip during the reft 
of the war, and was ftill retained in commiflion after 
the peace was figned, as it is believed, till the time of 
his death, although the^articular ftip is not known. 
He died on the i6th of February 1700-1. 

CONDON, David, — was appointed fecond lieutenant 
of the Unicorn in 1672, and ot the Forefight in i673. 
On the 28th of July 1678, he was promoted, by fir John 
Narborough, to be firft lieutenant of the Portfmouth. . 
On the 4th of March 1681-2, he was appointed to the 
fame ftation on board the Dragon ; as he was alfo, on the 
14th of April 1685, on board the Rofe. On the 25th of 
May 1690, he was promoted to the command.of the fame 
fllip : he was afterwards made captain of the Heart Ketch ; 
in which veitel he was unfortunately killed on the 9th of 
June 1692. We have diligently fearchcd for fome authen- 
tic particulars relative to this aftion, but without iuccefs. 
We know only, that the fhip itfelf was taken after 
being very gallantly defended, for a confiderable time, ^ 

againfl: a very fuperior force. ' 

DAVIDSON, James, — was appointed captain of the 
Bonadventure, hired fhip of war, of fifty guns, on th^ 
1 8th of June 1690. He continued in tins command nearly 
during the whole war, and appears to have been principally 

I employed 
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cniploy€d in convoying thofe inferior fleet;? of merchant*, 
(hips which were not thought of fufficient confeqyence td 
require a moie formidable proteftion. In the month of 
April 1693, he efcorted a fniall fleet from Bilboa. In the 
fummer of the year 1696 he was fent to Iceland for the 
protedion of the whale fifhery ofi^that coaft ; a fervice he 
not only eflPeftually performed, but had alfo the good for- 
tune to capture four French armed veffels, fent thither for 
the double purpofe of fiftiing and privateering*. In the 
following year he was made captain of the Afliftance, and 
fent on the fame fervice. During this expedition he 
captured a large French fhip which had been lent to Ice- 
land, on the fame two-fold kind of fervice with thofe 
which were captured irt the preceding year. He conti- 
nued to command the Afliftance, as it is fuppofed, during 
the whole of king William's reign. After the acceffion 
of ^ueen Anne no mention is made of him; nor do we 
know whether he continued in adual fervice. In the year 
1704 he had a penfion fettled on him of 123I. 8s. gi, per 
ann. which he enjoyed till the time of his death,' which 
happened on the 12th of July 1709. 

DEAN, Robert,— was appointed commander of the 
Pearl on the ift of April 1690: in 1693 he was made, 
captain of the Ruby, a fourth rate of forty -two guns, one 
of the fquadron fent, in the early part of that year, to the 
Wed Indies, under fir Francis Wheeler. After his return 
from thence h^ was promoted to the Sterling Caftle of 
feventy guns, apd continued in commiflion after the con^ 
clufion of the w^r, even to the time of his death, which 
happened on the 6th of January 1699, but in what 
particular fliip we have not bpen able to difcover. 

rr (Y — ^^ 

* In 9 xnanufcrip^ npte to a navy lifi, in which we have found 
many intercfling as well as authcntix: anecdotes, he is fatd to have beei| 
difmiffed from thfe Sopad venture in 1696, for brpa?h of orders, &c. 
We think it our duty^ however, to declare the charge refls on this 
eeflimoMy only, and tnat we are much inclined to diib^lieve it, more 
efpecially as we 6nd him, fo imQ)^iat«ly afterwards, appointed to 4 
^ip fuperior to that from which be is laid to have been difmiffed. 
We have thought it necefTary to obferve on this memorandum, le^ 
having been feen by others, ourfilencc (hould be conftrued cither intQ 
car^lels or wilful omiflioo. 

U3 PORRIt, 
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DORRIL, Robert,n—was appointed commander of the 
St. Andrew, of liinety guns, on the 20th of February 
1690. He was captain of this (hip at the unfortunate 
adion off Bcachy Head, where he ferved as fecond to fir 
Ralph Delaval who commanded the blue fquadron ; in 
which ftation he appears to have behaved with much be- 
coming fpirit. It is, therefore, very Angular we never 
' find him holding any other command, nor meet with any 
mention made of him, in the fervice, after this time. No 
notice is taken even of the time of his death ; and were it 
hot that we find his name inferted in an official lift of the 
captains of the navy as alive in the year 1699, we fhould 
have fuppofed him to have died foon after the period above 
ajluded to. 

EDWARDS,'Richard,^— was appointed fecond licute* 
nant of the Plymouth on the 3d of September 1688 ; on 
the loth of March 1690, he was promoted to the com- 
mand of the Greenwich ; in 1693 he was captain of the 

^Kent, of feventy guns, one of the Ihips belonging to the 
main fleet. Jx\ 1695 he commanded the Chichefter of 
eighty guns, one of the (hips belonging to the fmall fqua- 
dron fent under the command of lord Berkeley and fir 
Cloudefley, to attack the fmaller French ports. In 1696 
he removed into the Severn, of fifty guns. He continued 
in commiffion during the peace, which took place foon 
after this time, but it is not known in what particular 

,fhip. 

After the acceffion of queen Anne he was appointed to 
the Berwick of feventy guns. This (hip was one of the 
fleet fent, under the command of fir George Rooke, on 
the expedition againft Cadiz. On this occafion he aded 
as one of the feconds to rear-admiral Graydon ; and in the 
fubfequent attack on Vigo, was ftationed as one of the 
feconds to fir Stafford Fairborne, who commanded the 
third divifion. 

In the year 1703 he ftill cpntinued in the Berwick, and 
failed for the Mediterranean, under fir C. Shovel, 'being* 
ftationed to lead the van of the Britiih on the (lar- board 
tack. On his return from the Mediterranean in the fol- 
lowing autumn he quitted the command of the Berwick. 
It is not known into what (hip he removed, nor have we 
been able to colled any thing farther relative to him till 

the 
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the year 1707, when we find him commanding the Cum- 
berland of eighty guns, and appointed commodore of the 
convoy fent to efcort the outward-bound Lifbon fleet. 
His force was by no means defpicable, but thought per- 

' feftly competent to the defence of its charge, which, in 
point of intrinfic value, was confiderable ; and, confidered 
in a national light, w^s, from the quantity of horfes and 

• ftores intended for the ufe of the army in Spain, of ftill 
much greater moment. The efcort confided of the 
Cumberland and Devonfhire, of eighty guns each ; the 
Royal Oak, of feventy-fix ; and the Chefter and Ruby, of 
fifty. The two latter, indeed, could only be caHed the 
convoy, as the remainder of the force, under commodore 
Edwards, was to return after feeing the fleet fafe -fifty 
leagues to the weft ward of Scilly., The French having, 
as it was believed at that time, no force at Breft of fufiicient 
confequence to be dreaded, the precautions taken by ad- 
miniftration for the defence of this great objeft were 
thought fully competent. Such, however, was the want of 
information at home, aided by the treachery and treafon 
of fome individuals, who gave accurate and conftant in- 
formation to the enemy of the equipment, force and de- 
ftination of this fquadron, that, on the i oth of Oftober, 
being the very day after it failed, it fell in with the com- 
bined fguadrons of the count De Forbin, and M. Da 
Guai Trouin, ojF the Lizard. The commodore imme^ 
diately took every meafufe prudence could fuggeft and 
gallantry fiipport, both in the proteftion of bis convoy 
and the maintenance of his country's honour. He firlt 
formed his line; and having made a fignal to the 
merchant-fliips to make all the fail they could, dropped 
in between them and the eneiny, with whom a defperate 
adlion commenced. The French force confifted, ac- 
cording to our beft hiftorians, of, at leaft, twelve fhips of 
the line. Againft thefe very unequal numbers the Englifh 
contended with determined valour, and with, at leaft, the 
fuccefs of facilitating the efcape* of that fleet they were 
unable to proteft, 

M. Du Guai Trouin himfelf, fupported by his two 
feconds, attacked the commodore, in the Cumberland, 
about noon. He refifted, like a man fully imprefled with 
^ tfue fehfe of the national charge committed to his cafe ; 

U 4 hut 
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but what can the mod romantic bravery efftA againft 
fuch fuperior numbers: in fine, the Cumberbnd wa$» 
taken; but the commander had that npbjeft confolation^ 
to a man of honour, that all men were unanimous in 
founding the praifesof hi& valour, and in pitying his mii^ 
fortune. He did not return from captivity till the follow- 
ing year, and, confequently, was not tried for the lofs of 
bis mip till the latter end of OSpber i7©8» The judg* 
mcnt of the court-martial confirmed the opinion his 
countrymen had ever, before this inveftigation, conceived 
of his conduft : fufficc it to fay, he was moft honourably 
acquitted. He does not appear to have gone to fea after 
this event: but, in the year 171 1, was appointed com- 
miflioner of the navy at Plymouth, an office he held only 
till the year 17 14; when he retired, altogether from public 
life, with a penfion of 250I.- a year, which he enjoyed till ' 
the time of his death, on the 2d of March 1723. 

FAlIiFAX, Robert, — was appointed commander of 
the Conception Prize, of thirty-iwo guns, on the 15th of 
November 1690. He received no frefh commiflion after 
this for a confiderable time, as we find him employed, in 
the latter end of the year 1693, as captain of this fhip on 
the New England ftation. In the month of April 1694, 
he commanded the Ruby, at that time (lation^d as a 
cruifer in the liiflx Sea, and gained confiderable credit by 
capturing, after a very gallant aftion, a large .French pri- 
vateer, called the Entreprenant, belonging to Brcft, and 
lyiounting forty- fix guns. In 1695 he was promoted to 
the Newark, of eighty guns, one of the fquadron fent 
under the command of lord Berkeley and fir C. Shovel, 
to attack the French ports. He remained in the fame 
fhip, we believe, during the whole of the war ; buf dur*. 
ing the peace which fucceeded, does not appear to have 
been employed. In 1703 he was appointed commander 
of the Kent. We find him detached, on the loth ojE 
May> with a fmall fquadron, confiding of four (hips, to 
reconnoitre the port of JBreft. In confequence of the in- 
formation he colleflcd while on this fervice, particularly 
of all the French fliips having . efcaped out of Conquer 
road, and Camaret bay, fir George Rooke, with the body 
of the fleet at that time under his command, failed for 
Belleifle ; but no profped of rendering any fervice appear- 
ing' 
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ing, and the time of the cruife being expired, the fleet 
returned into port towards the end of June. In-, the fol- 
lowing iiEionth captain Fairfax was ordered out, under 
rear-admiral Pilkes, to attack, a confiderable fleet ot mer- 
chant fliips, and their convoy, which were faid to be col- 
le^ed in Cancalle bay. The fquadron failed on the 22d9 
Zfid on the 26th, at day-light, got fight of the enemy, thca 
laying at anchor, about a league to the weftward of Gran- 
ville. Twenty-four of the enemy's fhips were taken and 
deftroyed in the courfe of that day, and feventeen more* 
together with the convoy, which confided of tliree floops 
of war, on the following. Captain. Fairfax appears to 
Higye eminently diftinguiihed himfelf during this enter- 
prize; and is faid to have received a gold medal, purpofely 
ikuck on the occafiont to perpetuate the memory of fo 
fignal.a fervice, and very defervedly bellowed )on the rear- 
a&iiral, and thofe officers who had fortunately born a. 
confpicueus part in it* 

After this time we meet with no information relative- 
to feis holdijig any command. On the 20th of Jime 
i»^o8, he was appointed one of the council to prince 
^eorge of Denmark, then lord high admiral, an office 
he heW till his highneffes death, on the 28th of Odlober 
following. FroftT this time till his death, an event which 
happened on the 7th of O^ober 1725, he appears to have 
retired altogether from public life. 

FOWLER, or FOULIS, Thomas,— is fuppofed, 
b.y foixiCj to have been the fon of the captain Fowlis of 
whom we have given fome account*. He was, on the 
12th of April 1690, appointed commander of the Vulture 
fireihip. He continued in this line of fervice fome time, 
aiid acquired confiderable credit at the battle off La Hogue, 
in an attempt made by him to burn the Royal Sun, Tour- 
ville's fhip ; an attempt bravely apd judicioufiy made^ 
naeriting the higheft commendation, notwithftanding the 
ihot of the enemy firing his fhip before it could take 
cffeil, unfortunately rendered his great endeavour abor- 
tive. Soon after the return of the fleet into port he was 
promoted to the command of the Deptford, of fifty guns, 
o;ie of the fliips belonging to the main fleet. He was, in 

♦ Vol. I. p. 223% 
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the year 1694, made commander of the Reftoration, a. 
third rate, of feventy guns. He continued in commiflion 
during the peace, and, as it is believed, till his death, 
which took place on the 14th of July 1703, being foon 
after the accelfion of queen Anne. lie then commanded 
the Britannia. 

HAILES, John,— -was, on the ift of May 1690, made 
commander of the Half Moon firefhip ; he was foon 
afterwards promoted to a frigate of thirty-two guns, called 
the Virgin's Pri2;e. This fhip appears to have been 
chiefly employed as a cruifer in the Channel. Captain 
Hailes was unfortunately drowned, at Kinfele, on the 9th 
of December 1693, at the fame time with captain Gillam, 
in whofe life we have already given an account of that 
melancholy accident. 

HARLOW, Thomas, — was, on the 19th of March 
1690, N. S. appointed commander of the Smyrna Mer- 
chant. He was, not long afterwards, promoted to be 
captain of the Burford, of feventy guns, one of the (hips 
belonging to the grand fleet. In 1696 he commanded 
the Torbay, of eighty guns, and led the van of the com- 
mander-in-chief's divifion. He continued in this fliip 
till the concluflon of the war ; and being detached^; 
in the month of Auguft 1697, with a fmall fquadron, 
confiding of the Torbay and Devonftiire, ot eighty 
guns ; the Reftoration, of feventy ; the Defiance, of fixty-p 
four; and the Betty, a fmall frigate hired from the mer- 
,chants. He fell in with a French fquadron of fuperior 
force, which he refolutely, and, in fome degree, fuccefl"- 
fully engaged : but the enemy, after an adion of fome 
hour3 continuance, finding themfelves incapable of gain- 
ing any advantage againft fo determined a foe, prudently 
declined any farther contelt, which their fuperiority, in 
point of failing, foon put it out of the power of the 
tnglifh to continue *, This Seems to be the fair and 

impartial 

♦ The following is the account, given by authority, of this little 
tranra6lioD, which, from a number, of concurrent circumilances, foon 
afterwardt Qiade a very confidcrable noife. 

*V On the 14th, Scilly bearing N. £. 248 miles difi^nt, the Defi- 
ance being a-head, between fix and fcven in the morning, defcried 
fevcral fiiips to windward, and made the fignal to give notice: where<^ 

upon 
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impartial ftate of this aSion ; but although, candidljr 
judging at the prefent diftant period, we cannot difcover 
the leaft criminality, or ground for reprehenfion in captain 
Harlow's conduft during the preceding bufinefs, it is 
certain his reputation fuffered much in the opinion of his 
cotemporaries, more particularly of thofe^ who were noi 
feamen. 

The French Iquadron was commanded by Monilcur 
Pointi, whom we have already had occafion to fpeak par- 
ticularly of in the life of admiral Neville. It had efcaped 
almoft a myriad of encounters and dangers, and was re- 
turning to Europe laden with the plunder of the Weftem 
world. The wealth he bore off, and the frequent hope 
and fuppofed chance of recapturing it had tantalized both 
the Englifli and Dutch fo, that repeated difappointment 
could obtain no fatisfaSifon, but that of venting itfelf in 



upon captain Harlow with the other men of w^r iQade all the fail 
they could and plyed to windward, fuppofing they might be the 
"Weft India (hips; but as the day came on we difcovcred them to he 
great (hips, and faw them bearing down towards us in a line. We 
put ourrelires.in a readinefs for a n^ht. About two in the aftemooa 
the enemy brought to, being five in number, one with 3 white flag^ 
fwailow tail, at the main top-maft, and bore down nearer to us. 
About three we engaged, and the fight contitiued till about fix in the 
evening, when the enemy tacked. We made all the fail we could 
after them, but found they much outfailed us ; and about ten at nighc 
loft fight of them. The fifteenth, about four in the rooming, very 
clear weather, we again difcovcred the enemy about four leagues from 
us; we followed the chace, and continued it all night with all the fail 
we could: on the 16th, in the morning, had fight of them again, 
about five miles from us; whereupon they let out their reefs, and feC 
tlieir top>gallant fails; and, in a watch and an half, with a frefh gale, 
wherein we tried every way of failing, they gained fo touch from us 
that we faw ho probability of coming up with them ; and fomebf our 
fhips being a great way a-flern, and the weather thick, we gave over 
the chace* In the fi^ht the Torbay had one roan killed and five 
wounded; the Reftoration fix killed and fourteen wounded; the De- 
Tonfhire eleven 'killed and eleven wounded; the Defiance fixteen 
wounded; and the Betty one wounded. The enemy's fquadron waft 
compofed .of one (hip of about ninety, two of feventy, one of fixty^ 
and one of fifty guns." 

On the foregoing a6^ion Campbell {hrewdly remarks, " On the 
ibUowing day they, the French fquadron, entered the harbour of Breft, 
having as happily and as firangely efcaped j| variety of dangers as any 
fijuadron that ever went to fea.*' 

a violent 
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at violent and unwarrantable clamour*. -This was en- 
creafed, and with fomc degree of induftry* by popular 
fpeakera/ whofe fuppofed patriotifm had ■ conferred on. 
them, by long uface, a right of faying with impunity 
whatever they pleated^ and of fome others who had not 
the courage to avow the charge t they had the bafenefs. 
anonimoufly to advance. 

The refult, however, of their united endeavour's was> 
that captain Harlow ceafed to be employed any more dur- 
ing the reign of William the Third. The rage of po- 
pular disfavour having, in fome meafure abated, he. 
was, foon after the acceflion of queen Anne, ap** 
pointed to command the Grafton, of feventy guns, one of 
the (hips fent, under fir G. Rooke^ in the year 4 702, on the, 
expedition againft Cadiz. Nothing memorable can be 
expe£fced, relative to the life of a fea-officer, in an enter- 
prifc in which his department of the fervice was not at- 
all concerned. In the fubfequent attack on Vigo he wasi 
ftationed as one of the feconds to vice-admiral Hopfon- 
who led the attack with his detachment, on which, with- 
out wifliing to dimlniih the merits of thofe who followed 
and fuflained him, the principal weight of the a6lion lay». 
Thus, happily and fuccefsfully, captain Harlow clofed his 
naval life. He continued at Vigo till the remainder of 
the fleet and prizes returned to England, with fir Clou- 
defley Shovel, in the month of November 1702; after 
which time we do not believe he ever went to fca. 

On the 7th of February 1704-5, he was appointed a* 
coramilfioner of the viSualling office, a ftation in which 
he continued till the 13th of >rovember 171 1 . He is faid 
to have been appointed mafter-attendant at Deptford, but 



* A Dutch i^ttthor quaintly faid, " })} luck Ivid put pQ legdfQ. 
hoots to purfuc the French.** 

*• f Admiralty Office, September 21, 1697. WhereaiB the Iprd» 
commiffioners of the admiralty did receive a leiter by the pod, figned 
A.. B« which contains feveral things relative to th<e late a^ion q£ 
captain Harlow, thefe arc to give notice, that if the perfon who writ 
the f*id letter, will apply bimfelf to one of the fecreiarie^ of the ad* 
miralty^ his name fhail not be made known without his own confentg 
^d he fl»l} likewife be rewarded and preferred by their lordlhips.'* 

G9zette| No»33&3. 

in 
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in what year we have not been able to afcertain. He 
died, in a very advanced agey in the year I74i, 

HAWKINS, Charles,— was^ppointed, by king James, 
fecond lieutenant of the Sedgmore on the loth of May 
1687, On the loth of March 1690^ he was promoted 
to the command of the Milford frigate. In the year 1 692 
he was promoted to the Advice, of forty- two guns, one of 
the fhips fent to the Weft Indies, in the following year, 
under the command of fir F. Wheeler. While on this fer- 
vice he had the fortune, call it on the prefent occafion good 
or ill, to acquire, in an eminent degree, the notice and good 
opinion of his commanding officer, who being, immediately 
on his return to Europe, appointed commander-in-chief of 
the fleet fent to the Mediterranean, procured the promo- 
tion of captain Hawkins to the Suflex, of feventy guns, 
the fhip on board which he intended to hoill his flag ; 
its melancholy fate we have* already had occafion to 
relate in the life of fir Francis : fuffice it to fay, captain 
Hawkins was included in it, on the 19th of February 

1693-4. ^ 

HUBBARD, John, — has been unfortunately con- 
founded with the John Hubbard, of whom we have givea 
a fhort account *. He was in all probability the Ton of 
that^entleman. He was appointed fecond lieutenant of 
the Forefight on the 13th of July 1688, and promoted to 
be firft lieutenant of the fame veilel on the i6th of Auguft 
following. He was made captain of the Bonadventure, of 
forty-eight guns, on the i8th of June 1690, and conti- 
inied in the fame command fome years ; during which he 
appears to have been principally employed in convoying 
the fmaller fleets of merchant-fliips. In 1695 we find 
him commanding the Dorfetfhire, of eighty guns, one of 
the feconds to lord Berkeley in the defultory attacks made 
by him, during that year, on the French ports. In 1696 
lie was captain of the Devonfhire, of feventy guns, ono 
of the leading fhips of fir C. Shovel's divifion in the main 
fleet. We do not believe him to have bprn any commif- 
fion during the reign of king William after the peace at 
Ryfwic ; but foon after the commencement of the war 
Mv'ith France, in 1702, he was appointed captain of the 

♦ Vol, I. p. 79. 
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£ffex, bf feventy guns, onp of fir G. Rookfe's fleet; a /hip 
of which he continued for a long time comnjander* Iri 
the following year he failed for the Mediterranean with 
fir C. Shovel; and, in 175^4, eminently diftinguifhed 
himfelf, under fir George Rooke, both in the attack of 
Gibraltar and the engagement with the French fleet off 
Malaga. 

In the following year he was made cafJtalh of the Pan- 
ther, and returned to the Mediterranean, under the com- 
mand of fir C. Shovel, with whom he continued to ferve 
during his expedition again (I Toulon. Having efcaped 
ftipwreck at the time his brave and unfortunate admiral 
perifhed, he, foon after his arrival in England^ was com- 
millioned to the Elizabeth ; and rettirning to the Mediter- 
ranean ftation in the following year, was, in the month 
of July, detached, by fir John Leake, at that time com- 
mander-in-chief there, with his own fhip, the Elizabeth, 
three other Englilh (hips of war, and three Dutch, to 
cruife between renifcola and Tortoza, in order to cover 
the attack then meditated upon the ifland of Sardinia. 
We fipd him, while thus employed, to have rendered 
himfelf remarkably confpicUous, by his great diligence 
and attention to every thing which appeared, in any de- 
gree, likely to promote the caufe of the allies* 

By his fpirited co-operation with lieutenant-general 
Stanhope, he laid the firft foundation of that fuccefsful 
expedition which took place, in the month of Auguft, 
againft Minorca ; and in this we feel it our duty to dwell 
longer on his merits, as he appears, in confequence of 
this condu6l, to have attached to himfelf a refponfibility ' 
in cafe of ill-fuccefs, few wifh to encounter, except urged 
by the molt fpirited motives of gallantry and zeal. We 
believe him to have, in great meafure, retired from the 
fervice after he quitted the command of the Elizabeth, 
which he did in the year 1709. On the 17th of March 
lyro, he was appointed fuperintendant at rlymouth, an 
office which, however, was aboiiflied at the conclufion of 
the war ; after which he had a pcnfion fettled on him of 
250I. a year. The time of his death we have not been 
able to invefligate. 

• HUGHES, Gabriel, — was appointed commander of 
the Griffin firelhip on the 3th of Auguft 1690: in the 

yeai^ 
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year 1692 he was made captain of the Roche fter, of fifty 
guns, one of the fhips belonging to the main fleet. How 
long he continued in this veflel we have been unable to 
afcertain; but, in the month of June 1696, we find him 
captain of the Defiance, of fixty-four guns, a ihip em- 
ployed in the fame line of fervice as the former. He^ 
-continued in commiflion till the time of his death, which 
happened on the 4th of May 1699 ; but we are ignorant 
what particular (hip he commanded after the Defiance. 

JOHNSON, John, — was appointed ciommander of the 
Kingsfifher on the 27th of May 1690. In 1692, he was 

r promoted to the Edgar, of feventy-two guns, one of the 
fhips belonging to the main fleet. In this veflel he con- 
tinued till the month of July 1693, when he wa« 
made captain of the Neptune, of ninety guns, on board 
which fliip Mr.' Neville had hoifted his flag as rear- 
admiral of the blue. We have not been able to colled 
any farther particulars relative to this gentleman, or the 
fervice in which he was engaged, till the year 1696, when 
we find him, in the month of March, commanding the 
Suffolk, of feventy guns, and fent as commodore in this 
fhip, with the Monk, of fixty; the Chatham and Wool- 
wich, of fifty-four each ; the Deptford, of fifty ; the Mary- 
gold, Portfmoutlj, and Biddeford frigates; with five Dutch 
fhips of war, to block up the ports of Dunkirk and 
' Calais, and more particularly to prevent the failing of that 
well-known naval parti fan, t)u Bart. He appears to have 
been employed on this flation during the remainder of the 
year, as neither his own, or any of the fhips which had 
fcompofcd his fquadron, are found, during this period, to 
have been engaged in any other, fervice. He was not 
commiffioned during the peace which fhortly after fuc- 

, ceeded; but, on the commencement of the war with 
France, in 1702, was made captain of the Sterling Caflle, 
of feventy guns. In this fhip he failed, under admiral 
Rooke, on the expedition againft Cadiz ; and, in the fol- 
lowing year, under fir C. Shovel, on thar to the Mediter- 
ranean, undertaken for the relief of the Cevenois, a fer- 
vice fruitlefsly attempted through the want of fnfKcient 
attention at home, and the lalenefs of the equipment. 
Captain Johhfon as well as hisdip fcarcely furvived their 
return, being lofl, on the 26th of November 1703, in that 

trcmen- 



Digitized by VjjOOQIC 



320 LIVES AND CHARACTERS OP 

tremendous hurricane, emphatically diflinguiihed by the 
appellation of the Great Storm. The Sterling Caftle was 
ftrandcd on the Goodwin Sands; but feventy of her crew, 
among whom were four marine officers, the remains of 
upwards of three hundred men, were almoft miraculoufly 
faved amidft that dreadful contending jar of elements. 

KEMPTHORNE, Rupert,— is fuppofed to have been 
the fon of a captain Simon Kejnpthorne, and nephew to 
the gallant iir John Kcmpthorne, of whom we have 
already given fome accoynt. This gentleman was ap- 
pointed <:ommander of the Half Moon firefhip on the 
1 8th of Oftober 1690. He was prevented, by a very 
untimely death, from purfuing that path to poflhumous 
fame and renown which his brave relatives had acquired, 
being unhappily killed at a rencounter, in a tavern, on 
the 28th of Oftober 1691. 

KERCHER, Thomas,— was appointed commander of 
the Hunter fireftiip on the agth of April 1690. In the 
beginning of the year 1693 he was promoted to be captain 
of the Dolphin, of twenty-fix guns. He was ftationed 
off the weftern coaft of Ireland to pr«vent the Introduflion 
of any arms from France, for the ufe of fuch of the late 
king James's adherents as ftill continued an inferior and 
defultory kind of warfare in that part of the kingdom. 
He continued on the fame ftation till the month of July 
1694, when he had an opportunity of difplaying as much 
gallantry on an occalion almoft generally unnoticed, as, 
falling to the lot of a better-known charadler, would have 
been fufficient to have immortalized his fame. A French 
privateer of thirty-four ^ns and two hundred and forty 
men, had, by cruifing out of the general track, fallen in 
with and captured a valuable prize from Antigua, a fingle 
ihip, which, running without convoy, . hoped to efcape 
danger by coming round the northern coaft of* Ireland. 
Captain ICercher fortunately fell in with both the priva- 
teer and the prize. The former he inftantly engaged; 
and, notwithftanding the difparity of force, the Dolphin 
having only one hundred and fifteen men, compelled the 
* captor to abandon his prize, and alfo confult his own 
fafely by flight. This very gallant behayiour procured 
pisn, immediately on his return into port to refit, the 
, comm^and 
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command of the Rupert, of fixty-four guns; a promoHoh 
he did not long live to enjoy, dying on the 17th of Oc- 
tober 1694. 

KERR, William,— was appointed fecond lieutenant of 
the Pendennis on the 13th of September 1688 : on the 
14th of May 1690, he was promoted to the command df 
the Deptford, of fifty guns. While commanding this 
fhip he had> in the month of November 1691, in com- 
pany with the Chefter, the good fortune to capture a large 
privateer of twenty-two guns, which had, for a confidcraWc 
time, infefted the Channel. He afterwards met with" 
confiderable fuccefs in this fpccies of fervice, having, in 
the month of Oft. 1692, captured another large French pri- 
vateer belonging to Wantz, called the Fortune j carrying 
twenty-four guns, eight patararoes, and one hurtdred and 
eighty men ; and in the following month, in company 
with the Portfmouth, commanded by captain BritifFe, 
a third, called the Hyacinth, of Hill fuperior force to the 
laft. In 1693 he was made captain of the Lfeno^, of 
feventy guns^ one of the (hips belonging to the main fleet. 
In 1693 we find him commanding the Burlington, in 
which ftation he had the misfortune %o incur the cenfure of 
a younger officer, (captain Stephens of the Solebay) a ceh- 
fure, however, which attached not to him an. atom of 
difgrace ^, as he was mod honourably acquitted by a 

court- 



* In juflicc to bis memory, and to explain this matter very fully^ 
we fhall infert a letter, written by (ir C Shovel to the board of ad* 
miralty, relative to captain Kerr^s condul!i in this affair; and ihall only 
remark, that no man could ever >vi(h a more complete and honour* 
able juuifiCation than the honeA and anbiafled opinion of fo great and 
brave a commander; an opinion afterwards confirmed fay a regular 
and, legal enquiry, although in itfelf fufficientjv explicit to fattsfy 
thofe who entertain evcA the Aioil rigid ideas of the honour of the 
fervice. . ' 

" Montague, in Calais Road, 25 March, 1695. 
*^ Right honourable, 
. ** Your lordlhip's order of the 20th inftant, direfting me to make 
a ftri£l enquiry into the matter rcprefen'ed tayou by captain Stephens, 
commander of the Solebay, touching captain Kent's not timely weigh- 
ing upon Gght of fome of the enemy's privateers on this coaft, 1 fend 
you, enclofed, a copy of captain Kcrr*^ relation of that affair, to 
whkh I have thought fit to add, for yowr lordfhip*s farther informa- 
tu>n, that, on Friday eke i3ih inftant, I ordered captain Kerr, in the 

Vol. II. X ' furling. 
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courUmartial, held for the piirpofc of invcftigatirig hi^ 
c6ndu<S. 

Soon after this decifion he was fent to Lifbon, to efcort 
from thence the homeward-bound fleet. Nothing re- 
markable occurred during his paflage thither^ except his 
capturing a fmall French privateer^ mounting eight guns, 
called La Bergere. He failed from Lifbon towards the 
end of the month of Auguft,and arrived fafe in the Downs, 
with his charge, oh the I2th of SeptCQibcr. After this 
time he appears to have been principally employed, dur- 
ing the remainder of the war, as a cruifer. In this Ser- 
vice he difplayed confiderable a£livity, which was deferv- 
cdly rewarded by feveral captures. During the peace he 
was out of commiflipn ; but, on the recommencement of 
the war with France, was appointed commander of the 
Revenge, of feventy guns. In 1702 he was one of the 
members of the court-martial held for the trial of fir John 
Munden ^ but, for what particular reafon does not appear, 
was the only member who did not fign the fentencc. In 
-= ■ ■ ' ■ -r ' " ■ " - " ■ . 

Burlington, with the (hips mentioned in the margin, to proceed a» ' 
near Dunkirk as h« ftiould think fit, and there to make what oWcrva- 
tion he could of the (hips in Dunkirk, and in the Flemini road, and 
to return to mc with an account. Upon his return I required a 
particular report of his proceedings in profecution of that order. 

" He acquainted me, that on Sunday the i^th, be had fight of 
feveral French privateers, with their prizes, {landing in for Dun- 
kirk ; and that he had fent the Solebay, the Lark, and the Brigan- 
tine to chace them, who thereupon tacked and flood away over the 
fands, but that his pilot would not take charge of his fhip to fland 
ever after them. Now though, upon ftrfft enquiry into captain 
Kerr's condud and management upon this occaOon, I find that it is 
the general opinion of people that were prefent, that ff captain Kerr 
and the Mary galley had weighed and flood over (he banl^ after the 
enemy's (hips, it is reafonable to believe they might have retaken their 
prizes ; I cannot find the omiflion of thfs ought to be imputed to 
captain Kerr as a crime or a refIe£Uon, fince I find, upon enquiry, 
that it was upon the pilot's plea of his being unacquainted, and his 
refufal to take care ot the ibip» that captain Kerr forbore to weigh ; 
and I cannot but obfcrve to your lord (hip, kpw great a misfortune a 
ammander muji needs lay under ^ if his reputation nmfl depend upon thg 
AnnvUd^e or mil tfa'ptht, 
"lam, 

•• Right Honourable, 
** Vours, <^'C. 

•* Cloudesly Shovkl." 
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f 7©3 he failed for the Mediterranean under the^orders df 
iir Cloudefley Shovel; and on his return from thence, at 
the end of the fame year, natroAvly efcaped dcftruftion in 
that tremendous ftorm, in which fo muny capital fhips 
J)erifhed, on the 26th of November, The Revenge was 
at that tinje laying in the Downs, but was blown from her 
anchors on the 27th^ and driven over the north end of ih^ 
Galloper: fhe, however, weathered the lloriti without 
having fuftained any confequential damage* In the fol- 
lowing year h'b continued in the fame fhip, and was de- 
tached to the Weft Indies with a fmall ftjuadron ; biit 
nothing memorable, either of cenfure or praife, appeats 
to have taken place during the time he was employed oh 
this fervice. In 1704 he had the misfortune to be in 
company with the Falmouth at the time that (hip was 
taken by monfieur St. Paul's fquadron ; but was declared 
by a court-martial, of which fir C. Shovel was prefident^ 
to have behaved very meritorioufly, and to have rendered 
her all poffible fervice. In the year 1706 he was made 
captain of the Rupert, and appointed commodore of a 
fquadron, confifting of one third ratej his own (hip, fife 
fourth rates, four frigates and a fire(hip, tnd again fen^ ta 
the Weft Indies to fucceed fir William Whetftone as 
commander-in-chief on thdt ftation. Honours and pro- 
motion to fome people prove a misfortune ; thus did they 
in the prefent inftance ; and captain Kerr, who had hitherto 
maintained a fpotlefs fame, and had meritorioufly attained 
a moft honourable tru(t, had not the refolution to pre- 
ferve v^hat he had ju(Hy won* 

* He joined admiral Whetftone at Jamaica ofi the ^5fh 
of July ; and on the departure of that officer, for Europe^ 
in the month of Oftober took upon him(elf the com- 
mand *. Previous however to thisj they failed togethef- 
on a cruife, in hopes of being able to takc^the city df 
Carthagena. This was, on maturer deliberation and 
cdnfultation, found impraSicable ; noi* does any circum- 
ftance, worth commemoration, appear to have occurred 
during the cruife. They returned to Jamaicai and com- 
modore Kerr failed foon afterwards on an expedition 



* On which occafion be removed into the Bredabi 
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Digitized by VjOOQIC 



324 LIVES ANP CHARACTERS OF 

againft the ifland of Hifpaniola. It was firft proporcd to 
attack port Louis ; but this idea was foon rejedled in con- 
fcqucncc of his having no pilot with him who was fuf- 
ficicntly acquainted with the entrance of that harbour. 
It was next deterniined to attack Petit Guavas. The 
difpofition was aSually made for this purpofe ; and all the 
boats of the fquadron were fent, manned and armed, under 
the orders of captain Boyce, who was appointed to cover 
them in the Dunkirk's Prize, However prudently and ju- 
dicioufly thefe mcafures were arranged, the attempt unfor- 
tunately mifcarried, through the inattention or too for- 
ward zeal of fome of the officers commanding the boats, 
which running in too near the ftiore alarmed the inhabi-/ 
tants, and rendered abortive all hopes of fuccefs, which 
was never expefted on any other ground than that of fur- 

Jrizc. Thus foiled, the commodore again returned to 
amaica to refit his (hips, and procure provifions and 
refreftinwnts, of which his fquadron began to be grievoufly 
in want. 

Here he had to combat with a new fpecies of enemy, 
whichi i)y no means uncommon in that part of the world, 
has repeatedly proved more formidable than the fword. 
It is almoft needlefs to fay this was difeafe, which, though 
always deftruSive, proved, at this time, mofl unufually 
fatal; the mortality being fo great as to utterly di fable the 
f<quadron from any farther fervice. . The commodore find- 
ing all hopes of enriching himfelf honourably at the ex- 
. pence of the enemies of his country, appears, at this time, 
to have taken the refolution of avenging himfelf on the 
pockets of his own countrymen. We are well aware that 
nothing irritates the human mind more than misfortune; 
and that particular fpecies of misfortune too, the deprivation 
of v^ealth : fo that, notwithftanding we are very ready to 
admit thcj juflicc of the general complaint againft the 
cominodore, we think it but candid to conclude, the 
popular odium under which he fell was greater than his 
ihare of delinquency really merited. The following 
appears to have been the outline of the tranfaftion. 

The inadlivity of the fquadron at Jamaica neccflarily 
induced by the mortality which then prevailed, fubjeded 
commerce to much interruption and heavy loffes, parti- 
cularly from the Spaniards, who, in that part of the world, 
, ! I were 
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were unanimous in favour of the duke of Anjou, and 
whofe guarda-coaftas, and privateers, vrtrt remarkably 
aftive and fuccefsful. The armament, in point of num- 
bers, had never, perhaps, been competent to the protec- 
tion of the ^xtenfive trade carried on in the face of an\ 
enemy, whofe fituation peculiarly enabled them to difturb 
it; much lefsvi'^as it equal to the talk in its reduced ftale. 
The merchants of Jamaica had, for a confiderablc time, 
been in the habit of encreafing this lofe by a particular 
fpecies of commerce, detrimental to the mother country 
itfelf, and hatefyl even to the Spaniards themfelves, at 
leaft to thofe who were not fpecially engaged in it* This 
was a contraband trad^ with certain diftrifts in the pof- 
feflion of the enemy, who were by thefe means fupplied 
with many articles of ^hich they ftood in want, not 
excepting thofe ftpres which were abfolutely neceffary to 
the equipment of their private veflels of war. When the 
(hip, thus freighted, efcaped deteftion aad capture, the, 
returns were lucrative in the extreme ; and the chance of 
9ibundant profit daily procured frefti, and inore intrepi4' 
adventurers. 

Occafional lofs damped, indeed, but could not fubdue 
the avaricious fpirits of thefe bold and enterprifing men,. 
Each appears to have been eagerly ftriving before his fel- 
low to infinuate himfelf into the good graces of the com? 
mander, znd purchaff his proteftion. The honour of the, 
fervice, as well as hjs own, funk before the daemon of 
avarice. A merchant, of the name of Wood, appears as 
the principal complainant againft Mr. Kerr : he was en- 
gaged deeply in the fpecies^ of commerce juft defcribed ; 
and Mr. Kerr was refolved, as it feems, to abridge it, un^ 
lefs be himfielf was permitted to have a {hare in the pro- 
fits. From the tenor of thfe complaint laid before the 
Itoufe of peers, by Mr. Wood, it muft evidently appear," 
liot that the complainant had any injuftice done him, but 
that the reputation of the ffervice, difgraced in the hands of 
the perfon to whom it was at that time confided, had beer> 
bartered away for profit ; that the commodore and the 
merchant were two brokers, each ftriving to enrich him-r 
felf and out- wit his neighbour. In this kind of traffick 
all advantages appear to be held as fair ; and we have only 
to lament that a man, who ought to haye ^ve^ maintained 

X 3 ^he 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3^6 LIVES AND C|lARACTE|l« Of 

the charaftcr of tl pcrfQn of honour, fhould dcfcend tcr 
fuch meannef^ ^ to become a partnec in fo difgraccful 4 
trade. 

On' the 2 2d of Auguft comtnodore Kerr, being fuc- 
ceeded in his command by commodore, afterwards fir 
Charles Wager, failed for England in the Bredah, having 
with him the Sunderland, a fourth rate ; the Experiment 
frigate, and the Hai^ke fire-fliip, with a fleet of merchant- 
fliips, under tl\eir convoy. He conduced them to Eng- 
. land in fafety. On the 7th of February 170^-8, the 
^drefs of the houfe of lords, againft captain Kerr, was 
prcf(?nte4 to th^' ^ucen *, 

The 



* The tenor of it was, that ** Captain William Kerr, late com- 
inander of a fquadron of her majefty's {hip;s at Jamaica, had refur«>d 
to grant convoys for their ihips to ihe Spanifh coafi of America^ and 
in particular, that Mr. Thomas Wood had offered to captain Kerr 
the fum of fix hundred pounds, as a gratuity^ if he would order one 
of the ihips of war under his command to go as convoy to the Ncp- 
n;ne floop and Martha galley, laden with woollen and other goods •; that 
the faid captain Kerr at that time fcemed much plcafed with the pro- 
pofal, and faid the Wiudfor fhou-ld be the fhip, and ordered Mr. 
Wood to make what difpatch he could in i^cttipg the galley and floop 
feady. 0^ wAi(i encouragement he got ready to fail, and bought three 
hundred npgroes to pur Qn bpard; and then acquainted captain Kerr 
therewith,, and vi^h the great charge he was at in maintaining the 
pegroes, together with his fear of their Cckncfs. Captain Kerr tlien 
laid he feared he couldnot fparc a man of war, but the next day fem 
Mr. Tudor Trevor, captain of the Wind for, to acquaint Mr. Wood, 
that captain Kerr faid, he thought Mr. Wood could not have oflTercd 
Jcfs th^n two ihourar.d,,or, at Icaft, fifteen hundred pounds: where-: 
Upon Mr. Wood declared the fum was too great, that the trade could 
vat bear it; fo that the faid floop and galley prpceeded on their voyage 
withont convoy : and in their return the floop, loaded with grea; 
wealth, being purfued by French privateers, and having no convoy, 
and crouding too much fail to get fjoiu the enemy, was unhcippily 
overfet and loft. 

** The faid Mr. Thomas Wood alfo complained that, uppn 9, 
farther application to the laid Mr. Kerr, for three floops bound to th^ 
faid Spanifli coaft, he promifed to give the Experiment man of war, 
commanded by captain Bowler, as a convoy; for which the faid Mr. 
Wood agreed to give eight hundred pounds; four hundred pounds, 
part whereof, was pajd to the faid Bowler ; and the other four hundred 
pounds was made payable, by note, to one Mr. Herbert, for the ulcof 
Mr. Kerr; which note was lent in a letter to Mr. Kerr, and by him put 
into Mr. Herbert's hands : and bcfidcs that, as a farther cncouragc- 
jjipnt fjqr allowing the faid convoy, Mr. Kerr had an advcnti»re of 

fificea 
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' The charge legally turned on the following point, that 
Mr. Kerr had unwarrantably demanded, and a6tuallv re- 
ceived a confiderable fum of money as a recompenle for 
the fervice he had partially rendered individuals, by pro- 
tefting their property from the enemy. This being fairly 
proved, the houfc entreated the cjueen to difraifs Mr. Kiri? 
from her fervice. So reafoiiable a requeft could not be 
refufed. And that man who had uniformly, till this.lall 
a£t, maintained the charafter of ^ perfon of honour, was 
difmiffed with an ignominy exceeded only by that attached 
' to cowardice ox treachery. The time ot his death is 
unknown. 

K*ILLEGREW, James,— was appointed lieutenant of 
the Portfmouth on the 5th of September 1688. He was' 
promoted to the command of the Sapphire on the lith of 
April |6f p| and was principally employed on the cruifmg 
fervice during this, and the following year. We know 
not any thing memorable relative to him, during this 
period, except his having, in the month of July 1691, 
captured a large French privateer after a long running 
fight. Early in the year 1692 he was made captain of 
the York, of fixty guns. In the beginning of the year 
1693 he was removed into the Crown, as he w^as 
into the Plymouth of fixty gun*^, in the month of July, 
and fent^ under admiral RufTel, to, the Mediterranean 
in the following year. He held the fame ftation, i-n the 

EFteen hundred pounds in the faid (loops without Advancing any 
money." * " ^ 

This was the fuip of the charge, the whole of which was certainly, 
very fairly proved. But the admitted delinquency of Kerr by no 
means places Mr. T. Wood in ihe light of an hotiourable trader, or 
an highly injured man« He had engaged in aq illicit commerce, the 
profits of which muft have been immeni'e to have enabled him to pay 
ib enormous a fum for its protection. After having confented to this 
v£ry fcandalous extortion, and a3ually received his remainder of the 
profits, like a man thoroughly verfed in all the principles of a contra- 
band trade,he informed againfthiscoadjutor, in order to repofl'efs himfelf 
of that money he had paid for the connivance and alTiflanee ^ u^hich he 
was before very ready to receive on the terms above- flated, rather , than 
forego his Jliare of the profits. . Between two traders there would have 
been nothing unfair in this tranfa6lioif ; between an officer and a 
trader there was much diitionour, added to that fpecies of criminality 
arifing from his bartering away the reputation of \\^e olHce he held fof 
|hi^ his Qwn private and paltry emolumeqt. 

X 4 month 
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month ©f January 1 694.-5, when ho bravely fell while 
•ftpff'^g* fingly, two French (hips, one of fixty-four, 
^nd the other of fifty guns. Hillbrianis rather varv in 
thcit particulars relative to this very gallant aSion. The 
following we honeftly believe the moft authentic relation 
<tfit. 

Captain Killegrew, at that time commander either 
of the Medwayor the Plymouth, was detached, by admiral 
Rulfel, with a fquadron, confiding of fix or feven fourth 
and fifth rates, in fearch of fome French fliips of war, 
laid, at that time, to be cruifing ofF,the ifland of Malta. 
At the time he firft got fight of them, which was early in 
the morning of the 27th of January, ofF the ifland of ran- 
talarQa,he was confiderablya-headof anyofthe fhips which 
compofed his fquadron, fo that he was fingly engaged, for 
9 confiderable timc,againft two (hips, the fmalleft of which 
was of nearly equal force with himfelf. In this unequal 
encounter ^ilkgrew was killed together with a confider- 
able part of his crew : but the other (hips carrying a prefs 
of fail, at laft jgot up to take their fliare in the adlion : 
foon after which the French fliips both furrendercd. The 
l.;irgeft, called the Content, was commanded by the count 
De Caulard, mounted fixty guns, and had a crew of four 
hundred men: her companion was called the Trident, 
commanded by the count D'Aulnoy, mounting fifty-two 
guns, and carrying three hundred men*. The latter 

is 



♦ The following account was publiflied as authentic immediately 
•ftei the a ft ion. 

** Tba.f captaiFi Killegrew, haTing with him a fquadron of feven 
EiigJifli (hips of war, had, on the syth of January i6g^-^t detached 
i(HreQ of them to cruife off Cape Paffaro, and three in the Channel of 
Malta, while he himfelf remained, with his fingle (hip, oS the phare of 
lyiclIlAa. Quickly after captain Killegrew fell in with two French 
ftipsof war, one of fixty-four^ the other of Hftyguns, and ^ngo^ed Uttm 
kolh for the fpaee of four hours ; when, upon the report of the guns, 
one of the detached Englifh men of war came in to bis affiOance, who 
to well feconded capfnin Killegrew, that the French betook themfelves 
10 a running fight,' and, in a fliort time* the (hip of fifty guns furren- 
tiered, and foon qfirr funk; the other, having all her marts fi^ot by 
%bc board, yielded alfo, and was carried to Meuina. There were on 
Voard the two French fhips of war above feven hundred men, of wjnch 
tlmod one-half were killed and wounded: captain Killegrew was 
likewife killed in the fight^ and about fifty of his mqn killed and 
woiifidcd." 

The 
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is fai.d, by feme, to have funk fopn »fter fhe furrcndercd, 
Thi§ is a miftake ; fhe got fafe intp Meffina;, and wa* 
afterwards enrolled in the r^nglilh navy. Charadters lik^ 
that of captain Killegrew need no encpmium. 

KIRBY, Richard,— ^was appointed commander 9f th« 
Succefs hired Ihip of war on the 7th of February 1699, 
He continued captain of this veflel till the year 169?^, 
being chiefly, if not entirely, employed in cgnvpying the 

The Freacfi made a confitjerable merit of the courage with which 
thefe two fl)ip$ were defended ( znd^ according to their ufual romantic 
mode of relating j|1I a6)ions in which they tht^mfi^lves were concerned* 
recorded «^ thousand prodigies of valour which never ejcifted. Trgc 
^iUntry needs not the embeUiniment of fi£lion tQ render it attraQivc* 
The French were very fpiritcdly attacked hy an inferior force : they 
defended themielves couragepufly, and when aHiftance came up were 
cempelled" to fubniit. 

The a^Qpqnt given by Qamphell aifordt us foipe few particiilart 
v^hich reconcile the contradidions of other biflonans, and fome alf(( 
which are not el fe where met with. He makes, indeed, in common 
with almoft all of tbem, the force of the French ft^ips greater than it 
really was. The Content, when taken, carried fixty guns only, and 
the Trident fifty. This information we give as authentic : it is takea 
from a manufcript lid of the French fleet in this year, found among 
fhe Shovel papers, for the communication of which we holdoqrfelvci 
very much.inaebtcd to lord Romncy. It Is faid that the French fijip* 
of war, at firft^ miftpok the Englifti fhips fof merchant-men, and horc 
down upon them ', but quickly difcovering their miftake, put about an4 
endeavoured to getaway. That the whole EngliQi fquadron, confiOing 
of fix (hips, were together; and the Plymouth being to much difabled a^ 
to be obliged to bear away for Medina as foon as the other five lhip« 
got up, three ofi them, the Carlifle, NewcaOle, and Southampton pur- 
fu*d the Content ; and the Falmouth and Adventure the Trident; both 
which (hips at length furrendered, after having made a running fight 
during the night and part of the next day, in which they loft a CQ^iidcr- 
able number oF men. 

The Trident, it appears, being very leaky in confequence of the 
great dam.-ge (lie had received in her hull, was obliged to be fentaway 
immediately to Gorgonti : which circum(lanv.*c, probably, occafioned 
the premature report, of her having funk foon after the a£lion was 
over. Campbell alfo adds an anecdote too honourable to he onfiitted, 
or to have the reinfertion of it charged to the account of national. 
vanity. 

" When captain Killegrew come up with the Content the whole 
French crew were at prayers ; and he might have poured iri his broad- 
fide with great advantage; this, however, he retufed to do> adding 
tM ibllowing remarkable jexpreflion, It is bensatk tke cour^t i^ the 
Engli/h muion tQfurprizi thtir enemus in/uc^i a poJiurcJ* 

CQaitii^ 
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coafling trade. The Succefs being no longer retained m 
the fervice, captain Kirby does not appear fo have held 
any commiflion during the year 1693. In 1694 he was 
made commander of the Southampton, one of the fhips 
fent to the Mediterranean, in the courfe of that year, under 
the command of admiral RufTel, and behaved with much 
ff irit and adlivity in the aftion, of which we h^v? given 
f6me account in the life of captain Killegrew; acircum' 
fiance Twc cffiify to be pw nt ed ®of, in order to prove^ that 
fomethiijg worfe than a natural defe£k of what is called 
cdurage, which is a misfortune only, was the occafion of 
that conduft for which he afterwards fo defervedly paid the 
iforfeit of his life. In the beginning of the year 1696 he 
l\ad a violent difpute and quarrel with his boatfwain, who 
was tried by a court-martial in confcquence of it, and 
feverely punifhed, and his own charaSer rather fuf- 
fered in this civil encounter. After he quitted the 
Southampton, whi^h he did foon after this time, he 
h^d no commiflion * till he was appointed to thp Defiance 
of fixty-four guns, and fent to the Wefl Indies under the 
orders of admiral Benbow. His behaviour in the aftion 
with the French admiral, Du Cafle, as well as the 
opinion of the court-martial held in confequence of it, 
have been already fufficiently related in the account given 
of that engagement in the life of admiral Benbow. Early 
in the following fpring he was fent prifoner to England 
under the fentence, on board the Briftol. The queen was 
fo highly, and juftly incenfed againfl; him, that orders were 
fent down to alt the different ports to carry the fentence 
int» execution immediately on the arrival of the (h'p, not 
only to prevent any applications for mercy, which it was 
determined not to. comply with,, but alfo to deter others 
from (hrinking, on any occafion, from the ftandard of 
honour. The iliip arrived at Plymouth on the 14th, and 
he was executed on the i6th' of April 1703, 

KIRK, Piercy,-— was appointed fecond lieutenant of 
the Mary, by lord Dartmouth, on the 19th of December 
1688 : on the 8th of July 1690, he was promoted to the 



t Wc niuft except that he was employed, in the year 1697, in. tiler 
Weft Indies, under the conwiiaud of admiral Neville, aix^ behaved 
tj^crc, in a way very much to hi^ honour and reputation^ but wc have 
liSt been ^ble to difcover what (hip he CQinmanded. 

1688: 
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command of the Rofe, a priic taken from th€ Salletines, 
and then corruptly called the Sally Rofe. He was after- 
\yards made captain of the Cygnet firefhip, and fent, under 
the command of fir Francis Wheeler, to the Weft Indies, 
where he died, foon after his arrival, on the 23d of May 
J693- 

LEAKE, or LAKE, Sir Andrew, — was the fon of 
Mr. Andrew Leake, p^^rchant, of LoweltofFe, in- the 
county of Suffolk; and Deborah, daughter of James 
Wild, of the fame place. He was appointed comman- 
der of the Roebuck firerfhip on the 17th of Au- 
guft 1 690 : but we do not believe him to have taken 
poft till the 9th of January 1690- 1, and in what (hip 
we have been unable to afcertain. The next information 
we have been able to procure relative to him is, his 
having been appointed commander of the Grcen- 
wFch in the month of July 1693- This (hip was one of 
riiofe belonging to the grand fleet ; and after that returned 
into pott, for the winter, was ordered out to cruife at the 
entrance of the Channel, in company with feveral other 
third and fourth rates* His diligence and aflivity, while 
employed in this (ervice, procured him both fuccefs and 
commendation. We believe him to have continued in 
commiftion during the war ; but have been utterly unable 
to difcover either the name of the fhip, or (hips', or the 
particular fervice in which he was*engaged. 

After the peace at Ryfwic he appears to have retired, 
for a fliort time, to the place of his nativity,, Loweftoffe; 
to which town he ever proved himfelf a warm and indefa- 
tigable friend. In the year 1698 the chapel belonging 
to that town being in a ruinous ftate, and the parifh church 
at too great a diltahce to be frequented by the aged and 
infirm, captain Leake, in conjunction with a doclor 
Peake, with fo much fuccefs folicited and promoted a fub- 
fcription, to which he himTelf very liberally contributed, 
fpr rebuilding it, that the building was very foon com- 
pleted under his, and the doffcor^s aufpices and diredion,. 

In the year 1700 captain Leake again returned to the 
fervice, and was appointed commodore of a fmall fqua- 
dion, fent to Newfoundland', for the proteftion of the - 
fifhery there. In 1702 he was made captain of tho' 
Torbay, of eii^hty gnns, and failed foon afterwards, under 
the command of Tir George Rooke, in the exptdition 

againil 
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agsund Cadix. He was ftationed in the line as one of (he* 
feconds to rear-admiral Graydon. At the attack made 
on Vigo, admiral Hopfon, who led with his diviilony 
Ariftcd his flag from the Prince George into the Torbay *. 
The particulars relative to this very ipirtted attack having 
been already given in the life of nr Thomas Hopfon, it- 
w<Kitd be a ridiculous piece of tautology to repeat them 
here : we fhall therefore content ourfelves with faving, 
the behaviottr of the captain was, in no refped, lets ex-r 
cmplary than that of the brave admiral under whom he 
ferved* To his a£livity and perfonal, exertions, indeed, 
II was principally owine, that the flames were fo fpeedily 
cxtinguiihed, after the flrefhip had grappled the 1 orbay. 
So highly meritorious was his conduA thought, that, 
hnmcdiately after the return of the fleet into port, he re- 
ceived the honour of knighthood. It being neceflary hit 
<Ai ibip fliould undergo a thorough repair, fir Andrew wa» 
removed into the Grafton, of feventy guns, and waS' 
ordered to join the fleety put under the command of fir 
Cloudefley Shovel, and dedined for the Mediterranean. 
This armament did not put to fea till the ift of July, fa * 
that the furamer, and feafon for naval operations were 
nearly at an end before it arrived at the place of its defti- 
nation. The reafon of this delay we have already ex- 
plained in the life of fir Cloudefley, When the fleet was 
on its return to England, in the beginning of November, 
the admiral detached fir Andrew, with two third rates, a 
fourth rate, a frigate, and a fire-fhipi to Lifton ; and from 
whence he was to proceed to Oporto, and take under his 
convoy fiich merchant-fhips as were bound for England. 
From both thofe ports he arrived fafe at Plymouth, with 
his charge, on the i6th of December. 

♦ This part of the account of fir Andrew's life is fclcftcd from the 
concurrent tefiimony of all our beft naval hiflorians, and the hiftory 
of Lowefloife, his native place. It is in part confirmed alfo by a 
MS. line of battle we pay every itfpeft and credit to, in which his 
name is inferted as commander of the Torbay. Neverihelefs, the 
pofitite information and afTurance we have received that at this very 
time the I'orbay was coinmanded by captain Moody, fomething more 
than daggers our belief, for reafons that will be hereafter explained in 
the life oiF that gentlemaa. 

In 
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' In the following year fir Andrew, who ftill aontinaed 
captain of the Crafton, failed, under the command of lir 
George Rooke, for the Streights. During his paflagie 
thither, a circum(lanc« occurred which expofed him to 
much hiftorical «enfure. This has been already related 
at length in the life of captain Price*, fo wc have ooly 
to remark that, admitting the matter there ftatcd /« le 
frue^ we (hould fully affent to that odium which many 
have endeavoured to throw on him ; but we do not, can*- 
didly coniidering the evidence, find it fufficiently ftroogto 
juftify a pofitive criminality- The conduft of fir Andrew^ 
underwent the ferious and folemn in ve (ligation of a 
court-martial ; and the very acquittal he /experienced in 
confequence of it, ought, certainly, to outweigh the vagii^ 
•unftoupded, afperfions of men, in all probability warped 
in their opinions by prejudice, or fome lefs honourabl# 
influence^ In fupport of the honourable teftimony of his 
innocence juft produced,* we may alfo fairly cite^ thai 
character uniformly given him, on all other occa» 
(ions^ as a man of the ftri<5leit honour, and moil approved 
intrepidity- 

In the fuccefsful attack of Gibraltar, made on the 22d 
of ^ July following, fir Andrew's (hip, the Grafton, was 
one of thofe detached from the main fleet to cannonade 
the town by fea, and create a divcrfion in favour of the 
land forces; thismeafure was prudently and happily deviled, 
and afterwards proved the fole caufe ol the fuddea 
conqued of that important place. Sir Andrew wa« one 
of thofe commanders who were ftationed in the hottell 
part' of the fervice; hence his expenditure of fliot was (o 
great, that, in the battle off Malaga, fou^t on the tjth 
of Augull following, the Grafton was, before the conclu- 
£on of the engagement, one of thofe fliips that had atib 
been employed in the fame fervice, which was obliged to 
quit the line of battle merfcly for the want of the power 
of annoying the enemy. 

We now come to the fatr.1, though noble cataffaroplie 
of this brave man's life. In the engagement, of whick 
we have juft fpoken, he led the van of the com. 
majider-in-chief, fir G. Rooke*s divifion, and exerted 
^* • " I ■ -* .. ■■>... hi — -— — . — —■■>. — .....p . ^ 

• See p»ge 884. 

llmCdf 
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Jiimfclf mod eminently, being one atnong thofe who hsti 
the good fortune to diftinguifli thcmfelrcs moft. Sir 
Andrew unhappily received a mortal wound, of which he 
died before the conclufion of the aftion *. The Grafton 
had thirty-one men killed and fixty-fix wounded, a moft 
unanfwcrable proof of the ihare this Ihip bore in this me- 
morable engagement. 

LEONARD, Robert,— was, on the 3d of May 1690, 
appointed commander of the Julian rrizc* He was 
afterwards made captain of the Canterbury ftorc-fliip, and 
fent,in the month of January 1693, under the command 
of fir Francis Wheeler, to the Welt Indiesi where he died 
on the 13th of April following; xiot many days after his 
arrival there. 

MAlN, John. — We find a gentleman of this name 
commander of the Sampfon fire-fliip as far back as the 
year 1678^ but are by no means warranted in aflerting 
him td have been one and the fame perfon with thil^ 
gentleman, who was made commander of the Aflurancc 
on the 4th of February 1690. He was progreffively ad- 
vanced to the command of feveral fhips of war till, in the 
year 1692-3, he was made captain of the Suflex, of eighty 
guns, a new Ihip, which had till that time, never been at fea«, 
He did ftot join the fleet, in which he was ftatloned as one 
of the feconds to the earl of Danby, rear-admiral df the red^ 
till the month of July. At the clofe of the year he was re-^ 
moved into the Kent, ia conftqiience of the Suflex being 

♦ GilHngwatcr, in his hiftofy of Loweftoffe, of which place wc have 
already noticed fir Andrew was a native, gives the following circunt« 
flantial and melancholy account of the manner of his de^lth. 

** In this great battle, called the Malaga fight, that brave and vtAiant 
officer, fir Andrew Leake, -was unfortunately flain, receiving a woand 
in bis body which proved mortal. After fir Andrew had received the 
fatal wound, ani was carried down to the furgcons to be drefcd, his 
heroic foul, fired with the love of his country, and burning with an 
infatiable thirft for glory, would not fufFer him to remain inaaive ; but 
defpifing death, though rurround;d with all its terrors, he wrapped a 
table-cloth round his wounded body, and though pofieffing only the 
fmall remains of life, he placed himfclf in his elbow chair and gav* 
ordtrs to be carried again upon the quarter-deck, where he bravely fat 
and partook of the glbries of the day until he boldly breathed his lad.'" 

Sir Andrew, from the grace a^d comelinefs of his perfon, is faid 
to hwt been called queen Anne's iiandfomt i:aptain. 

appro- 
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appropriated to fir F. Wheeler's flag. In 1695 he was 
unfortunate enough to incur the ill opinion of fotticin 
confequence of his having, when commodore of a fmall 
fquadron, called off the Portland, one of the (hips under 
his command, at th^ inftant (he was about to engage a 
French fhip of war: but his conduft having been enquired 
into by a court-martial he Was honourably acquitted, and 
foon afterwards appointed captain of the Norfolk, of 
eighty guns. We do not believe he ever had any com- 
mand after he quitted this {hip, which he did aj the time 
of the peace. In the month of July 1702, ,he was one 
of the members of the court-martial aflembled for the trial ' 
of fir John Munden ; and therefore it is moft probable 
he, at this time, commanded fome (hip, although we 
have not been able to difcover its name. He was put oh 
the fuperannuated lift in the year 1703, with a penfion of 
123). a year, which he enjoyed till the time of his death, 
in 171a, ' 

MASON, John,-— was appointed commander of the 
Speedwell on the 4th of April 1690. He died on the 
5ih of February following. 

MONK, Thomas, — was made fecond lieutenant of 
the Royal Oak on the 30th of April 1678 : on the-iith 
of March 1679, he was promoted to be firft lieutenant of 
the Mermaid ; on the 23d of May i68a, of the Centurion ; 
and, on the 17th of June 1685, of the Crown. We 
know nothing farther of him till we find him made^ cap- 
tain of the Phoenix, of forty-two guns, on the i5th of May 
1690. He was very foon afterwards promoted to the 
Happy Return. In the month of February 169 1, he was, 
as was cuftomary at that feafon of the year, fent to cruife 
on the coaft of France ; in which fervice he met with very 
fignal fuccefs, having, between the 7th apd loth of that 
month, driven fix of their (hips and veflels aihore^ one of 
which was a frigate of twenty-four guns. He was foon 
after this time captured in the Happy Return, and was 
not again, as we believe, employed. On the loth of 
OSoberT:7i2, in confideration of his part fervices, and 
the firm perfuafion that the misfortune which had be- 
fallen him was unavoidable, he was appointed a captain 
in Greenwich hofpital. This very honourable retirement 

he 
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he did not long enjoy, dying fotne time in the year 

MOODIE, or MUDIE, James,— was the defcendant 
of a very refpeSable family fettled at Melfetter, in the ifland 
of Walls Orkney. Having entei^ed into the navy in 
i66i, at the early period of iixteen years old, and paiFed 
thr^oTigh the ncceifary previous ftations, he was, on the loth 
of Oaober 1688, at the age of forty-three, appointed firll 
lieutenant of the York ; on the 14th of April 1690, he 
was promoted to the command of the Hound fire-lhip. 
Little interefting matter, except from the intervention of 
extraordinary accidents, is to be expeftcd during the firft 
years of an officer's fervice, even as a commander. In 
1693 he commanded the Wolf hired (hip of war, of forty- 
eight guns, a veflel at that ti'me employed for the recep- 
tion of imprefled men ; and having in this ftation acquired 
the friendfliip and efteem of fir C. Shovel, was, as we 
believe, at hi^ recommendation, promoted in 1695, to be 
captain of the Yarmouth of feventy guns. This (hip waai 
one of the fmall fleet employed, under lord Berkeley and 
fir Cloudefley Shovel, during this fuaimer, principally in 
' the attack and bombardment of the inferior French ports. 
When the feafon for thofe kind of operations had ccafed, 
and the Yarmouth was properly refitted, captain Moody 
was appointed commodore of a fquadron, confifting of 
eight mips of war and two firefliips, fent as convoy to the 
Turkey fleet. 

He remained on this flation,and wasemployed in the fame 
kind of fervice during the whole of this year ; and not only 
diftinguiftied himfelf by his great attention to the ()rotec- 
tion of the trade committed to his charge, but alfo by his 
great aftivity ; which exertion was rewarded with feveral 
very valuable prizes which he captured from the enemy- 
He returned to England in the month of Mjirch 1696-7; 
and the peace at Ryfwic taking place foon afterwards, he 
.does not appear to have received any other commiffioh tiU 
after the acceflion of queen Anne, when we are aifured, 
by his grandfon *, he was appointed to command the 
Tortay. This (hip, it is well known, was fent, under 
fir G- Rooke, on the expedition againft Cadiz, and fo 

iWpi W n il. ■ .1- ■■...■- ..-...- , , - , I ,, 

* See the life of fir Andrew Leake, page 331* 

remark- 
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remarkable for having been the ihip on board which vice-^^ 
admiril Hoplon (hiftcd his flag^ at the well-known attack* 
oh Vigo. Independent of that credit ever due to the 
open teftimony of a defcendant, that with which we have 
been fayourcd, on this occafion *, Is too circumftantial and 
particular. 10 leave any reafon for us to fuppofe he 15,^ 
though at this interval of time, either raifinformed or 
miftaken. Captain JMoodie ha'd the misfortune to receive 
a very confiderable and dangerous wound In his thigh by 
» caimon fhot; )ie, ncvertnelefs, had the refolution to 
order a chair upori decfc> where he continued till the adfion 
was over. This was a conduft which certainly required and 

nv^d the moft extraordinary exertion, both of mind and 
y\ more efpecially when we confider the very critical 
iituation of his fliip, from which, notwithftanding the 
mifitianagement and defers of the French fireihip, it 
tould hot have been refcued, but by the greateft aiftivity 
and prelence of mind. 

After the return of the fleet to England, we believe 
hitn.to have retired from the fervicc fox fome fliort time, 
tiSdft- probably 'on account of the wound juft mentioned, a 
grievous^ though highly honourable mortification to a man 
of his fpirit. and enterptifing turn of mind. His health, 
however, being re-eftabli(lied, we find him, in 1707, 
comoaanding the Lancafter, one of the fhips belonging to 
the Mediterranean fleet, under fir John Leake. The 
caution^ of the French deprived him of any opportunity 
of again diftinguiihing himfclf in the ordinary courfejof 
duty ; Jbut he had the good fortune to eflfedl a fervice of 
the moft confequential and advantageous nature to the allied 
arms. He had been fome time before detached, with 
three or four (hips, up the Levant : while on his paflage 
thither, learning, by mere acci<ient, from the report of 
the cannonade, that Denia, a town of very inconfiderable 
note, though from its fituation of much importance to the 
caufe of Charles the Third, was befieged by a for- 
midable force under the chevalier D'Asfeldt, he imme- 
diately fent his boat on fhore to procure information. 
Finding the critical fituation of affairs, ^nd thai with- 
out fome very confequential fuccour the garrifon could 

-■ - ' "" ' '* "" " '" " II ■ «>'» 

* By capuiDr .James Moodie of the Orkneys. 

Vox., n. Y not 
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^ot pofTibly hold out beyonid that night, he immeclmtely 
came to off the place, and not only landed a coniiderablc 
number of cannon for the fervicc of the garrifon, but alfo 
^nt on fhore a reinforcement of four hundred men from 
(he (hips. By this timely and almoft providentialafEft* 
incc the* enemy wias fo completely baffled, that the ficge 
was raifed * two days afterwards. 

* Thif very honourable piece of fervice was fo highly acceptable 
to k^ig Charles, diat be immediately afterward^ wrote the following 
letter to queen Anne, highly recommending captain Moodie to her 
favour. 

** Madame ma foeur, , 

** Le capitaine James Moodie, qui commande le vaifleux LancaQer, 
m'arendeu des Cervices (i conCderables, que. je dois prefque nniqae* 
ment reconoitre de fon zele la confervation de ma ville do Denia, 
laquelle depourviie de toutes fortes d^ammunitions n'auroit gaerct 
tenue contre ma fcige de cinque femains a moins que le dit capitaine 
n'en eut fourni quelque quantite fur la requifition que lui firent ceox^ 
§ui y conimandent de ma part^ Je ne doute point que votre ZMJcfn- 
vondru bien lui faire reflentir les effets de fa genereme reconnoifance^ 
tint a l^egard des dites fervices que de ma prefante interceffiod, li li- 
«|iielle je n'ajaterai que I'afieurance da refpedl et auachmeat fincem 
«Ttc le quelle je fui«i 

<* Madame ma foeur, 

. "^Votrc tres affe£lionee frcrc 
•* Barcelona ce lad Nov. " Chaklis.** 

de 1707. 

As alfo did the earl of Gal way, on the fame fubjefi, to the earl of 
Sunderland. Thefe tefiimonies are too honourable to the nemory 
oi this gallant man to be omitted. 

" My lord, v 

'* I am defired, by captain Moodte^ commander of her majefly** 
Ihip the Lancailer, to give your lordflifp an account of the fervice he 
did the public^ about the month of June laft, when Dehia Was be« 
fieged. Being accidentally bound up the Streights at that time, arid 
having notice of the condition of that garrifon, he called there, to»ffe- 
ther with the Warfpight and Triton under his command, and fo ettcc« 
rtually aiOfied the place with ammunition and men, which he lent thein 
Jot a time to put their batteries in order, that I am perfuaded t&e 
prefervation of that town was in great meafure owing to ium ; where- 
fore I muft take the liberty of recommending him to your Iprdihip's 
favour. 

*' 1 am, with great truth and refpe£l, 

" My lord, . ^ ■ ■ ^ 

" Your lordfhip's moft obedient fervant, ^ 
«* LiAon, April 8, 1708, N..S. 

♦.* Signed .XJAlloway.'* 

/ 6 'la 
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in the month of May 1708, he was appointed, by fir 
Jf, Leake, who was then proceeding to the Mediterranean^ 
to be commodore of a fmall fquadron, confifting of the 
Lancafter (his own ftiip), the York, and one Dutch fliip 
of the line, left to cruife off the Streights mouth, for the 
proteftion of the commerce of the allied powers. He 
-continued on thisflatlon, according to his Inftruftions, till 
the 2oth of June, when he proceeded to Barcelona andi 
joined the commander-in-chief. He returned with a part 
of the fleet, from the Mediterranean, in the month of 
Ofiober ; and in tbe following year was again aopointed 
to command the Torbay, of eighty guns. Nothing 
material, however, happened, nor do we find any mentioni 
made pf him till he was, in the month of April 171 1, put 
tnder the orders of fir Hovenden Walker, who was, zi 
that time, app^ointed commander-in-chief of the fquadrort 
deftined to attack Quebe^. ^ The Torbay, however, pro- 
ceeded only one hundred leagues to the weftward of Scilly^ 
her place being fupplied by the Devonfhire, which was 
thought better calculated for fo diilant, and, indeed^ dau<^ . 
gerous a fervice. 

In the year 17^7 he commanded the Yarmouth, of 
feventy guns,.one of the fleet fent under fir G. Byng.ta 
the Baltic. After he quitted this Ihip, we believe 
he retired altogether from the naval fervice, to enjoy an 
honourable repofe on his native fpot/ after having fervedf 
with the utmoft credit to himfelf as well as honour to his 
country. A memoratidum, inferted againft his name in 
the navy lift, publifhed by rear-adnairal Hardy, informs us 
he was killed about thq year 1:724, in Scotland, in a duel ; 
this has been, hitherto, the generally received opinion^^ 
but by the obliging information of his grandfon, we aije 
enabled to ftat6, truly, the particulars of his unhappy and* 
tragical death. Neither his extreme age, nor the refpefit 
generally paid to a man whofe life had been fo honourably 
fipent, could prcferve htm from experiencing, even in that 
i(ecluded,« and we might naturally conclude,' happy fpot 
where he was born, all the difmal eflFeSs of political parly 
fury. He had been ever ftrongly attached to thofc opi- 
nions and principles of government which firft cffeftcd the 
revolution, and afterwards fo happily iettled the fuccef* 
fion on the houfe of Brunfwick : but the exiled family of 
Stuart ftill pofleifed many powerful, and violent adhfiBeols 
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in Scotland, particularly in the northern parts of it. Sir 
James Stuart, of Rarray, one of thefe mifguided perfons, 
had, in confequence of this prejudice, vowed his deftruc- 
tion ; and the meafures taken, by him, were fueh as eh- 
furcd it. He placed a ferrant, well armed, in the church- 
yard of Kirkwall, and attacked this almoft defencelefs old 
man in the ftreet, at noon-day; not fingly, for as fudi 
ignoble deeds are not undertaken but by the mod depraved 
minds, fo did cowardice prevent his making thi? attempt 
without the affiftance of his brother, who was bafc 
enough to join him in this murderous attempt. 

Old as he was, the commodore did not fall an eafy 
vifliim ; he defended himfelf with a fpirit and ftrength 
which deferved a nobler antagonift, and which would have 
done honour to a much younger man. He repulfed the 
two aflfailants ; when the fervant, who was placed as it 
were in ambufli, fired and ha.ppily miffed him. Sir 
James, however, fully bent on carrying his infamous 
attempt into execution, called out to the fervant to fire 
again, as, to ufe his own exprefliOn, ** the Han<fuerian dog 
Jiood.^' The fecond difcharge was too fuccefsful, tkS 
commodore having received a brace of balls in his fhouldef, 
of which wound he died in eight days afterwards. Thus he 
ignobly fell, by the barbarous hands of affaffins, in the ^ 
eightieth year of his age, fixty-four of which had been 
honourably fpent in the fervice of his country; and during 
this immenle length of time does not appear to have 
omitted the fmallell opportunity- of proving himfelf moft 
truly worthy of being one of the perfons entrufted with 
its proteftion. 

We cannot difmifs our account of this unfortunate 
gentleman without making one (hort remark on his con- 
du6^5 which we hope will, in the opinions of all proper 
thinking men, redound much to his credit. He had the 
^nortificalion of feeing many porfons of better intereft, or 
'who had found fuperior opportunities of diftinguifhing 
themfelves, raifed to the dignity of flag officers*, 
under whom he afterwards continued to ferve without 
murmuring or complaint, notwithftanding he was, him- 
-felf, as a captain, of much older rank* We mention not 

, — ^ #r 

• Sir John Norris, the marquis of Carmarthen, vicc-admital Baker, 
fir Hcivenden Walker, ai^d others. . • 

this* 
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tbh .with" the moft didant intention of dcpreciiting the 
general honours To defervedly paid to the memory, and 
fervices of the great and gallant perfons alluded to, but 
merely to do the neceflary juftice to commodore Moodie's 
exemplary modefty and forbearance. 
- NEVILLE, The Honourable Edward, — ^the grand-, 
fon of fir Chriftopher Neville, created a knight of the 
bath at the coronation of king Charles the Firft, was the 
brother of George, lord Abergavenny, He was born irt 
the month of December 1664; and having entered early 
in life into the fervice, was, after having regularly pafTcd 
through the feveral fubordinate ranks, appointed com- 
iXMtnder of the Swan on the 23d of December 1690, . It 
U very fingiilar we meet with nothing relative to this* 
gentleman, either in hiftory or among any of the private 
documents we have been able to procure ; even his name 
is omitted in ah official MS. lift of naval commanders, 
made out in the year 1 699. He is confounded by Beatfon 
with vice-admiral John Neville of whom an account has 
already been given ; but as the iir-names only are in general 
given by hiftorians, the mift?ij^e is natural and vcry,excufc- 
able. We believe him, howeytr, to have been appointed 
comnaander of the Lincoln about the year 1700, and fent 
foon afterwards commodore of afmall fquadron to Vir- 
ginia, where he died on the X2th of September 1701, 
being ^t that time only thirty-feven years old. 

NEWTOlfJ, Roger,— after a very long fei:vice In the 
ftation of a lieutenant, to which he was appointed in the 
year 1666 ♦, was at laft advanced to J)e captaip of thq 
Saudadoes on the i5tH of May 169P. 'He is fuppofed to 
have died foon after this time, as no farther mention is 
inadeofhim, 

flORRIS, Sir John, — was the defcendant of a very 
refpe<9table Irifti faipily; and having obtained iv^hat was 
called the king's letter, and betaken himf^lf to the fea 
very early in life, was, after having gone ^through the 
regular rpuiine of fervice, appointed captain of the pelican 
firefliip on the 3th of July 1 090, on account of his very me- 
ritorious behaviour, as a lieutenant, at the battle off fieachy 
Head. His promotion in the navy was (lojv, and not very 

t ■■ ' ' ^ I . ' ■ .IX 

♦ T<i Ap Hcnripnai by cammiffian frpm ihc duk« pf York. 

Y 3 regulai-, 
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regular, he having experienced many of thofe checks 
or retrograde motions to which the bravcil and beft men 
have been fometimes fubjeft. In 1693 he commanded the 
Sheernefs, of twenty-eight guns, one of the frigates fint 
out with the unfortunate convoy under fir G. Rooke ; 
and his diligence and aftivity oh that opcafion, in carrying 
his commander-in-chief's orders into execution^ are faid to 
have eminently contributed totheprefervationof thofe (hipiS 
•which did efFeft their efcape. Soon after his return to Eng- 
land he was promo'ted to the Carlifle, a fourth rate, in which 
he was fent, in the following year, to the Mediterranean, 
linder the command of admiral Ruflel. In the month of 
January 1694-5, he diftinguilhed himfelf very much, 
under captain Tames Killegrew, in the aftion with the 
Content and Trident French men of war, which were 
both taken. As a reward for his fpirited conduft, he was, 
fome time after, recommended, by admiral Ruflfel, to ht 
captain of the Content ; to which command he was in 
jConfequence appointed by the board of admiralty. 

This Ihip, whidh was, perhaps, the largeft of her rate 
ever feen at that time of day, carried only nxty guns wheh 
captured ; but when taken into the Englim fervice mounted 
feventy; and was, after being refitted, attached td the 
main fleet. Although this was a ftation which, confider- 
ing the raution of the French, appeared to promife cap* 
tain Norris little opportunity of efifefting any thing par- 
ticular, or abftrafted from the general and enlarged ope- 
rations of the fleet, he, neverthelefs, had the good fortune 
to capture one of the fineft frigates in the French fervice ; 
jfhe was palled the Foudroyant, and mounted thirty-two 
guns. The following year, 1696, was not fo fortunate 
to him ; he was fent to attempt the recovery of the Britifh 
fettlements in Hudfon*s bay, which had been fome time be- 
fore captured by the enemy. His fquadron confifted of four 
JToUrth rates, as many frigates, two bomb-ketches, and twp 
Sre-fliips. On his pafTage thithw he put into the harbour 
of St. John's, Newfoundland, where, on the 23d of July, , 
lie received advice of five French Ihips of war being feen 
in the bay of Conception. A conricil of war, compofed of 
all the prirtcipal larid as well as fea oflScers, was immedi- 
ately held, in &iis it was concluded, that the fquadron 
jn ^ucftion was that of the marquis Dc Nefmond, fent 
I purpofely 
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^prpofely. tojattacjc them. It was therefore refolved, by 
a majority, of which the land-officers who were unaail 
mous in their opinions formed the moft confiderable part, 
to put the harbour of St. John in the beft pofturc of de- 
fence time and cifcumftances would permit, and expe£t 
the enemy there. 

Captain Norris, and' feven other of the naval com- 
manders out of thirteen were of a different opinioi), hav- 
ing too much fpirit to wait the approach of the enemy 
under the protedtion of the batteries on fliore. The 
commodore, therefore, who had, from the firft intelligence 
pf tjie enemy, entertained fome fuljpicion that it was noi 
diefr outward-bound fquadron, but lome cafual vifitors of 
inferior force, put in for water or other neceffaries of 
which they might ftand in need, difpatched one of his 
frigates to reconnoitre and procure farther information* 
pefore this veflel could return, the whole matter was de* 
Veloped by a letter, froni the mafter of a (hip taken bjtht 
fliips in queftion, who informed captain Norris the fqua* 
dron was that of the fieur De Pointi, returning to Europe 
laden with the plunder of the Spanifli Weft Indies. Hd 
fent at the fame time a particular account of the ftrength 
of the enemv, which was fo inferior as to promife it ait 
almdft certain prey, efpecially to a commander of captain 
Norris's known ability and gallantry. ^ 

-* Elated as he himftlf was, at this joyful piece of intelli- 
gence, he could not ii^fufe the fame fpirit into the majority 
6{ the members who had compofed the council of war* 
Tliey ftill adhered to their former opinion, and aiFeAed 
cither to difcredit the information, or,* what was worfe, 
believe it an attempt to betray them to their ruin. The 
intelligence they afterwards received, though it continually 
tended to corroborate th^ former advice, effefted no alter- 
ation in their fentiments: fo that the commodore, whom 
compulfive inaftivity, irritated almoft to madnefs, wa« 
obliged to content himfelf with preparing to receive ah 
enemy who never had fpirit, or, indeed, fufficient force to 
attack him/ ' 

Let us, however, do every juftice to the prudential 
gentlemen who enforced this advice, which, though per- 
haps ill-timed when given, proved, in a fhort time after, 
the proteftion, if not. the prefcrvation of th« fquadron. 

Y 4 * Ia 
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In about a month after this time monfleur De Nefmon j 
arrived : his fquadron confided of fixteen (hips of war, 
ten of which were of fixty guns and upwards : but on 
viewing the intrenchments apd redoubts that were thrown 
upy and the general preparations made for their reception^ 
they thought it mofl prudent to retire without haz^dmg 
an attack, which would, in all probability, have ended iq. 
their defeat or deftru£lion* Thys was the poflefGon of 
Newfoundland preferv^d by a condud condemned by mo(l 
naval .commanders, and which afterwafds ^e^ame the fub- 
jeft of much parliamentary cenfurp, . 

The commodore returned to England in the month ol 
Odober, with captain Dilkes, and th<: fquadron which 
had been, during the preceding fummer, on the Wef^ 
India ftation. Notwithdanding the plamour of thet 
people, at firft violent, knew not hpw to divide their angeip 
and acquit the commander-in-chief, while it cppde^ned 
fome of thofc who aded \n a fubordinat^ ftatioi^ : thciv 
rage foon fubfided; and captain Norris, reinAat^d in the 
good opinion of all, contipued to be employed, during the 
whole peace, as commander of the W incbe^er^ op |hQ 
Mediterranean and Newfoundland flations. 
^ After thp ac^e^on of queen Anne he was made com-; 
mander of the Orford, of fevcnty guns, one of the Ihipf 
^nployed in the Cadiz expedition * ; during which a cir- 
cumftance of a ferious nature took place ^ and, had it not 
been properly accommodated by the kind and immediata 
interpofition of the duke of Ormond, m^ht have t>een pro- 
duaiveof very difagreeableconfequencisstphim, Paptain 
Norris unhappily polfeffed a natural warmth pif tep3per. 
which fometimes betrayed him into an e:^travaganccot 
conduft fcarcely to be palliated, and ftill lefs defended. Oi^ 
fome private dijpute with captain Ley, the c^ufe of vyhich 
we arc unable to inveftigate, Mr. Norris was imprudent 
enough to draw his fword upon him ; and what ftill, if thai 
yfcrc neceflary, heightened the outrage, it took place on the 
quarter-deck of the Royal Sovereign, the very fliip ^f r. Ley, 
Sit that time, commanded, as firft captain to fir Q. Rooke. 
For this violent breach of civil decorum and military fub- 

• On hU paifage to Cadis be had thf goo4 foctun^ tp t^e four or 
^ye prizes* 

Ofdinaticib 
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/Ordination, he was immediately put under an arreft by the 
admiral : but owing, as we have already related, to the 
kind interference of the duke *, who was particularly at- 
tached to him, and his own prudent fubmiflion, this 
t/oublefome affair was paffed over without farther notice ; 
and the death of captain Ley, which happened very foon 
afterwards, did not, perhaps, a little contribute to the 
foecdy ^nd peaceable termination of it. 

Nothing material happened to him during the remainder, 
pf the>expedition. In the following- year he ftill continued 
in the fame fliip, and accompanied fir C. Shovel to the 
lyiediterranean ; but nothing very • worthy of record 
appears to hgve particularly marked his fervice, except 
his having taken, while on his paff^ge from Falmouth to 
join the fleet, a French privateer, called the Philip- 
peaux, mounting thirty-fix guns and twelve patararoes, 
i^anned wijh a chofen crew of two hundred and forty 
men. This yeflej, although fo much inferior in force to 
the Orford, did not furrender till after an hour's difputc,* 
i/i which the had near fifty men killed and wounded : the 
prford herfelf ^having her ipafls and rigging much fhat- 
tered^ and eight of her crew defperately wounded. " In 
(three or four days afterwards he captured a fecond, of 
fifteen cuns and one hundred arjd ten men. Being 
afterw:^ras detached y^ith four (hips, by the commander- 
in-chief^ to reconnoitre the harboiif of Cadfz, he had 
fufEcjent addrefs to procure exaift information of the 
enemy's force, and the difpofition pf jt. On the 
return of the flpet into the Channel , in the month of 
Kovember, capt^n Norris being a-head with the War- 
ipightand Litchfield,, gave chace to and engaged a layge 
French fhip of war, called the Hazard, carrying fifty-t^vo 
guns and four hundred men. The enemy made a mofl 
fefolute defence, not having ftirrendered till after a run-^ 
fting fight of fix, or, as fome fay, nine hours, and being 
totally difabled in their marts and rigging. 

In 1704, he flill jcontinued to command the fame fhip, 
ani wa|5 ftationed as one of the feconds to flr»C. ShoveJ, 
in the engagement with the french fleet off Malaga. 
|Ii$ gallant behaviour op this occafion laid the foundatipti 

t ' . ■ - 

* Tfaje original letters which pafled between the duke of Ormond 
ipd iir.GcprsCi on ihi$ very extraordinary oc^afioa, are fli|l prefcrved. 
' ^ ■.-■•-•• ^ 
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of th«l friendfhip and efteem which ended not but with 
the life of the latter. In the following year captain Nor- 
TJs was appointed to command the Britannia under him, 
he being made> with the earl of Peterborough, joint-ad-, 
miral of the fleet fent to the Mediterranean in fupport of 
the caufe of the arch-duke Charles, and his pretenfions to 
the crown of Spain. He flgnalifed himfelf fo much in 
the attack of fort Monti uic, that the arch-duke Charles 
recommended him molt warmly to the favour of queen 
il^nne, in a letter purpofely written to her on that occa- 
Con. *The fovereign was not flow in rewarding that 
merit which had been fo confpicuous as to procure this 
very honourable patronage, for captain Norris having been 
fent home, in the Canterbury, with the news of*. the fur- 
render of Barcelona, . had the honour of knighthood he- 

jiowed on him, accon^panied by a prefent'of a thoufand 
guineas. 

During the year 1706, we have reafon to believe hini 
to have been unemployed, as, after the ftri£left fearch, w^ 
bave not been able to find anv mention made of him : but 
on the loth of March 1700-7, he was promoted to be 

. ])e>r-admiral of the blue. He was appointed to ferve in 
^is ftation, under his old friend fir Cloudefley, who ha4 
^e Mediterranean command during that year. Sir Joha 
hoifted his flag on board the Torbay, and fcutunately 
met with a better opportunity of diilinguiihing himfelf 
while enoiployed in this fervice, than any he had ever be* 
fore experienced; having the ^Qod fortune, as it may 
always be jiiftly ftiled when falling to the lot of a brave 
man, warmly interefted in the welfare of his country, to 
be detached, by the commander-in-chief, with /our Britifh 
and one Dutch ihip of the line, to force the paflTage of 
the Var. A detachment of fix hundred feamen and ma- 
rines were coIIe£ted and put into the boats of the fleet, 
ready to attempt a landing, as foon as it ihould be found 
the mips had made fonie imprefllon on the enemy by their 

. cannonade. 

Sir Cloudefley himfelf accompanied fir John Norris tQ 
the place of adion, that he might be the better able to judge 
of the pofture and difpofition of the enemy, as well as to 
feize the firft advantage of their confufion, or injudicious 
condud. The impreuion made by the fliips was very foon 

vifible; 
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vifible; fir John being orderefl to land, jind attack the 
intrenchments in flank, executed this command with fo 
ihuch fpirit and good conduft, that the enemyv fearful of 
being liirrounded, and^put to the fword, quitted their 
works with the utmoft precipitation. Thus waiB a feri- 
vice efFededy and with the moft trivial lofs*, where we 
had previoufly expected the moft determined oppofition. 

During the continuance of the fiege of Toulon, which 
followed immediately after, fir John appears to have beea 
one of the principal perfons confulted, by the commander-- 
in-chief, as a man in whofe found judgment he placed an 
unlimited confidence. He returned from the Medker* 
ranean in the month of OSober following, in company 
with the reft of the fleet ; and had the good fortune to 
efc^e, though with fome difficulty, the dreadful diiafl:er 
which befel fcveral of the fliips, and among them, that of 
the commander-in-chief. Soon after his arrival the affair 
of fir Thomas Hardy, of which notice will be hereafter 
taken, began to attrafl: much of the public notice. The 
clamours of the people not being fatisfied by the vciy 
honourable decifion of the court-martial, it was judged 
proper, for their better fatisfa<%ion, to refer it to the opi^ 
nion of prince George, aflifted by fix flag-officers. Of 
this number iir John was one ; and their approbation of 
the acquittal of fir Thomas had fufficient weight vrith the 
nation to put a flop to the tide of perfecution. 

In the month of December he removed his flag into 
the Exeter ; and on the 31ft of the fame month failed front 
Spithead with the Virginia, and other fleets bound to the 
weftward, under his convoy. Thefe, however, he con- 
duced no farther than Plymouth, where, having arrived 
on the 3d of January, on the 8th he received a commiC- 
Con advancing him to be rear-admiral of the white, as he 
moreover did a fecond, on the 26th of the fame month, 
appointing him vice-admiral of the fame fquadron. He 
repaired immediately to Portfmouth, where he hoifted his 
flag on board the Ranelagh, and was appointed to ferve in 
that rtation, under fir John Leake, on whom the Medi- 
terranean command had been juft before conferred. Thr 

* Amounting only to ten men, who were drowned in confequence 
6f their too great eagernefs in pafliog the river. 

fleet 
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fleet failed, in the month of .March : but nothing occiirs, 
relative to fir John, out of the ufual routine of fervice*, 
during the tinne he ivas thus employed. 

After his return from theStreights he was, on the 2ift 
of December 1708, advanced to be vice-admiral of the 
red. Early in the following fpring he was appointed to 
command a fquadron which it was judged proper to fend 
to the Baltic ; but of fo little moment has this expedition 
befen thought, by hillorians, that none of them, Burchet 
excepted, appear to have taken the fmalleft notice even of 
its equipment. After his return he was, on the 19th of 
November, promoted to the rank of admiral of the blue. 
Having been appointed admiral-in-chief in the Mediterra- 
nean, at the very beginning of the year 17 10, he failed 
from Plymouth, with the fleet under his command, on the 
»oth of January, having the Virginia and Weft India trade 
under his convoy, which he was to efcort into a fafe lati- 
tude. He reached Mahon, after a profperous paflTagc, on 
the<i3th of March ; but little took place, worth comme- 
morating, except the defeat of a defcent, attempted by the 
ienemy, on the ifland of Sardinia, and fome aftions between 
fingle ftiips and fmall detachments, which will be bere- 
afier taken notice of with more propriety in the account 
of thofe officers who feverally commanded them. Sir J(Aa 
did not return to England till the 8th of Odober 171 1 ; 
and the peace of Utrecht taking place foon after this time, 
he had no other appointment till after the acceflSon of 
George the Firft. The Swedifti privateers having for 
. fome time difturbed the Britifli commerce, it was deter- 

* We mull except that as the fleet approached Barcelona they fell in 
with a QUiperops fleet of Tartans and bar^s, b^und forfenifcpla near the 
«inouth of the£bro, and laden with prpviiions for the dlike of Anjou's 
army, llirough fir John's great sjtlivity fixty-njnp, or, as fpaic fay, 
a greater nymber were captured. 

in ihe annals of queen Anne, as well as in Lediard, it is errone^ 
oufly flated, that fir John was fent to Milan to coippliment the queen 
of Spain. The letters publifhf d in Leake*s life of fir J. Lca^e fully 
prove thjs to |je a iniftake : the fame hiftorjans have alfo agreed in com- 
iniuin^ a fecond error, in aflcrting that the Di^tch vice admiral, Waf- 
fenacr, was fent to Turin to confer with the duke of Savoy, and to haftea 
the march of the troops deftined for Catalonia This negociation was, 
)»eyond a doubt, cntrufted to fir John Norris, who appears fo have 
acquitted bimfelf with much adroipiefs ftn^l ability, 

Wncdii 
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Iftined, in the year 1715, to fend a fleet into the Baltic, 
-for the purpofe of putting an immediate flop to their in- 
folent depredatioils* This force, -which confifted of 
eighteen Ihips of the line, a frigate, and a floop of war, 
being completely equipjped by the latter end of April, fii* 
John, who had haifted his flag on board the Cumbertand, 
of eighty guns, failed froilti the Nore on the 1 8th of May, 
having under his conVoy a numerous fleet of merchant- 
ihips bound to the nortWard* He arrived in the Sound 
on the loth of June; and before he would proceed to ex- 
tremities, refolved to try firft, what eflfed remonftrance, 
and the appearance of his formidable fleet would have, 
towards procuring fome proper fatisfa<Sion for the infult 
offered to the crown of Great Britain, and the real injuries 
fudained by its fubjefts. 

It is not at all to ouf purpofe to, enter into any political 
difcuflion of the more forcible and prevalent reafons 
which are faid to have induced the equipment of this 
fleet. Were the debates on that head to be extended to the 
utmoft length ingenuity could invent, there is one part 
of the caufe of it the moft violent party fcepticifm cannot 
deny, which is, that the Swedifli privateers had, as already 
dated, committed many depredations on the trade and 
property of the Britilh ; and thefe, it was abfolutely necef- 
jary to put an immediate fl:op to. The only enquiry 
therefore to be made is, whether the meafures taken by fir 
John for this purpofe were mild, and confiftent with the 
-clemency of a brave and fuperior foe ; or whether they ap- 
peared as the hard inequitable diftatesof an imperious na- 
tion, embittered by the peremptory,. and violent conduft of 
a commander elated by his fuperior ity, and deteripined to 
avail himfelf, on all occafions, of that advantage? 
, We have already obferved, that immediately on his 
arrival in the Baltic, fir John endeavoured, as much as was 
in his power, to prevent the horrours of war, by difpatch«> 
ang a meflenger to the court of Stockholm, complaining 
of the injuries received, and requiring, in as gentfe 
terms as the nature of them would admit, fome fatif- 
fai^ion, as w^U as national fecurity, th^t fuch outrages 
would be in future difcountenanced and difcontinued. 
The Swedes prevaricated. Fearful and irrefolute, they hefi- 
tate(j| to avow^ny open intentionof continuing their prseda- 

tory 
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tory hoftilities, and had not at the fame time fufEcient polW 
tical honefty to confent to a fair difcuflion of injuries, and re- 
compenfe to the party which (hould be found to be aggrieved^ 
In confequence of thi s difingenuous behaviour* fir John was 
4)bliged topurAjehis inftrudions and join the fquadtons 
of Rui&a, Denmark, and Holland. That of Ruflia was 
commanded, in perfon, by the Czar, well known in Eu. 
rope by the diftinguiihing appellation of Peter the Greats 
In compliment to his high dignity, it was agreed that he 
ihould have the chief command of the whole ; that fir Jfohn,^ 
with thVEnglifti fquadron, fhould have the van; the 
Danes, under-the count Gueldenlew, the rear; and that 
the Dutch, joined by five Englifli (hips of war, (hould 
take the charge of efcorting, to their feveral places of dc- 
ftination, the trade of all the allied powers. 

Thefe fpirited as well as prudent meafures completely 
intimidated the Swedes, who being too wife to n(k de- 
.ftiruSion^ by venturing out in the face of fo many power-» 
ful foes, were content to owe their fafety to the protec- 
tion of the forts and batteries which defended their har- 
bours, and the year quietly pafled on without any other 
appearance of warfare than what was naturally induced 
Jby the fight of fo many powerful fquadrons. Sir John 
returned to England in the beginning of December, having 
£rft taken the precaution to leave commodore Cleland 
J)ehind, in the Baltic, with a fquadron of feven (hips of 
war, that he might take, in conjunftion with the other 
allied powers, every neceffary (tep fof the future pro- 
tection of commerce t. 

* " The Swedes continu'iDg to feize all the Britilh Ihips they could 
meet with, ^nd the king of Sweden having ordered it to be (ignified to 
fir John Norris, who was then with a fquadron of men of war in the 
3ahic, that in cafe he Joined the Czarilh and Danifh fleet, he would 
caofe all the e(Fe£ls belonging to the fubje£ls of Great Britain, in his 
dominions, to be feized and coDBfcated. Thefe menaces and provo* 
cittons were at length jufily refented ; and about this time orders fent, 
|0 fir John Norris, to join the confederate fleet.*' 

LedJard, page 869« 

+ For the naval operations of the enfuing year, and the event of 
of this difpute, fee the life of fir George Byng, page fio6. Campbell 
makes the following quaint thoi»h jufl remark, *' When the com- 
merce of Britain futters, a Britilh 0eet is the moiltffc^ual remedy 
that can be applied." 

In 
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♦ 4n the year 1717 the fleet, deftinecl for the fame fervice 
as in the preceduig, was put under the command of 
fir George Byng; and fir John Nwrls was appcMntcsd to 
ferve, in a civil capacity, as envoy extraordinary and mi-- 
nifter plenipotentiary to the Gzar of Mufcovy . Nothings 
perhaps, could have been more agreeable than thb ap- 
pointment to Peter, who always preferred the charadler 
of a naval commander, particularly of fo brave a one as iSr 
John, to that of the moft confummate politician in the 
imiverfe. From this trait we expe£^, as a natural conic- 
quence, tha^t cordial intercourfe which never fails to take 

•place between two perfons of the fame turn of mind. 
That c'onfideration probably influenced the choice ; and 
the perfonal friendihu) which ever afterwards fubfiftal be- 
tween tlie parties fuihciently proved the wifdom of it, . 
After fir John's- return from this embafly he was, on the 

• 19th of March 1717-18, appointed one of the commifli- 
oners for executing the office of lord high admiral; a 
flation he enjoyed, and with the moft unblemiflied repu- 
tation, till the 19th of May i73o. In the beginning of 
April he was re-appointed to the command of the fleets 
which the known reftlefs temper of Charles the Twelfth, 
of Sweden, had forced Britain into the annual cuftom of 
fending into the Baltic. Having hoifted his flag on board 
his old fhip,' Ae Cumberland, he failed from the. Nore oa 
the 28th, his force confining of nine (hips of two, decks, a 
fire-fhip, and a bomb-ketch, which were afterwards to be 
joined by fome trifling reinforcements. The operations 

. and event of the naval campaign of this year differed no- 
thing from thofe of the two which had preceded ; the 
Swedes retiring to .their harbours without waiting the at* 
tack 3 and that which fliould have been the fcene of hoftili- 
ties, enjo)ring a tranquillity very different from a ftate of a 
warfare. At lengthy the (eafon being too far advanced fot 
any farther operations in fo cold and inhofpitable climate, 
fir John failed for England on the a9th of October; and» 
as it is fhrewdly obferved, by many hiftoriansy this 
northern war foon after ended with the death of Charles 
the Twelfth, who was kiUed at the fiege pf Frederics-hrfl, 
in Norway, on the 70th of November follovving. 

In the enfuing (pring fir John was a|ain-OiJled into 
fervice in confcquenoet)! thcunufual warhkejprepax^ipns 
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• of Spalny irtd an ap'pVchenfiofi,' very jfliftly fotmdied, ihst 
ihc was, at that very ttme, medhating an invafion'of Great 
Britain in favoiSr of the Prcterirfer. He failed from Spit- 
head on the f ith of March, having uixler his command 
five two-detked (hips and two frigates;- and being joined 
on the fdllowiftg day by a fifty gun-fliif and a frigate, pro- 
ceeded, according to his inftrudions, to crtiife at the 
entrance of the Cnailner, in htffts of intercepting a Spanifh 
fquadron of five (hips of war tvhfch were to convoy 
a fleet of forty tranfports, with trodps, warlike ftores> 

• fpare arms, and one million pieces of eight, all dcflined 
V forfhd expedition juft mentioned. , On the 30th of the 

fame month fir Jonn was joined, by the earl of Berkeley, 
with fcven more (hips of war. The earl, after having 
detached vice-adrtiiral Mighels, to the coaft of Gallicia for 
intell^ence, returned, on the 4th of April, into the 
Channel, as fir John did very foon afterwards, information 
being received that the Spanifii armament had been com- 
pletely difperfed, in a gale of wind, off cape Finifterre; 
and that the principal part had, with much difficulty and 

• damage, put back into the Spani(h ports. 

This cloiid of war had fcarcely pafled over when a 
frefh one arofe, from a quarter little expedcd. The 
tftiimofity of fir John's Imperial friend, and former com- 
mander, Peter, had not abated on the death of that an- 
tagonifi:^ with whom, what had been a public difpute in 
» the beginning, afterwards, almoft degenerated into a pri- 
vate hatred* The fall of Charles the Twelfth appea fed 

• not the anger of the vindidlive and ambitious Peter, who, 
' in all the extacy of barbarity, elated by conqueft, flattered 

- himfclf with the hope of adding Sweden to his own 
dominions, as a fecompenfe for the trouble and anxiety 

*' its reftlefs turbulent monarch had formerly occafioned him. 
This arbitrary and oppreflive attempt the equitable fpirit 
of the Britiih court would by no means permit. Sir John, 

• therefore, preparing to enter the Tiftsof naval combat againft 

• the man whom he formerly inftrufted, at the time he had, 

- through delicacy and compliment, nominally ferved under 
him, again hoifted his flag, as commander-in-chief in the 
Bakic, on board the Cumberland. His force was to have 

- C?anfi(led of thirteen (hips of the line, with fix frigates and 
fmall YtSpls. But ieverai deU^a taking place in the 
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equipment, he did not fail from the Downs till the loth of* 
June, and then with only eight fhips ; nor does it appeat 
whether, and when the remainder of his force joined him. 
He arrived at Copenhagen in the month of June; ind 
after fome time fruitlefsly fpent in endeavouring to ac- 
commodate the national difference without proceeding to 
extremities, failed to Carlfcron to join the Swedifli fleet. 
This being effefted, the confederates arrived at Dahlen^ 
near Stockholm, on the loth of September. Sir John 
had thefe the honour of entertaining, on board his fhip, 
the queen of Sweden, together with the prince ot Hefle 
Caflel, and all the principal officers of the court. The 
year pafled on, as was cuftomary in the Baltic, without 
any aflion ; for the Czar, who had before the arrival of 
tjie Britifli fleet ravaged the coaft of Sweden, according to 
his ufual barbarous method of carrying on war, no 
fooner heard of its approach, than he thought it moft 
prudent to retire to the harbour of Revel, and flirink from 
a conteft to which he muft know his fleet, the political 
idol of his heart, was unequal. On the approach of 
winter fir John prepared to return to England: he ac- 
cordingly fet fail from Elfineur on the 27th of Odober, 
and arrived at Copenhagen on the 6th of November. 
He was there received with the greateil cordiality and re- 
fpeA by the king of Denmark, notwithftanding the dif-. 
ferfehce which ftill continued to fubfift between him, and 
th^ court of Sweden. This fir John took all poffible 
pains to accommodate, by reprefentingv in the moil im- 
preflive terms, to the king, that no perfon could profefs a 
more real and fmcere defire to make peace, on what 
could be thought reafonable terms, with his majeflv, than 
jdid the queen of Sweden. The king, perfe£lly latisfied 
with the admiral's honourable conduft through the whole 
of this fervice, paid him every poffible mark of diftinftion 
and refpeS. lie failed from Copenhagen on the 1 2th of 
November ; and after having> during his palTage, encoun- 
tered a moll dreadful ftorm, which happily, however, did 
no other mi fchief, than that of flightly damaging fome of his 
ihipis, arrived fafe at the Novc the latter end of the fame 
month. • 

The peace not beirtg yet eftablifhed, fir John, re-ap- 
pointed to his former command, failed for the Baltic on 
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*the 1 6th of April, having hoifted his flag on board the 
Sandwich, of ninety guns. His force was much more 
formidable than it had ever hitherto been, conlifting of 
no lefs than twenty fhips of the line, four frigates, two 
bomb-ketches, and two firelhips. The Czar had now a 
frefti pretence, of itfelf. quite lufficient to inftigate a tur- 
bulent prince to continue, or even declare war. The 
Swedes, at the inftgnce of the queen, had elefted the 
princfs of- Hefle, her confort, to be their fovereign ; by 
which meafure they had efFefted an alteration in their 
form o^ government, and converted an hereditary into an 
ele61:ive foveroignty. This, though indeed an exclufion 
of the natural heir to the crown, the young duke of Hoi- > 
ftein, the queen's nephew, was an affair which concern- 
ing only their internal polity, no foreign power could 
have a proper right to interfere in. Neverthelefs, the 
Czar, efpoufing the hereditary right, prepared for war 
with more than ufual vigour, threatening Sweden with all 
thofe horrors which he well knew how to infli6t on thofe 
who were in his power, unlefs the fetiate would reverfe 
their own aft, and place the duke on the throne. In 
cafe of their compliance his Imperial majefty promifed to- 
give his daughter in marriage to the young king, with all 
thofe provinces which he had formerly conquered from Sweden 
as a dowry. 

To counteraft ^\% gracious interference and liieralofkr, 
and to prefervc to Sweden the right of appointing their 
own fovereign, was the obj^ftof this armament. Having 
arrived in the Baltic the beginning of May, it was there 
joined by a fquadron of Swediih (hips; and on the twenty- 
fourth of the fame month, by a fecond reinforcement of 
fevcn fail of the line, under the command of admiral 
Wachmeifter. The operations of this ye^r were not at 
all more interefting than thofe of the preceding. The 
very appearance of the Britifli fleet being fufficient to 
reltrain the intemperate fury of the Czar from venting 
itfelf on the othrfttrife almoft defencelefs coafl:s of 
Sweden. 

Sir John's reprefentations'to the king of Denmark in 
the former year, already taken notice * of, contributed 

Erobably to accelerate a treaty of peace, which was 
appily xroncluded with Sweden in the prefcnt. Both 
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the irionarchs appear to have been equally well-plcafod 
at this termination of the difpute. The king of 
Sweden was entertained by fir John on board his ihip; ' 
when his majeAy took occafion to exprefs himfelf, in the 
higheft ternrs of regard and aiFedlion to him. The Britifti. 
fleet returned home in the month of November^ and 
experienced in its pafTage, as it had in the lad year, a moft 
violent ftorm, and with more lofs \ for the Monk, of fifty 
guns, was driven afhore and totally loft. 

The Ciar ftill refufing to confent to the peace of 
northern Europe, it was once more judged neceflary to 
equip a fleet, under fir John's command, for the Baltic* 
Its force was nearly the fame it had been in the preced- 
ing year, confifting of twenty-one fhips of the line, with 
feven fmaller veffels; and its operations were equally un- 
interefting. The fquadron being completely ready for fea 
in the month of March, fir John failed from the Nore On 
the 13th of April; and having arrived in fafety in the 
Baltic, was joined by the Sw(?<li<h fquadron, as was cuf- 
tomary. Peter finding-it in vain to perfift any longer to 
perfecute a people too powerfully fupported for hiiii to 
effeft the conqueft of, at laft confented to liften to 
that voice of reafon, he had been fo long deaf to. The 
negociations were finally concluded, by the peace figned 
at Nieftadt^ on the 31ft of Auguft, under the fuccefsful 
mediation of Britain. 

Matters being at laft brought to this favourable crifis, 
to which, indeed, the prefence of fir John, and the fleet 
under his orders not a little contributed, he returned to 
England in/ the month of Oftober i and peace being 
colnpletely eftablilhed, fir John had the fatisfaflion of 
enjoying, in a moft honourable retirement, that reputa- 
tion he had fo juftly acquired. We do not find, except 
in 1723 when he had the honour of convoying king 
George the Firft from Helvoetfluys to England, that he 
held any other Command after this time till the year 1727, 
when the apprehenfion of an attack meditated on Sweden, 
by the Czarina, matle it once more expedient to fend a 
- fquadron into the Baltic. It confifted of twelve fhips of 
the line, with five frigates and fmaller vefl!els. He failed 
from the Nore the latter end of April, and anchored in the 
road of Copeiihagen on the 12th of May. Its appear- 
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tncc produced the fame effeft which it always had an 
former occafions ; and Sweden remained unattacked be- 
Caufe ihe was proteded by Britain^ 

In confequence of a new civil arrangement fir John 
quitted, in the year 1730, the office of commiffioner of 
the ddnrfiralty, which he had held for a feries of years, 
and it is a fufficient eulogium on his general conduA 
to add, as wejuftlycan, without incurring cenfure, or 
even exciting a murmur. From this time, till the year 
'735' h^ again enjoyed a tempoiary relaxation from the 
fatigues of fervice. A difpute having then arifen between 
the crowns of Spain and Portugal, and the latter applying 
to Britain for protedion, admiral Norris^ who had, dur- 
ing his retirement, been, on the 2oth of January 1732, 
advanced to be admiral of the white, was appointed to 
command a formidable fleet, with which he failed foon 
afterwards for Lifbon. His arrival there was regarded by 
the people as a certain deliverance : and it now produced, 
in a fouthern clime, the fame efFe£l which we have already 
fe'en it did in the north : the ftorm of war inftantly 
breaking away, the fleet returned and was difmantled. 
On this occafion the Britifli admiral niight^ with fome 
truth, vie with the Roman general, who is faid to have 
liniihed a war in feventeen days, after he had taken 
upon him the command. In after ages many truly bril- 
liant exploits of ihe prefent day may probably cclipfe, 
in fame, thofe of antiquity which are now moft cele- 
brated. 

The repeated injuries and provocation oflTered by the 
Spaniards, the many depredations and piratical l^izures 
made by their guarda codas, at length roufed the indig- 
nation and fury of the whole Britifh nation, notwith- 
ftanding the very pacific difpofition of the minifter, who 
found, in the year 1739, that however he himlelf might 
deprecate theevent> war was at laft become inevitable. Sir 
John, who, during the month of April in that year, was 
appoimed vice-admiral of Great Britain, was^gain callecl 
into fervice as admiral and commander in chief of the 
fleet. The preparations for war were continued during 
the winter and enfuing fpring; but the (hips deftined for 
the Channel were not completely fitted and colledled till 
the latter end of June. At laft, on the 23d of July, 
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admiral Norris, having under his command vice-admiral 
Cavendifh and fir Chaloner Ogle, vt^ith twenty-one fliipc 
of the line, put to fea merely vi^ith intention to cruife 
in the bay of Bifcay. Contrary winds and tempeftuotr* 
weather prevented them from clearing the Channel^ 
although the greateft exertions were made to effe<9: that 
purpofe: and they were finally compelled to put into 
Torbay about the latter end of Auguft. They afterwards 
returned into port for the winter, 

- The eyes of the whole nation were turned, as it wert 
with one acqord, on the failing of this fleet. Each polir 
tician formed to himfelf his own opinion as to its parti^ 
cular deftination ; but all were unanimous in agreeing, 
that fome great ftrgko was to be attempted againft the 
enemy. No nation perhaps in the Univerfe is fonder of 
encouraging the belief of a my ftery than Britain . The people 
imagined the de/lination of this fleet was a profound ie- 
cret becaufe minifters were filent on this fubjeft; having, 
in reality, no other plan in view than a general one of 
cruifing againft the enemy : even this was fruftrated by 
the weather : and the difappqintment of the multitude, 
who had, perhaps, flattered* them felves with the hope of 
feeing at leaft half the SpaniOi navy brought triumphant 
into port, could find no other relief than by venting itfelf, 
in fruitlefs and unjuft murmurs, both againft the com- 
manders, and minifters themfelves. 

Sir John, notwiihftanding thfs fuppofedill-fufleefs and tte 
clamour which purfued it, had too much magnanimity to 
fhrink from a fervice where the want of effefting impoffibi- 
lities might, in all probability, render him vrfiat is called 
unpopular, and hazard the deftruftion of that honeft fame 
he had before defervedly acquired. He retained his for- 
mer command during tne enfuing year ; and was equally 
incapable of atchieving any thing worthy to be conune- 
morated in the page of hittory*. He failed from Spit- 
head, having hoifted his flag on board the Victory on the 
J 6th of July, with a fquadron of fixteen (hips of the line 
and a few frigates : yet it was expedcd that with this 

♦ The only fervice that appears to have been effcfted by atfy pari 
of this fquadron is, that the Argyle, commanded by captain Harnfg|), 
captured five prices ia the bay of RodondeUp. 
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force, which was very far from formidable, he fhoul(f 
have annihilated the Span ifh navy, and deftroyed everj 
town upon their cqaft. Campbell, who on other occa- 
fions is very fond of condemning particular perfons foi 
making war on the defencelefs, and bringing mifery on 
thofe who arc not aftually in arms, is incautious enough;^ 
on this occafion, to fay, " that with this formidahU fleet 
fit John might, with the utmoft facility, have injured tho 
enemy moft eflentially, hy ravaging their coajis and de- 
ft roying their maritime towns, which were almofl totally^ 
defencelefs," The real faQ, however, is, that all fuch 
towns, worthy the attention of a national attack, were too 
well fortified and garrifoned to fear the aflault of a fleet 
double in point of force to that commanded by him> 
efpecially unfupported as he was by a body of troops and 
every other fpecies of equipment neceflary for fuch an ope- 
ration. As for fuch towns as Campbell defcribes totally 
defencelefs, they were, either on the fcore of private emolu- 
cnent or public advantage, beneath the notice of half a 
dozen floops of war, or as many privateers. 

The fleet certainly returned into port without eflfefting 
any thing; and it is as^certain the people were very much 
diflatlsfied at it: but they judged without underuanding 
the cafe, and condemned becaufe they djd not underftand 
it. The charadler of the admiral, in point of fpirit and 
zeal for the fervice, flood far toe high to render an attack 
upon it, on that ground, prudent or fafe. The battery of 
clamour was, of courfe, obliged to be changed ; and when 
on rcfleftion, and by comparing the admiral*, former 
conduftwith their prefent aceufation, they found, to their 
Confufion, the two ,would by no means talty, they 
were compelled ingenioufly to fuggeft, that the admiral 
would have done fome thing y had he not been rejlrained byprU 
• vate inflruclions frG?n home. Having eftablilhed, by this 
kind of logic, that thofe inflrudions did exifty and laid, as 
they thought, fome bafis for the wonderful fabric of 
calumny, they proceeded farcaftically to obferve, admit- 
ting as they vrcrty perhaps, reludtantly compelled to 
do, the commander in quedion poffeired both abilities and 
. refoliition, that thefe qualifications were not Jufficient to 
y complete the charaSier of a naval commander. Probity mufl 
hi an indijpenftble ingredient \ and the msn who accepts a 
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Mnder ignominious rejiri^ions, merits the obloquy iphich pqfte^ 
rity will never fail to bejhw. 

To this we may, without much difficulty, aflTent, where . 
thofe reftrjSions, if ever, were laid, which, in the prefent 
inftance, we pofitively deny to have been the cafe. The 
object of the equipment of the fleet, and its fiibfequent 
cruife, were precifely the fame as in the former year^ 
its ilUfuccefs alfo was the fame: and fir John had the 
misfortune to be condemned for obeying inftruftions * 
which were never impofed, and not capturing fleets which 
he never met with. 

The fleet having been in port and obtained a recruit of 
frefti water and provifions, fir John put to fea, a fccond 
time, on the I2th of Odober, with a fquadron of ten 
ftiips; and returned with as little good fortune as o,n the 
former occafions. In 1743 he was appointed admiral of 
the fleet y the higheft rank in the fervice ; and is frequently 
Hiifiermed, by hiftorians and others, admiral of the red. 
But fo little confequential was the fervice in which the 
fleet was employed, that no notice is taken even of its 
having ever gone out of harbour. 

In 1744 the court of France, which had been* long 
meditating an attack on Britain, and had adlually pre* 
pared a fleet jn the Mediterranean to join that of Sj^in, 
had formed another fcheme to diltraft the meafures of 
government, by efpoufing the caofe of the Pretender, and 
landing him in Scotland at the head of a very formidable 
army. The greateft preparations were made at Dunkirk 
to fupport this projeft ; and at Breft, a fleet, confiding 
of twenty-three (hips of war, was equipped and put under 
tlie command of M. de Rouquefevilie, who was to efcort 
the troops and cover their landing. Thefe mighty and truly 
glarming preparations were no fooner known iii Engliand, 
than a fleet of twenty-njne (hips of the line was with the 
utmoft difpatch colled^d, .ai^d the command given to fur 
John, 

.■ ■' ■■' " ■*■■ ■' " '■- ' t ■'■■ , ...I I , ,, „ 

♦ Tljof^ whp iiuagTne every fleet that is equipped, is dcftined for 
fome particular fervice, can have bpt little confidered the general 
events of war, or the circumftanccs qndcr which they were proT- 
duced. Fleets are as often fent to fea without any immediate obje^lof 
attack in view, and merely fpr the purpofe of keeping the enemy in 
cheque, as thev are for that pf cariying iqtQ c^e^Htign any 4e^0x.q 
«r p^rticulfMT iirokct 
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The French ar matncnt entered the Channel on the 34 
of February ; and having to contend with a contrary wind, 
at times blowing very hard, it was the 17th before it 
could work up as high as the Iflc of Wight. Sir John \ 
had failed for the Downs three days before: and a light 
frigate, which the French admiral had difpatched to re- 
connoitre, feeing no (hips at Spithead, it was, immediately 
concluded, by the enemy, that the fame tempeftuous 
weather which had fo long retarded their pa&ge up 
Channel, had alfo compelled the Englifli fleet to return 
into harbour. Under this dpliifive hope they'pulhed on. 
Four fhips of war were difpatched for Dunkirk to haften 
the embarkation of the troops ; and on the 22d, at night, 
the whole fleet came to an anchor off Dungenefs. 

On the 24th, in the morning, their look-out frigate 
a-head made the fignal for a large fleet, which was foon 
foufid, to their utrooft furprize, to be that of the Britiflif 
under fir John Norris, tiding it round the Foreland. He 
had been joined by feveral (hips from Chatham, and was 
now fuperior in ftrcngth to the eneiAy. 

The tide turning, fir John was obliged to come to an 
anchor two leagues from the enemy, who were in the 
utmoft confufion. The French admiral immediately 
called a council of war ; in which it was, without hefita- 
tion, refolved*, to make the beft of their way back to 
Breft. It was at this time a dead calm, a continuance of 
which would have proved their deftruSion : but on the 
turn of the tide the wind freihened, and foon encreafed ^ 
even to a tempeft ; fo that by the next mornina; they had 
got the length et Portland, where a thick'fog anfing, tl^eir 
whole fleet was difperfed, and got back into port with 
jnuch difficulty, in a very diftreffed and fluttered con- 
dition. Sir John, difappointed in his hope of defl:roying 
this formidable armament, which had been fo fhort a time 
before the terror of the multitude, returned to hisflation, 

* The OT^tra iffiied by the French admiral, in confeqcience of il| 
^^Fc, *' CO avoid an engagement by weighing their anchors apeek^ at 
funfet, and fo remain till the tide made at ieven o^clock; when the 
admiral (hould gtx up his ufual lights and get under fail. By his 
firing a gun each (hip fhould get junder fail, and doubling the point 
oi the bay to the weuward, get out to fea and make th^ heft %i (heir 
w^y back to Breft without any regard to the line of baule." 

in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 361 

in the Downs, on the 27th, for the purpofe of blocking 
up the port of Dunkirk, having firft detached fir Charles 
Hardy, with all the three decked fhips, for Portfmouth. 

This we believe to have been tlie laft time he ever was 
at fea. He had been in fervice, and almoft conftantly fo; 
fixty^ytars. Age and infirtnities rendered retirement 
ncceffary ; but he had not long the happinefs of enjoying 
it, as he died on the 19th of July 1749 *. 

Although many may have had the good fortune to ac- 
quire a greater fhare of popular applaufe, none have bad 
a nobler and juder claim to public gratitude than this brave 
and able commander ; or have been more truly entitled to 
the companion of thofe who are capable of feeling for that 
degree of misfortune which rarely failed to attend him 
through life. Seamen, who are, as a body of people, in 
all probability the moft- fuperftitious in the world, con- 
ftantly foretold a ftorm whenever fir John put to fea. 
The frequent accidents which befel the (hips and fqua- 
drons under his command, the misfortunes which attended 
him, and which being inflided merely by the hand of 
heaven, could not be warded off by anv human prudence 
pr fagacity, procured him the whimncal appellation of 
foul-weather jack \ by which fofter name he was, perhaps, 
better known in the fervice ihan by his own proper (tile and 
title. In reviewing his public life and conduS, we cannot 
find a fingle point in which he appears liable to cenfure: 
and were we to fay no more, this would, perhaps, be a 
fufficient degree of applaufe to acquire him the admiration 
of all confiderate n^n. Let thofe, if any, who think 
otherwife, refled, for a moment, on the difficulties which 
niuft have furrounded a man afting in a public capacity 
for fixty years ;* let them recoUeft thofe accidents which 
daily baffle the moft prudential and beft-founded fyftems ; 
let them not forget, that public envy and perfonal malice 
are perpetually on the watch to depreciate renown and vie- 
lory itfelf; and let them then decide, whether to die unac- 
cul^d is not to have always lived worthy of applaufe. 

The incidents of war for the fpace of forty years fuc-. 
ceeding the battle of Malaga, in 1704, were totally unin^ 

«^ ' ..III I . .1, 1.1 !>■ .11 ■ . I .^ 

* His daughreri Lucy, was married, in 0£iobcr ^Ji^^ to fir 6e- 
nrld Aylm«r. 
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tcrefting in the fcalc of grand operation : in fuch ' 
alone are we to look for thofe brilliant atchievements 
which high-founding fame delights in publifliing to the 
world, and preferving to our memories. Thefe having 
felled, the voice of envy never ceafing to demand what 
could not exift, impofes herfelf, at laft, on the world, for 
that candour and juftice which forbid us to bcftow honours 
which have not been truly earned. That courage and 
foirit of enterprize which he fo frequently and happily 
difplayed, when in the ftation of a private commander, 
would certainly have borne him through the mbft arduous 
and difficult undertakings, when moving in the moft 
elevated fphere. And no rcafonable man can doubt, but 
that the fame glory which is fo juffiy attached to the 
charafters ofRufTel or Rooke, would have been acquired 
by Norris, had he been fortunate enough to have ex- 
perienced the fame opportunity. 

In the lefs dazzhng duties of his profeffion, which 
were all that fortune put in his power to exercife, no- 
man could be more afliduous. When commander-in- 
chief in the Baltic he ufed every pofllble means to pro- 
cure to his country a cornplete knowledge of that dan- 
gerous and intricate navigatiop*,* which was, tjlKhis time, 
much feared, as being little underftood. His abilities as 
a negociator were never difputed, becaufe in that line of 
fervice he was always moft fuccefsful. His temper as a 
commander, armed with powers either to enforce com- 
mands or accept fubmiflion, were fuch as entitled him to the 
praife even of thofe againft whom he feryed : fo that among 
all his enemies, he had at leaft the fatisfaftion of know- 
ing there were none who could, with propriety, openly 
rank themfelves under fo defpicable a banner. 

OAKLEY, Edward, — was appointed lieutenant of the 
John and Francis; fir efliip, by prince Rupert, in the year 
1672. After which timerwe hear nothing of him till we 

• He took uncommon pains to compile an accurate draught of that 
fca, by caufing all officers under him to make every remark and obfcr- 
vation in their power. This condu£l laid the foundation of that more 
enlarged and general knowledge, which has at laft rendered the na- 
vigation of the Baltic little lels difficult than that of the Thames. 

find 
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find hilt), on the 22(1 of OSober 1690, appointed coni- 
mander of the Guernfey, of twenty-eight guns. He con- 
tinued in this (hip till the time of his death, which hap- 
pened on the'2Qth of September 1693, he being at that 
tim^ in the Well Indies under the command of fir Francis 
Wheeler. 

POMEROY, George, — was appointed firft lieutenant 
of the Greenwich on the ift of December 1688. Having ' 
continued to ferve in this ftation on board various fhips, 
with diftinguifhed reputation, till the 24th of June 1690, 
he was then promoted to the command of the Rupert, 3 
third rate. This advancement he did not long fiirvive ; 
and proved, by his very gallant condudi on the 30th of the 
fame month, now well he had deferved it. In the aSion 
with the French off Beachy Head, on that day, he was 
grievoufly wounded ; 'and died ift confequence on the loth 
of July following, 

POTTINGER, Edward,— was made captain of the 
Dartmouth on the 19th of March 1690. This frigate 
was ftationed as a cruifer, ofFthe weftern coaft of Scotland, 
to prevent the introduftion of any fupplies for the fervice 
of the late king James's party, then in arms in that 
country. A violent ftorm, on the 9th of Odober fol- 
lowing, forced her from her anchors, and drove her on a 
rock in the found of the Ifle of Mull. The veifel was 
totally loft ; and, to add to this difafter, the captain ^ well 
as the principal part of the crew were unfortunately 
drowned. 

SAUNDERS, Humphrey. — ^The firft information we 
have of this gentleman is, his being appointed, on the 
25th of July 1690, captain of the Modena hired-' ftiip 
of war. In 1693 we find him commanding the Sterling 
Caftle, of feventy guns, one of the fhips attached to the. 
main fleet. In fuch a ftation very little interefting infor- 
mation is to be expefted, except by the intervention of 
forae extraordinary fortuitous event, which in this inftance 
did not take place. His name does not again occur as 
ever having held any command after this time. In 1 1 707 
he was put on the fuperannuated lift with a penfion of 
182], I OS. per annum, which he enjoyed during his life. 
He died on the 4th of January 1725. 

STAGGINS, 
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STAGGINS^ Charles, or, as fome fay, Barnabas,-^ 
was appointed firft lieutenant of the Tyger Prize, by ad- 
miral Herbert, commander-in-chief in the Strcights, on 
the ift of Auguft 1682. On the 21ft of May 1688, he 
>vas made firfl: lieutenant of the Jerfey ; and, on the 3d of 
September following, of the Rupert. On the 22d of 
February 1690, he was promoted to the command of the 
Greyhound. In this veflel he had the misfortune to be 
taken, by the French, in the month of July 1691 ; and 
died in a day or two after he was made prifoner, in con- 
fequence of the wounds he received when that unfortu- 
nate event took place. 

SYMONDS, Thomas,— was, on the 31ft of Auguft 
1690, made commander of the Vulture fireftiip. In 1693 
he was captain of the Speedwell fireihip, one of the veffels 
fent out, under iir George Rooke, as convoy to the 
Smyrna fleet. After his return from this unfortunate 
expedition he was promoted to the Hampfhire and fent to 
the Weft Indies, where he unhappily died on the 6th of 
O<^ober 1694. 

TOWNSEND, Ifaac,— was appointed fecond lieute- 
nant of the Briftol on the iiih ot May 1687. He was. 
Removed into the fame ftation on hoard the Mary, on the 
28th of the fame month in the following year ; and, on the 
30ih of September following, was advanced to be firft 
lieutenant of the fame fliip. He was promoted to the 
command of the Roebuck fireihip on the nth of April 
1690 V in 1692 he was promoted to the Forefight, of 
forty-two guns ; and fent out in the following year as 
convoy to the Virginia fleet. On his return from this 
fcrvice he was ftatiohed for fome time as a cruifer*, and 
afterwards advanced to be captain of the Ipfwich, one of 
the (hips attached to the main fleet. In this command 
we believe he continued till after the peace at Ryfwic, 
During the ceiFation of hoftilities he appears to have been 
conftantly in fome command. , After the acceflion of 

* In this fcrvice hp met with good fuccefs, having, hefides other 
flrokes of fortune, which his gallantry and condufl knew well how 
to improve, taken or dejlroyed eleven or twelve veifels laden with 
corn, in the month of May 1694, notwi^thflanding they were prbteBed 
by feven frigates, one of which mounted forty guns ; and the force 
under captain Townfend confified, excluiive of his own ihip, only of 
one armed (hip and four privateers. 

cjueeu 
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queen Anne he was made captain of the Ruffel, of eighty 
guns ; and fent, in 1703, to the Mediterranean, with the 
"fleet under the orders of fir Cloudefley Shovel *. After he 
quitted the command of this (hip he retired from the fer* 
vice, being appointed commiflioner of the navy refident at 
Portfmouth, in the year 1705. 

In' 17x3* probably on account 6f fome political party 
^ifpute, he was fuperfeded, and appointed an extra-com^ 
miiTioner of the navy ; but reftored in the following year 
to his office, which he retained till the year 1729 1. 
Being then in a very advanced age and incapable g( un- 
dergoing the fatigues of his office, he retired on a penfion, 
and a fecond appointment, to be extra-commiffioner of 
the navy ; thefe he did not long enjoy, dying on the 26th 
of May 1731. • 

. URRY, Thomas,— -was appointed commander of the 
Wolf fireihip on the i8th of April 1690. He continued 
many years in the fame line of fervice. In 1692 he was 
remoted into the Strombolo, one of the firefhips attached 
to the main fleet, with which he ferved two or three years. 
After this time we hear nothing of liim, except that he 
died, in the year 1699, commander of the Margate 
frigate; 

VAUGHAN, Roger,— was appointed lieutenant of 
the Loyal Subjed as far back as the year 1665. We 
know not of his having received any other commiffion tiU 
the 6th of September 1688, when he was appointed to the 
fame ftation on board the Greenwich. He was promoted 
to the command of the Richmond frigate on the 23d of 
06lober 1690."' In 1692. he was captain of the 
Milford, of thirty-two guns, employed, during this year 
and the next, as a cruifing frigate. Early in the ye^r 
1694 he was promoted to the Dartmouth of forty guns; 
and ilill continued to be employed in the fame fpecies df 
fervice. 

Early in the month of February 1694-5,. ftill continuing 
in the fame command, he had ihe misfortune to fall in 
with two very large French frigates, carryitig. forty guns 

■ - - I t - -iTi 'I 1. .- . r ^ ■• -^ I ~ - - J II 

* He very narrowly efcaped deilru£lion in the great florm, bein^ 
driven over to the coaft of Holland, and baviog cxpexienced much 
diftrefs. . . '^ 

+ During this time^ we bellcVc about th^ycar 17«3, he received 
the hdnour of knighthood. 

I and 
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and two hundred and fifty men each. The afliori com* 
menced about fix o'clock in the morning on the 4th, and 
was maintained, with the greateft fpirit and bravery, till 
noon. The Dartmouth was then compelled to furrender, 
after having juft before loft her brave commander « 
The fliip was reduced to a mere wreck,, had loft her 
main and mizeli^niafts, and was withal fo much damaged 
in the hull as to be fcarcely able to fwim: nor is this to 
be wondered at, when we refle£l the force of the enemy 
was double her own. 

VICKARS, William, — was appointed, on the 31ft of 
March 1690, commander of the Dolphin fireftiip. In 
the following year he was promoted to the James galley, 
of thirty guns. Having, in the year. 1692, being ad* 
vanced 10 the command of the Dragon, a large fifth rate, he 
was fent, early in 1693, under the command of fir F. 
Wheeler, to the. Weft Indies. Remaining on that ftation 
after the return of the comrnander-in-chief, he died there 
on the 25th of November in the following year. 

WALFORD, John. — Little have we to relate of this 
gentleman, he having been only appointed a captain, on the 
21ft of July 1 690, as commander of the Roebuck firefliip 4 
and dying on the 29th of Auguft following. 
' WEIGHMAN, Frederick, — was appointed com- 
mander, of the Spy firefliip on the 5tlLof April 1690. In 
1692 he was advanced to be captain of a frigate of thirty 
guns, called the Play, Prize, and was principally employed ^ 
m convoying, from port to port, the fmall fleets of coaders ' 
and tranfports* Having been unhappily guilty of fome 
negleit of duty, he was brought to a coutt-martial on the 
18th of Auguft 1694, and finqd all the pay then due to 
him. We believe this fentence was afterwards thought 
too fevere, as we find him almoft inftantly recalled to the 
fervice, and appointed, on the loih of December, to the 
Colchefter, a new fourth rate juft launched. He was 
foon after fent in this veflel to the Weft Indies, where he 
died on the 26th of February 1696-7. 

WHITAKER, fir Edward.— Of the early part of this 
gentleman's fervice we have no account. Our firft intel- 
ligence concerning him is, that he was appointed lieute- 
nant of the Swallow on the i6th of OSober 1688 ; and 
promoted, by lord Dartmouth, to be firft lieutenant of the 

Mary 
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Mary on the aSih of December following. Having 
ferved fome time in this ftation he was advanced to be 
commander of the Dover, of forty-four guns, on the 1 5th 
of May 1690. • During the time he was captain of this 
fhip he appears to have been principally employed as a 
cruifer in the Channel. The adivity he difplayed while 
thus employed met with almo^ uncommon, though ndt 
uiimerited fuccefs. In the month of February 1690-1, 
being then in company with the Montague, commanded 
by captain Foulkes, he captured, after a chace of thirteen 
hours, a very fine privateer of twenty-four guns, juft fitted 
out from Breft ; as he afterwards did fcvcral or inferior 
force. He was, moreover, particularly fortunate in 
making prize of feveral of the enemy's merchant-fliips, 
and in refcuing others belonging to the allied powers, 
which had unluckily fallen into the enemy's hands. Still 
^continuing in the fame (hip, in the month of January 
1692-3, he affifted captain MeeSy of the York, in captirr- 
ing two large privateers, one mounting twenty, the other 
. fixteen gunS. Juft before this fuccefs, he had while 
alone, the good fortune to ta;ke one belonging to St. 
Maine's, called the Waking Lyon, which mounted four- 
teen guns. 

This diligence, and, what was ftill more, the fuccefs 
with which it was crowned, added to an high reputation 
which he had acquired for nautical fkill, recommended 
him fo much to the notice of his fuperiors in command, 
that, in the beginning of the year 1693, he wasapfiointed 
captain of the Rbyal Sovereign, under Mr, Aylmer, who 
hoifted his flag on board that (hip as rear-admiral of the 
' red. It is moil probable he continued in this ftation 
during thfe following year, when the fleet was in the 
Mediterranean under the command of Ruflel, for we do 
'not find ai>y mention made of him at home, which it is 
natural to fuppofe would have been the cafe of a man of 
his active difpofition. In 1695, and the beginning of the 
next, year, . he commanded, firft the Elizabeth apd 
afterwards the Monk ; but without having the good for- 
tune to atchieve any thing worthy commemorating in 
cither. 

Soon after this time he removed into the Vi£tory, a firft 

rate, as captain to fir C. Shovel, at that time vico-admiidl 

' of 
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of the red. The peace at Ryfwic taking place in the 
following year, no mention is made of captain Whitakcr 
till after the acceflion of queen Anne *, when he was ap- 
pointed to command the Dorfetfhire, of eighty guns. 
This Ihip was one of the fquadron fent out, under fir C. 
Shovel, to reinforce fir George Rooke at Vigo: but that 
valuable conqucft being atchieved before Shovel's arrival, 
Mr. Whitaker was only a filent fpeftator of what had 
been done-. In the following year he accompanied fir 
Cloudefley to the Mediterranean ; in which fervice the 
only point to be recorded is, is having been thus em- 
ployed. He very narrowly efcaped deftrudion in that 
tremendous hurricane known by the name of the Great 
Storm. His fhip, the Dorfetlhire, having ftruck ihrice 
ort the Galloper. It afterwards got off, fortunately, 
without fuftaining much damage ; and, after having been 
driven about for a fortnight, in very bad weather, at laft 
got fafe into the Nore. 

The year 1704 is produftive of matters much- more 
interefting. Captain Whitaker, who ftill continued to 
command the Dorfetlhire, was ftationed in the line as one 
of the feconds to fir George Byng ; and being one of the 
commanders detached to aiiault Gibraltar, appears to have 
very eminently diftinguiftied himfelf, and much contri- 
buted to the ireduftion of that important place t. At the 

battio 



* Except that, in 1701, he wa« appointed mafter-attendant of 
Woolwich yard ; he, however, held this office a few nonths only. 

f The following letter wits written by him, on this occafion, to fir 
Richard Haddock. As a curious and original record of the great 
event it is printed verbatim, and may fcrve to fhcw how well the ac- 
count given by hidorians agrees with the real fa£l. 

** On board his majefties (hip Dorfetlhire, ifi . 
Gibralur bay, July the 29 ih, 1704. 
•• Sir, 
•* I here give you an account of oar' good fucccfs, efpecially what 
lias related to my own particular part. July 21ft we anchored herfe 
in the bay, and about 4 in the afternoon landed about sooo marines;. 
Butch and all. I commanded tHe landing with 3 cap tains more, all 
%vcti was don with lirile oppoCtion. About 40 norle came downe 
from y* towne, wcli was all > and thay run away foe foon as our guns ' 
began to play upon them. We landed about c miles from ye town, 
if^ yc bay» and marched dtrcQly to tHe foot of the hill, were th^ ^ 

polled 
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battle off Malaga he was equally fortunate : but from this 
time to the year 1706 there is a wonderful breach in our 

^ infor- 



pofted thenirelve$ within tb« mulkett Jhott of -the gates, to cutt oiFall 
n^anncr of coittmunication from the lapd. We hove into y* towne 
this evening about 17 (hells; and the prince of Hefle landea with us 
and immediately Cent in a fummons to the governor, to w^^ he did not re« * 
turn any anfwer till the next morning; and then the governor faid he 
would defend the towne to the laft. Then adm^B^ng, who coin« ; 
, manded the cannonading, began to d^aw up all bis flups iaa line be* 
fore the towne, but it proving little wind could not get in w^b them 
all, fo that we did little this oay. Thare was 3 fmall ftips in the old ' 
mold, one of which annoyed our camp by firing ttmongft them. ' 
One having about loguns, lying clofe in themold,andjnilanacragreat 
baftion at the north comer of the towne, I propofed to fir George the 
burning her in the night. He liked itt : accordingly ordered what 
Iboats 1 would hayc to my ailiftance : and about |2 at night I did itt 
cffcflually, wth the lofs of but 1 man, and 5 or 6 woundea, 

'* July 23. At 4 this morning adml Byng began vr^^ h\$ {bips to 
cannonade, a Dutch rear-adm^ and 5 or 6 (hips of thairs along wtb him, 
wch made a noble noife, being within haU (hott of the town. My 
ihfp- not being upon fervice, I defired (ir George to make me his 
aduconf to carry his commands, from tyme to tyme, to adml Byng, 
which he did accordingly ; and after about 2 hours continued Gring, 
fent me wth orders to fo«bear.- Upon this I went to every (hip in the 
line with this orders: and coming on board captain Jumper, in the 
Lenox, found him Extraordinary well poQed, and with» mu(ket (hott 
of ye new mold head ; and had heat them all out of the battery, and., 
oflp the mold ; fo that I believed we might attack it with our boats. 
1 went immediately and acquainted adml Byn^ v/^^ it, who ord^Qd all 
y« boats to be manned and armed. From him'I went to iir,George, 
and ^ve him my oppinion that the mold might be attacked, H)S im- 
rmediarely made the (ignal for all the boats in the fleet, and gave me 
ye command of ye attacke, with 3 or 4 captaines along with me. I 
made all the ha(l I could, with orders to adml Byng to fend me ac- 
<:ording(y: but fome of the boats got- a(hore, with little or no op»> 
pofition, before I could reach them. Severall of our men got into y« 
caftle, upon which it blew up. We had killed betn 40 and ^o men,. 
(moQ of all ye boats that landed (irft were funk) about 100 or two 
wounded; upon wch all yt remained came running down and leaped 
into ye water, being fo mightcly furprizcd. I landed within a minute 
after ye accident and rallied our men. , We went over a breach in v» 
wall, but one at a time, and took po(re(Tion of the hill. I immeai- 
atcly fent cap^ RblFy, and cap^^ Aflon, with about 40 and 50 men, 
to take polfcllion of a baftion of 8 guns, within lefs th^n ha1fTmu(ketc 
(hott of the town wall, and there we pitched our colours. Soon 
after adml Byng came aOiore to me, and fent a drummer Wth a fum« 
mons ; who returned in about 2 hours, w^h a letter in anfwer, that they 
would furrender the next d<iy^ which thay accordingly did. I believa 
VOL.IJE/ -A a . I had 
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inrdfrhanori relative to him. Wethow him, indeed, to 
hl^ve received the honour of knighthood.; and to have been 
promoted to the rank of rear-admiral of the blu^ towards 
the latter end of the year 1705, or the beginning of the year 
cnfuing; biit nothing is to be, met with which c5Ufi authp- 
r(ife*us,. ifoi-^fljert on what particular lervice or ftadon he 
^.cniployeci^,, , . 

Hts.firftiippointment, as a flag officer, as far as we 
have been ivble |o learn, was to command a fmall fqiia- 
drpn^ jnflie month. 6f April 1706, which convoyed the 
d5)^e.^pf 'fJiJ^^jlbprP^^ to Holland. He continued in the 
Channel aur^ig the remainder of this year ; and, perhaps, 
none, during a "war, was ever more barren of incident, 
except that which enfued. The Mediterranean and the 
Weft Indies were become the only theatres of warlike con- 
te(l;'^and tl>ofe who were riot employed on them might have 
almoft fancied their country in a. uate of profound peace. 



I fiad 'v^% ne, if tlie firfi cbiet, between two and three hundred men; 
bat we crew irt a very little tymc to ncarc ioop» This was the manner 
we tooJT QibVaUar, vf^^ I hope we ihall maintain. I hope, fir, yoaU 
cxcufe )bis trouble I give; l>at^elieve that every boddy will right att 
this tyme,^ iipon!jthis occaiion. I could not. forfc^are giving my very 
good friend, ^ fir Richard, this particqlar acco' of y^ whole matter; 
whidk I don't doubt but cap<. Haddocke will givp much ye fame ac- 
cent, yray j^leafe 'to favour my fpoufe w«h a line or two, fcarinc 
Vine ih^ld miftrarry. My mod humble fervice to tany good lady an? 
alJ y^ coed fimiily. I beg you'le make ufe of this as funn as you (hall 
ihiok ntt, it being a true account of the whole matter, 
"lam, 
••''Your moftharty humble fe.rvant, and 
•* kinfman to ferve, 
- ' •♦ whiia 

.' ' ^ ' *• Edward Whitaker.'' 

•* P, S. l*his h rite tW in a hurry ; 

fir, ytj hope you'le excufe me." 
[ The pnl^: popple obje£iion that can be made to the juftice and truth 
of the .forrgoihg account is, that no notice appears to be taken of 
captain Hicks, who certainly difiinguifhed himfelf very much on this 
occafion« 

» N. B. A palpable inifiakj^.has. been committed by Boyer, and all 
o^eirs who have given any, relation of this event, they having given 
the merit of this tranfa^ion to captain Samuel Whitaker, who at that 
tjme.'commanded the Nottingham. This gentleman was 00 otherwife 
concerned in the attack than as commanding one of the battering ihipa* 
See Boyer»s An. of Q. A. Vel. III. App. p. 48. 

On 
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On the 26th of January 1708, fir.Edward was advanced 
to be rear-admiral of the red, and appointed to a com- 
mand in the fleet fent, in the month of March, under fit 
John Leake, to Lifbon and the Mediterranean. He 
boifted his flag on board the Northumberland on the 30th 
pf January ; but nothing appears to have occurred beyond 
the ordinary routine of lervice till the month of Au-* 
guft ; when he was detached *, by the commander- 
in-chief, to undertake the reduSion of Minorca. This 
conqueft he happily efFefted in ten days ; and fo important 
a fuccefs is certainly of itfelf fufficient to .eftablifh a com* 
mander*s fame beyond the reach of envy, or malevolence 
pf party abufe. 

After the happy conclufion of that enterprife, he failed 
for Leghorn on the 29th of September; arid by his afti^ 
yity, joined to his fpirited condud, had nearly difpofed 
the Pope to a formal acknowledgement of Charles the 
Third as king of Spain ; when, at the preflii^g inftances of 
the latter, he failed for Barcelona. This delire appears 
rs^oTt like one of the puerile intreaties of an indecifive 
mind, than as one of the firm, well-CQnfidered requefts ot 
a fovereign prince ; for his voyage to Spain was only a pre- 
lude to his immediate return to Italy, a meafure owing 
to the fame royal interferance as the former. Mis arriv^ 
at Leghorn completed that negociation with the fee of 
Rome, which his former abrupt departure had compelled 
him to leave unfinifhed : and Charles the Third had now 
the fatisfaftion of being, as completely fovereign of Spain^ 
as the acknowlegementandbenediftionofthe rope could 
male him. . ' . 

Sir Edward continued at Leghorn, and on the coaft of 
Italy, till the arrival of fir George Byng at Port Mahon 
in the month of January 1709, when orders were immc- 
, • - - ■ - ■ ■ ■ . — — ■ i — ■ 

* (jr, tofpeak more properly, left behind by him, vrth the chief 
<;oiniQandj when fir John failed for England. According to fome. 
accounts iir John was promoted to be vice-admiral of the white on tbe 
21II of December ;7o8, and to be admiral of the blue on the 19th of 
December 1709. Others infift he never had any higher rank tbaa 
of vice .admiral of the white ; {o which he was appointed on the 18th 
of Noventberin the Utter year; his former proiuotipn being to^the 
rank of vice-admiral of the blue. The latter account is; undoubtedly, 
the true one. 

A a a diatcly 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



37* LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF 

diately difpatchcd to him to repair thither with his whole 
force, even fhould he be obliged to fail without the troop$> 
whiclf were deftined for the iervice of the enfning year in 
Spain. Sir Edward experienced nnanjr difficulties and 
delays before^ it was in his power to comply with thefe 
orders. At laft, about the middle of Marcn, he reached 
Minorca with about 3500 troops. Their arrival aflfbrded 
the fincercft fatisfaftion both to fir George Byng and 
general Stanhope, who expefted them with the molt ear- 
ned anxiety. The city and caftle of Alicant had long 
been befteged by an army of 12,000 men, eoitimanded hf 
jthat celebrated general the chevalier D'Asfeldt ; and was* 
fuppofed to- be reduced to the greateft extremity. The 
relief of this place was, therefore, to be immediately at- 
tempted; and fir Edward being accordingly fent on thi» 
fcrvice with five (hips of the line, arrived off the place 
on the 5th of April. The city itfelf had furrendered fomc 
time before ; and the bejicgers had fprung a mine on the 23d 
of March, which not only confiderably impaired the fortifi- 
^ cations of thecaftle, but had alfo, by its tremendous explo- 
iion, deftroyed major-gen. Richards, who was the governor, 
and feveral of the principal officers. Nothing was left unat- 
tempted to fuccour the befieged and jcompel the'afTailants to 
retire. Unhappily the fiege was too far advanced ; and t}ic 
enemy fo well fecured, that thefe fpirited endeavours were 
without cffe£l*: all therefore that could be done in that exi- 
gency 

* "^e general having returned the ]£th of March, Mf. S. fo Bar* 
celona, embarked again on the 18th, on board fir Edward Whitakcfp 
Viho was arrived there with 3500 men from Naples, that were orderec} 
to^ upon this expedition : then failing for Port Mahon, they took 
rhere onbiDtrd 400 men more; and on the.iith of April* failed for 
Alicant» but a ilroog eafterly wind forced them to anchor in the bay 
of Denia; whereupon the enemy, fufpefling their defign, afletnblea 
all their troops ^bout Alicant ro prevent its execution. C^n-tfae 15th 
the fleet arrived in fight of Alicant; ^jut the weather Conttnoed fe| 
tempefluousj that the fhips coiiltl not cotnc near the (hore: and Hefidcs. 
Don Pedro dc Ronquillo had by that time aflemblcd 7000 nftn, cm 
• up intrenchments, and eretled batteries, to oppofe the landing of cbe 
confederate troops. However, fome men of war were ordered to get 
as near the (hore as poflible and fire upon the enemy's intrenchmentt|' 
which they did with fome execution, bat were much annoyed (ly the 
encmy'i batteries, efpccially by one of four forty- two poMiidcrt| which^ 

kiUe4 
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gency of affairs was to propofe to furrender the caftlc, on 
condition the garrifon fliould be permitted to retire, 
Thefe 'propofals being at once acceded to, the troops 
were eipbarked, and fir Edward immediately rejoined the 
commander-in-chief. 

He was quickly after difpatched to Italy to procure 
(lores and provifiojis, of which the fleet began to be very 
much in want. Having fulfilled his inftrudlions 
fpcedily, as well as completely, he arrived at Mahon^with 
his fquadron, the beginning of June, bringing with him 
a very welcome and /eafonable reinforcement of two 
thoufanii recruits for the army in Spain. It was now 
propof^d to attempt the redudlion of Sicily, and the 
execution of it was to have been cntrufted to fir Edward; 
but the project, which was both feafible and glorious, 
came to nothiog, becaufe the Dutch either could not, qr 
refufed to co-operate : and king Charles was fo perpetu- 
ally requiring detachments for particular fervices, that it 
was impoflible to provide for them, and coUe^l a fufficient 
force for other operations. Sir Edward, however, to 
make him fbme amends for this difappointment, had, foon 
after this time, the good fortune, off Rofes, to capture 
thirty • of the enemy's tranfports, laden with provinpns ; 
which fervice not only caufed great diftrcls in king 
Philip's army, but enabled, by the unexposed fuccour it 
afforded the allies, that of king Charles to' keep the field, 
which, but for this, it would not have been able to have done. 

About the latter end of July fir George Byng prepared 
tp return to EnglaYid; and fir Edward was, a fecond time, 
left commander-i'n-chicf in the Mediterranean, with a 
fquadron of twelve (hips of the line and four frigates. He 
continued on this ftation till the latter end of March 17 10, 



fciUed fomc men, and did other damage on board the Dunkirk. The 
general and admirals feeing the irapoflibility of relieving the cafije, 
refolved, in a council of w«r, to endeavour to fave the garrifon from 
being made prifoners of war; and, accordingly, general Stanhope feat 
a boat on fiiore wiib a flag of truce, and therein an officer, with a letter 
for Do:: Pedro de Ronquilio, offering to furrender the caflleof Alicanc 

upon honourable terms. Ann. of Q. Anne, vol. viii. 

* The Dutch writers affert that filry tranfports were taken, and 
that (ir Edward propofed to reduce Rofes, but that, uafortunately, his 
advice was not followed. 

A a 3 and 
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and during that time Very diligently performed al! the 
fervice, the caution of the enemy, and tne want of a naval 
force in the Mediterranean to contend with, would allow ; 
but as thofe circumftances neceifarily confine the detail 
of his operations to the uninterefting report of his having 
failed from one port to another with tranfports or ftore- 
fliips under his efcort, we forbear to recapitulate them. 
"Suffice it to fay, he arrived in the Channel on the ift of 

iune ; and, we believe, never went to fea after this time, 
le foon afterwards retired on a penfion of 456 1. 5 s. a 
year; of which it is faid he was deprived on the acceflion 
of king George the Firft, and that complete poUtical 
change which took place immediately afterwards. This 
extended even to the difmiflion of perfons, whofe long and 
eminent fervices, intrinfic worth, and noble conduft 
juftly entitled them to the praife, friendfhip, and protec- 
tion of Engltflimen of all parties; (o that the treatment 
is not to be confidered, as it would be in common cafes, a 
mark of infamy or public difgrace. The bite of any 
noxious animal entitles the unfortunate viSim to the com- 
paflion of all good men, but cannot fubjed him to their 
reproach. 

Sir Edward lived totally in retirement till the year 
1 735' Ikying on the 12th of November, he was buried 
at Carlhalton, in Surry, where a plain flat ftone, unde- 
corated by any epitaph, merely informs us of his place of 
burial. 

WICKHAM, Henry, — was appointed fecond lieute- 
nant of the Crown on the ill of June 1688. On the 
22d of March 1690, he was promoted to the command 
of the Antelope. In 1691 he was made captain of the 
Diamond, of forty-two guns, and fent to the^ Weft Irt- 
dies; where, in the next year, he was ordered to join fir 
Brands Wheeler, fent tnither as commander-in-chief. 
He was taken by the French on the 20th of September 
following ; and the circumftances of his defence hot being 
, fuch as did him honour, or even juftified him in furrenderiug, 
he was fentenced, by a court-martial, to be imprifpned 
during life. After the acceflion of queen Anne, the pu- 
nifliment he had already fuflFered was thought to have, in . 
fome degree, expiated the fault he had committed. He 
was then relealed, but ncv^r afterwards received any 
appointment. 

4 WILMOT, 
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WILMOT, Robert,— was, on ihe i^th of Auguft 
1690, appointed commander of the Hopewell firelhip';. 
and was very foon afterwards promoted to the Crdwn, df 
forty-eight guns. This veflel w>s employed dts a cruifef; 
and his diligence and aSivitv, while in this kind of fei*- 
vice, procured him much fsime as weir as fortune ; ito 
commander of that time having been morefuctcfsfiil. fo 
1692 he was made captain of the Wolfe, a^ffiip of wir 
hired from the merchants, mounting forty-eight guns. He 
was fent to Virginia, and returned from thence, '"vfith^a 
convoy, in the month of December. " 

His promotion was, in all probability, much accelerated 
by this good fortune which crowned' his purfiirts;Td^i'fe 
1693, he commanded the Elizabeth, of Tevefntyguhs^ one 
of the fhips belonging to the main fleet. J^e cbntinulikl 
in this ftation till the year 1695, when he was, unha^^flly 
for his general reputation, appointed' Com itiodofe df*a 
fmall fquadron fent to the Weft Indifes, It cdnfi^Al of 
four fhips of the line, a frigate, and two firelhlps. ' Hai^-* 
ing received his final inftnjftions, which' he Was or&^rid 
not to open till he arrived in a certain latitude/' he 'ftiled 
from Plymouth on the 22d of January, having lihder his 

f)rote<3:ibn twelve tranfports, with prtyvifitins, ftdrcs arid 
bldiers. The land-force was commanded' by 'af cdohfel 
Lillingfton ; and an unhappy difference, ^hich appears to 
have (ubfifted between him and tfie commodoi-ej #as a 
confiderable impediment to that fuccefs which otherwife 
would, in all probability, have attended this expedition. It 
is difficult to fay with whom the fault originated, or on 
which, particularly, the charge of the mifcarri^^e oiigAt 
to fall ; moft likely on both. Colonel Lillihgftori fomfe- 
time after his return, being much offended at the accoiiht 
given of it, by Mr. Burchet, fecretary to the admiraW, 
publifhed a very furious juftification, as he called 1^, . 
ofKimfelf; in which he charges the latter with "having 
grofsly.mifreprefe^ted the whole trarifaftioh, and^iin the 
moft violent terms, attacks the charafter of tho'd^cb^fld 
commodore. Without entering into the minutise of tHe 
difpute, we have the following remark to ma^ccupon ' 
it, and objeAions to enter againft Mr. Lillingfton's'frate- 
ment. • • . r> 

Mr. Burchet was a man whofe peculiar apd hfghly rfe- 
fpeflable ftation afforded him an opportuoity of relating, 

A a 4 .'the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I 



376 tlVES AND CHARACTERS dF 

. the tranfaflions alluded to, with more precifion than any 
other perfon in the kingdom could pretend to, except 
fuch as were aflually concerned in the expedition. 
Even oyer thefe he held one very manifeft advantage ; he 
. could coiQpare the different accounts given of the fame 
^tranfa6lion by all the, naval officers who were prefent at 
it, many of whom were far from being friends to the 
commodore; and he could from thefe feparate teftimonies 
forma much more fubftantial and honourable account 
than one which reftcd merely in the pofiiive altertion of 
an individual. , To all this we may moreover add, that, 
notwithftanding Mr. Burchet did not publifli his larger 
Naval Hiltory till fifteen years after the colonel had put 
forth his animadverfiopsj.he did not, in the fmalleft de- 
gree, retraft what he had for>nerly pnblifhed, or bellow 
the Icaft notice on his antagonift's publication. 

Lediard is of opinion this conduft, in fome deeree, 
invalidates the ftre«gth and authenticity of Mr. jBur-, 
chet's Hillory : but, as for ourfelves, we are forry to 
. entertain a very different idea of it. Truth wants neither 
, argument iror literary proof to fupport it ; it (lands 
alone : and the very appearance of defence, . for, a time, 
invalidates its* worth and confequence. Its intereffed 
enemies may attempt its deflruftion by mingling falfe- 
hood with It, for a time, under varrous and fpecious 
forms: but the fire of reajon will at length cpnfume th^ 
drofs, and leave the genuine metal perfedl and pure. 

The conduft of commodore Wilmot might be, per- 
haps, in niany inftances rcprelieniible ; but it, at leaft, 
argues unfair hefs to make' foviruUnt an attack on the 
char^£ter of a dec«afcd man; an attack totally unfup- 
ported, except by the affertions of colonel Lillingfton *. 
Many of the points infifted on by "that gentleman are 
mere quibbles on words, and frivolous pretexts to quarrel 
with Mr. Burchet as an hiftorian, becaufe he has rep re - 
fented Mr. Wilmot as commander-in-chief of the expe- 
dition: fo he was, being of rank, in the comparative 

11!" " ' ; ' 

, * Tktjcoiotiel charges the commodore with a breach of orders, in 
opening his in{lru6iions before the proper time Hmited for that pur- 
pofe. He admits, however, that no body was .prefeiit at this breach 
of. duty' but the commodore and himfelf. The commodore being 
dead before his narrative appeared, nooody could contradi£l him as 
tp the fad. 

fcale 
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fcale of fervice, equal to a brigadier-gbneral. But no 
reader, who underftands any thing of the niles of that 
fervice, would infer from that alTertion that Mr. Wilmot 
had a commillion authorifing him to aft as general-in« 
chief by land. It is not our bufinefs or inclination to 
follow the colonel through the reft of his animadverfions, 
which, principally turning on tranfadions and conver- 
fations which took place between himfelf and the com- 
modore; who was dead, cannot poffibly be refuted by- 
anyevidence fliort of being miraculous. 

,To refume the narrative — The commodore having 
arrived in fafety in the. Weft Indies, failed from the old 
road of St. Chriftopher's on the 28th of March, for the 
eaft end of Hifpaniola, in order to form a jundion with 
tfte Spanifh governor of St. Domingo, who w^s to co-- 
operate in the redudion of the French fettlements. Some 
time appears to have been loft in fettling pun£lilios. 
Thefe being at laft arranged, the combined force moved 
forward to the attaclc of Cape Francois; which, although 
the allailants were repulfed at the firft aflault, the French 
foon thought it moft prudent to abandon and deftroy. It was 
then refalved to attack Port d^ Paix ; and the French be* 
ing defeated on the night of the 3d of July, in a fally they 
made from the fort with five hundred men, the vidors 
immediately took pofleifion of it. Upwards of one 
hundred pieces of cannon, a largie quantity of ftores, be- 
fides abundance of valuable plunder, and fome treafuie, 
became the property of the captors. The divifion of this 
booty appears to have occafioned the firft difcontent oh 
the part of the colonel : both, in all probability, were 
more avaricious than became men of honour ; for, from 
Mr. Lillingfton's own tale, he himfelf appears to have 
been, by no means, exempt from this Toible. The dif- 
appointment he here experienced was the grand fource of 
all his difcontent ; and had it not been for this mal-aiiec* 
tion of his mind, the commodores conduft had, perhaps, 
pafled uncenfured by the public, becaufe it would have beeti 
unnoticed. 

It cannot be denied but that every thing und<^rtaken by 
the commodore was in the bigheft degree fuccefsful ; and 
that the injury done to the enemy amounted, on colonq^ 
Lilllngfton's own calculation, to a fum little lefs than two 
hundred thoufand pounds fterling. On a national ground, 
therefore, there was but little room for clamour : and if 
6 " the 
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the commodore^ had furvived, the public would have had 
but little right to interfere in a dilpute, which, fome few 
particu^r$ only excepted, was entirely of a private 
nature* 

Such part of the booty as was moveable, being fecured 
on board the (hips ; and what was not fo, being deftroyed, 
it was propofed, by the commodore, to attack Petit 
Gilavas and Leogane. To this end the colonel was ordered 
to fend his fick' to Jamaica, and hold the remainder in 
readinefs for the intended fervice ; but peither himfelf nor 
the Spaaifh general thought the meafure proper or fealible, 
on account of the great diminution the land foj-ce had 
fuilaiQedby dife^fe aod cafualties, fo that the commodore 
lad now no alternative. He, confequently, repaired to 
Janiaica, where, haying refitted his (hips in the beft man- 
ner iis:circumflaiaGes would pernriit, he failed for England 
on the 3d of September with a part of his fquadron, hav- 
, ing haa the prudence ^nd cai;eful precaution to leave three 
fourdi rates ;behind hipi i^T the protedioh of Jamaica, and 
;^ frigate for the convoy of a number of merchant- (hips 
.whiiji were .then loading at that ifland for England. 

Tfhe Jcjuadroo encountered incredible hard(hips wh^e 
,on its returjo. Bad weather and contrary winds length- 
jQned out 'the voyage : and this unhappy delay caufed the 
fcurvy to make .fuch a ravage among the crews, that it 
w*s with the utmojft difficulty the (hips weje brought into 
port. Thofe who furvived the danger were a(hamed to 
attribute their prefervation to the interference of Provl- 
.dence, rather than their own e^^ertions. The commo- 
dore himfelf lived not to fee the full extent of the misfor- 
tune, in^much as he died at fea twelve days after he failed 
irom Jamaica. ' ^ - > 

The difputes which we have recounted, and the belief 
that perfeo: unanimity might have been produftive of 
more- fuccefs, (hould form a lefTon to all future minifters, 
to ftudy well the private difpofitions of thofe whom they 
entruft, as well as their courage, and general ability. 

WOOLGATE, Stephen, — was made captain of the 
Speedwell firelhip on the 21 ft of July 1690, and died in 
the courfe of the fame year. 



ACTON, 
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/yCTON, Thomas,~was, on die ^fcfiith of Maty «6fi, 
^pointed commander of the Cadiz Merchant, hired (hip 
of war. In 1693 we find him captain of the Merlin 
yacht ; and are forry to be obliged to add, we have not, 
after the moft Arid iearch, been able to acquire any other 
information rdktiye to this gentleman, except that he died 
r on the 5th of Augtift 16^8. 

BAKER, John. — ^His firft commiflionin the navy, 
which was that appointing him lieutenant of the Wod- 
wich, he received from lord Dartmouth; on thei4th of 
November i688. After the revolution, havii^ferved in 
the fame ftation on board divers fhips with 'diftinguiihed 
credit and reputation, he was promoted to the command 
of the Mary galley on the r2th of Odober 1691. In 
1692 he was taiade captain of the Newcaftle, of forty-fix 
gun$, one of the ihips fent under fir George Rooke, in 
^ the foUowine year, as convoy to the unfortunate Smyrna 
fleet. In 1696 we find him commsinding the Falmouth, 
of forty eight guns, then Rationed as a cruifer in the Me- 
diterranean. He was afterwards, in 1698, commander 
of the Medway on the fame fiation ; and, in the month of 
O&ober 1699, was fent in this fhip to Tangier, to treat 
with the emperor of Morocco for the redemption of fuch 
Britifh captives as were in his poiTeffion ; but the fuccefs 
of this negociation we are not acquainted with. Although 
the early part of this^ gentleman's fervice does not appear 
to have been marked with any of thofe brilliant atchieve« 
ments which have fo dcfervedly raifed fuch a number of 
his gallant cotemporaries fo high in public notice, as Well 
as popular favour, yet his fcrvices appear to have juftly 
merited every attention and honour, which the (hideft 
attention to duty naturally claim. He continued to be 
employed conftantly during the peace ; arid foon after the 
, acceffion of queen Anne was advanced to be captain of the 
Monmouth, of feveaty- guns. 

This 
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This Oiip he commanded as one of the fleet fent on the 
expedition againll Cadiz, and bore a very diftinguifhed 
ihare in the lubfcijuent attack on V^igo, being one of vice- 
admiral Hopfon's divifion, who led the affauh. He con- 
tinued, during the two.followi/ij years, in the command 
of the fame (hip/firft under fir Cloudefley Shovel in 1703, 
who was fent into the Mediterranean to attempt the re- 
lief of the CcVenois; and, in- 1704, under fir George 
Kooke. The latter expedition will always be remem- 
• bered, as well on account of. the capture of Gibraltar, as 
the vidory over the French ileet- oflF Malaga. In both 
thefe very fignaLfervices captain Baker bore a rood dif- 
. tLnguifljed part ; and in the latter v^as feverely wounded. 
As foon as he had recovered^ he was immediately re-ap- 
pointed to the Monmouth ;• io which (hip he continued to 
feive till ,the month, of January 1707-8. ' Although the 
naturc^of the fervice aHotted to him, which was always 
that of a private commander in the main fleet, prevented 
him from ufing thofe more brilliant exertions necefTary \,o 
i acquire univcrfal popularity, and f^rae, yet, in the milder 
.'duties of a commander, which were thofe which fell 
.. within his reach, \t may certainly be inirfted he always 
flood, we will? not fay unrivalled, but undoubtedly un- 
excelled. 
, Thefe quiet, but ^t the fame time mod valuable qua- 
lifications, recommended him to the notice, attention, and 
friendihip of all men: and while, on one hand, his 
courage proved experimentally, by the few opportunities 
he had of manifeftmg it, gained their admiration; fo, on 
the other, did his humanity and benevolence juilly earn 
their love and efteem. On the 26th of January i7©7-8, 
he was very worthily promoted to be rear-admiral of the 
white. He was almoft immediately afterwards appointed 
to ferve under fir George Byng, who was made admi- 
ral of the fquadron fent to the northward to counter- 
aft the invafion of Scotland, by the French, in favour of 
the Pretender. The rear-admiral was detached with a 
fmall fquadron to efcort the troops from Oftend, which 
were fent thither, from the army in Flanders, to prevent 
this attempt of the French by land. He arrived with his 
charge, at Tinmouth, on the 31ft of March, after a very 
profperous paflage of three days. The riext fervice we 

find 
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find him engaged in, was that of convoying, from Holland 
to Spithead, Mary- Anne, the daughter of the emperor 
Leopold, and l)6trothed queen bt Pbi*tiigaL He after- 
wards accompanied her to Lifbotiy Vtrfde^ the command of 
fir George Byng, with whom he continued to'fervp ih the 
Mediterranean,', during a part only of 'the following year. 
Returning to Etigltfnd in the beginning of the fummer, 
he, for a (hort time, Commanded a fmall fquadron in the 
Channel. 

On the iath of November 1709, he was advanced to be 
vice-admiral of the blue., A little while before this he 
had been appointed to take cliarge of a convoy of troops 
and ftores forthe army in Spain, as well as a reinforcement 
for the Mediterranean fleet, of which he was, at the fame 
time, appointed commander, as" fucceflbr to fir Edward 
Whitaker. Having' joined that admiral at Mahon, he 
aflumed the chief commiand, on the departure of the for- 
mer for England, in the month of March. Immediately 
afterwards, having under him nine flirps of the line, a 
frigate'and a firefHp, he condu<£led the feveral tranfports 
and Aore-fliips 'to the ports wBther they were bound ; 
^nd on his"^ return to Barcelona, when off the Faro of 
Meffiha, he fell in with two large fhips iand as many gallies. 
.belonging to the* enemy, having under their convoy a 
number of faitees. He immediately gave chace, and with 
fuch fiiccefs that the two fliips, one of the,m mounting 
fifty-fix guns, and a few of the convoy, were takeh, the 
gallics and the remainder of the faitees makirig their 
efcape by the affiftance of their oars. Having executed 
his commifljon, by afterwards efcorting the tranfports to 
Barcelona, he proceeded to Tarragona, where he put him- 
fclf, according to his inftruftions, under the orders of fir 
John Norri«, who had juft arrived from England with a 
commiffion pf commander-in-chief in the ^ Modi terra-* 
nean. ^ * 

On thi« ftation Mr. Baker continued during the re- 
* mainder of the war, but with very little opportunity of 
diftinguifhing himfelf in any way except by his diligence. 
in 171 1, when fir J. Jennings was fent to take the com- 
mand in the Streights, he difpatched Mr. Baker to Lifbon, 
with fix (hips of the line and twa frigates, for the better 
jprotcftipn pf commerce on the coaft of Portugal. Having 

received 
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seceivedoxders from England to elfort, as far a$ Caper 
Spartfsl, a fleet of traniports and Storeibips, bound tq 
^PortMahon, he iailied on thi^ fervice on the lath, or, 
according to Campbell^ on the 8th of February 1712 , 
and on the t6th drove on ihore, near Cape St. Mary's, a 
very valuable Spaniih {hip, mounting jfixty guns. The 
yige^ther being very tempeftuous it was too dangerouis for 
bo^t^ tQ approach the prize ; and virhen it had moderated 

' fufficiently to permit them, the captors, to their great dif- 
^{^pintmenty found it already plundered by the Portuguefe 
ifom the fhore. The vice-admiral, of courft, complained 
niuch. of this ; and reprefented it fomewhat forcibly to the 
court of Portugal, but without being able to obtain any 
latisfaflion, either from their hohour, or their juftic?. In 
z few days after this he had the good fortune to capture a 
valuable French (hip bound to Martinico : and having 
Aij^led his in(lru£tions returned to Lifbon, where he, 
arrived on the 8th of March. 

,: Tl^ fliort interval between this timcuand the pjcaceat 

, ]|^r^ic was confumed in convoying, to tne Madeiras, the 

Qutward-bound Portuguefe fleet, and in cruifmg for the 

' prp^cftion of that which was expeSed from the Brazils* 
A violent florm, which ..happened about the middle of 
J^epjember, prevented his accomplifhii^g this fervice; 
many of his fhips being much fliattered by it, and the 
ujuadrQti blown fo far from its ftation, that it was judged 
ipoft expedient to bear away for Lifbon, in order to refit. 
The ceffation of hoftilities being proclaimed foon after, 
tf)e vice-admiral was ordered to return wjth his fliips 
t'p- England. 

He had no other appointment during the reign of queen 
Anne ; but, foon after the acceflion of George the Firiljr 
wa^ appointed to command a fmall fquadron, fent into the 
Mediterranean as well for the proteftion of commerce as 
to reftrain the depredations pf the Salletines, who, about this 
time, began to be trouble.fbme. He was ordered^alfo to re- 
new the ^treaties of peace with the reft of the fiarbary ftates^ 
He failed on this fervice in June 1716; and on the i6th, 
a few days after he was clear of the land; was advanced to 
be vice-admiral of the white. He arrived at Tripoli on 
the '2d of July;, and having included, in. the renewed 
treaty of peace, the Minorquins, the recently acquired 

, fubj efts' 
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fiibjefts of the kingof Great Britaiuy he failed for Tunis, 
where he^ was ' equally fuccefsful as a negociator. . The * 
Salletines were not fo equitably and pacifically difpofed 2 
the vice-adtliiral was obliged to havercfcourfe tocompul- 
five meafores ; and his own adlivity, affifted by the gal- 
lantry of the private comoianders under him, were not 
long in compelling that peaceable demeanour which pirateis 
are alwaysioth to obferve,^ Having thu^ happily fulfilled 
the whole objeft of his expedition, he was preparing to 
return to England, from whence rear-admiral Cornwall 
had been juft before fent to relieve him, when death, ever 
regretted, when putting a period to the life of a gallant 
man, but particularly fo when he is, as it may be faid, 
prematurely fnatched in the prime of life,.clofed the ho- 
nourable career of this brave and good man * on the lo.th 
of November 17 16, he being then in the 56th year of his 

BEE^, John, — is, from the fimilitude of name, fup- 
pdfed, by fome, to be the fame gentleman who com-, 
ma tided the Cygnet as far back as the year i66ot« 
There is, liowcver, no other proof of thisi except that 
fimilitude, and the circumftance of his beiqg put on the 
fuperannuated lift as early as»the year 1694. On the 
other hand, it is very extraordinary that a, gentleman 
fhould ever return to a;fervice which he muft have quitted 
upwards of thirty years. The only information we have 
been able to collet relative to this gentleman is, that he 

* Lediard makes the following juft an<i bonourable remark on hit 
death : V The lofs of admiral Baker was very much lamented, he be* 
ing an oificer of confummate (kill and experience.*' A fpleudid 
monument, bearing the following iofcription, has been ereded to hii 
memory in Weftminfter Abbey. ' • 

MS. 

To the memory of John Bak e r, efq. 

Vice-admiral of the white fquadron of the Br i T i S H fleet ', 

Whoy'when he commanded in the 

Mediterranean, 

Dyed at Port Mahon the 10th of November 1716, 

Mt. 56. 

He was a bravv, judiciotit, and experienced officer; 

A finccre friend, and a true lover of his country. 

Manet po(l fuocra virtus. 

t See vol. i. p. 8. 

was 
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. was appointed commafider of the Rofe guard-fliip on the 
iyth of January 1691*; and having'been, in confequence 
of his infirmities, put on the fuperannuated lift, as before - 
related, died, in an advanced age, on the 22d of Sept. 1696. 

BtBB, Edward, — -was made captain of the Hopewell 
fircftip on the 19th of January 1091. About the latter 
chd of the following year he was promoted to the James 
galley, a frigate of thirty guns ; in which veflel he conti- 
nued till the month of July 1693, when he was advanced 
to be captain of the Winchefter, of fixty guns, one of the 
Ihips belonging to the main fleet. Early in 1696 we find 
him captain of the Monk, one of the (hips compofing 
the fnuadron under fir Cloudefley, and employed, during 
that ^ring, in defultory attacks on the fmaller French 
ports. He continued in commiflion till the time of his 
death, which happened on the 2d of OSober 1701 ; at 
which period he was captain of the Monpiouth. 

BRIDGES, John, (2d) — ^was, on the 1 7th of September 
1691, appointed commander of the Portfmouth. In the 
following year he was promoted to the Centurion, of 
forty-eight guns, and employed as a cniifcr off the eaftern 
coaft of Scotland, In the montKof Auguft,' being then 
on the fame ftation, he fdl in with fix French privateers, 
which he vfery refolutely engaged for a confiderable time ; 
at laft the Kmgsfifher, a frigate employed on the fame 
ftation, hearing the report of the guns, came to the aflift- 
, ance of the Centurion; arid through this well-timed aid 
three-of them were captured and carried into Orkney, 
He continued to command this (hip, and on* the fame 
ftation, till the year 1694, when he was made captain 
of the Deptford. He was immediately fent on the Lifbon 
ftation, where he met with confiderable fuccefs as a 
cruifcr. He returned to England in the following fpring, 
and unfortunately died, and in the very prime of life, on 
the 29th of May enfuing. 

CLARK, Richard, — was, as early as the year 1666, 
made lieutenant of the Houfe de Swieten,-a (hip of war, 
taken in the preceding year from the Dutch. On the 
commencement of the fecond Dutch w^r, in 1672, he 

* He continued to command this vefiel till the time of his fuper- 
annnat^on. 

was 
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was made firft lieutenant of the Triiimph ; and in the 
follbwii^ ^year of'the H^rirlefti; ' he dd^fpoi appear' t^' 
have liad any commifljon lA the royal navy aft^f thiJi^ 
time •till the year 169 1, whenihe was^ on the 5th pfj&-^ 
nuary,' appointed commander' 0/ the Sw?ftfure. TrriS 
Ihip appears to have been loft a fhort time' afterwards ;' 
*aind ihere is no account of captairi Glark*s being re-ap'*' 
pointed to*any other (hip till thre mctfrth of S^^^f ^^93* 
He wa? at that tjnje made, captain of the Humber, of 
ctghty^ns, a ftiip attached to ^the 'main ^eet; and'ftationed 
in thcrii.ne,'4urmg tjie remainder of the filrhihlBl^*'as'd«d' 
of the fecondfe to rear-admiral NeviHe. He cb^htlntied lit' 
the feme com tnand fbraConfidferaBle time, moftpjroBably till 
the concliifioh Of the war^ In the begin hi rig'-of the yeaf' 
fb^&^z fir^d him \n the M^iterranean under 'CoittrfiOii' 
dori Moody. After the pdacV at RyfWic Ke coiitihti6d io 
co^matidffome Alp of theHpe. put neirfief iti^hiiie iof- 
ftatibh'a^ekhowii; ' ' ^ • -< * 
' All^at-thc tifne of ^ueen Anne*s acceffion he is-believed 
to Kave jtetirea from ttflSTiiie'of fcrvicfe, anti to hav6l)6crt 
appomte^.m^ef-attena^nt ftf peptford yahi. This offifce 
he is %pofed to Karel-rctarfi'ed-ftirhisde^h, v^hi^hap^' 
pened on The 17th of December T 7064 
- (X^T?FiN> otCOTa^ENy Richard, -^isi on feme 
acddtintsj ttippQftd'to b^ thtf fame peHbn of wljom w«P 
Rayp'i^br^jd); t^^ vrd 
4ave:iip»pi:QQf ,tp fce,dppfipdW.»pbp, This g^tJema|i,Yfa^ 
nade commralec'of tfeeBiainohdoftthe 22d.of. July 1691 ; 
aiirt -beings not liHi^ afterwards, fent t6 Ae Weft Jt^rvdiety 
tinder' commodore \yrenn, died tl)^^^^ On ihi 48dr6f Ji- 
5uua.i:y in. thp fpllqwing ye^tij;.,/ '.'" •. - * • •- ^ • " 
CabSS, AViUiamr'-^Afit on the i^th of Jamiary ^691, 
ilkade ca^ain of the Griffin fireihip ; after whigh dme 
%)e. c^n iheet with nothing M^t to him riil ^ 

gpiTtK 5f June 1693, when he corifmande^ tli.e Dovet rf 
i[tyT^ight guns, aad was employed as a cruilef on' thft 
Inm fiation, whert he had the good fortune to capture ii| 
large priyifteer, of thirty-two guns^ which had long infeftedi 



^ ^ Id 16^9 he comioaiiiied a pkniftle flup of war, in which be WM 

t Vol. I. p. $s* t GattttCf Ho* t7lp. 

VojL. 11. ^ Bh thfft 
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that coaft* He remained on the fame ftation', at well as in the 
Cime (hip^ during the whole of the war ; and certainly did 
every thmg that could be expe£ted from an aAive, fpirited,; 
and diligent officer*. It is neceflary to fay this in con- 
fequence of the difgrace into which he foon afterwards 
unfortunately fell, and to fhew that on other occaiions 
he deferved the applaufe and thanks of his coun- 
trymen. 

After the peace at Ryfwic he was ftill continued in the. 
eenunand ot the Dover, and fent, in 1698, to the Medi* 
terraoean as one of the fquadron, under admiral Aylmer, 
who was oidered thither to confirm and renew the treaties 
o[ peace with the feveral Barbary dates. After the accef- 
iion of queen Anne he was promoted to command the 
Elizabeth^ of feventy guns ; in which fhip he was un- 
happily taJcen, by the French, on the 12th of November 
1704. This event caufedl his complete removal from the 
Service^ as is explained in the note beneath t. The queen 
^^ras after wards^pleafed to remit the imprifonment, but he 
was never again refiored to the fervice. He was, latterly, 
seduced to fo indigent a flate^ that a. very fmall penfion 

; * After t)ie yetrifip^ he appears to hav^ always been the com- 
ipaadiof officer 00 that fiatioo* < Heixnade feveral valuable and con- 
feqaeatial ea^ptttret from |he enemy, and afforded the moft apnjple pro* 
^edton to the Britilh comiAerce ; feveral very capital fhips of war, as 
well IS privateers, having been ftiitcn under his dire£Uon and thrOngh 
l9ie difpoftion of the force ander hit command^ not a Hew of them 
owing to hb oimperfonal^exerttoas.^ ,1a the month of - Dco^mber 
1^, he very (pintedly alCfied captain Jamper, of the Weymoutl^ 
in driving on fhore a French man of war, mounting forty guns. 

f .*< On Saturdaiy the «^thpf Auguft, captain Crofs, who wascom-^^ 
nander 0^ the Elizabeth, when taKefi' by the French, was tried at 
Spltheaui, before fir George fiyng» on board the Trivinph^ the jocf 
^nfifii^g of twelve captains of men pf war. The« chief evidenco 
Mpioft htm wat the carpenter, and his brother-in-law, who depofed 
$at he might have faved his ihip, provided he Would have animated 
the feamen under his command, and behaved himfelf as he ought to 
liave done. He alledged kt hps defence that be was d^t well manned; 
and the chinirgeon ficki that feveral of his crew w<nt under tfa^ 
liatfhes and would not fight ; and that others got drunk. But his de* 
fence not being admitted, tht jury (the court) found him guilty ; and 
liis fentence was, ' that be ihould be. oafliiered, and never ferveher 
majefty in any capacity ; that he ihould forfeit the arrears due to bimf 
«d, laftly, thaf he flwuTd femain in pvifon during life." • ' • 
t . Al^i^U of Q* Anne« Ycarihe fourth.. 

6 ' havii^ 
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having been beftowed on him^ merely to preferve him 

from want, and proving in the latter end of his life in- 

, fufficient to maintain him comfortably, he viras, on the 

. icore of mere charity, received into Greenwich hofpital 

^as a penfioner in a private ftation. He lived there many 

"^ years as comfortably as a man, fo depreiTed, could be fup-^ 

pofed to have done, not dying till the 22d of April 

1746. 

CROW, Jofiah, — was appointed commander of the 
St. Paul firefliip on the 3d of July 1691. After he quit- 
ted this command he remained for fome time out of com- 
miflion : and, we believe, the {hip he was next appointed 
to was, the Norwich, of fifty euns. In this veffel he was 
fcnt to the Weft Indies ; and from thence to Virginia. 
. He returned with a fleet of merchant-fhips under his 
convoy, in the month of July 1695. He was afterwards 
, ordered on the Irifli ftation, and in the following year 
. ferved in the fame ihip in the main fleet. In the month 
of July 1702, he v^ras one of the members of the court- 
martial, held on board the Queen, at Spithead, for the 
purpofe of trying fir John Munden. Not long after the 
acceflion of queen Anne he was made commander of the 
Warfpight, in which ihip he continued many years ; as^ 
in 171 1, we find him behaving very gallantly in an ac- 
tion with a French feventy-gun ftiip, called the Moor» 
which was then taken by him and captain Thomas Long 
in the Bredah. He died on the aift of September 17 14. 

DOUGLAS, Andrew, — was appointed captain of the 
Swcepltakes, of forty- two guns, on the 31ft of Auguft 
1691. He continued in this fhip a confiderable time» 
and was principally empldyed as a cruifer, or in the 
convoy of fmall fleets of coafters, particularly thofe bound 
to and from Newcaftlc, and tne ports adjacent. In 
1694 he commanded the Dover on the Iri|h ftation; as 
he did, in the following year, the Harwich, employed in 
• the fame fervice as the foregoing. - After the peace at 
Ryfwic he was put out of commiflion, and was no more 
employed till after the acceflion of queen Anne. He 
was then appointed to the Norwich^ and fent to the Weft 
Indies : but having been unhappily guilty of irregular and 
. improper condudl, was brought to a court-martial on the 

Bb2 j[6th 
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*l6th of Nbfember 1704*. The chaise ixgsAnR Um 
teihg ^fbvfed, he wsas fentfenced to be dffiiiiffea Ac 
fervicel . He was afterwards reftcrt^ to his tink ; tod, 
in the year 17 10, made captain of the Artthdel. No 
other jpartitWii-s 'are. known relative to this gjentlcfoj*, 
noi: even tfie time of his death. 

ELWES, Gei'ard,— was appointed fccond lieubnant of 
theXyon on the 22d of November i688. Having fcnrfed 
Sth ttiis ftatiQn oh board feveral fhipl, he was> oh isKi^jth 
of Januiry 1*691, appointed captain of the Hnnterfrreihio. 
In 16^5 he commanded the Royal Oak, the (hip on board 
which iir George Rookelioifted his flag when teefcorti^ 
the linfortilinate Smyrna fleet. After his return he Wis 

* appointed to the Suiiderland, of fixty guns; onboard which 
ihip we believe he continued till the conclufion of die 

' war ; when He Was reniov^d into feme other (hip of the 
liiie, Svhofe nime Js hot ^iven, although he continued 

*;ctaptain^of it during tHe reihaindcr of king William's 
reigh* Oh the acCelTron of queen Anne he was made 
cortittirfnd^r of the Prince* Geoi^, of ninety guns; on 
board which fhip vice-admirarHopfon hoifted his flag as 
tomniander of a divifion in the fleet, fent, as it is well 
kn'owh. Under fir Gfeo/Ro6ke,^on the ex^edttit>n dtgainft 
Caidi^z;. In the following year he was appointed to^e 

' 'RoyiaFOak, a Mw fhip of feventy-four guns, and ^9^ntp 

,; ♦At tp the filth bead.Qf tbc merchant's conn phi nts concermng 
* Acir Ka^d irfagc, in haying theiir mcft imprcft out or tbtir fliipsin llw 
i^eft Indick, as atfo upon t^eir return home, by the captatns of the 
'i^eeri^s flnps, to the v^iy great lofs and danger of their.mips audmer- 
chaodizc>-f'?ycral iaflanpef w^ laid -before their lofdfliips^ 

The Gould frtgate^ Jo^^^h Dowell mafief, arrived in Jamaica m 

'Septijmljcr 1703 j and, whilft he went to wait upon the govdrnour^ 

' capfaiji Doiiglasi of the Norwich, imprelFed five of his heft ftafaicn. 

^The mailer waited bn the captain and fhewed him his proteAion;1>ut 

.'Bottglas told the mailer he had twenty-five feamen, and hia orders 

-^frojn the, a^miralty^ were tp pr^fs every fifth man: and though the 

[ .^aiaW acquainted him that fome of his men were fick, and tnat h« 

feally wanted men {o fail his (hip home : )ret he could not prevail bat 

^rcne feaman; iht captain teUmg him, if he woold, he could t^k« 

away all Ins *men ; and threatened to Aob his fhip unlefs he would^pay 

him the wages of the feamen he had fo imprefled.— Ann. of Q.AUnc* 

We have inferted the above in j|uilice to prince Georae's chair^er, 

^|id to prove the charge made againft him, of difregarding the com* 

plaints of the people, is, at leaft ob fome occafionsi yry ill founded* 

wiA 
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V'ith fir Cloudefley Shovel, to thpJVledit^rraoeajx, whei^ 
a multrmde of concurrent circuml(tar\ces, takir^ from th^ 
fleet itfelf all poflibility of efFefting any 9.ohfequenHal ^ox 
even memorable fervice againft the enerny, we arc not t^ 
J)e furprized that the life of a private cppaqaaixjler fhapla 
jbe totally barren of incident. 

In 1704., continuing in the fame fliip, he was prefeiA 
at the memorable battle off l^^aUga, ii;i which Tie ^ijfU;- 
jpemly diftinguiflied himfeJf asone of the fecopds torq^jr 
^mixal Dilkes, He had. in thijs er)g^gement pfty-thr^ 
men fcille^ and wounded; a lofs which fufEciei)tJy prQvea 
how ftrenuouDy he muft have laboured !tp e.nc<?uhteV t^ 
/Bf^emy, when it is recollected the yveight pf the -a^ion S| 
only on the cpmip^der-in-chief 's, anfl-fir ycprge %ng^ 
"divifions* J^e continued to be.cojnfl;antly,in'io|n.mi(^|i 
iiil he totally retired from the iervice: pqt as Hp ajvvaji 
commanded large (hips which belonge(^ to the M^ditec- 
j:anean fleet, which had no ogporturiijy of efft^ing any 
.brilliant fervice ^ter the tjattle pff" ]^alaga,^vi'e ^ave h«^ 
.thing to r^^late ejccept the inf9;jd:^tipp of hjs hayingM^f* 
yfeat.bonie commodore of a fqp^firon of eight (hips of war, 
^with a boikvoy from jthe Mediterranean. and Liffecjio, i;i'tl^^ 
month of December 1^07. He!at this time commajn^<^ 
!lhe Revenge ; p,nd we caft ooly lament, :that Jo v^ry.'tViyial 
a circumJbince flxould fupjply the glace (pf a more ij^it^^tjil^ 
.'ing recital of fome brilliant exploit, which'Jiis ill fortune, 
,and the copcurring circumftancesof.the fervice,. in >vr|ijfy& 
he was ipngaged, we are perfeftly convinced, from the 
general tenor of hi^s condud, we^e the only inipe^ii^ius 
to his atjchieving. 

We believe him tohaye retireil frqm the.feryiceatj dus 
time, a« he was foon after appointed ^P^i*i2f^^UiJ»at 
Plymouth, an office long fince laid afide. ^popuei^ye 
afllerted he was, in the year 17 14, n^ade cgir^i^illjpn^r j)f 

.the viiSlualling ; but . this is, undoybtedjy, ,a ^|^^^, 
nor does it appear what becoime of thi&.gpj[\t)f^ffk^^r 

. the time above-mentipned. 

EVANS, John, — was the youijger , fpn jpf . peoM[e 
Evans, efq. of Ballygrenane, in the coun;y,.pf ;l4|hefSc» 
His family was originally of Welch extradlipn ; bj^t Iphn, 

. the father of George Evans, having reinoyeic} into Ire^yd 

,j4?0ut;th$ ypar joi^, l^is (on, vvho )C;y:yijd jp. t^^ 

B b ^ " diving 
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during the rebellion of 164.1, acquired a very confidcraWc 
eftate, as well by a grant of lands under the afts of fet-^ 
tlement, as by porchafes made from divers perfons. 
John, of whom we have to fpeak, was originally Intended 
tor the profeflion of the law. He had a confiderablc 
landed property fettled upon him by his father, comprif- 
ing the caftle and town of Miltown, together with other 
valuable poffeffions in thccounty of Cork. Having en- 
tered at Gray's Inn, he applied himfelf afliduoufly to the 
ftudy of his profeflion till after the revolution, when he 
fudaenly refolved to enter into a naval life. The Angu- 
larity of this circumftance, or his powerful intereft, or, 
perhaps, both united, procured him, immediately on his 
engaging in the fervice, the command of the St. Martin, 
a ISxth rate of twenty-four guns* In the year 1693 he 
was removed into the Richmond, of twenty-fix gnns, and 
fent to New York, where he moft probably continued 
fome time, as we find no farther mention made of him 
during the remainder of the war : and it is certain he 
never had the command of any veflcl larger than a fifth 
rate till after the acceflion of queen Anne, when he was 
made captain of the Dreadnought, and, as it is faid» fent 
to America in the year 1704. In the month of Augufl, 
having then in company the Faulkland and Fowey, he 
aflifted the former in the capture of a French fhip of war, 
mounting fifty-four guns. In 1706 he was promoted to 
the Royal Oak, one of the fleet employed, during that 
year, in the Mediterranean. He had now an opportunity 
of fignaliflng himfelf, which he did in a moft remarkable 
manner, being one of tW captains commanding the corps 
of feamen, under fir John Jennings, which were ordered 
to aflift in the ilorm of the city of Alicant. He was the 
firft man who entered the breach ; and being quickly fup- 
ported by the reft of the people as faft as they could get 
up, this fignal conqueft was effeficd v^rith as much eafe as 
a moft trivial enterprife could have been. 

The condu£l of captain Evans on this occafion deferves' 
the greater fliarc of applaufe, inafmuch as the exertion 
was'made in a line of fervice he had been totally unufed to ; 
and, moreover, he had the difagreeable mortification of 
feeing the land forces, who were intended to have made 
the firft attack, abfolutely checked and driven back. He 
- ' returned 
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returned to England, with fir John Leake, in the month 
of Oftober; and we have not been able to colleft any in-| 
formation worth inferting relative to his tranfadlions, ot 
fervice, in the following year*. In 1708 we find him 
again in the Mediterranean, under fir John Leake. He 
at this time commanded the Burford, a large third rate* 
After the fleet arrived in the Mediterranean, and fir John 
Leake had, in the month of May, determined to fail for 
Italy, captain Evans was left commanding officer on the 
coafl of Catalonia, with a fquadron of feven Englifli and 
Dutch fliips. On the return of the fleet to Barcelona, it 
was determined to attempt the conqueft of the ifland of 
Sardinia: but the land-forces that could be fparedfrom 
the fervice in Spain being inadequate to a fervice of fuch 
magnitude, a regiment of nine hundred vohmteer feamen^ 
from the fleet, was formed by way of reinforcement, and 
captain Evans appointed to command it ; the fpeedy fuf- 
xender of the ifland rendered however his fervice, in thaft 
line, unneceflary. ! ' 

He remained on the Mediterranean ftation, we believCy . 
as long a$ he continued to ferve, but not in the fame (hip, 
for, in the year 1710, we find him Captain of .the Den- 
ance ; in which veflel, in the month of November, he 
maintained a very gallant fight with a French (hip of wa^. 
It lafted from eight o'clock in the morning till twelve at 
noon, and with much flaughter pn both fides, the Defiande 
having had twenty-five men killed and fixty-five wounded^ 
and the enemv having loft upwards of one hundred. The 
rigging and fails of the Defiance being much more fliat- 
tered than thofe of her antagonift, (he was unable to pur- 
fue the advantage (he had gained, and the Frenchman hid 
the good fortune to (belter himfelf under the cannon of 
Mala^. 

This is the laft material information we have been able 
jto colled relative to captain Evans. He is faid to have com«> 
manded a fecond rate ; but this circumftance we have been 
unable to afcertain pofitively. We believe him to have to- 
tally retired after this time frotn the fervice, and to havediM 
without iflue on the 15th of March 1722-3, His nephew, 
^ , — I it 

* The moft material it, that towards the clofc of the year he i|^as 
commodore of a cruiHng fquadron in the Channel, connfting qf tea 
ihipt* . ; 

B b 4 Geoi|^,^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



39» 11 VES AND CHARACTERS Oir 

George,, was, in the year 17 15, created lord Carbcrf of 
the kingdom of Ireland. 

FINCH, Richard,— was, on the ift of May 169 1, 
imnde .comraaiidcr of this Henry Prize. In 1692 he was 
ka\ in this veflel to Virginia, where he remained the 
jTolUwin^ year. After his return to England he was pro- 
ino^ed to the command of the Greenwich, in which jfliip 
be died at fea on the i ft of May 1 695. 
• GURNpY, Edward, — was appointed captain 6f thb 
!Defiahce on the 15th q{ January 169' i. Nothing inons 
tf luiown of this gcntlenian than that he was afterwards 
jrcunovcd into the Br'i'ftol, apd font to the Weft Indies, 
wljcrelieclied'oiij'hc 29th of January 1694. 

,. Guy, j6Ko,-7:-w>s appointed lieutenant of the Dept- 
*^rdy by^ kiiig Oiarles the Second, as early as the year 

|i$^8* J ^fX^r, this time he does not appear to have re- . 
Jpciy^ ari)r otW commifllorv till tlie aoth^ of May 1691, 
'when hV was made captain 6f~ the Half Moon nrefhip. 
Xa,i;6o}|je,ponun^Qdc^d either the, F.ubbs yacht^ or the 
^l^UjyiU^s.n^efh^; put jt is imppHible'to lay which, SFjrom 
jl^ exitrjiopdiipfuy, dr^um'fl^hce of there' bei ng twp';geritter 
^ei^ of |Jxe Miiaj^of ])^^i/j'G:uy.in ihe (ervice at the feme 
ti|]ie;,and they arc Bothlo JnternAixed, that it isirftpofli- 
>pl]Q^ wioiput the afefofute affiftance of prfvateTamily 3dci|- 
.j^^ienpanfl informatiojo/ to fepara^^pr di{liri|;ui(h them;} 
f^^lf^f}^ "hoyf^^v the beft of our 

^uflgtncQt, the account of ih^ genlleman fir ft mentioned, 
.^o^.as to his name-{ake, little o^ np notice k taken of hini 
-^aVw T'^cprd^ JJe^Dnginjg to the'nayy, nor is it ever known 
lyUt what time hp died or quitted' the f^rvice. The John 
j^0my,wemean toeive -the beft aqcouht of that we haye 

been able to cblleS, was appointed captain of the Lenox 
.111.1695 ; and,.,e5^rjy in 1696, w^ removed i^xto Ihe Navjr 
. j^Ht ; m whicii yeflel he'had the honour of attending king 
/williaHi to Hoiland, .After his return he/ was mage 
.^sommander pf the Speedwell, in which fhip'he died on 
. ibc 9th of December 1697. ^ 

., GREJEI^WAY, Tames,— was appointed lieutenant of 
jhe Richniond on the i4th of May 1688, and was re- 

mov^d* to/tlie' fa^n^eTbupn oh "board the Diamond, on the 

3pih. o^.^ugjj'rf f9^!?^?Pgf i. *^^ afterwards Iferied ^s liep- 

tenant, on board divers mips, with mucli credit andrepu- 
,• :V. >^ ' \p» J : tationj 

9 
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taftion ; and was very dcfervedly promoted to be ciq>tain of , 
the Wolf firelhip on the 19th of January i69i, H« 
continued in this veflel till the ever-memorable battle dff 
JLa Hogue, in the month of May 169Z : after which he 
had an opportunity of efFcfting a very fignal fervice to his 
country, by burning the Conquerant, of ninety-fix guns^ 
one of the three-decked Ihips driven by fir Ralph Deiev«l 
into Cherburg bay . The recommendation of his admiral, 
added to his own real deferts, procured him, immediately 
on his return, the command of the Experiment, of thirty^i 
two guns ; in which Ihip he was fent, in the month of 
January following, to the Weft Indies, under the com«i 
mand of fir Francis Wheeler. On his return from thi« 
expedition he was ftill farther promoted to the Elizabeth^ 
« third rate, one of the (hips employed, in 1694, under locd 
Berkeley and fir Cloudelley Shovel, in the attack of thft 
French ports. 

In the month of Auguft the ibove-mentioned vcffel was 
Ih fo bad a condition, that it became neceffary to take it liito 
dodk for a thorough repair : and captain Greenway, in 
^onfequence of this circuniftance, Was appointed toths 
Edgar, a ibip of the fattie rate as that he before com^ 
tnanded. He continued in the fame ftation till the peace 
tdok place at kyfwic: after which he appears to hsa« 
held no commiffion till the acceffion of queen Anne; 
when, on the re-commence^jient of the war with Frano^ 
he v^s appointed captain of the < Northumberland, .^df 
ftventy guns, one of the (hips fent on the Cadiz expsdiv 
fion. At the attack on Vigo, rear-admiral Graydbn re- ^ 
moved his flag on board her from the rriumph, whficli 
'was too large for fuch a fervice. He continued in the 
Channel during the following year; and unhappily^K^ 
Viflied in the 'Great Storm on the 27th of November 
^lie Northumbef lend, at the time of its commencement, 
'was laying at anchor in the Downs ; ztsd Using driven'om 
the Gctodwin Samls, was totally loft tc^ether wilh her 
'whole crew, 

HANCOCK, Robert,— was, on the 6th af iFebfukiy 

1691, appointed commander of the Dolphin fireftiip. «lii 

^Ihe yt^t 1693 he was captain of the Onffih, a veifel of 

4he fame defcription, beiDg one of thofe attached toibt 

^maln fleet. . He was^ foon aftef this tivat, promoted to 

fomf 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



394. LIVES. ANI> CHAKACTERS aP 

fome fhip of the line ; but nehher its namey. or the fervice oi^ 
which it was employed, are to be difcovered ; nor erf* that 
which he comnaanded after the peace at Ryfwic, notwitb- 
ftandine he continued in coaimiiTion during the whole of 
king W illiam's reign» After the acceffion of queen Anne,. 
he was appointed to the Aflurance ; which (hip being, till. 
the year 1704, always employed in fervices where there 
Was not any opportunity of acquiring fame, a very inte- 
reding relation cannot be expeded. At the battle off 
Malaga, ftill continuing in the fame fhip, he was ftationed 
in lir Cloudefley Shovel's divifion ; which having forced 
the van of the French fleet to give way very early in the 
adion, fuJFered lefs than either the center or the rear. 
This circumftance well, and very honourably accounts for 
captain Hancock having had no more than nx men killed 
and fourteen wounded ; and may ferve as an unanfwer- 
able proof that the mofl fjpirited conduft is frequently at-^ 
tended with the leail perional rifk. 

Some time after his return to England he was promoted 
to the Eagle, of feventy guns. In this (hip he accompa- 
nied fir C* Shovel to the Mediterranean, and on the 
expedition againft Toulon, in the year 1707. On his ^ 
return from thence, as he had had the honour of (baring 
in his glory when living, fo had he the melancholy fate of 
partaking in the misfortune which proved fatal to that 
great man and fo many of his brave afTociates with him; 
the Ea^le, the Ailbciation, the Romney, perifhed at the 
fame infbnt, and with them,all their crews: a lofs fo heavy^ 
that the greateft and moft fuccefsful enterprife could not 
l^ave compenfated for it. 

keck!, Lawrence, — ^was appointed commander of the 
Lightening firefhip on the i6th of March 1691. He 
continued in this vetTel many years; nor, indeed, is it 
with any certainty known, whether he ever had any other 
command. Thus far we have been able to inveftigate, 
that he^ never commanded a (hip of the line. In 1704 
he retired on a penfion of 73 1. a year, which^he enjoyed 
till his death, which happened on the 30th of Odober 

^'kERWORTH, or CARVERTH, Richard, — was 
the brother of captain Henry Carverth of whom a (hort 

^cgoufjt 
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sccount has been already given*. He was appointed 
!iei|tenant of the Mordaunt on the 9th of September i688« 
He was promoted to the command of the ^tna firefhip 
on the 3d of May 1691. He continued in this veflel till 
the year 1694, when he was removed into the Jofepb, 
which was alfo a fireihip. He quitted this commanci in 
the vear 1696, and retired totally from the fervice» on a 

Kiniion equivalent to the {>ay ot <:aptain of a fifth rate, 
e died On the 28tb of April 1728. 

KING, Chriftopher,— was, on the lath of Odober 
1 691, made captain of the St. Alban's Prize. Nothing 
appears that indi^ces us to believe he ever had the com« 
mand of any other fhip ; no farther particulars relative to 
him, in any way whatever, being known, till the year 
1696, when he is faid to have beeil imprifoned for tnree 
months, by the fentence of a court-martial held on htm 
for difobedience of orders. A very curious circumftanC« 
afterwards oocurs, he being, on the 20th of March 1700, 
appointed gunner of the St. George. Nothing is known 
of him after this peiiod. 

LEADER, John,— was appointed cominander of the 
Modena hired ihip of war on the 5th of January i6oi. 
In 1603 we find him captain of the Chatham, a ihip of 
forty-tour guns, one of the fqu^ron fent out, during this 
year, under fir George Rooke, to efcort the Smyrna fleet 
through the Streights. The misfortune which attended 
it is well known. The ill fuccefs was, however, only 
partial, for while the fquadron was on its return to Corkg 
the Chatham, in company with the Monk, had the good 
fortune to capture two large French merchant-fhips^ 
mounting thirty guns each ; one of them being homeward- 
bound from Martinico, and very valuable; the other, not 
lefs confequential in a national view, being laden with 
ftores and provifions, and having alfo a confiderable 
number of foldiers on board, intended to recruit their 
regiments in the Weft Indies. 

What (hip he commanded immediately after this is 

unknown ; but a fevere fit of illnefs, towards the latter 

€nd of the year 1695, compelled him to quit the fervice 

■■» ^ ■ ■ " ■ " ' ■ ■ . ■ 

* See Vol. I. p. 39a. This geatkmaa's proper name is Carverth, 
Kerworth being a corruption. 

for 
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fcr a (faort time. ' Immediately on his recoveiy^ as was 
the cafe in the month of Jamiary 16^5, he was moft 
ftrongly recommended, by iir Clondefley Shovel, to the 
lords of the admiralty, for a re-appointment. The ori- 
ginal letter is now in the pofleffion of the right honourable 
lord Romney ; and the tcntis ufed by that very gallant 
admiral are too honourable to captain Leader's memosy 
to be omitted on this occafion *. This'lettw is dated oft 
the i6th of January 1695. : This not:having, in all -pro* 
bability, tViet with the fuocefs 4ir Cloudeflc^ Wiflied it 
fhould, he wrote a fecomi on tin i ft of JFebiuary foIlovrT 
kig, in which he again .recoiriroended cat>tain IJeader, in 
termis as foroibleers the former, 'itO'futiceed.G^taiQ<5nmi* 
tham as commander of the -Content, lof faiwmy^uns. 

This recommendation, iionounable .as it was, does oot, 
however, <appear to havedseen attended tc^^ :as we find this 
tdfiel to'have beencommajkied, immedis^dyafterwankt 
Iffxi^puin Nouns'; but w&'believe. captain iLaader to bxve 
b«en' appointed -to fomeothcrftip'ofthe fine,; the name, 
or fervice on which it wasemployfid^iiqesffotappear. Ma 
eoniinQcd m comtriifiioh itoring-.the ,wbo(e,irf the peace ; 
andyioriw the We'flpIwKos oa'thcinSthdf |anuary 1701 , 
bfciqg atthat lim* cbmmaiider of' Aer-Kingfton. 
' .iLl£E>S, I^ertgrhie<Mborne,iDuke^,-^br!tterjJc4)Owa 
in ^he iKcvad ^M*d 'is etrl of ©anby 'c*nd mawjuis >of 
Cartntinhtii. ^He^<w»s the t fon of fir Thwnas •Of&ornet 
^rdnet-; ^<rr6aited 'baron :^Ktveit4Dn9 .vlfcount Latimer, and 
carl of >Da«tby, by king ehariestheSeoond; aitd Tailed, 
by king William, to'lhe *high.4ignities of.4^marquisrof 
Cari»aYth^n and dtikeof Leeds* ; Ptrogrtqe<)(boniei9Haa 
ckUcfd up,'by writ, to thr^ufeof^pBeetrs, arid took- his (feat 
inthut Auj^ifft^aAembly oi^/tbeM gtbiofiil^airah £689-^909 
by ^he title 6f lord O(b(Mrne^«0^ ICiiret^n. } Having con- 

* ** Captain Leader (fay? fjr Goi^dcfley) is,a«yer)5 gopd .ufficcf, 
pnd withal very brave ^ I bayiiag had frequent opporXiinities of making 
ilblficient trial of him, and my experience of his gpddpefs, urges roc 
I0 be earned with their]or({ihi))s in hi« behalf.'^ 

■fr Peregrine, was the third («fae two xlder, JEd ward, andj TJion^s, 
dying when jroi^ng) fon of Thomas/ firft duke of Leeds, and the lady 
"Bridget. Bertie, Tecond daughter oTMontague Bert|cr?ar{ of Lindfcy, 
^d'gfcitthaihb^hnivffinghnd. ' ' ' ' 
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ceived a ttropg ihpHiMftidn.'to a nlaval lafe^ he I^ivq^ g% n 

volunteer on boarddivers fbips, and-^s>Qathe S^tCif Jwur 

4iy i69i7.8pjpoinied commander df the Syffplk. {{s ?^a(i . 

at that time mied earJ (^ Danby, as due immedii^fi J^eir of 

die man|uis of Garmarthen. He ocintiinued 4fi ^ JfA^^te 

«dptaih till Julj*i693, having. in. the intermediaje finie 

wsymiichxUftingutfiedhimrelf at the baltlepiFL^ lipg^e^, 

isiTfeltasoR otheo: occafiohs.. In %he-l&eginp)^ng49f thp 

'veal* 1693 he tvias. appointed comoiBnder of the:jRo^l 

' WiUiaiii^ a £rft ixote of one hundred ;gw$; ^> on th^ 

AfSt failing af>the fleet, was ftationed ihf theliAe at one of 

tfajc ibcomis to the .joint commanders-inrQbL^fii but on th^ 

'health of fir Jah;n Miby, on the. imh ^l Ju^; JJ^^S, wf^ 

.promotedtto itenar^admiral of the cedtK / Ifi^c foUanif- 

.ing.year he fenvoduhder lord Beckdlc^y..^ j:e^r^adnuj;aI,Qf 

the 'bfale. 'Amxmg the^firft operations ii^fenjc^d .jor t^p 

Cij^nncd ileeti^as.the attack on Bcefl ; »nd sht^p^rfpiis Js 

>&id taiiaie. particularly Teqiiefted{the.co|f|n|and of tl^ 

iJetochqxem orddtod'Otitfaia'fQrvteb. , , ,',, . 

This was^ perhaps, one of i!he moft defper^te un4gf* 
-^Aldmigs ever allotted to a cotenaaoder.; ^mi ^0 f^ea^ljr re« 
.)fohati0n with>i2vliich.he carrkd.^hts oSsd^rs.intp j^^^^^oitl^y 
las wellis the jHrecautions he Itook .tOjCftfiiii^/f^jec^fsy.^- 
Tfii^ on him a gi^ater honofur, thao^ ;p^rti^p$> iiraqld h^ye 
.4>eea acquired in a- )e& -atdu^His under tiakiqg by the f^^ 
--bi^iUtant'viiSVory: Theraarquia haviog ftiiftfOfi -his .%g 
>6ito the^Mpnky ^d his detachment jUid.fsiiV/l^^ i^s 
-ipnj^cly pofted in the feveral ftations. ailigned to t^k^» 
^his'<wai& a fervioe attended ivicb the greatS.daijger; Ipr 
they w«Jrd wot'oftly* very warmly ireceived by a n^mbeir^pf 
>btttterie&of (hea\7.cannoaandmortars,i but j»s fo$^,As ^e 

• .M •"*-"'• ^ ' ■ I ' '- --' -f ii. ' - -1 ., 

* LedUrd,^ p. 664. (.- 

f In the original liae of battle, made out in confequeft^e of firj. 
"Afliby's de&tb, and bearing date the very day he died,- he i»'i^ ftktiotiidp 
Jiavia^capt. Benj .-UoHdna under him as commander of the ihip. All 
hifionan^ have agreed in dating his promotion to thi» hfgli Ration' io 
' tfte ^ear 1697 ; 2nd we have fomc doubt, whether this was obt-mfcrely 
Hftm^orary. It is the only inftance, however, if it is one, ol aoyiiap. 

* |R)ihtm^t fliort of permanent rank taking place in the European (^4$ i 
'^feviettheleft; af wc*fmd him commanding after this time as^oas^adoiifai 

•f tkc blue* wc thiak it at teaft hit to cxprefs ouf doubtt. . «. 

Monk 
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•Monk and the other ihips had brought up, three very 
heavy tnadked batteries, of which the aflTailants were per- 
feftly ignorant, fuddenly opened upon them, and rendered 
their utpioft exertions of no effcd *. 
• The mar(^uis had on this occafion a very narrow efcape, 
^ (hell burftmg in the Monk and killii^; a marine who 
was at that inftant clofe to him. His moderation and 
conduft after his defeat, did him probably as much 
'honour as others have derived from the moft fuccefsful 
operations. He bore his misfortune with m^nanimity ; 
^he beftowed the higheft encomiums on all thoie who were 
'employed under him ; blaming none, nor eftdeavourii^ to 

"^fiieuer, what by a kfs noble mind would, perhaps, have 
1>een deemed a difgrace, under the too commonly adopted 
<onfolation, a peJidant and frivolous reprehenfion of 
others. He publilhed a very modeft account of this def- 
perate undertaking, in which he contented himfelf with 
faying, for his own juftification, that if tlie force of the 
aitailants had been double what it was, the attempt woidd 

'have proved impra£licable« . 

- After his return from this unfortunate expedition Be' 
was appointed, in the month of November, to command 
the mips which convoyed the king from Holland. In 

'" 1695 he was ftationed with a fqiiadron, for the proteftion 

' of trade, during a part of the fiimmer, at the entrance of 
the Channel ; and this appears to have been the only fer* 
vice in which he was engaged during that year. While 

* thus employed he unluckily miflook a fleet of homeward- 
bound merchant (hips for that of Breft, which was fup- 
pofed to be at fea, atid in fuch force as would have ren- 
dered it an aA of the moft extravagant raHinefs to have 
ficed them. This unhappy error caufed him to retire, 
through the jufteft motives of prudence, up the Iri(h 
Channel ; and the paflaee being left clear, a confiderable 

' number of fhips bound home from Barbadoes, as well as 

* •( When the men on board the fliips faw only a few boais come 
off again, and the whole affair over, they b^n to be out of heart ; and 
th^ marquis had much ado to bring them out of the bay. The Mopk 
had not either a yard> or a fail, but was towed off : the reft of the vef* 
fds were btoueht away wi th great difficulty," 

Campbell, Vol. If. 

two 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



NAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. '399 

two Others ftill more valuably laden from the Eaft Indies, 
fell into the hands of the enemy. 

No man of candour and integrity can, however, impute 

the fmalleil degree of cnmnallty^ on this occafion, to the 

marquis; nor has any hiilorian, Burnet excepted, ever 

taken upon * him to treat this accident in any other light 

than as a misfortune, which unhappily befel a good and 

Ixrave man. This feems to have been the opinion en« 

«tertained of it by the court ; for, in the year 1697, he was 

appointed colonel of the firft regiment of marines, and 

rear-admiral of the red t : but does not appear to have put 

Ito fea, with any command, aft^j^this time, during the reign 

^of,king WiUiam^ nor, indeed, while he choie to retain 

.his rank in the fervice, if we except his having, in the 

month "of April 1705, taken the command of a fquadron 

*4Qi fix ihips, with wiuch he efcorted the duke of Marlbo- 

.j-ough to Holland, and a fleet of merchant-ibips from 

thence to England. He continued, however, on the lift 

of admirals, and received the feveral regular promotions, 

till, at laft, he attained the higheft rank in the ferrice, 

.having, on the 2iH of December 170&, been declared 

adniiral and commander-in-chief of the fleet. He did 

. not, how«V£r^ ever take upon him the execution of this 

high trud, which was immediately afterwards transferred 

. to fir John Leake. 

From this time be continued to live totally in retire- 
, ment with regard to the naval fervice, whicn he finally 
..quitted in the year 1712, in confequence of the death of 
rhis father^ by which event he became duke of Leeds. He 
enjoyed, many years, this high dignity, which he always 
! maintained in its fulleft luflre. Dying on the 25th of 



* '^ The marquis of Carmarthen was fo unbtrky as ro miflake a fleet 
, of merchant-men for the fireft fauadroh.'* And again, 

^* It, appeared iQContcOihly, that the true fource of our lofles and 
,pf {be French fuccefs, in {his refpefl, was their having fo good Intel'* 
ligenccofallour matioQ)S.--y~Carop^lIi p. 126. 
. Htnce it appears that the ftiUire was, in a gr^at meafufe, indepcn- 
. dent of the noble marquis. 

•f We rather believe thi»Aou|d be vice->admiral of the white, m we 
^ycan find no other account ofany promotion, in which be wasi concerned, 
lill the iithof Ma.ccb 1702-3, wh«niiewas, bevondadoubt, ady»>ti^d 
^^fpm vice-admiral of the white /tp vice-admiral of the red. 



June 
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Tune I729» ii) the 7ift yc^r of his age, he was liicceeded 
•m his titles and cftatcby Peregrine Hyde Olborne, the 
furvivpr of his two fons *• * 

The charaacr of this wprthv and Ipirited noMeman has 
never been traduced ^ven by tne moft malevofent, but in 
a way which has expofed their own malice, inftead of de- 
preciating that high degree of merit all men, of real candour, 
ihuft allow liim to have pofleflTed. Burnet calls him an ex- 
travagant man, both in his pleafures and his humours. The 
firft, were it true, the public have but little, or, indeed, 
liothing to do with : and, for the fecond, we (hajl probably 
fiod but little difficulty in acquitting him of the'chargc, 
when we confiderthat as looking forward to thofe hereditary 
advantages of rank and fortiin^, generally fuppojfed mojl 
conducive to worldly comfort and happinefs, he, ne- 
vexthelefs, had patriotifm or greatnefs of mind fufficient 
-to encounter the dangers, difficulties, and hardfhips natural 
tp a naval fervice. When he had, afterwards, fo defervedly 
attained a moft elevated rank in that very fervice, he had 
-fi) much public fpirit as to offer, in the vear 1767^ to 
fail with a fm^U iquadron to fupprcfs a neu of pirates t; 
a cotnmand few men would have wiftied to undertake, arid 
riill fewer would have folicited. Let not ^therefore po- 
ftcrity fuffer this great man's noble deeds to beany longer 
4epreciated by injurious calumny, or his charaSer deprived 
of that well-deferved fame which ought ever to |!)referve 
^ the memory of the juft and brave. 

MANLEY, Francis, — ^was appointed lieutenant of the 
York on the iith of OSober 1688. He was promoted 
to the command of the Roebuck firefhip on the 15th of 
January % 691 . He was afterwards promoted to the' Swan, 
<Jr Sun Prize, a veffel ftationcd, in the year 1693, for the 
proteAion of the mackrell fiifaery. In this 4hip he was 

* He marrM Bridget, only daughter and heir to iir Thomas' Hydtp, 
of North ^yms, in the county of Hertford, bart. At tlie time 6t hia 
• iieoeafe he^^a lord lieutenant and cuftos rotulorvm of the coaif^ty of 
York; into which office he ^t$#worn on the 19th of April 1713. 

f ** The tnarquis of Cartnarthen having offered to go with a feiall 

fquadroD'of ihips of war to Madagafcar, to fupprcfs the pirates there, 

*%vho yfefchtcoBK very troCfblefome and dangerous to the navigation 

ID ibofe parts, the commons appointed a committee to confide ihtet 

-•laitM/*— — TindiPs CoaMmiiiti^,, Aon. 1716. 

uofor- 
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unfortohately taken by'th*' Fi^nch, At» U^ Wfif pXhmit 

feridance. During the cidi<>ii he^- rfcdehnlAi. r«v«iM 

wounds whkh occafioned hi^ death, v4tfte^;^4fi9ENV rm 

France, on the 15th bf June in the abover'ycferv — i 

MAYNARD, Francis, -^ was, ott Ai tjthof JOflie 

1^91, made captain of the Aflift^i!e. - H^ ^iM/'iiQi lotf§ 

after this timey reiAbfed into the MohHMtit, 4}f fOf^]Mt«6 

guns, artd fent to the Weft Indies. wHfcxti'thtofefieliMtt 

unhappily loft, offthe iDand of Cuba^-brtttie iwH of ]46j 

vember ^693, "and the Captain as w6lt Wtttk ^Ofeci^ 

periftied. ' •••1 ^''-- >- '' lo 

PARTRIDGE, R<ibert,i-^was'Btattlrfaia)ttti>ir Ihe 

l1ion^ atYd Elisabeth ArcifhTf) 6h t\ief^iktd}Mafh6if/y 

^nd hiafi to^have been kilW'onboat^ilH^^rilBnii^^ 

he commanded, and was 'aPfe a Ai-eArffQ ^W^e X|flh> ol 

July 169^ ; but we haver h€en i<>iH\\y^vi^\ditiiMS^^ 

any of the particulars relative to his-^flitflh*, 'i^Hiitilmt H 

happened In aftion, oJ' tftherwife. i :#::-. * lyih 

POUND, Thomas,*- was, on tHt^'^fllc^ Altgull} «^ 

Jfbinted wmmander of the;.Rofe. oitmnh^Pii^ig^ii^ # 

prize taken Ibme years before froto'Hfte^lSMtefcdftB/^irfl' 

nolA^, by corruptioh^, whimfically Cidl^d the^iklJ^tU^' 

He continued in. this yeftel, which was flbttetf^ as ^l^ 

cruifer d# Dover, and the coafts of Kfeiit^nk! Sii(r«x^ M 

the end blithe year 1693; when he waslfettit^cd inmtht 

- ^^ ichr ' 




caufe, as well as the precife iimCj; of HM tfifrtliflioft : but' 
we krioW him to have coi^ttn^Wed^e 0dvef Piiw, flW 



that time on the Irifti ftatton, at thfe very latter eiid rf ih^r 
year x6|^5. To this Ve can however add^ that srfteir hl^- 
did quit this Aip, he nfcvef again retir^nbd^fO'tte fervioe* 
TTie time of his death is'uftknown. . '• 

PROWTHER, or PROWER, ^Hrffn^ — was, «^ 
the ;zift of Juty 1691, made commander el'^th^SaudadooS' 
Prize : IK which veflcl. he coflftinned till the e^ ot the 
year 1693',' when he wis prom Ated to tfi6 Art^kfea. Ia 
this fliip, which was principally tfaotWhdly employed aa 
a' Cruifer, he met with conlideraWPfiacceftj ^i Welli^iiift 
tbecommerce, as the private arme&ftiips of war belonging 
fO the en<^my. In the manth of Odober 1694, he fell in 

Vol. II. Cc witk 
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miAi a vfiiy/Ivgt Ffcnch privauer, mounting thirty-eigtK 

Eli^^. caAkdj^W SsHfit Louisy which he captured, after a 
«xl ^Jig^^MttAl of an hour's continuance. No farther 
niention ii: ina49v.of him in the veign of WiUiain thf 
^iT^ha^f^h^'tf^ been employe^, dumug the pe^ce, 

£^ h»iqiilllp4 '^e Anglefea* On the acceilion of qu.t:ea 
ne h^twas oiarfe <» apitain of the Yai^mouth, of I^venty 
Wiis; cmt of the ibips ient oui on the expedition agaiolt 
Cnifi3vi m4 dM in the fame command on the i'jxh of 
April ijfi^ Mng if^ithin a few moRlhs after the return 
or the fleet into port. 

. TUQIbcfliclM^-^ivasmade lieutenant of the Ante- 
lope* bjr etiiwffion from kii^ James the Secon4, dated 
m 9lh. efi SlptmJ^ 168^. : After the revointion he 
fBtvdioa.bof^ Qflltf (bips^'ithe fame fiatron, being fent 
10 ttid'Woft Indiiea under commodore Wright,^ by whonn 
ht ra^fltwnfitfAXoth^ command of the St. Pkui iirelhip. 
After the arrival of commodore Wrenn, who was fent ta 
ta^ lift chl^f aHUmiHd on that ftatiou^ he was advanced 
t0 be- captsuj} 9f.ilKe Norwich T ^HqU ihip remaining in*^ 
tfcllfcW:w;I««li^r l^as unhappily cad arway on the 6th p£ 
OiMM\lig^.: ^The. commander, ai^id all the crewpe^ 
liUh^ with hen., , r ' \:l 

KsiQlSit Thoi^^s>— was appointed lleutemit, o# die 
Advemurje»by ado^rai Herbert, cprnmander of the |ie^ in 
the.&ffeighfs, vn the iith of feb. ijSSi-i. ^^LAer^ihis 
tsdtf wp find nothing relative to. jiim, till he was^^ op, the. 
4d^ id Mar^h ,^.^it ^appointed^ captain of the Blaze* 
^rieihip* in the following month.he was remov^ ijptd the 
Jbfaint^4 II yefl^hpf^the fam^ defcf iptiojp ; and^ in, 1694, 
y§ti9 inadcL <;apiaia of .ihe-Fubb& yacht, a fpccies of s^p-. 
min)93^nt little calc-^laled to pronootejrenown. ^ leaving 
1^ Afi f#»^Aww ta:the time of Jii^ death, qn tlie'aoth 
of May 1 701, it prev^nu ou^ having, any thing naorq 
]|iemonbIevtcM^<w^f himinhan his havinp, <at;4iiFerqnt 
times^ attended kingWilliam to and from Holland. ^ ' '^ 

« SHEARMAN, ThomaSy-T-was appointed commander 
ctf 5he.Spy:fireihip on thei9th of Japuary 1691. In the" 
following yeai 1^ w^ promoted to the Tygcr, of forty- 
tfro\g»n^r«nd fe^it tothe/Weft Indicsr under the com- 
aiand'of fir Francis Wheeler ; from, this veflel he waSfi 
ipon after his retufn>, advanced to the Maij^i of Gxty gun^^ 

• ' • 4 . . ■! , one 
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, ' •* \ '. I ' ♦. . ^ ,' ' • "^ 

one of the fiiips belonging to the ipaj^ iie«Vi Aft«r ikt 
,})eace at Ryrvyic he w^ .^gain ^snt,t(^.^ We^ Indki, 
where he cfiect oii. the isth ot luiii 1699.^ - • 

' SHORT, Richard, -^ was appointed Uoutc^nt of: the 
£uropa hired fliip of war, on ^ the ^Cth of Agnl t6,j94 
sorter which tlitie we dear nothing of him for ^ vety.long 
interval^ tjU A^e fiod htniy oni jthe lOth pf Api(il t^iy 
at>poinied captaji;! pf the Blaze jB^fliip« . , In 1693 he wa$ 
promoted t,ix the Nonfuch of] thirt^^fix jg^^^ ii|.'|¥hicb 
jhip Hii, was uaUanfifl(> during the foUawi,ag ye^j^ at Bdj^oAif 
in New £ng|ao4». ^o^^^ci' wi|^ ca9taia.|l#r£jQc» .ki thf 
Conceptioijk P,riz.e, lor thp prote^o;^ fl( ^ g^A^ . Hi 
quitted this vellel, oh his return to England, in 16941 
Stid we^ave no reafon to believe was^e^er Vf^^^ 
to ahy mhef ^ip. He dSed on ii\€.^i(if,Mkili7Q^\m 
SaAK£$^ Jofiab.r^Tfce fiiiV < ifttlHr0M«ioto 4^&imm 
\>ecn.s&i9 locolledof ihifi genmnan fs/thstthVwMfn^ 
traptatn of the Vtiteaft fiytflilp oh *c ^^^ of F^BfiWiV 
f 691 . In rhh veifTel he cbmmti^d^^lp the &oM of J ii^ 
i%3j i!<^heh h^ ^as p^tiioteq iq tlijp .,^^9* wShj» a fipps 
gate of ibiriy-^wo ffim. Thiaf vcdR^ w^ beUe^c :wsy 
not iojQe after this period, fcrfd to the .i!he;fcft4irtj \' aind 
captain Soaftes retiring tot a tiine from the king's feiVic^ 
^ade federal voyagcfs it h to the Lev^pt* He moniecC 
howWer, to h?s forrtie^ (lation foo^ ^ft^t tba tcceffion of 
([Ueeii Anfie#and was appointed eoiliiiiiMer^f the i>oiphiii» 
a fri^te of tvnenty^fix giiins ; a yeflel #h}cft| froA its far^» 
could on]y be empfeycd iA 4 Cruifer againj^ pr\V9it,6ci^^ qi 
hi convoying the'^d^(!in£tjra:de^ iWolervKeS little Imiely 
fb Procure renown. ... • . . . - 

\ U ^ontmucii to be his mfd fat^y through life/ to meet 
tfitb.appormaiemsHfllldf Atfttonii of tfiip kfnd, for t\o parti* 
oolars^-tWHlh cornfticrhqratfng, are.to bie iSiei tvitl' i^h,-. 
tive to Wfft^ till we finct hiih, m the year. 171 if cpmmai|d'«» 
ihg tne'CcJfgair^ of feventy ^ns, ^ captain to fir HoVendcnr 
Walkierl^'* . S.Q& after the fq^adVon faikd! from S^*^ 

^u — : — -^ ^_j — : : ' ' '^ ^ ^ — 

' * A curious circamftance oocun rdative 19 die imoK of dMk;t#aL 
genttcme^. Capiaia Soane^ •ecordiia|; t^. $l\ die a^ptiVakf lijQ^M 
tap tains, receiVcd his firft conlibiffion On the ssd'of ttMnif l'6^if 
and fir Hovendcn Walker, his adWiral, not cUl Uk ayth of Febrntr/ 
>f9». The following is the beft folution wectb giVe to datt>ipdblieni,' 

€co 4^ 
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.-.lit,.'- ' ' 

Helen's theidmiral fhiftgd his fl^g on board the Humber. 
This was ralfi^ ah tiiifortiinate circumlbnce for captain 
SoafMSi who was unhappily "bdrrayed into an error ih 
judgment while the fleet ^as on iispaflagc*, which fufy- 
3^£l^ him to cenfure, notwithftanding it was, honcfftly 
i^eaking, occafioned by his too great eagcrnefs for thl 
:forvice df his country. ' , 

- Sir ttovfenden rc^hoiftirig his flag on board the Edgrfr 
4bon aftdf his arrivkl at Bollon, he appointed Mr. Paddon', 
a mtith yeonger officer than Mr. Sdanes, to command 
Afe. Edgar, and removed Mr. Soanes rrito theSwiftftife, a 
^\piXiitthe^'(ame rate.' It therefore evidentlj appears^ 
that he had not iuflered in tiie opihlon of his admiral, 

> : ' • ^^' V '■ ' ■ -^ , / - .. ..-_. .' 

iftcr "the cloft^ inv^ftigtion. It was thought nccelTary,! abput thi« 
timtti to Alike* fome dmin£tion of rajal^ -between officers who com- 
mmkdJkmrtkJOiBtlfkiid'tlfiwifdMt and ibofier-who wcre^captaitis of/rzt 
c|^^f »eflel9:of inf^rioncim&qaence^'.ill^ onlyiviM Hfeitofthi 
$m clafs were^ ifiiltled tp then fl^ ifitl^elcourrepf f<;nioncy, and 
c^t^in Soanes never having been appointed, till lon^aftef the accel^ 
Son oPiJueeA'Anne, to any ycHcl larger than the Jam^s g^Uey, a hir 

C4^ <l|lH:y»€wa gunk, nr Hovenden Walker, who commahded a 
.«f thc'hn^ arori Vbfbr^ the ptoce ^ Ryf^l^c, became hts fenior 
qa(ba4 lift which ,^guUM |he pUDo^btion to the rank of admiral.* 
'^* T^Q following ^ccuuAt of this affair is g^veq by fir Hoteodco^ 
Sti an official letter, 'written by him to Mr. Burchet, fecretajy to th^ 
adiflifralty, tiatcd ^dgar, at fca, off Bird 'Iflands, Au?. 14^ 1711. 

';**:Thi«8kfe df 'May,' in the^ evening, a fmall flwp, upon a fqualf 
d(9irii^ ilp«.<wai Cecil to windward N. N. W. -of ns, ^atidtng to the 
(outh-eaftwar4« ^e ieettbcn Oe^ring W* by S. the wind N. W. b^ 
W. but (he, wbien it cleared up, perceiving the fleet, elapt tnitnedi- 
aWy upon a wind; and the evening being t<K)^far fpcnt, I thought it 
xmpoflfible for aftyihfp to fpcak f her, without lodng the fleet, which 
was of greater importance than uking a prize, becanfe I often liad pc- 
calH^n for the men of war to tow th«'iag and leeward (hips ; I there- 
fore made no %nal tp cbaff:^ Notwithfta^iogwhichv'tndan order I- 
liad given not to hazard the Lofs of the fleet in chafing, upon any pfe» 
tetice whatfdever, captain Bniter, in the Dunkirk, andcaptainSoanes^ 
in the Bdgar, cKafcd, though 'they were appointed to repeat all the, 
iignDKl made for the better keeping togeftrcr the great number of 
tni6fpoff(si :an4 jthf Dunkirk never joined us till we found her ac 
Namaflcety the Edgar^. indeed, joined us next day. 

*''*^'This I thought fo great a breach of orders and dtfcipUn^ that I 
bdlteV^fftlfryrcTf oMTged tbcaHthofi: two captains to anfwer for whi^t 
iliey'ba^ il>lifc it acourt^taiartial; the fentences of which I herewith 
ilid, whek^y capaii^ Soaaes was dncd, and captain Butler difmilTcd 
his comtamdJ' • 
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notvvitliftjjiding he had,. in fome degree^ fwerved from the 
ftri£t letter of his duty. The account of the failure of 
the Canadian expedition more properly belongs to |iu^ 
life. of fir Hovendcij Walker, fo that we fl^all not take, 
anv notice of it in tfus place. • He, docs net appear to have, 
held any commiilion after he returned to England ; and> ixi) 
the year 1718, retired altogether from theiervice, b^Dg. 
appointed Uevtenaut-governor of Greenwich hoijpUalM 
This ver]^ honourable ilation he enjoyed till thq bojur^^ 
his deaths which happened on the loth of Septieisoba^ 
1737 ; at which time be had attained a very advaaced 

WARREN, George, — was, on the i9thof Septctubci;: 
1 69 1, appointed commander of the Pembroke, a frifeatc' 
of thirty-two gups. lie was immediately afterwards fent^ 
to the northward to convoy, from thence,,a fl^t of coUiecs. r 
He hai;! the good fortune to capture, during his j^aflage, . 
a f rench privateer, together with a p^izc ihe had juft. be*; 
fore taken. Re. continued to be employed ia the fa|Qe> 
line of fervice, though without experiencing, jhe Tike, 
fuccelsj till tlie end of the following year, w|ien bcjwas 
fcjbt to the. Weft Indies, under the cpmpoand.;9i fij, 
Fraocis. Wh^Wft He unhappily died theieiCm the 291IL 
pf April 1693. being foon after his arrival on thkitftationv' 

WRIGHT, John,-— was appbinted cotrirtwtnlKr of tKr 
Cadiz Merchant firelhip on die 29th of June 1 691 > and' 
iiied oa the t7tli of Oaobfcr following,» , 



n 1. 



'. ' K - * .:. .-, -.. . i^ti\ :*.>. f 

ALLEN, William; -- wais appoinbd^ cttMlM ^ the 
Tygef on' thtf ift bf July 1692:,' Wlfehg tW ftlto*^ 
year he does not appear to have .held ai^^ofin^dSoo,'/!^^ 
is any mention madp 4^ hijftjn «IX .Pmckll pf^pfKft ^As^* 
ever tSilJlt'.year 1694 ; at which time he commanded the 

C c 3 Saiida« 
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Saudadoesi or Saudadoef Prizef; ^t ;do^s n^ difkiaQlf 
app^r which; nor U it at alj Material. He was" pro- 
itnoted Coon s^crw.arcisiot^e'Bona4.vient]ur^, oif jiftygpris, 
and fcnt, iiffhfe month of May 1690, to Hwjfon's Bay, iii 
cbm^any with the Seaford frigate. He rendered a very 
lUluable piece of fcrvice to his country during this expe- 
<lition, by rccoverinfi:,' froin the .enemy, Vork fort, and 
dlher fettlemehts on Htid(bn's Bay, which theyliad,a fliort 
'l^hi^ before, made themlelves mafters of. Me was on his 
xeturii to jEngtaiidt, and almoft epterihg the Channel, 
when he fcll^in Wfdii a large French private Aip of war, 
diiodhtin| fifty guns : it was in every 'refpe£{' equal, iii 
potpt of force, to the Bonadventure, having formerly been 
a'iktp in the EngKih navy, and then called the Mary Rofe J. 
Ah engagement coiifeqAently enfucd^ i" ^^c courfe of 
•ifhich diptaih Allen, who cohdbfi^ed hipfelf with the 
ufmoft gallantry, received a defperatewoiind, of which he 
died in ab6ut two hours.'' 'The Bonadventiife having un- 
fortuhatcty r efccivcd fonie confidcrable damage in fier fails 
aihd tigl^ng, the e*neAiy made their efcape. ' ' 



* * The latter was certainly the (hip he commanded, as appears ff.otn 
the foHdwfi%'iclter; dated' ff^m oh tK^ard tb\e ^efTel, Juljr the 27th« 
1^; TW ickiiiMi il tboiiofimira|)le td the jnemory of captani Allen 

. *\Oatbea9d,craifii^offI^Hag,ue,incQip)^y;witbtbe!)in#piflk^ 
tae efpicdi til the fnornin^ fix (aiU which •proved to be French fli^s; 
dbc^ i frijjftflf of t^dnty Si oribirtv goos; three' of them privateers^ 
from fixieen gnu downlrnfdk; t»i t)ie ofh^ t«b''merjtharit-ftips, of 
bntf Imn^md '4Ad dghtV tdnt each. They all ^dod iiito Granton bay, 
whtir€ ffkt bf the irilercnant-lln^'nui ipiore, about' three miles Ihort of 
the rei } 1m^ Pie "fi^'fetcjied oft tod carried* away |>y IWo privateers 
of C«iniflby,>Mttlr'We eogagei the enemj^,' which Ve did for fix or 
fe^en iMrs; at M they iiii jtat t|i^ir Alps igroUn'd, kftd left them. 
^We ienr itf oar hditi it bopet^o have h^mt ihkvtii b^f the fhore was 
fo liiied, wiA boffe «nfd focrt, that we could not cffea i^. ' The ft4th; 
tn the motlnn^, we ef)>iied five (ul« foU flood afte^ theiii : tb^y proved 
lo be EAsliflii nhtfer convoy ^'tfM'S^anow l^i'i2e;'u|M)n' Which we 
teturned miotHe biy, add found that four of thic'aBov'e-riieiitioQed 
French ibiM were got o(F again, and werid (ailing clofe under th^fiiore; 
^ttil^ *tm<W<u^i t^t, #M tM Mcxt korhirig wcjSi |>k| tb«bd 

Sy; whcr^ vhb our.)i|M, ^e b^rntihier other merchant. Aiipi, nqr^ 
thftahdjog ihey fired ver^ warmly from tne ihore to defend bo'." 

^'fOttdi€i\46frtdveMeri€^. '" "'^ ' ^ ' ..:.,;...♦- - 

't^ttlpi^ktm iheenetn^ Ibmotinfe before. 
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BARKER, Jedidi^V*— "ivwtppoint^d oiptm ^.^^ 
St. Vincent fireihip on the a4th of June 169a. }U m* 
mained in this TeflM a confiderable time, . moft probiUjf 
till the year 1695, when he w^ts promoted to the I^fon^ - 
During all this time* ke dees not appear to hBvekiatmif^ 
opportunity of diftipgiriihffig or ireiidtrine hi^i^Bi/ cofe*. 
fpicuousy out of the comnum routine of ^ri^cej^ and le* 
^lar duties of his office^. In the -followiMyeayi ht $f«% 
advanced to. the comn^andof th$ St}rlii^Xa(Hc> o.il^I 
of feventy guns, and feiit home, firofn t}ie Stfeiglits» cpm-^ 
maader of the convoy .oidered to acopmpany a fffi^tf Ap(t> 
of merchant4hip8 bound from Cadi^ to£iiglafl|d» 

During.his paflage he fell in with a fquadron of French 
fhips of war, trom whom, by his prudent $s weU as fpir 
cited conduct, he had addrefs enough * taprote^ |iis ^^m9kt 

, cj^arge ; 

* In jttilice 10 <bis vciy brave tranfaflioa we have then^hi j^ 11^ • 
cumbent on us to infert the following particular account of u^ 

'< May the 7th, 169;. On the a^thof the laft month his maie^, 
&y*s (hip, the Stirling Cafilcy captain Barker commute;', inrith the 
&rviek, and Jofcph fhreflitp, iailed from Sc, Aniewo'; bound to ' 
Eegbnd, having under their convoy eleven fail of metclMat-fllipt,* 
vis. Six En^lifh and five Dutch, 6eudes the JBritaoaia viQ«aller and . 
a French prize, laden from Mardnico, wiueh capcaii) fiukfir.pock on . 
the ijth of March in hit voyage outwaid. 

'* On the 99th, in the morning|, ^ing about 4o leagiM!l to .the. ' 
i«Award of St. Aotonio, we faw« &1I to windward iMtriii(^ down to«t| * 
to whom the Berwick save chafe, and came almoft He with her abooa ' 
noon ; at which time three fail more appearing in fight to windward* 
the Berwick, npon a (i^al from captain Birker, gave over ctefb and 
fcturned to the deet. Thofe three (hipi joined the other, andthei^al) ; 
four bore down to us, and fo kept' us company all nisht. iThe ttjrajt . 
nioming we faw another fail a-ftem, who a^fo. joiaed m ffut IptacrV 
and all of them came up near to* us; whereupoo we fhewe^ 9|it . 
cofloHJv, and thev hoifled, French colours- $evcfal figmdf weije ; 
made on 1>oard the commander, of thcii^ to whom the oili^^r fi^^!lr., 
boats went very frequently. Vtc got in rea^tneft to tQg^ thems ' 
aftd captain Bailicr made a lignal for four of the largeft inefClHVpt-ibijpa' 
to draw, with (fce Berwick, into a line of hattle. About aqp^, ^be , 
enemy^s coufuttations being ended, they all fire bore ^^B tp m . 
wf rhin gun-Oiot: two of. them were ihipi of about leveii^ ffuu cacb». 
the orher three carried fifty^ thirty, and twenty ^ttiiai Capiavifflf^' - 
fired (everal (hot at them, and particularly at the coimna|»der« whp 
thereupon immediately liiffed up withbot gua*fiioU They cofitimied -^ 
to keep us company till the sd inftant» when, btii^ about lepi Jepgjii^jl ^ 
to (he wcflward of Ufhaot at four in the aenuBg, and the French be- 
C c 4 inf 
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dlai'ge; 'in tftidn' fully- fiifirdent.^o cftailiA his future 
reholwi. -He-'dorffinued iii c&iftimifllon during the wftole 
ptfl«e\ aiirf, in iff^-i^ i«^s fent t^'fli^ Weff Indfie« ascom- 
nillt^)|ef 6f bhc ^ the ffiips b^lo^ffgiri^ tb admibl BehfcoW's 
tUmi^fptir rte 4ied;t!lerc brt the inAi of January. 1 702, 
b c ft^it th<^«tttmfeenceni€^t of hdftifitics with France. 
-ifiWtES^'^Wtieas,— \f^s,-oh tfte jHt of March 
l9<^jt; mdde esqptaih of the St ' Paul firefhip. He did not : 
Mfcjg' i^nilitt iri tRb velTel, Being promoted early in the 
foUl^iifingyittMr to tfce Afliftance, if forty-two, gulis;. an* 
filrt> mfhe mdiith df Jiine^ to Newfoundland', with a 
convoy. 'Ih l695"hc Was captain of the Litne frigate, a 
v^Ael emi^oiyed,' during the autumn of thiit year, as a. 
cruifer ih the GRaiinel." In this occupation he was very 
ilfti^ am! fccccftfel, having capfifrcd many fmall-priva-* 
tttSrs, and refcued feveral prizes which had fallen into 
thcrr MUtis* — In the' 'nonth or December he was" fent out 
in- this fmit rcflfel as one of the convoy, commanded by 
commodore* Moody, thpt vi^as to attend the Turkey fle^t. 
Ob his {jetiwrn fr,Qn^.this fervice, in lUay 1696, he was ad- 
Vipceil> in)the ^pfuing month, to the command of the 
ififti MerdMint^ # foip id fifty guns; and vras, not lon^ 
afterwards, removed intp the Norwich. In this ftup hp ' 
^ks fent to the Wdl Indies, where, he tinhappily fe\l i \ 
viQim to.the cHnp^te, which, about that time, proved fo 
f^lUif to fuch a. number of his cotemporaries. He diedjoo' , 
the 4th of November 1698. * 

ing to windwarif and having a frcfli gale atfouth, ihey all Kore down 
*gAit ahoeft within gun-ftot of us; at which time three fail appeanngj 
is fiaht ahead of or, twoof which flood to the weflward, and.the.other 
to tHceaftward; the laft was a kctth, and' we fuppofe a prize. TIvcj" 
fitfe French brougfcf to aftcWr : tont of the other two, which vcrc * 
.a0did*and iftood to tht wcftw^rd, hfeingj a fhip between t\veiity and \ 
ttRfty gidni, when* fte tfo^W fttch us' ticked, and floo4 athwart us, " 
fl*i*iii2 i/nEnglifc cnfiiftn, a}id deigning, as we thought, tO| (peak with \ 
us: but when we law ihe woald gd( from us, the Berwick fired ttrec 
ibbt Ht her; Hbw.cVeT, fte gpi awaj and flood to the other five; ' 
whom,. having fpokt with, <bcy all laid by a confidei^ble time; and 
th^n making fair, ficfod to the Weflward : after which we faw them no . 
snbrej ahd rnacje the Wil^ of bur wav bomeWard. On the 3d in- 
ilittt, captain fialrkcn'tmli'tkji'BerWiclk and fireihip, anfl jill tlie mcj- 
ctot'lhibs.abovc-idb'htfincd/WvedatScilly." i . ; 
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BRAlTHfWAITE, James,— a defcendant of a very 
refpedlable farr.ily in the county of Weftmorcland, was, 
on the 6th of Decenriber 169a, made captain of the Hawke 
firefliip:. on the 6ih of Januai^ following he was pro- 
moted to the command rf the Refolution^ 'of fixty guhs-^ 
on. board which fliip fir F, Wheeler had juft before hoiftea 
hU flag as admiral of the fleet boiiiad to the ^ctt Indies. 
Oaptam Brsuthwa^te died there almofl imoi^dlate^ after 
his arrival. 

BRITIFF^, Charles, — was made comronnder of the. 
Ruflel, of dghty guns, on the. 14th of June 169a; and> 
' very foofi' afterwards, of th^ Offory, a fe(x>ndrate. 'He 
continued. for a (hort time only in this (hip, oeingj^ foen' 
after fucceeded by captain Leake, and rcrnQYicdihto thc;^ 
Portfmouth, a frigate of thirty-two guns. ^In this veflTelj. 
which,', after the return of the. ixxain fleet into port, was^ 
employed wholly as a cruifer, he had the good foitun^ in^ 
the month of November, to fall in with and capture, afte;c . 
a fmarl aftion, a large privateer belmgirig to St. Maloe's, 
calleji the Hyacinth, pierced, as wejl ks tiie Portfmomh^' 
for thirty-two guns. In the month of July 1653, he.wa$ j 
appointed captain of . the- Crov^n, a fouftjfi i^, Mtfr 
which tim^ we have no intelligjsncc relative to him,fe»:qi|t , 
» that he commanded the Chichefter in thj? be^hni^igjof tihie^^ 
year 16^6 ; and was difmiffed,,- foon after that timt^, fram^ 
the fervicc, but for what particular reafop is not me^--^, 
tibhed. JJe never appears. fo haye bc^ reinftatedjr and, 
died fome time in the year 1703, 

BROWN, Nathaniel,— was appointed coipuiari^er o^, 
the Falcon frigate on the i^thqt Mari:h 169;^; and beiM,; 
fent, early in the follovirmg yeai:,, und^r fir Kranci^!. 
Wheeler, 10 the jW^ft. Indies,, died'^heie or^^thq. aSth.of , 
June ehfuing. ' . * ' ^ 

CONSTABLE, Johti, — was made captain of the. 
Katherine ftorefliip ^n th^ i^tb of November 1692. Ifc 
waii, earl^ in the yejr 1694^ prompted to. the Shoreham, 
a xlew frigate juft launched. In this command noihaii 
cbujd Iiave acquitte/il himfelf with ^eater propriety^ abi- 
lity, and^^irit ; qualities, to which the lattpr part of his.: 
conduit, as an officer, very ill fuited. When employed J 
as a cruifer he was diligent, fpirited, ai^ alert-; and wjiefl 
#ecttpied ib the chkrge and protefi^n of xnerchant-flM^ts 

Conunit-*^ 
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committed to* his convoj, was.prudfiK, aUentivei and 
circiimfpeflt. He continued captain of the Shoreham till . 
the end.of the year 1696', when he was promoted to fomc 
fliip of the line, whofe name dcpej not appearl 

The peace being concluded at Ryiwic, in 1697, his 
Ibip was put out of commi(&oB, and he was not again 
ctnployed till the year 1 761. when he was unfortunately 
appointed captain of the Windfor, one of the fhips fent 
to the Weft Indies; under vice-admiral Benbow. Tlie. 
melancholy event of which expedition,' as well a^thecir- * 
cumftances which led, and conduced to it, have heenT 
already given at length in our account of, that ve^y brave 
and enterprifing comtnander*. 

It is neceffary, however, in juftice to captain Conflabic, 
to remark, that, notwithll^nding his condodl was, in every 
refped, fcandalous and di (honourable, it was not fo infa- 
mous and criminal as that of captains Kirkby, Wade, 
and Hudfori. Acquitted of the charge of cowardice, he 
wa^ only fentenced to be cafliiered and imprifon^ during 
the queen's pleafure. It is almoft needlefs to add,nothing is 
known of him after this time, except that he was fent 
home prlfonier to England* 

CORKWALL, Charles, — the defendant of a very . 
refpedable family long fettfed in the county of Hereford, 
was appointed commander of the Portfmouth floop on the 
l6th of September 1692. In this veflel, which mounted , 
only fixteen guns; captain Cornwall continued, in all 
probability, for fomc timet. We have it leaft a very ex- 
traordinary, if not unequalled inftance in this gentleman, 
o^ its J>eirig poflible for an officer to ferve, With the moft . 
irfeproachable character, and to attain a ver^ high rank 
in the fcrvice, without ever havine it'iii his power to 
cncreafc his reputation, by any o^ tnofc brilliant exploits 
'Which fortune throws in the way of her greater favou- 
rites. ' . ' ' ' 

We muft, indeed, except that in 1^94 he cominanded \ 
the Adventure frigate; and having b^ fent, with adrtii- 
ral RuflTel, to the Mediterranean, had the good fortune, in 
the month of November, to capture two very valuable 

fi^ips bound from Mar^illes to Liiboh. He ^Ifo 

_. - I - - ■ ■ - . I- ■ - »- > * •..■■' ■ ♦ 

/f-gec ^gB 235 et fo^ . »- : . .' 

+ And w< believe, va» n^^9|^9ime4 to the {m^^^^^\% QT tp tfcioi^ 
Bridgewater^ after the acceflion of queen Antip. 

bore 
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poxc 8| confiderable and diftinguifhed part in the aAion^ 
with the Content and Trident, which took place in the 
xnonth of January following*, arid was immediately 
afterwards promoted to the rlymouth, as fucceflbr to 
captain Killegrew, who was killed in the adion above* 
mentioned. 

. We find not, after this time, the fmalleft mention 
made of him, either in hiftory or any of the private or official 
documents we have been able to procure, till the year 
{711 ; at which time he had ferved nearly twenty years a$ 
SI commander in the navy. The information we have, 
iven at this time, is almoft too trivial for infertion, except 
on the ground that all biographical particulars rife, in fup* 

C)fed value, in proportion to their icarcity. Mr. Cornwall 
as, at the time above-mentioned, captain of a fhip of 
the line on the Mediterranean ftation, and entrufted with' 
the command of the convoy appointed to the homeward- 
bound Turkey fleet. After the acceflion of George the 
Firft, in I7i'4, he was made comptroller of Uie ftore- 
keeper of the navy's accounts, as fucceflbr to Mr. Jen- 
nings, who retired with a penfion. He held this ftation 
two years and then returned to the fervice, on being ad^. 
vanced to be rear-admiral of the blue, on the i6th oF 
June 1716. On the !Z4th of July" he was ftill farther 
promoted, to be rear-admiral of the red; as he was again,' 
qn the ift of February following, to be vice-admiral of 
the blue; and on the 15th of March, to be vice-admiral 
of the white. Previous, however, to his latter promo- 
tions, he was appointed to the command in the Mediter- 
ranean, in the month of Odober 17 16, as fucceflbr to 
vice-admiral Baker; being at the fame time invefted with 
the high charaSer of plenipotentiary for concluding a 
peace with the emperor of Morocco. 

He hoifted his flag, on this occafion, on board the 
Argyle, of fifty giins, that ftiip being thought of fufficient 
force and beft adapted to the fervice on which he was fent, 
which was merely to punifli the infolence, and reftrain 
the dcprciiatibns 6{ the Salletine corfairs« He continued 
coiiftantly and diligently enrjployed on this kind of fervice* 
jtHl the arrival of fir George Byng in the Mediterranean, 

— ■ - . ■ r ji 1 i 

* See page 329. . . 

with 
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ivhh a (Irong fleet, in the month of July lyifi; when Mr, 
Cornwall, according to his ir ft niclions, joined him with 
Ms fmall fquadron, and taking ihe command of the fe- 
concT, or van divifion, (liiftcd his flag into the Shrewfbury, 
of eighty guns. We have fome reafon'to beh'evc he had 
eitlwr removed his flag into the.Eurford, or was not 
prcfkint at the well-known a£lion with the Spanifh fleet off 
Cape Paflaco : the latter we are rather inclined to believe » 
notwithilanding, in Mr. Corbttt's account of the Sicilian 
expedition, as well as in Campbell^ he is exprefsiy faid to* 
liavc a(^ed as adn^iral in the fecond port, having his flag' 
on board the Shrew {bury. 

The Rue of battle given in Lcdiard, which we hclievc 
to be the mod correal, as it agrees beft wirh other points, 
lliftVrs ninterially from thofc we have already mentioned. 
The van divifion is, indeed, faid to have been under vice- 
admiral Cornwall ; but, from the circumftance of captain 
Walton being, detached, in purfuit of the Spanifh rear- 
adrhiral Mari, with that part of the fleet which was pro^ 
p^rly under Mr. Cornwall, we are inclined to think he 
was not prefent ; and are rather ftrengthened in this be- 
lief, froni not finding the leaft mention made of him, by 
fir George Byng, in his account of ths engagement 
alluded to. 

Iijfimiediately afterwards, however, he fliifted his flag 
back into his old fhip the Argyle, and was detached, by. 
the admiral-in-chief, to convoy the prizes back to Mahpn* 
After having fulfilled this inftrudion he repaired to 
Lilbon, moff probably on account ot his health, which, 
had long been in a very uncertain, precarious ftate> 
and now proved pall recovery, the vice-admiral dying 
there on the 7th of November 171 8. 

EMMS, Fleetwood, — was appointed coaumwier of 
the Extravagant firelhip on the 13th of January 1692^ 
We have not been able to colleft any ctrcumftances re- 
lative to this gentleman, except that, during the cpurfe of 
the war, he was promoted to fome (hip of the line, and* 
continued to hold the fame honourable charge after, the, 
peace at Ryfwic had taken place. After the ^ceflipQ pf 

Sieen Anne he was made capfain of the Reftoration^ a 
ird fate. This fhip was one of t^ofe unhappily loft in 
the Great Storm, which happened on the 26th and 27th 
of November in that year, being driven, by its violence^ 

on 
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on the Goodwia Sands, and the captain, as wqll ^satt^ 
crew, periihing with her. 

• FLETCHER, John-— 'The firfl; appointment we find 
this gentleman to have obtained was, to be captain of the 
Britannia, a firft: rate ; the flilp on board which' the com- 
mander-in-cHiQf" of the fleet always hoifled bis flag. Thif 
commifflon was dated on th« ift of Feb* 1692 : he confe^ 
quently was prcfent, and in a very eminent fUfioo, at tliff 
glorious viiftory, obtained over the French, off LaHcg^q. 
He wasprpperly the commander of the fliip* and cntjru^^sq 
with the direftion of it, being what is called Second -c^pip 
tain*. He continued to hold this station till the ifip^th 
of July ^693;; aifler which tinie we believe him to baff 
obtained no commiffion till the end of the year 16951^ 
when he was m^dc commander of the Elizabeth, -of fevpntji 
guns. He moft probably continued in thi^ fliip .till, th^ 

Seace ; and was, after that event, appointed to (oait othe^ 
lip of the line, of which lie continued commander j^ur^ 
ing' the remainder of ting Williams's reign. After thf 
acceffion of queen Anne he was appointed again 'to.tho 
(tztion of a fecond captain, being made.comoaa(iderof the 
Royal Sovereign, a Clril rate,, the (hip on board. which fir. 
Oeorge Rooke hoifted his flag as commander-in-<;hi€f of 
rhe fleet fent on the expedition againft Cadiz. After hid 
return from therice he was removed into the Royal Ca- 
therine t; in the command of which Ihip he died fometin^n^ 
in the year 1 704. - "* 

FOLJAMB, John, — v*as, on the 20th of July 1691^, 

S pointed commander of the Unity hired fliip of war., 
e continued in the fame veffcl during the following y«ar,. 
and was fent out to the Canaries. We have no informa* 
tion of him after this time till the year 1703, when he- 
was made commander of the Pendennis, of forty-<^t|t 
guns, except the knowlege that he commanded a (hip of 
the line towards the latter end of the former w^ar, and the 
peace which fucceedsd it. The laft aftion of ^his life 
leads pofterity to lament, his gallantry had not d much 

* A rank and ftition dill p.Tcr<Jrved, and moft wifely p9o* The 
Btd captain being an afliflant m the grand fcalc of fervice, t^ fhe 
o»inmander-in-chie^ in the managexD^nt and d)re£lion o( chfi fieet« 

f He was capuin of this fiiip at the time Charles, kinvof Sp^in, was 
carried to LiA^n ; 00 whkh occaHon he was prefeihted, by his majefly, 
vtthhii fi6lure fet wah diamonds, and a^urfe of one huod red guinea*. 

earlier 
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earlier and more fortunate opportunity of difplaying ixf^tf 
in the fcrvicc of his country. Being attacked by a very 
fuperior enetny^ he defended himfelf "withthe utnioft re- 
iblution as well as prudent condu£l ; nor did he yield up 
his command till the fliattered fiate of his (hip, the 
daughter of his people, and his own iveaknefs, from the 
repeated wounds he had received, rendered him perfedljf 
incapable df making any farther reflftance* He died in 
a few hours after the Pendennis furrcndefed. This un* 
happy accident took place on the Uoth of 0£tobef 
170C. 

^JRANTHAM, Cal^b,-^was appointed coinniander 
•f the Warfpight, of feventy guns, on the 13th of Janu- 
ary 169a. He was prefent in this Oiip, and greatly dif- 
llnguiflied Irimfelf in the engagement off La Hogue. Htf 
continued in the Tame ftation during the followmg year, 
when fortune did not afford him any fimilar opportunity 
of difplaying his refolution and gallant fpirit. The 
Warfpight needing fuch repairs about the conclufion of 
this year, as made it neceflary to put her out of commif- 
fion for a thne : and a life of maftivity, efpecially in tina^ 
of war, ill fuiting the aidive temper of captain Granthai9r. 
he accepted, in 1694., of the command ot the Falmouth, i 
fourth rate ; in which he, foon after his appointment,, ac- 
companied admiral Ruflel to the Mediterranean* While 
dn this ftation he diftinguiflied himfelf in the moft fignal 
manner *, in the engagement between the T^ht fquadron, 
under the command of captain Killigrew, and the twcr, 
French Ihips of war, the Content and the Trident, which 
ended in the capture of the two latter. 
- His gallantry was, immediately aftefwardf. Very pro- 
perly rewarded, by admiral Ruflel, w%h the command of 
the Content, the largeft of the two prizes. As foon as this 
{hip was refitted, which was done by the latter end of 

* ** it was four in the afternoon before the Plymouth, Commanded* 
by capiaia KiJligrew, could get up with them ; md the wind^ being 
then calm, fiie alone eneajgcd boclttjbe frencii fliif»&ior the r|>ace e^ 
more than an hour, in which time captain Killigrew.was killed wkh 
a cannon filot: then came up the Falmouth, captdin Grantham, who- 
bfkve^ engaged them for near another hoar, till tlie other four Eog* 
liik frigates came in, when the French feparaied.*** 

' from J '^•''—. dated Feb* &$, 1694*5. 



r 
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Auguft, he fmhi to join admisad RuflH; and returned 
with that comotiandery to England, in the month of .Oc<- 
<obef • We h»ve no account to he. depended upon after 
this timei whether he ever hM any commiilion or com- 
mand. He is faid, indeed, by many, to have died capC^ 
of af flap of the line, in the £aft Indies, in the year 1698. 
This we are iiertain is a miftakev for in an (jficiai'MSt^ 
lift, of tive naval commanders;^ we find him returned as 
alive, aod holding no commtffion, in the year 1699. It 
is, n^reover, weU known that he died in England^ but in 
what year does, not appear. 

GRI FFITH, Richard, — was the fon of captaiii 
Richard Griffithi a naval commander in the reign, of 
Charles the S(ec<Hid*, He ^vas appointed commander of 
,the Mary galley, of thirty-four guns, otv Ao 22d of 
April r69$u He continued oi|^tain of this {hipxluringrtiMK 
following j^ear^ being prtnclpsfclly employed in coavopitg 
the trade to aodf^om Liihon. Hetaccompanied ^mml 
^ui^l to ;b<^ Mediterranei^n in the following ysarvi'v* 
believe, as-captainiof the Eflex; aiid, in the mcm^iof 
Augud 1695 ,> was appointed to.the Trident^ of fifw. g^nB» 
9p,^ of^^Jbippr taken juft before by caplain KilUgnfwffi 
li^t fq^adiPpf^. He retui7))ed t^ El^^nd, witb/the i»rty 
inahemooV^lof P^Sober; and weh^r.iaothin^ f»rth^^ 
l^jm till ^e:]fear, 1^703, when heoommanded tht Btid|p«:' 
>vat^i:7 9 cruif^ Akip on die Irift A»tton«. JMn^U^^ 
% iots^^ to have taken poft p^y f kdiii the ftTthf^ Afmik 
1697 ; and his cocomanding fo imall a fliip as th< B^f^ 
water ^rthi^t^BH^, feems rather acQfi$Fmati)C^^.ii|i«fup- 
f^Iitioa: ii^«^i^lefs» the many <ioficurrent t^iomm 
we hav^ of ttlie ooi^itinarv, foibid us lo-adttiit i.t^as a truth;:: 
Ipr if the^lmre (Ifggcuion is rtie fa^, he mufttb^ve qonk 
tinue4 an ading captain for five years before be wasadr- 
mitted to take pod ; a ctrcumftance, at th^t tiitie of l)|jr 
exce^ingly unufMi|l, if not totally unpr^c^dent^* '&>tt)^ 
time,after this we find him captain of the.S\^iri|(yii^,..% 
thirdrafc} in which ihip he wra« appointed, having iHefWiarr . 
fpigbt^ of tLs fame force, under hiS'C9m<napd*.l<>.4tft;orfe 
to Llfboop 4 con\5oy of fonrteen^ipsi in th^^ month ofi 
February 1706-7. They unfortunately fell iD> very fip^ 
«ftcr they ihidcleared the land, with a French fleet ^gfiia^t^^ti. 
or leventecn (hips -of war, which wer^ aCi^Jliei^allj^, aiHt. 

* Sec Vol. I. p. 334. 

unknown 
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unfciKnrii;ekhei' to ia^in Griffich, or miniftry, on thetr 
parf&ge from Breft to the Weft Indies. A few were corf- 
fequentlr cbphiredy Intt by far the greartr part, bdVh ih 
point of numbers and vahie^ happily eiibded their 
efcafe. 

Prince George of Denmark, at that time lord* high 
admiral, s^d thofe ivho w^re of his council in that capa- 
city, were very far from being popular* Every trivia! 
mifcarriage was fwelled, by the extravagant embelliih- 
xneiitt)f party rhetoric,- into a national misfortune, ivfiichy 
by being frequently repeated, mUft at laft produce its ruin. 
This accidental fuccefe, therefore, of the enemy formrf a 
principal feflion in the addrefs ptefented to the queen, 
iy the houfe of lords, on the :2^th of Felmiary 1707-8, 
rolafcive t© the mifmanagcmcnt of the navy. The prince's 
anfwer to this part of the charge was perfeAIy eiiculpator]^ 
4rf'capta!iv Griffith ; the misfortune beitl^ clVdrged, in the 
tircrtpfevuiling tone -of tAith^ to its truCs-ca^f^B, unforeTeen 
•GCidcift and the wiitt df inform^tiori, that ft) potverful 4 
ior<rbwa« at fet; Bm the clamour of party was not t<» 
Iwnfic^ eafily fatisfi^d. In a replkation madeby thehoufl^ 
etAatdSy to-rtie prinoe's anfwer, captaiii Griffith's 1^^. 
ctni^ed'wlth not having k^t company tlMi a EKi&ll 
Ifusdtofi of nineihipaof ia l^f', under adMirkl V^tldergoedj 
bOMid alio to LiQim ; vritH havirig loHerBd Ki^i?me awaf 
fii^imit^ oflFPlynlo(ith,^and with- hot ^lai^ing Crowded 
' AfHwtet away fitofti* the eheMy's -flee^ *rtien Ki^ 



rtet away fitofti' the eheMy'j 
<l«.<ldcrted it, . ' 

^Th&lbfttclfalpdints^ere merenakerf afleftionsof crifnii 
Miilfv totally unfuppd^ad by anything like ^dehce: bui 
tfdfcnmiilg^fhem fot z mofne^ir to be fl:i46Hy4;ife; none 'ttf 
tinsm attach in the fmaMcft*grce ori^iptainGrlffifH. * Ttf 
the firft it may be fai rly anfWered, hedftf not kefep tionhtparij 
•^tth admiral Vandergoe^, becaufe it was not a partct h\4 
inftnMEIions that he ihould. To the- fecond, that he re-^ 
aaainedF off Plymouth no longcir than was neceflary to 
colled^ his convoy. And to the th5rd, if he was flow in' 
Itoaktngfail it was becaufehe entertained not themoft 
difijM tdfea^ that the fl^t in fight was that of an enemyv 
CMTtU the offices (hat can poffibly occur in the coridu£t 
^f an officer, thofe with which captain Griffith way 
chkTgdy on this occafion, are Icaft likclv tx) be true. 

Want' 
6 
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may fomctun^s be fditnd^ Ib^caoife they are itnimg thme 
iuik>j|tli^aie defers lof whtph human nature is Hdfle. 
sut^U.ihe pre£tnit €btre^ the^e iH inqpliSed a "Wilful afui 
perveVfe erktti^alitjr whmnroafcb Revolts attcrediting, be-» 
c«ufe ^ piecedcdtkt i% ^haipis, #ajiting <^ats t:vti inV'm^ 
exifted. ^ . ; . / 

^ Of ihis o^ink^ wni thfe . ctort-m^JaU held it jLifton^ 
to enquise int^.ttie eoddu£k of dap^in Gnffith. Honour^ 
aol; acquitted^ he -wtas foitored to his rani and eom-^ 
maftd,.a^ Well a& to'thfe.pood opinion of all .cahdid^ .un-? 
prejudiced niefu He filikd for En^ikiid "wi^th fir Clou-* 
deile^ Shoi^ej^ and the llfddifefiianeah {^uzdrbn, ifn ih^ 
ifiQiHh.ipf Q&obttr/and happily e&aped the dsllvii&ion M 
1^ hi^t^ thajtri>rave comrhati^r^ togethttr livitfa ^ycl-al ^ip^ ofi 
his lihfortunate Squadron, we}e invc^ed. It is not lcndw» 
\i(he^iier<he ever vfei^appoiiittfd.to-a fliifidftieribisttiliet loni 
ike aon^Tff indeed^ it is:bdHeved he Jired mit dterwit^ . 
ifctired frfmj.tiie.ferwie€,anddiedabcMtfth^ fear 171^. '-^ 
K HAATNOIL, jf0hn,A^was. on.thejd^ ©eceitibett 
1692^ ma^ QQpmniasdkflf of the Hawke f^itfk^i . In l6^^ 
tiei tva^ promoted ta the Archansel, an hired Aip of t^af / 
ilKAinting fetty-retght guh§/and wai fent td^icdrt th^ j|^ 
\ii^m)& to Yifgtnbi. . After thi^ time-^e t«li«t witll 'ntf 
account relative to him* till the yeaj^ 1697, notwithltefiA-^ 
iftgi dufing.itbis interval, we belidiie fiftn* ti3?*ha>e e<)b- 
ifianded.i ihip of th^ Ikie^t^e Irantt^.and (latibiv^fivhi^ 
lire have be^n tDtall^ aimbie to dtfo^Ver. At the t^e 
llibi^^mdntnioiatd wd find hinf-»Diio«li^ln th^6kfile{t€^^ iioJ 
3,319, and 3323^ ai cagtmnv rf a ffiip c2fH€d \M hti^ii^ 
^d as th^ captor of a rrefii»h privateery of fix<tei*n^ gun^ 
suid fixty men. f^iiring the peace, whkh f'Wik dol^liLf^' 
fipon After this tinie at R^wie, he doi^n^t appear to hafte' 
l)eon*ecbpU>yed. Sdnke little ti^ after the ac^ilioh df^ 
qveenc ArOt^ he v<^ afrp^imed tb Ae Ghkh^ikf, 6T 
leVcBty ganii^ in ^hi<sb ft Jp he ferl^etl, darfftgthfi fiitimef 
of 170 J, i» the Weft Indies^ un^r v?ce-iadmi*al Cr^aydimf 
A fecc^ refndrkibCe imeri^'ai tM^ take^ ^ace in' our 1^-^^ 
ffufenatferi, ■v<rhlch ir^t^te-rfy at a Hand in regard <a M?,» 
liartWEEffs htvixmii tSl the year ^768; at whfch time,-bfei* 
ing €^twn of foTfte flMp, vfe bdWve the JRefforAtioni^ 
ttnjfloyed in the j4tdii^f)pMtiifi iind€f fir John Leafce,^ 
ha was ^p^iMl^i .by tbaf aid^ii^; 16 2^ as li^t./<^^i^^* 
VoUL. 11. 0d H 
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4lt lITtt A1I0 CRARACTIXS OF ^ 

of a battalion of feamen embiodied for the plirpole cH 
affifting in tke redndion of the ifland of Sardinia. 

Whatever might be fhtf fliipr be cMiihanicted at the 
irixyve time, it is certain that^ in' the fotfowing year, he 
was captain of the Reftoration^ oHb of the (hi^ belong* 
ing to the fquadron under lord Dtnrfley^ who det^hed hint 
with four mips, befides that he himfelf commanded, to 
cniife to the l^eftward of Sciiltr, for the j}fotedion of fome 
veiy valuable (hips from India, whofe arrival was dail/ 
cxpeAed. In the anoiith of February 1709^10, he had 
the good fortune, in company with the Augafte,* to cap« 
ture four very valuable merehatat.fhips, boiMd from Kant^ 
to Martinico. This is the laft lAention we find made of 
Um in the line of public fervice, frooi which, it is moflr 
i>robsible, he foon afterwards retired* He di^, in Eug-* 
bnd, in, or about the year 1723. 

HUGHES, WiUiam|F-^was appointed lieutenant of the 
Eaft India Merchant, an hired (hip of war, in the year 
1666 s itfter which tfane his name is not acain mentioned 
till he was appointed conunander of the Hanipihire, on 
^ ift of April 1692. He continued in this (hip during 
^M following year, principally employed as a cniifer. Ne 
fiurther particuhurs, relative to him^ are known, eij^ept 
^at he unfortunately fell in a duel oa the 4th of April 



1606. 

-Jul 



JUMPER, Sir Willtam. -^Few men, who have not 
Uved to attain the nmk of commanders-in^hief, or, at- 
leaft, flag officers, have ever acquired fo much renown asr 
this genuesian; fortune having been fingularlv bountiful^ 
tp bim« in throwing, perhaps, a ereater number of op« 
portunities of didinguiihing himfdf, as a nrivate captain, 
^an, probably, ev^r before fell to the lot ot any (tngle per- 
£mi« His firft commiffion was that of fecond lieutenant 
of the Refolution, which he vcfceived from the lord Dart- 
mouth* at that time commander* in^chief of the fleet, on 
t^ 29th of November i698. Having ferved afterwar(f» 
with diftioguiihad reputation, as Keutenant of variouft' 
ihipsy he was, at kift, promoted, on the t7th of February 
1.692, to be ^^mtnanaer of the Hopewell fireihip* In* 
the following year he was captain of the Saudadocs» of 
lixteen guns, one of the light veflbls belonging to thtr> 
ipain fleets He was, in the month of July, promoted tx>* 
the A4y€iitMf^#. of forty-four guns, n ibipi> though of mucli. 
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TOpeKorlforcc, employed inthfe fame line of fervice as th* 
ibrmer. 

His diligent atfentidn to the duties of his fidtiori prd- 
t\ired him'y in 1694, a dill farther promotion, to be capi> 
bin of the Weymboth, ^ fourth rate; a cdmrtiand, m 
Vrhich he quickljr ac^uil^ thd greateft r^nbwn. Being 
^n a trtiife tff the ico^ft of Irelahd^ in the month of Jiihe^ 
In company With the Medwia^j at that tim^ comrtiattded 
hy Mr. Dilkes) they fell in with k Very litge "private 
Ihip of war^ belongihg to St. Maloe's, called the Invinci^ 
i)le». The WeVnaoUth being by fzt a Bettet failing 
ihip thfih the Medwat) began to engage the enemy at twd 
toVlock c^ the tnommg of the 17th 6f June* The In- 
vincible bfed e^rf ^oflibk endeavbur to efcape, iind had 
lb faf the advantagei in poiiit t>f fjpeed^ that the Weymoudt 
Vras unable to cipie >Vith her till after a running fighr^ 
V^rhich ccmtlniied till eight b'clock at night. The' Inviiii' 
icfble^s maln-tt^-maft bcingthtki luckily carried a(way,th4 
Dunkirk was enabled td join the Weymouth in the dX* 
tack, which iht ehemy prU<kently prevented by to imme> 
diate furrende)*. . • 

On the 31ft of tfed fartlfe mofttbj afeji'la veiy long chace> 
he took a fecond^ Of inferior fotce indeed td the iirftt^ 
but little lefs CD!lfei[|uential in a rtatioAal pdiiH of view, ai 
it had done incredible mifchief to the commerce of thd 
allied powers^ knA wab efteemed onb df th€ beft failing 
veflels that ever put to fea^ On the 3tft of Augbft foU 
owing he tdok a thirds mounting twehtV-elght gun9^ 
Th^ captaih of this veflel beiiig a mati 01 moft daiin:^ 
Ipiriti and having a chofen as wetl as niimisrdiis crelv tS 
iupport him, did not furi^nder till afteir a defj^rate ac* 
tion> in. which he had thirty of his m^ killedj arid 
twenty-five wouiidedi the tnajor part bf thenl foortalijft 
iiaving received intelligence, abdUt the kiiddle of Sep* 
tend>er, of a fleet of fliips being feen off Ufhant^ cdptaltl 
Jumper hefitated not a moment in putting 10 (e^ iA 
fearch of ihein, and feon afterwards oveft«d|tg th«m^ 
he was unhappily difappointed in finding tbciil Kit neu^ 
trial ibips, bound indeed to different ports in Fmno^^ 
but which, froih the nature of their carjgoesr the laws cC 

4 i II ■ ' I ...fc - iit I., I. 111. i 4 0» i m i • ■ rf ii I m^ 

* Carrying fiifty-four guns and threte huoiixcd and forty ioActfl' 
-^ f Mottnting twcntv^four gans. 

D4» 
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^20 \\VhBAim CHA^ACTfiftS 0Jf 

pations^ ^d tr^alif^ then exi^ing» fojibade him to malof 
prize of. 

Oi^ tl^e %2i o^ tl^e faniie mpnth he was again equally 
mufottui^atC;; for haying, during his chacc of a iargf 
French (hip % catripii away bpth his forctop-maft aw 
fpf£-^op-g^IaJQtrnpia9> Uis i^ntagpniit deriving courage 
ttopik d>is misfbrtJ^n^, tacked and bore down upon him 

I' ritb much app^a^^nce of relblution : but on captain 
utaMt rcceiy^ig hi^ wUh a bi^oadfide, diflikipg fe 
irpugh a faimatioi^ be again betpok l^ittf felf to in?in[ie4iatf 
flighty which Om diljijiled fta^te of the Weymputl^ je^r 
WP^ om EagUih commapder incapable of pfc^v^Qtkig. 
, . ^feg Wejji^j^tji, l^ii|g employed, fpf ipnae months 
i^fitjyii^ dg^, in 9pnyoying (he fl^ta to afid from Irc^ 
}fj^ Vf^, fi^jl ilpthing M^iy i«>t«r€^ing selativc to thi^ 
ji^nriemam t^j May' iRft5i duHng yi(hiph month h^ cap- 
tHr^4 ^W<> priv?^Wer& «nf pjf fwi:te^, the other of iixt«^ 
gffiifi^ Q^ t)v9i 19th of J*4y he fell i^ with amther la«g» 

S^ioitf eff holWW^ ^o St, Malpefs, called th^ Count 
evelje, pif^q^d: W ff^yty;-eig^t ^ps, tfcpiigh hajvi^ ouly 
thirty-fix on board. lEieing of larger dimenfiohi Aw 
|hf: ^^^quU^ h^ify ^ the rr^ch commander a 
p^j^.of nay^yr^ WJIantry, a v^jry fpiri^edcomoftcnfiied; 
IP cpQ^qtJiqi;v;e of whkJh» t\4 oHepiy having loft all their 
aaafts and^,cp^$cterfiblf mooh^i: of their men, were at 
lerigth cq^ipeiMed^ tofunreadfc* He had foon after this 
ipn^e, fii(;ceis,agaM|ift the comq^erce of the enemy, from 
>^h(Oiin hfetpGjk. twp or three, vi^ry valuable prizes. 
'. in thf^ WPiHth pf Npvemberi he capiturod a large private 
ftip^ 9f'<yil^Kx which^had k^^k Ifot by. the king to ^e mer- 
cl^nls,. a^ when in the fervioe of the fertiery . had 
jpc\QU]ji^ fprty gMO^fi but ^hen captured had only twenty^ 
f^nr* Tiii$Mpid ^joC fuccefs, v'hich, with a few ex- 
£eptiQi)St bad fp long and happily attended himi was ia« 
Mrrup^ed, ifli, ^Q, CQ^fe of the^ folbwii^ month, by a 
If^ry'jjiQianchply pwatjenDdsfortiine^ 
^ Ifyying^x^^^fifid Sato Plymoutft to seqrutt his ftock of 
-i^aleti^nd proyiftoiis, as he was^ coming on fhore in bk 
fmwXf :4c$ofxq)am$d by his tyife, and a captidn Smitk 

;::!!^^ Called Acfisuiat dftTboalftiifiv olSuMiloeUy nottntmgioMf * 
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^ho cohiitialided the Portkiid, the boat dvcrlet, and 
<:aptain Smithy ai well as Mrs, Jrnnper^ unhappily loft 
their lives*. Cabtkiri Jumper, &s foon as he haa in fom^ 
degree recovered from this fhock, ag^iti put to fea, and 
in the month of February captured a lai^e French pri- 
vateer, of twenty guns, and feveral other prizes of infe* 
tidt confequence. He continiied during the whole of tHf S 
year employed oh the fame* kind of fervice; and ihthd 
beginning of the month of December engaged and cap-^ 
tured a French ihip of war, called Fougeuxi piierced for 
fixtv and moiinting forty-eight guns, which ftriking on a 
rocfc durin|^ the engagement^ fijrik tb6h afterv^arcls. 
Having in the interval captured fevefal merchant- vefiels 
of fmall note, xm the 22d of the fam^ month he fell in> 
about 30 or 40 leagues to the fouthw^rd of Gapb Clear^ 
with a French' fliip of war, mourning fifty gtfns, ^hidi 
he engaged, and, in all probabHi'ty, wo^ld have taken|^ 
but thit fottie cartridges taking fire on Board the Wey^ 
inouth, blew up the round-houfe, and difabled many of 
the men upon the quarter-deck. During the confirfidk 
occafiofied by this accident, the eftemy kiztd tWe pppo'rm- 
riity of edging away ; but the fire bejn^ prefently extinV 
^uifti^d, captain Jumper purfued^ and once more Wought 
his ^ntagonift to clofe adlron. 

A fecond moft unfortunate event deprived Ci^tziA 
Jumper of that reward his gallantry ceiffehily merited, attA, 
virould, but for that, undoubtedly haye obtained. The 
French fliip endeavouring to pafs ancad of the Weymouth^ 
they both fell on board each other, and- t!he matn-miuft of 
the former carried away the latter*s bolt- fprit;. the loft of 
which was iihmediately followed hf that of all the maflst 
We fcarcely need add the enenpy w^s, by this misfortune"^ 
enabled to make his efcape. Thfe fame totitine of general 
ffood fortune, excepting the little di&ppointm^nls W(^ 
have ?ilready noticed, ftill cohtiniiirig to attend him, iii 
the month of April he captured a privateer, belonging to 
Cranyille, mounting eighteen guns, fix of which ihe had; 
in vain, thrown overboard to accelerate her eibapfe. 

* Mn. Jmnfi^r wai alive when takefri up, \mt died almoii iiiimel 
diately afterwards. 

Dd3 In 
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4M 1*1 VES AND CBARACTSIIS OH 

In the month of July he difpUyed vcmch adroitneft atoi| 
fpirit in the attapk of a Frencn veffel, of which we hav<i^ 
tne fubjoined account, giv^n in a letter written by himt 
^If *• 11^ remained in the fame command during the 
war, whiph did not continue long after this time; and 
was reinoved in the following ye^r into fome othpr Oiip 
pf the line, whofe name is nqt given, although he was 
employed in the fame f|atlon till the acceffion of queen 

»■■ I I ' .y i ' y i' III ■■■■■ ■ iiiii ■ I III . I. ■ I . ■■ iiiy iii n i !■ ■■ ■ iii—.ii 1 11 ■ ■ !■ 

-• «« From on board his majefly^s fiiip tl^e W^mouth, Aug. 19, 1697^ 

** The 19th, \n the mftcraoon, f faw a fail (o lfevar4, betwcep th« 
land of Olonne and St. Martin*^ iQand, and underftpiid, by a Bifca]|^ 
privateer, qf px gnns, whom I (poke ^ith, that it was a French maq 
|>f war; and that there vere feycral othcri crui^dg along the (horCj 
^tveen Belhs Ifle and Bourdeaux, whereupon I er<^ded fail to lee- 
ward to him, primming my fails oq si wind though I went before it, 
that he (hoold not difcover my f^v^p yards, keeping my head to bi|n| 
lind ipakmg a little yaw fometi|ne9 to Qicyr my frencn enCgn. H« 
|(ept his wind to me and braced tq. I (aw feveral fiflier boats^ and to 
Jeeward of them a fleet of about forty fi^il ftan^i'ng into the landJ 
'Another frigate that wa« at anchor under 9 oaftle wdghed and fiood 
pff to us ; and bejieviqg I cpuld beat them both» I brought aU the 
jlrength I coi^ld pp pnplide fpr difpatph : the man of war, fir^ men* 
tioned, coming near, furpe£ied roe, and made fail o£F Qiore ; but I 
out-failed him, and went clofe Vindcf hi^ lee fide. My majn-yaril 
brufliing his main-ihrowds, we a{ked him whence he caine ; and tol^ 
Aim we wtfre fi^ip Breft, a^d he anfwerfd from Rochfort. I kept my 
JFrench enGgn flying to prevent his firing at my mafls till I was nea^ 
ienough ; then put lip the ]^ng)ifli enfign and poi|rp() ^ t^rqadfide in him. 
IMoft of the (l|ot went put on the other iide, killed one lieutenant an^ 
eleven men *, We wounded defperatcly as many more; the captain him- 
lelf being (hot in the belly* I braced my main-top-faii aback; and 
l>efore half the pther round was fired the French Qruck, hejng called 
X' Aurore, pf Rochfprt, the )ung*s fiiig, qpe ye^ old* in the nature of 
pur galleys^ carrying twenty guns on thie upper ^cck, none on tha 
lower deck, but four on the qyarter deck, a)nd between decks fmall 
ports for oars, being the befl failer I eiter met with bv a wind. Having 
Secured the prife I made feady for the other, hut he tacked about ai 
milt and a half from qse, an4 ^V^ ^P the ^ee^ befpre^i^entipnec)* t 
then made a.fignal for tlic prize fp follow me; at^d wc f hafe^ the fleet, 
which flood in, and got into St. Martini before we could reach them* 
J. took this fiiip four leagues $• W. fron) the headland of Olonne^ 
where flic had been watering two days beJFqre. The other was a (hip 
pf twenty guns likewife : and the fleet I underflood came from Bour- 

Ectx, with a convoy of forty- fix guns. . I lay there three days af^r^ 
could fee nothing, except a fow-i)oat, in ^ calniy i^ba was Tent'tq 
yf MfhiX w^ wecci but would not cqme neaff'' 

Anne^ 
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VA VAl OFFICCItS OF GtlAT «ltt4*Am» #«J 

Amic. He was then madecaptain of tKe Lenox, one of the 
Ihips Tent, under fir Qeorge Rooke, on the expedition- 
againft Cadii ; in which attack he, peth^ps, here a greateir 
{)art than any other naval commander, being ordered toT 
cannonade St. Catherine's fort, and cover the landing of 
the troops : a fervice he completely executed, and with* 
rhe moft (birited addrefs. In the loUbwine year he ac- 
companied fir Cloudefley Shovel, to the Nf editerranean i 
and fome time after the iket arrived on that ftation, was 
detached to Scandaroon with a convoy. He came back 
to England in the month of Decem(>er; and in the foU 
lowing year, ftill keeping the command of the Lenox, 
•gain returned to the Mediterranetn with the fleet under 
fir G. Rooke. 

The brttUant fuccefs which crowned this expedition is 
well known; and in every operation the bravery of 
captain Jumper was, iinguiarly * confpicuous. After 
being mod eminently inftrumental to tne redudion of 
Gibraltar, he fignalifed himfelf no lefs remarkably at the 
battle off Malaga, having engaged and driven three of the 
enemy's fhips out of the line. He was dangeroufly' 
wounded in this encounter ; hut was not prevented, w 
that accident, I from continuing in fervice: nor does it 
even appear he ever quitted his (hip on the above account. 
It is a angular circumftance, wortny to'be remarked, that 
he never changed his ihip after the acceffion of queen 
Anne, during his continuance in fervice; a fervice of 
maiiy years continuance. Soon after his return to Eng« 
land he received the honour of knighthood as a public and 

■! ' ■ i j i ■ I ni l » m,m, m ' »f i m I H I I in ia< 

• «< i*|ie adi^irai confliclering that by gaining the fortifications at the 
South Mole Head, be fliould ot confequence reduce the town ordered 
captain Wbit^ker, with all the boats armed, to endeavour to poffefa 
himfelf of it, which was performed with'^preat vigour tad fuccefs by 
captain H>cki and captain Jumper, with their pinnaces and other boats | 
and with the loft only of two lieutenants and forty men killed, and 
about fixty woi^nded, by the fpringing of a mine, that blew up the for* 
lifications upon the Mole t however the confederates kept poflcfBof 
of the platfprp), wllifb tbcy liad made themfelves mafiert of.'* 

Qoycr's Ann. of Q. Annc> 1704« 

The order was no fooner iilbed ipr captain Whi taker to arm the 
|M)ats, than captain Hicks and captain Jumper, who were neareft the 
Idole, pulhed dn (bore with their pinnacesi and a&aally fciied thii 
lortificauons before the icfi could c^m^ np, 

Pd4 hlghlj 
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bigHy d«fefve4 9n«i4& of ^Jip^rpyal approbation of hH 

• Ip xyoj^h^ag^iaTcturncdtp t^eMediteirane^n, which, 
^ilhpugh i| was now Iji^comf^tb^ only pfoWMe i^eat of nav4 
^ari did not, a^r the battlo off Mal^, produce any coa- 
^^» ei^c^Vbejtwcf^ fmall d^a<pho^.enU ^nfl fmgle O^ipSi 
for fu^ waf th|B f xtreme caution of t)ie eiQpmy, that they^ 
<^hofe. rfitheE )to fiiffer tbp combined fleet to continue 
ipafte.r^ of f|iQ fe^> than agai^ even atternpt ^ difpute fos 
its dpinifypn^ Iq piurfuing thU !Qopdu£l tbey^ perhaps^ 
zQitd prudently arid polUlcaliy ; ^d it might be nioi^ 
j^pai a^antags t$ their Ciiyfe:,. tl|aa a V^iin con^e(l for vic-i 
<ory> or eyeft thf? yif^ory itff If, Th^ allied ppwers werq 
sinnuall} compelled to eqgip a formidable fl^er, at<an im-* 
I^QpCe exp^|ice> t«rwatch th^ Oiptions of th?i ^npo^y, while 
that e^^my, without incurrii^g a^y e^pe^ice at ^l^ \cpt 
}i^r (ieet quietjy laid ^% and yet df five4 every advs^i? 
I^Q^^^ept that of QODqpeit, which coul4 be >xpe^e4 
ifeoni it. 

Sir W. Jumper, bow^iyer, a^. well ^s the reft pf his brav^ 
^temporaries, had, i|i cQnfequeoce of thefe a^^fMr^, bu^ 
ixtil^Qfpoit^i^ of fignaliing, thfoif^ves ^fter this time# 
. Amosig Ih^ moft eminent i^ryices of that tio^e wefi9 
thofo of efcorting fteet^ to their diflper^t pfeces of cjeftin 
l\atiq^ ; eoiploytoent^ which, 2^ being yery confequenu?! 
in tl^eir ns^turc, were n?vfa: con&ded but Jo mon oj§ t^ 
moft eftabUihj^ €ha]:a^er, for prudc^nqe and gqo^ cWr 
AxSk'i and ^re therefore to be adduced aS; an yncoatroTef* 
tible proof of worth ; buj whi<?h, nevertl^kf^, mal^e 4 
very indifferent figure in the pag^ o£ hiftoxy. 

In the: mor^th of January 1795-6, h^ comwauided the 
convoy hound from Lifbon for England, which be conr 
{du6ted in fafety to the Downs^ after a profperous paffiigc 
©f elevert days. While he continued at Lifbon waiting 
to colle£l his charge, h^ difplay^d the ftrong^ft proof of 
^is^^l for the fervice of hisi country, and the caufe of 
4h6 arch-duke pharles, having, at the reprefentalion of 
Mr. Methuen, the Br^tiih envoy, at LiflJon, difj^iched 
the Pen^broke, one of the (hip* under his command, to 
Gibraltar, with a fupply of money ; for the want of which 
:lhe garrifon wks ahnod in a ftate of mininy. Althpu^ 
t^is may appear, to fome people, an anecdote almoA taio 
•■'•' ■■'■-■• ' 7 . V ' trjvia^ 
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trivial for infrrtisn; yet» when w^ Qpnfiderthdt by fpl^ 
ritcdly complyina with this rcqMeft, he voluntarily dimi- 
nifhed his own fprce, and attached an additional degree of 
r^ponfibility ta himifelf, which the hraveft nien have 
frequently wilhed to avoid, we may, probably, be induced 
to admit- akoofl; a greater Ihare of merit to this hitherto 
unnoticed tranfa£tion, than to others which have ftoo^l 
ifuich. higher in public efteem. 

in 1706, and again in 170^1 he continued to beeni^ 
ployf d on the fame ftation. Kfturning Ifrocn the Streigbts, 
with Qr ClQudei}ey Shovel,, at th^ end of the latter yeatif 
he W2i8 detached, on the morning of the 22d of OAooer % 
{qk Falmouth, where he arrived in fafety. It is not be* 
lieved that he ever went to fea after this time ; and he i^ 
i^id tq bave been immediately made fuperintembnt 
.c^ the (hips at Chatham, an office finee fupprefled^ an4 
render^ totally unneceflary by the modern appointment 
pf port-admir^. He had a handfome pennon granted 
bim on his retirement from iervice ; and na penbn ap* 
pears to have thought this mark of royal munificf nee, oc 
jpublic gratitude, improperly or extravagaiuUr b^b>wed^ 
)b the yeai 17 14 he was appointed commiflioner of the 
liavy, refident at Plymouth; but did not long enioy M$ . 
new office, dying on the r2th jof March ia tbi^ followii^ 
year. 

"^ KILWNGWORTH, Thomas, ~ was ^fomtU 
f^ommander of the Fpx fireibip on the t^ttvof Februan 
]|69S^. He b^iu^ved with the greateft fipirit^ in the montK 
of j\f ay following, at the battle oiF L;^ Hogue, havinj| 
-grappled a French rear-admiral, who had afterwasdS 
tiie good fortune, through aftonifhing exertions, toi 
f:\^K' htmfelf. This fuccefs, however, on the part of 
Hbe eoemiY, dpes not in the lead diminifh the fplendour o£ 
jpaptain IwilUngworth's attempt, which was (jpiriitedlyand 
j)My ooodui^ed tbro^out* As a reward lor this ver)( 
n^^riiorioua conduiS:, he was Immediately afterwardk 
'{NTcmoted tq the Pearl,, a frigate of thirty gmis, a v^flel 
l^mployi^ pf incipaUy, during the following year, in con-^ 
voying the trad# to^ auod from Hamburgh* In the montli 

^- " ■ ■ ■' ■■ I ■■» . ■■ l" i ^ | 11 i | |>T *iil»« I > |W t 

* On the ^eoio^ o£ that da^r, the nutfoftgne wfajdi. Mei, Ar 
^kmkSkif. ^i a part Q^ the fleet off Scilly, took place. 

of 
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4&S' ITVES AND CRAKACtEtS OF 

df January 1693*4, he was removed into the Sctrhorongh, 
a ihip of the fame rate, and ftationed as a crutfer in th<^ 
|rifh Channel. On the 1 9th of July he unfortunately fett 
ifL with two large private ihips of w:^, one of diem 
mounting i^rty, the other twenty-flx guns. Captain 
IGiiingworth defendled hinifelf, with the ytmoft bravery^ 
a^inft this very unequal force for 9 confi^rabl^ time; 
^ut being s^t length kil]ed| tog^her with thirty of hh- 
l^eopTe, the fhip was c^ompjdlled to (brrender* 

KNAPP, Johp,— was made commander of the Hatf 
Moon lirefhip on thp r^th of February 1692 : in die 
following ye^r he was (iropio^ed to ^he Atrrca, a. new fhip 
cf forty-ftx guns ; but does not appear to have been, em* 
ployed in any confequeptial fervfce tilt the y^r 1694^1, 
when he was fent, in the month of OAeLber> to ^onyoy 
Ae fleet bound to New ^ngtjand.. He had fcarcely ctezrea 
the Channel when he ft" in wtth three laij;c French 
]privatefrs, one of them a two decked (hip mounting fiftjf^ 
^ns-; tjie other two, frigat^r built ycflcls, one of thirty, tho 
other of twenty-four guns. Captain Knstpp refolutety 
engaged thein all^ and fought his fhip with (o much Ipiri^- 
and good cond^fl tfa^t the enemy^ were ^kd to^ flieer 0IF9 
sfter an adion of three hours continuance^ and' make zVf 
the fail they could to efcape. The Africa was noe, in-^ 
^d, in a condition to purfue them : ihe had received fix 
much chihage in her mafts and rigging as to be obliged to 

im into Corunna to refit ; after having fecured the feveral 
lips under her convoy, aiid djrefied them to proceed on 
Acir voyage. This order they complied with, and arrived 
at their feveral places of deftination, widiout cxperieivring 
tny farther moleilation. 

In confequence of the fpirited conduA above-relatedji 
and the fucc^fs which attended it, captain Knapp wa% 
pronK^ed, foon after his return to England, to the com-; 
snand of the Monmouth^ of feventy guns,^one of the ihipa 
attached, during tbat^ and the enuiiag year, to the mam 
£eet; a fervice in which there was, at that time, but tittle 
opportunity of acquiring renown. After the peace at 
Ryfwic he ftill continued in commiifion, being apjpointed 
to command one of thofe ihips which prudence indiKed 
government to keep always in a ftate of equipment fit ^r 
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fiainiediate fervicci iii cafe of a fudden ihfvUt, or attack^ 
^om France, or any other foreign power. 

On the acceflion of queen Anne he was made com^ 
ipander of the Expedition, a thin) rate of feventy guni^ 
fent, under fir George Rooke, in 1702, to the Mediter^ 
ranean. When the enterprize againft Cadiz was aban^ 
cloned, he was, in the month of September, detached^ 
under commodore, afterwards fur Hovenden Walker, t<» 
the Weft Indies. Soon after thp arrival of the fquadron 
^t Barbadoes, captain Knapp was difpatched back to £ng* 
land, with fix Eaft India mips, which had put in thereto 
feek a convoy. He conduced home this valuable char^ 
in fafety, ana was foon afterwards promoted to the Nor- 
folk, of eighty guns. In 1704 he again failed for the 
Mediterranean, under fir George Rooke, and behavej 
With the greateft gallantry at the battle off Mala^. Soon 
after his return to England he retired from this line of 
fervice, ^nd was appointed mafter-attendant at Deptford^' 
fin ofiice he continued to hold till his death, whicn hap*- 
pened fometime in the year 1708. 
^ LITTLETON, Edward,— was appointed captain of 
the Thomas and Elizabeth firefhip on the 17th of Ffr» 
bruary 1692. In the following year he was made cap* 
tain of the Smyrna Fador, of forty guns, one of the ihips 
fent, in the month of July, to cfcort the unfortunate fleet 
bound to the Streights. On his return from this unhapmr 
expedition he was promoted to the Afliftance, a fourm 
rate, a fliip employed principally as a cruifer, aiid in fer- 
vices where it was next to impoflible to acquire renowiu 
In December 1694, he was advanced to the com* 
inand of the Montague, a third rate, and in the enfuing 
fpring fent commodore of a fmall fquadrpn ftationed to 
cruiie at the entrance of the Channel. In this fervice he 
laet with fome fuccefs, particularly having, in the month 
of March, fallen in with a fleet, confiftine of upwards of 
thirty fail, of which he captured feveral, and difperfed - 
the remainder in fuch a manner that the greateft part of 
them were picked up by the privateers. He was 
afterwards removed into the Oorfetmire, of feventy guns^ 
IB which (hip he died on the 2d of January i695->6. 

LYELL, Thomas,— was, on the 19th of Aug. 1699^ 
appointed commander of the Prudeiicci hired ibip of war 

of 
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of forty-two gimtk, a veflll employed, during this and tlw 
following year, in convoyrng the coal trade to and fronj 
tbe northward. Nothing farther is known of this gcAtle* 
man except that, in the month of Augufl 1696^ he was^ 
commander of the Milford, a cruifing frigate, at that timc^ 
laying in Yarmouth roads. Intelligence being received* 
by hifn that a fmall French privateer was cruifing to the 
northward, and had done incredible mifchief to tbet 
coaOing trade, having taken and ranfomed many verflelfr 
within a very fhort fpace of tiiuc, he determined- 
to g(> in queft of her. To have purfued her in. the 
Milford would have been of no effefl, the privateer not 
cuily beii^ one of the feiieft. facing reikh evier known at 
that time^ but alfo, from her diminutive fi^xb and fmal) 
^alight of water, having it always inker power to efeape 
hf keeping clofe along ihore whitiier the frigate could 
Slot USow her. Recorarfe, therefore^ i^rm to be had to ftra-» 
tagem; aad a fmall £tihing boat being inftaivtly «quippe4 
ac^ manned by captain Lyell, with a chofen crtsw fromi 
the frigate, he himfelf accompanying them as then^ com«^ 
SStiander,. he put ta fea and £oon gor 5ght of the eti^niy^ 
ivko, deceived by appearances,, fell into the fauvs, was 
boadrded, and quickly taken. This* fpirited tictte entey^ 
petfe is, w^have adircadyobrfdrved, all the iirfbirmatron we 
li»re been aUe to eolle& rdative to this gentleiiiaiir fov' 
iidoe!^ not even aprpear at what time he died; 

MA.UND, ChriftofAer,— vras^ on' the a9tteof Jkiitrnty 
z£>92,ianpmnted commandeer (^ the Diamond frigate, thenk' 
itttbe Weft Indies>,a»fucceflbT tot:aptain Richard Cotf<Jn^ 
Being in; a \tery fhort time^ afterwards removed intb* the? 
Aatelbpe,.he died commaitdei< of tha^ fliip on the 17th oif 
Maich foitowing. 

MKSTEER,. Geojtge^-^wa» ai gentleman of DtrtcK or 
Germsm- extaradionv Entering into the Engltffi^ ifavy, her 
wias, after paffingf through, the ftviemi' fuhonjinate rauS^^ 
iHsder captain, of the Lumiey Cadle, of fifty- fix gutls^ ad 
the i^h o£Sept£mteiTit692; butthisfhipcloesnorappeap 
to. have been^ready^ for fea^ til) the month of January fol* 
lowiiig.. In thermoath of Jbne* he wiis fent,. under tbe' 
orders of fir Gewge* R(X)ke, to' conVoy the Smyrna zn^ 
Stfieightsfleetsi The misfortune which?attended them iVe 
havr bad( tim irequeixr oooafi'on^ to xelalb; Ue< was> ibme>f 

time 
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titae af^cwa^ds reoKwed into the Covcutryy a.&ig$it9 «in* 
ployed as a croifer in the Chaonel. In this kind of fer* 
xiqe he met with tolerable fuccefs, having, parfaculady hi 
the yQar 1695, not only captured feveral fmall pri^ateod 
"which had loi^ infdlea the coai}, but retaken fome \ctkh 
vhichtheyhad naadeprizeof. Intbecftonthof Decemberhit 
"Vi^s fent tD'the Streights, under the orders of coonnodoi^ 
Moody, with- a cqnvoy ; and, on his return from this feth 
vicci WW difpatched to the Weft Indies> where he-disd 
<K) the iith erDecemb^ 1696. 

P£DD£JR.> Andrew,-*— was appointed captnin of tfa» 
Swift Prize, a frigate of twenty-four guns, on the 3d of 
July 1 692. He was appointed ailing captain of this ihip 
ibaie. tiine before, as wefifid him, in the month of. April 
pi^sceding, Oiled captain of this fhip, and emplojjed, uskMt 
4;aptain Price, in the Smyrna Merchant, in, convoyin^^t 
flpeit of tranfports bound for Irek»id*. He did not loiif 
continue in this (laition, being, in the month of Decemberi 
f)r!omoled to the Greenwich, of fifty-four guns. This 
ihip was a^tiiched, during the following year, to the main 
fleet; a ftation which, at leaft during that period, siSovdti' 
ao o|»pomiAity of acquiring renown, or eiicrealing repu* 
tatiOB. His merit, however, as^an officer, was very foot 
t^^kcff^nptice of even in that pafCve kihd of f(?rvice in 
iivfadch 'we .fin4 him at this time engaged, for he was, in 
tbs oiontii of Jiily, advA&ced' to the co^ximand of the 
£dgfMr> of feventy-^two guns. How lo$g. he continued 
«ptaija.of thisftip isnot kuoMfc^j but, in 1695, we find 
bim in the Hwiplen Court, a third rate of fevienty gtms> 
f)ne o( the {hi|>s belonging to the main fleet. He was 
fuperce<^d in the comjnand of this fhip in the. iponth of 
MarcK 16^5-6.; on what frivolous account is not known* 
It is, howeivcr* certain, th^t it was liot on any ground 
that aifib^ed his charader eif^r as an officer or a manv 
for he was immediately afterwards recommended by fir 
Ckwdtefley Shovel, who ^^ never known but as the pa- 
- tron.of intrinfic worth, to admiral Ruffel, at that time hrft 
c<?miniffiOAer of the aclrairakyj *^ asa^erydefervingptrjm 
to, have, afiti/hfr c{iwmwnd.'* This recommendation, fo 
highly hoooUrablo to the charader of the man in whofe 



* See Gapette, No. 6761, 
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l&vouif it was given, was properly aftehded to by adthjj^ 
Suflel; but| ftrange to fa^, without fdccefs^ at lead fb^ 
fbme confiderable time; for. In the month of Dectoiber 
following^ we find a letter written by him^ to fir Clou- 
tfefley, on the gentiral alatm; otidifionM at that timeb/ 
Ae profped of the French invafion; in Whkh he iifes the 
fbllowingfTtohj^ ihSt remarkable expreAion; ** I have 6r- 
cfered (raptain Belwood, and captain Pedder tb go down t(> 
jrou ; I think them both verjjp gofbtf meif; and have lon^ 
bboured in vain to have them reftored td their eniploy-" 
InentSi I think their Corftant forwardnefs, to go where 
ttere may be any probability of fertice^ will remove thai 
iKfiicultY." . 

Mr< Rufler^ ifot^reft prevailed^ ho#evei^,i fdofl sifter thi^ 
iSmt ^ abd cabtain Pedder was appointed to command thS 
Kingftom Me was eibhplbyed in this {hip about iht year 
9690, und^t admiral Aylmer, in the Stretghts| aind conti- 
mned captain of the fame Vefl^I tilt a fhort time before thtf 
Mceflion of qiieen Atme^ when he wiis a{)pointed to thd 
Chichefier^ of feventy guns, aiid fent to the Weft Indies^ 
Ivhere he died fome time in the year 1 702* 

PERRY, John,— '•was appointed cpniitiah^ei' t>f th* 
tKrner'sLove fireihip on the i7th of February 16924 
£arl¥ in the following year he viras fent, in this ihip, to 
Ai& Weft Indies^ under the command of fir F. Wheeler^ 
where he waS» fome tlme^ afteiwalrds, temtyved ihtb the 
Cygnet, alfi> a firelbip. In this velfel ht halt the misfor- 
tune to be captured by the enemy ; an accident which ap^^ 
pears ta have been attended with circumftances littl6 
ledbunding ta his honoun His condud being enquired 
into by a court-martial, he was fentenced to be difmifled 
the fervice, and imprifoned> as it is faid, for life* ' He wail 
xeleafed after the acceflion of queen Anne, when he had 
Jufi^red ten years imprifonment { but viras noiver reftored 
|o his rank as an officer*. 

However he might have failed in the duties of his pnM 
feffion, he was in other refpeSs a man of coafidexablA 
ability and in^nuity* After his releafe he undertook tcf 
bank out the Thames, which had inundated an es^tenfive 
track of land in the county of Eflex. In this attempt ha 
fucceeded by dint of perfeverance, and that fteady conduft 
which ever mark& a great mind, not ta be baiRed by dif- 

appwiunentj 
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ii|)poilitinent, or di(beartened by the want of fuccefs iii 
the beginning of an undertaking. He died in a verj 
yivanced age on the 19th of February 1733. 

SHOVEL, John J— was, on the tath of September 
1692, appoint^ c^ptaiin of Ae Smyrnia Fador, an hired 
ihip of war Hdioonting fdrty guns« In the following year 
he was pronribtdd to cothmand the Diike, of ninety guns, 
tinder Mr« afterwards (ir David Mitchell^ who had hoifted 
fiis flag on board that fliip as rear-admiral of the bliiel 
We hear nothing farther of him till the year 1695, whea 
he was appbinted captain of the Expedition,, of feventj 
guns. Fh continued to command this (hip, and ^vi^yt 
belonged to the main fleet till the time of his death, whicli 
haj^ned on the nth of April 1697. Pr^"^ ^be fim!li« 
tilde of names he moft probably was a relation to the 
great fir Cloudefley, but this is not known with a fuffii> 
cient degree of certainty to warrant our poiitive aflertioA 
4>fit* 

- STEWART, James,— was appointed commander <€ 
the Flame firelhip on the 16th of Febrtfaty i6g2: he 
continued in the ^me command during that and the fol- 
lowing year. He foon afterwards fo far attraded Ae 
notice of fir Cloudefley Shovel as to be recommended bf 
him to the command of the Cambridge, of eighty gutis;^ 
On board this (hip he himfelf hoifkd his flag as fecond 
in command of the fleet under lord Berkeley, of Stcattoo^ 
x^hich was employed during this year in the attacks of die 
fmaller French ports. When the feafon became too far 
advanced for any farther operation, fir Cloudefley again 
jhtmdtly interefted himfeli ♦ to procure captain Stewart 
the command of the Dutchefs, of ninety guns ; to which, 
ihip he was, in coofequence, appointed the latter end o£ 
Auguft 1695. 

' When the fleet was ready for fea in the following 
vear, and fir Clbudefley was about to hoifl his flag on. 
hoard the Queen, as admiral of the blue, he again applied 
$0 the hoard for captain Stewart to have the command of 

* He wrote fcveral very prefling letters on this bead to the boifd 
•f admiralty ; the rood forcible of which is flated on the 14 th of An^ 
goft 1695, and tppeari tp have almoft immediately produced tbt 

*•■•-''•' ' ^ that 
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tbatfhlp; a re,que(l which was immediately grantee^. . tn 
itic year i6$7*, little expeditions being formed of the 
vptriXiafis dt the graiid fleet, and the conduct adopted by 
the enemy ift pfolccuting the war appearing to forebode 
fcilt little riec^flity for it eVen to put to fea, captain 
SreWaft i^aS removed, ih the month of April following, 
Into the Expeditiori, of feveniy guns, as fucceflbr to cap- 
tain Jdhn SnoveK tii this (hip he fingularly diltinguii(hed 
hitfrfef in the month of Auguft following *. The peace 

. at 

' " . 1 T I * .1 ' l M U \«9 » . 4 

^ Extrafl of a IcHer frum on board his majcfty's (hip Efpedkkkt^^ 
captain Jaiaes Stewart coromaadcr, Au^. fi6» 1097. 

** Oq Sttfidty the asd. t^ fttpt appoirod ^ wiwhiiml betrtd^ 
down. upon us with all the lai) they covld make. Towards cv6<iia^ 
they came fair up with us; and when a random fliot could reach them 
^ft fered athwart the headmolf, fpreading our colours. They bofn 
|Miie(!d'ti^a«d fte#ed Englifii ce^ouH; Ctfptiiiii StewaH (Ordered hr» 
third lieutenant in a boat to difcover what they were. Beinff tbeil 
very, fair wcAther, and little wind, be haM ttk Icbtt, yho anKvtred 
(im the Weymputb, and that the other Ihip was the Lenox. We 
iad iicrfatihe^ doubt of their being French: we (l^pd our courfe all 
sight lAMlef otir t6p*(ails; afnd they kept cottip^y. 

« Abtet B^ «*dl«ck on M<»«dty ndrninr tbey'b6th bdfe Mtn tipd^t 
^tor bRboani M^} the. bi|^ a Kitle ahead df tha ^ber ;. aad by tftftif 
li^Drkiog we could eafilyju^ their inceltioli wa» l^ ky «8 oa- b^ard* 

EC biggei!, a ftip oF Cxty or (ixty-four guns, came along our fide 
ng great and fm^tl (hot; but we gave her fuch warm entertalnmuil 
aM ffl^ fbiiftd it mtftt contenfreht to fheer out ahe^ of ta. Aipt 
wfled^tliiro Mtm ^ifllHkt #iM, we bad tine' enfobgH t6 ^ bdr 
tottr eacira broad&ea^ vrttb roiwidand partridge fraiaf a^oft^ aniraMbl^ 
from our lower tier^ few of wbichy we bcl^ve,jnificd, being not a||Ov^ 
taff a cables length from us. JBy this time me was (not out a llttl€ 
afti^ad. The other, a lAip of fifty or fifty-four g;uns, was up with our 
daarter, whoitt vrt treMcM in the tahn marmer; and oblig^d^ by thd 
Acatiof ovr fid>e, t6 Ibber out abaad of us, tffter hit GimfHtAdn. Jn^ 
mediately after they both wore round and attacked us on the fiat^Nn/tt 
(ide^ where they- found tb6 like reception ; and their they both ibMred 
^t afiern of us, between us and the Society, an bo^ital Ihip in oaf 
^Otoipany, endeavouring to cot her off frOM vli. tfpb'n this we vore 
jiaiind after them; and iht kbfpital ihip pni^itly ({i(i^?ngii^' ber !q7 
^ickly came near us) but e*:b of tbeih had ftiStd^^lbfoMd^ upaH 
her, killed captain Chapman the commander, and wounded fevetf 
of-hfs men : then ibey bortr kTOf their wln^, and a KnTe after bracei 
K). We flood on oor way witlr ouf top-laiis; 'and fitted our rif^g 
Befieving they would be with us agam in a lictle time iconridertag tM 
advantage of force was fo much on their fide i but tbc^ Uh mat, Tht 
whole (hfputd laHcd not above an houri but was pretty Mtp^ Attj^uf 

•fficcra 
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It Ryfwic taking place almoft immediately afterward$ 
the Expedition was put out of c6mmiffion, and captain 
Stewart does not appear to have held any other command 
till after the acceffioh of queen Anne, when he was, 4 
third time, appointed to be captain to fir Cloudefley 
Shovel, who had hoifted his flag on board the Queen. He 
was one of the members of the court-martial,, of which fir 
Cloudefley was prefident, held in the month of July, at 
Spithead, for the trial of fir John Munden. 

Sir Cloudefley being, not long after this, difpatched 
tvith a ftrong fquadron of twenty (hips to reinforce fir 
George Rooke, captain Stewart accompanied him on that 
expedition : but the capture of Vigo, which was the par- 
ticular fervice in which this force was fent to co^^perate^ 
being accompliflied before the jun£kion took place, we 
meet with no occurrence relative to him worth comme- 
morating. In the following year fir Cloudefley, who 
was appointed commander-in-cnief in the Mediterranean^ 
removed his flag into the Triumph, and Mr. Stewart 
accompanied him as firft captain. The events of this ex- 
pedition are equally uninterefting with thofe of that part 
of the former, in which fir Cloudefley's divifion was con- 
cerned. In the following year the admiral again re« 
moved his flag into the Barneur ; and that friendfliip which 
had fo long fubfifled between himfelf and captain Stewart 
ftiil continuing undiminiflied, the latter accompanied hini> 
and was appointed to the above fliip. He did not, at the 
battle off Malaga, lofe the fmallefl part of that credit aitd 
reputation which we have feen him already acquire : in 
this, which was the laft coiifequential fervice in which he 
was engaged, he behaved with the moft diflinguiflied i-efo- 
lution ; and, had that been poflible, would, on this occa** 
fion, have added conflderably to his former laurels. He 
unhappily did not long furvive this well-known conteft^ 
dying, on the 17th of February 1704-5, on board the 
fiarfieur, continuing, till the laft hour of his life, thecon<» 
ftant friend ^nd companion of his brave and ever-to-bcr 

officers and (hips company behaved thcrofelvcs very well. We Jiai 
thirteen men killed outright, and thirty-nine wounded. Lieutenant 
Coker is (hot through the thigh, but it is hoped will recover. Wo 
were, when we fought, twenty-four leagues l^.S.W from Scilly." 

Vol. II. E c revered 
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fevered patron. It is heedlefs to add any eulogluni oA 
the chara£ler of a man, who had merit enough to acquire 
the friendfhip^ as well as the cfteem of fo great and re- 
nowned a perfon as admiral Shovel. 

VINClENT, Samuel,— was appointed commander of^ 
the St. Paul fireihip on the ift of June 1692. He re-^ 
mained in this veffel for the remainder of the above year, 
as alfo during that which next enfued* No farther 
notice is taken of him in any public or private account we 
have feen, till after the death of king William,, except 
that in the interim he commanded ibme ihip of the Une/ 
And continued in commiflion, as captain of a veiTel of 
that defcription during the peace. We iind him, imme-^ 
diately after the acceffion of queen Anne, captain of the 
Falmouth of forty-eight guns, one of the Weft Indian, 
iquadron, at that time under the command of vice-admi«* 
ral Benbow, at the well-known and difgraceful engage* 
ment with the French fquadron under Du Cafle. He 
was one of the two commanders * whofe fteady condufl: 
afid proper behaviour prevented the vice-admiral from 
falling a facrifice to the daftardy or treachery of the reft 
of the captains, who were then under his orders. But 
although he was happily not involved in their guilt, ^ he 
was tried by a court-martial, held fbon after the return 
of the fquadron to Jamaica, for having acceeded to the 
general refolution of the majoritv, and figned a paper, in 
conjundion with them, difliiading the vice-admiral from 
continuing the a£lion. 

He alkdged, in his defence, that he was induced to this 
latter ftep merely through the fear, that the promoters of 
that advice would, in cafe of a renewal of the a&ion, 
wholly defert, and leave the admiral and the Falmouth, a 
prey to the French. Mr. Benbow himfelf, though at 
that time in fo weak a ftate that his life was defpaired of, 
and with reafon, as he adually died in lefs than a month, 
neverthelpfs appeared on the captain's behalf, and bore 
very honourable teftimony to the courage and conduft he 
had difplayed during the engagement. The court-mar- 
tial, therefore, compelled to find him guilty of a faft, 

* * The other was captain George Waltoo, at that time commander] 
of the Ruby. 

which 
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"which he himfelf confefled, and to which the pun&tlios 
and laws of fervice attached a degree of criminality, 
were induced, from the confideiation of the propriety of 
the defence, and the charafter given of this gentleman by 
the brave admiral who had been a witnefs to his condu£l^ 
to pafs a fentence on him which amounted to little more 
than a reprimand, " That he fhould be fufpended from 
his command, but that this fufpenfion fhould not take 
place till his royal highnefs, the lord high admiral, had 
been pleafed to confirm that fentence,, and fend orders 
from England for it to be carried into execution.*' 

The time and duration of this fufpenfion being thus left 
in the breaft of prince George, he lent orders to remove 
him from his command for om day only. By this meafure 
lie prudently fupported the judgment^ of tne court, and 
taught fucceeding commanders, that the moft trivial breach 
or deviation from the ftrifteft line of duty, either In the 
time of aflion or otherwife, could not be overlooked ; at 
the fame time, that the very flight degree of puniih- 
ment infli£):ed on this occafion, fomewhat paradoxically 
appeared as an honour, as it certainly was a proof of his 
highnefles full approbation of his conduft in every other 
panicular, fave and except the point in quefl:ion. 

Captain Vincent, therefore, ftill continued in his 
former ftation, and became, by the death of Mr, Benbow 
and the condemnation of captain Kirby, the fenior captain 
of the.fquadron, the command of which had now de- 
volved on rear-admiral Whetftone. He was detached by 
him, in the month of March, with half the fliips to the 
fouthward, while the admiral-himfelf flood weftward with 
the remainder. 

An attack had been projefted on Petit Guavas and 
Leogane. This had been formerly attempted, and failed 
of fiiccefs, under Mr. Benbow, the enemy efcaping 
on one fide as he himfelf entered the port on the other. 
This new fcheme totally preventing the repetition of the 
fame manoeuvre on the part of the entftny, caufed the 
fuccefs of the expedition, and the capture or deflruftioh 
of all the enemy's fhips in the ports above-mentioned, a 
confiderable part of thefe fell into capt^ Vincent's hands*. 

After 

♦ •* Commodore Whetftone failed for Petit Guavas and leogaoc^ 

as the Gulph of Hifpaniola; and for the better prcvcatiag any fhips 
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After W$ return from the Weft Indies we frear nothirtg 
of him till the year 1709, at whrch time he commanded 
the Newark, of eighty guns, one of the ftips>mrployed on 
the home ftation. The different fervices in which he way 
^concerned have very little intereft to recommend them to 
the public; and nothing but the wifli of relatkijg^ on all 
occafions, every particular that can be coIIefl:ed7 induces 
tts to partrcnlarife them. 

In the momh of Auguft fir John Leake, commander- 
in-chief of the fleet, ferft him as commodore of i fmaff 
ftuadron, bf four fait, to accompany admiral Baker tO' 
Cork, as a reinforcement to his fquadron was becnnie 
TiecefTary, in confeqnence of monfieur Db' Guai Trotrin 
l>eing at fea with a force of fourteen fliips. On captaia 
Vincent's return from thence his (hip was oblrged to be 
^aken into dock to be cleaned and refnted : and as foon aB* 
this was accomplifhcd he was again ordered to put to fea^^ 
to meet and efcort rnto port the fleet daily expe^ed from' 
Ihe Weft Indies. He railed from Plymouth on the roth 
of Oftober*, having under his command a fquaJronr 
tonfifting of three third, with as many fourth rates, an^ 

efcaping out of that bay, he divided his fquadron, and fcnt captakr 
Vincent, with one half, to the foath fide, whiflc he himfcif ftcered, vithr 
the reft, to the northward. As he had conjpi£lured, three French ptu 
vateersy upon tlie appearance of captain Vincent, and the <lhi^s Mritly 
him, immediately Itood away to tne northward, and fo eame in the 
commodore's view ; whereof one of twelve, and another of fourteen* 
gifns were chacfed a(hore and burnt ; and the third, of ten guns, wat 
taken. In the mean time captain Vinctitt, with his boats, rowed, iii 
the night, undifcovered*, into the cul, where there )ay four lhips> 
whereof the biggeft was formerly taken from us, and was called the 
8elwini ihe had her full ca^o, and was richly hden, but all her fails 
were on Chore. Our boats burnt one, funk anotber^ and towed out t 
- third, which was a confort of the other privateers; thc.Tourilr was 
boarded by one of oUr boats, but, by accident, blew ufr. This- 
alarmed the enemv in thofe parts; and it put them under gi'eat cdn* 
fiernation to fee the (hips burning thus on both (ides of the bay. The 
fquadron looked in^O Port au Paix, a harbour on the north fide, to'fee 
it there were any (hips there, but found none. Thefe four privateers^ 
which have been taken and burnt, were all they had, and were dc- 
figoed to (ail with five hundred men to the north fide of Jamaica^ to 
make a defircntt imd to.piunder and dtlboy the aountry."' 

Gazette, No. 39^6; 

^ Campbell fay« earlier in the inomb,-bttt4n thts^ he is miftaRen. ' 
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spears to have executed the lervice, on ^hich he wai 
Cent, with the greatefl diligence and punduality. }jq 
afterwards was jained by lord Durfly, vice-admiral of thf 
white, and continued tinder his conunand during the re-^ 
mainder of the year. After he quitted the Newark^ 
which he did not long after this time, he appears to hav^ 
retired totally from the fervice. He furvivedmany years^ 
aot dying till the 27th of SeptenAer 1729, 

WAGER, Sir Charles, — was one of thofe truly ami* 
able acid praife- worthy perfons, who, by dint of their owfi 
proper merit, unaflifted by friends, relatives, orin&uencei 
have attained the highefi reputation in their profef^ 
fion, s^nd^ in a civil line, have executed the moft canfe-^ 
quential oiBces of the fta^e, not only without incurring 
cenfure and reproach, but having alfo, in the mod monaeQ** 
tous concerns, and arduous undertakings, acauitted thom-^ 
felves to the adnuration of all, have at lau died, whei| 
full of years and glory, as univerfally regretted, am) 
ianaentod, as they lived beloved* 

He was appointed captain of the Ruz^e firefhip on tb^ 
7th of June 1692; but was very foon afterwards prpr 
moted to the Samuel and Henry armed (hip, of forty- tour 
guns, in which he was fent, in the followiag fpring> t^ 
convoy the fleet bound to New England. No man, per^ 
haps, had ever fewer opportunities of diftin^ifhing him^ 
ielf during the early part of his fervice, little jnentioo 
being noade of him during the reign of king William, ex^ 
oept that he commanded the Woolwich of fifty-four gun^ 
in the year 1695, ^"^ was employed, under fir Cloudeiley 
Shovel, in the Channeh We believe he continued to 
command this fliip during the enfuing peace, or, if not, h^ 
was removed into fome other ihip at the line, as we fin<| 
him to have held fuch a ftation in the year 1699. Not 
long after the acceilion of queen Anne he was appointe^^ 
captain of the Hampton Court, of feventy guns, and was 
fent to cruife on the coaft of France, in the month of 
April 170^, as commodore of a fmall fquadron, confid* 
ing, befides his own ihip# of three fourth rates an^ twQ 
frigates. In this fervice he met with but indiflTerent fiic^ 
cefs, the French having had the precaution to keep their 
trading (hips in port, fo that he only captured a fmall 
grm^d veffcl, mouuting fourteen guns. He afterwards 

£ c 3 acconj* 
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tccompanicd fir Cloudcfley Shovel to the Mediterranean 
in the fame year, being ftationed in the line as one of the 
feconds to rear-admiral Byng, afterward^ lord Tor ringt on. 
He commanded the fame (hip, during the following year, 
tinder fir George Rooke ; but does not appear to have been 
concerned either in the aflault and capture of Gibralter, or 
the battle off Malaga, he having been detached, a few days 
before the aSion took place, as part of a fquadron of ten 
Englifli and ten Dutch (hips of war for Terceres, under 
the command of the Dutch rear-admiral, Vander Dufllen* 
He continued after this time to be employed principally 
on the Mediterranean ftation ; and, in 1706, we find him 
one of the hoftages exchanged, by fir J. Leake, with the 
viceroy of Majorca, pending the treaty of capitulation 
then on foot for the furrender of that ifland. 

His regular and conftant attention to every point of his 
duty, his perfeffc knowledge of it in every branch, whe- 
ther confidered in the light of an officer, or a feaman, raifed 
him to the higheft reputation, and procured him that de- 
gree of confidence, both of minifters and the people, 
which was never exceeded by thofe who had happily met 
with the moft Angular opportunities of acquiring renown. 
Mis appointment, therefore, to the chief command of the 
fquadron fent, in 1707, to the Weft Indies, wasasftrong 
a proof of the difcernment, and integrity of thofe, under 
wnofe aufpices he was nominated to this ftation, as it was 
honourable to himfelf, undiftinguifhed in that line which 
jgenerally creates popular favour, to be fele£ted for fo high 
a truft. 

He failed from Plymouth on the loth of April, having 
tinder his orders nine (hips of war, with which he was to 
convoy to the Weft Indies a flpet of forty-five merchant- 
(hips. His rank in the fervice, at the time he failed, was 
only that of captain of the Expedition, of feventy guns ; 
but he had, by his commiffion, the privilege of appointing 
a captain under him, and hoifling a broad pendant as 
commodore, when clear of the Channel. He ufed the 
litmoft diligence in the proteftion of his charge to the fe- 
veral places of their deftination ; and this proper care and 
attention was rewarded with the fatisfaftion, that it proved 
completely fuccefsful. On his arrival in the Weft Indies 
his firft care was to provide for the fecurity of the Britifti 
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fettlempnts; where he introduced fuch prudent regul^u 
tions, and was fo attentive, on all occafions, to the pro* 
teftion of commerce, that both the colonies themfelves 
and their trade flouriflied more, during his continuance on 
that ftation, than they ey,er had done during the prefent 
war, OiT that which preceded it in the reign of Jking 
Willi^na. 

In the month of December following he receivefi ;ad* 
vice, that the celebrated French chef d'efcadre, Du Cafle, 
Was daily expeftcd in the Weft Indies with a fquadron of 
very great force, deftined, as it was generally fup£ofcd, 
for the attack of Jamaica. This apprehenfion quickly 
paflcd away, as certain information arrived, that his ert- 
iT^nd, in that part of the world, was to the Havannah, to 
<:onvoy from thence the galleons bound to Spain, whofe 
whole marine was, at that time, in fuch a wretched ftate, as 
to be unequal to the proteftion of fo valuable a treafure. 

The commodore immediately formed a projefl: of 
attacking the galleons before they had joined their pro- 
testors, as monfieur Du Cafle's force was too great for 
him to expe£k the fmalleft fuccefs afterwards. Camp* 
|;>ell9 who appears to have parefully confidered the cha- 
rafter of this great man, y^ry properly obferves, that the 
jidea of making this bold attenipt did not originate fron> 
the hope of enriching himfelf, but merely ffom a defire 
of doing his duty, and effei^ing every thing that was in his 
power againft the pnemy, The route of the galleons 
was well known to Mr, W^g^r : they werp to fail fronts 
Porto Bello to Carthagena, and from thence to the Ha-r 
yannah, where the French comipander was to receive them, 
Mr. Wager in confequence, refolved to fend as many fhips 
as he could fpare over to the Spanifli main to watch the 
enemy, and, if poflible, procure fome information of theii* 
intended motions. 

With the remainder, which he hiirifelf thought a fuf, 
ficient force to cope yvith the Spaniards, he hin^felf put to 
fea ^bopt the ipicfdle of January on a cruife, He conti, 
nued out tjll the n^onth of March, except that about the 
jniddle of February he put into the ifle oiTPines to procure 
a fupply of wood and water. Abou^ the 14th of Marcl\ 
}ie received intelligence, from captain Humphry Pudner, 
>v)io commapded th? Severn, one of his cruifing Ihips, tliat 
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the galleons were not to /ail from Porto Bcllo till the ift 
of May. Induced by this circumftance, added to advicc( 
that the Spaniards knowing him to fee on the coaft, were 
completely on their guard and would, probably, ufe fuch 
precautions, to preferve their fhips, as fliodd baffle his 
utmoft diligence and aftivity, he refolved to return to 
Port. Royal. He hoped, by this manoeuvre, that the 
Spaniards, lulled into a delufive fecurity by the knowlege 
of his departure, might proceed with lefs caution, and he 
might thence be able to poflefs himfelf of the galleons be- 
fore advice of his return fliould reach them. 

The commodore was not otherwife totally unfuccefsful 
during his laft cruife: indeed it would have been particularly 
unfortunateif the very lipgularaftivityand zeal hedifplajred 
for the fervice, had been fo. The Expedition, his fhip, 
needed fome repairs before it was concluded, and wa$ 
obliged to be fent to Port Royal. On this occafion ho 
Shifted his pendant into the itingfton and continued at 
fea ; in confequcnce of which conduft feveral very valu^ 
able prizes were taken by different fhips, two of them by 
himfelf. 

All the fhips that could be got ready for fea, which 
confifled only of the Expedition, Portland, Kineflon, anc| 
a firefhip being equipped, the commodore failed from Port 
Royal on the 14th of April. He encountered a dreadful 
ftorm the beginning of May, in which fome of his fhips, 
particularly the Expedition, experienced much damage : 
but not to be difcouraged by any accident that did not 
totally incapacitate him from fervice, he repaired this mif^ 
fortune, as well as he could, at fea, and continued his 
cruife. The confiderable time which elapfed before he got 
fight of his expeSed prize made him fearful left it fhould^^ 
by fome means or other, have efcaped him : at length, on 
the 28th of May, all thefe vain fears vanished, by his dif- 
covering, at day-break, two fhips ftanding in for Cartha- 
gena, which were, by noon, encreafed to Seventeen . Tfio 
enemy, confident in their fuperior numbers, and, in fome 
degree, even contemning the fmall force of the Englifh^^ 
feemed rather carelcfs and indifferent whether to fight, or 
endeavour to cfcape. They held on their courfe but 
without crouding fail, imagining their numbers would 
deter the Englift commodore from purfuing them.* In 

this 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KAVAt OFMCERS OF CREAT BRITAIN. i^ 

this they were miftakcn. Findihg themfelves purfued; 
and that' towards cvcnii^ they could not weather Baru, a 
fmall ifland in thtir paflage to their deftined port, they 
formed a kind of line, and refolutely determined to con*, 
teft, and end the matter at once. 

The three moft valuable ihips, that is to fay, thoft 
which had the fpecie on board, were diftinguiflied asadmi* 
rals or commander^ ftips. The largeft, carrying a white 
pendant, was in the center; flie was in force not at all 
inferior to the Expedition : fhe mounted, indeed^ only 
fixty-four guns, which were all brafs ; but was very fu- 
perior as to the numbers of her crew, having on board 
near feven hundred men. The van was led by a fliip 
mounting forty-four guns, and carrying a fimilar pendant 
at her mizen-top-maft head. The rear was clofed by a 
very fine ftip, mounting fifty braf« guns, with a pendant 
at her fore-top-maft head, and ading as vice-admiral, vt 
commander, in the fecond poft- Thefe three (hips were 
at the diftance of about half a inile from each other, the 
interval being filled up with other veflels, many of whidi 
are faid to have been of good force. Boyer, alTerts, that on© 
of them, a French (hip, carrying thirty-fix guns, was en- 
gaged with the Expedition, and fupported her Spanifli com* 
©anions a confiderable time ; wnilc, on the other hand, 
X^diard, and after him Campbell inform us, there were 
/only two French fhips in company, that one mounte4 
thirty, the other twenty-four guns ; and that they both ran 
ftway immediately on the commencement of the a^ion. 
Of the remainder, two were floops, and one a brigantine, 
which flood in for the land and made their efcape ; but 
after thefe various detachments were made, the commo- 
dore and his two feconds had twelve ftiips to contend 
with. 

The commodore got a-longfide of the center or lai^ft 
/hip juft at fun-fet, and immediately began to engage. 
He is faid, by Boyer, to have, at one time, had both the vice 
and rear-admiral upon him, as well as the large French fhip 
juft mentioned. No notice, however, is taken of t;his cir- 
ycumftance by any other hiftorian. Thus far, however, all 
agree, that neither the Kingfton or Portland did their duty 
and fulfilled the commodore's orders, notwithftanding ho 
purpofely hailed the former, and ordered her to engsjge 
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the rear-admiral, and fent )us boat to the Portland, with 
inftru£tions for him to engage the vice-admiral. Finding 
thefe direAions were neither of them likelv to be com- 
plied withy be made the fignal for a line of oattle, as both 
the ihips kept to windward out of their ftations ; but of 
this they were as regardlefs as they had been of his former 
orders. 

The Expedition and the Spaniih admiral had been engaged 
about an nour and an half, when, by feme accident, the 
latter blew up, eleven only of her crew being faved, 
which were picked up floatmg on fome of the wreck the 
fiextday* This melancholy difailer not only deprived 
the commodore of his beft, and nearly acquired prize, but 
was attended with the greateft danger to the Expedition 
]^erfelf, as well from the immenfe heat of the blaft, 
and the flaming planks and timbers which were carried 
on board her, as fropi the violent (hock and concuilion^ 
which forced a coniiderable quantity of water into the 
commodore's lower deck ports. Thefe inconyeniencies 
being got rid of without fi^rther dapia^e^ the co|nmodore 
made m\ for a large ihip ahead of him, which was the 
only one he could keep light of, for it was now |)^come 
extremely dark; and the enemy, immediately on the 
blowing up of the comipapding fhip, began to feparate an(|[ 
leach to Ihift for himfplf jn the bed manner he could. 

About ten o'clock, however, he came up with'the (hip 
^e was in purfuit oifi which afterwards pfoved to be the 
rear-admiral. It was t)ien fo extremely dark that it was 
impoiTible to difcovpf which way the enemy's head lay; fo 
that, firing at a venture, be hadf the good fortune to pour 
his whole bro^dfiide into the Spaniard's flcrn, which did 
him fo much damage as tp difable him from making fail. 
The commodore being then to leeward tacked, and, after 
a fliort ftretch, put about, and weathc^red his antagonift, 
whom he immediately began tp rcrengage. The Kjngfton 
and Portland, being dire<5ed by the flafhes of his guns, foot; 
jafter came up and affifted in the capture of the enemy ,j 
who furrendered about two p'clock in the morning. 

The Commodore having, in the foregoing aftions, not 
only received confiderable damage in his mafts and rign 
ging, but being obliged to lay to with his prize, and 
piucb,encijm})efed with his prjfonerS| vvhich were very 
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tiumemus, hedireSed, at day-breat, the Kingfton and! 
Portland to xrhace a large fhip he then difcovered on his 
weather bow, which he very juftly fuppofed to be th« 
Spanifti vice-admiral . How ill the commanders of tho& 
ihips executed their orders will be hereafter feen in thdr 
lives. 

Thecommodorehavingrefittedhisown (hipand thepriac^ 
as well as circumftances, and his fituation would permit^ 
j-tfolved to proceed, without lofs of time to Jamaica^ bift 
being very much ftraightened for provifions and water, 
was obliged to yidd to thie entreaties of his prifoneirs and 
put them on (hore on the ifland of Baru. The commo- 
dore being the next day rejoined by the Kingfton an4 
Portland, which were difpatched, on the 31ft of May, to 
deftroy a galleon, of forty guns, that had taken flieJter 
under the above-mentioned ifland ; and finding his owa 
Jhip in a very ill-condition for fervice, he removed his 
pendant on board the l^ortland, which had fuftained iio 
damage, and fent the other fliips and prize into port, 
HefleSiRg, faoivever, that in a fmgle fhip little opporta- 
fiity was to be «xpeded of effefting any fervice againft 
the enemy, he refolved to return to Jamaica, where be 
arrived on the 13th of July, and had the fatisfaftion to 
find the prize, convoyed by the reft of his fquadron, ha4 
fafely anchored in Port Royal five days before* He focwi 
after received advice from England of his being advance* 
to be rear-admiral of the blue, a promotion, till this time, 
unknown to him, although it had been made as far back 
as the 19th of November in the preceding year. On the 
ad of December 1708, he was farther promoted to be rear-^ 
admiral of the white. 

On his arrival at Jamaica he exhibited a moft honour^ 
able proof of honefty, integrity and benevolence. Pre,- 
yious to this year there was no regular and eftabliihed 
mode of dividing, according to a fixed fyftem, the propcrtj 
taken from the enemy among the captors ; each individual 
plundering, and feizing, to his own particular ufe, as 
much as could be found out of the hold. There were, 
indeed, fome few ill-defined regulations which cuftom 
' had, in fome degree, ere£led into a law; but thcfe i^'ere, 
according to circumftances, as often broken through, as 
cbferved ; and even were they to have been maintained in 

their 
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their ftrtdeft fenfe;^ weie, to the najot paft of As crew 
ineqiiitable and unjirft* 

To remedy this defedly and animate the ieamen on fiich 
<»ccafions to more fpirited exertions^ aa a A of parlSameiit 
was pafled fettling the future diftribution* This arrive<i 
at Jamaica a ihort time before the comnobdore's retvm 
from his crutfe; and though he had, according fo the 
vfuai clkftom, permitted the people to plunder at the time 
of taking the prize, he now appointed regular agents for 
the captors, in compliance with the law. He, moreover^ 
fHfdercd Mr. Long, his captain, to d^sliver up the iSver 
and other valuable effcAs which, according to tiie old 
cirffann, he had feized between decks for the commodore's 
«ie, as well as his own. This moft honourable niRance 
of felf-denial, wrought that impreffion on the minds of thr 
feamen under him, that his praifes, traditional]; handed 
down through that extenfive clals of people, rendered 
liim ever afterwards the conftant idol of dicir a&fiion. • 

The fervice juft mentioned was of a much more confe* . 
^pientia) nature, coniidered on a national ground, thzn k 
Ma9f, perhaps at firft light, be thought. The diflScukies and 
rifle of (enmng home treafiire to Europe, in time of war, 
kad caufed the Spaniards to defer the return of this fleet 
leveral years, fo that its accumulated riches were now be- 
come ahnofi incredible, amounting, according to feme, to 
little kfs than fifty million pieces of eight. Nothing but a 
wantof crec&t, almcrft produdive of general b»ikruptcy, 
would have induced the enemy to venture it even at this 
time : and they relied much on the prote6lioQ to be aSbrded 
it by the French fquadron under ^nonfieur Du Caifle, who 
-^as not only edeemed one of the beft officers in the 
French fervice, but was alfe the beft acquainted with the 
mvigatron of thofe feas. 

It is reported, as an anecdote of commodore Wager, 
that he was accuftomed to fay, a man who would not fight 
for a galleon would fight far nothing : but this opnion 
certainly did not proceed from perfbnal avarice, but tho 
much more honourable afiedlion of the mind, the fervicQ 
he rendered his country by depiving its enetnies of the 
linews of war, 

Almofl immediately after his arrival at Jamaica the com<^ 
modore coavened acourt-tnartial {or the trial of thecaptatnSj^ 
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Win^or dnd Bridges. It was held on board the Ex* 
pedirioii, hi Part Royal hat4»our, on the 7.jA of July. 
•708, he hiinfclf beii^ the prcijdem* Notlyng very in* 
tereftiag occurs during the tinne he farther contin%ied in this 
command* The fnoft maiertal circutnftance is the arrival 
of iotelUgefice^ in the month of December, that monf. Del 
Guai Trouin might be eKjpe^ed in thofc feas with a vciy 
powerful force^ intended, as it was fuppofed^ for the 
attack of Jamaica. The neceffary preparations were 
accordingly made for an cAltinate defence of the har- 
bour of Port RoyaL The (hips were moored acrofs 
the entrance in a line flanked by the fort: but no 
enemy appearingi it was refolved, at a fublequent coundl^ 
held on the i8th of January, that, as the enemy had never 
yet appeared^ although fix months had elapfed fince the 
date of the advice of their failing from Europe, it was not 
expedient to contimie inadive any longer in expe&atioit 
of their attack, but that the (hips ihould be unmoored 
and proceed on cruiiing, or other fervices, as future in* 
fornration (hottM dired« 

During the remainder of rear-admiral Wager's conti- 
tissance in the Weft Indies he paid (b muth attenticm to 
the general protedion of trade, that none of thofe com-» 
plaints were heard which had been fo common under for-i 
iner commanders. This merit, indeed, carried with it a 
reward diflintl from that moft honourable one we have 
juft mentioned, the applaufe and general thanks of his 
countrymen, for a greater number of prizes were taken^ 
by the Ihips under his command, than at any former period 
of the fame length. The admiral being ordered home 
in the autumn, arrived in En^and in the month of 
November. He was received by all parties, by all ranks; 
in a word, both by government and the people, with the 
liigheft refped. Reiterated teftimonies were received from 
the Weft indies, all uniting in doing honour to the admiral's 
vigilance, fpiritandintegrity,andaftbrdingaclear refutation 
of the general m>inion, that it is impoffible for any com- 
mander to pleale all parties. . 

Immediately on his return he was promoted to 
be rear-admiral of the red; and, on the 8th of De- 
cember, the oueen conferred on him the honour of 
knighthood* With thcfe flattering but juftly de(fervetl 

marks 
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aaaikl of public and royal approbation, fir Charles en* 
joyed ^ temporary relaxation from the fatigues of fervice 
during the remainder of queen Anne** reign. We find 
bkn fiill continuing in the (lation of rear-admiral of the 
xed at the time of king George the Firfl's acceflion* 
Immediately after that event he was appointed com- 
mander-in-chief in the. Mediterranean, as lucceflbr to fir 
J. Wi/hart, whom it was thought proper to recall ; and he 
was alfo within* a few days afterwards appointed comptroller 
€>f the navy. The vigorous preparations fet on loot by 
Great Britain ta repel any attempt that might be made 
hy any foreign nation, to divert or compel an alteration: 
cf that fiicceffion which had been fettled by an z& of par- 
liament, and approved by the whole kingdom, intimidating 
all foreign powers from making the rafli experiment^ 
we have no opportunity of commemorating any thing 
relative to his Mediterranean command. We do not 
even find any mention made by hidorians of his return^ 
which we believe to have been in the following year.. 
On the 1 6th of June 1716^ he was advanced to be vice-? 
admiral' of the blue ; on the rft of February 171 7, to be 
vice-admiral of the white ; and, on the 15th of March 
following to be vice-admiral of the led. 

The oiHce of comptroller he held till the year 1718 r 
lie then quitted it, being, on the 19th of March, appointed 
a commifHoner for executing the office of lord high ad^ 
miral. He continued uninterruptedly in this ftation till 
Jlme 21, 1733, when he was fworn in a member of the 
privy council, and advanced to be firftcommiffioner of the 
admiralty in the room of lord vifc. Torrington, who had 
died a little time before. Sir Charles very honourably 
and ably filled this exalted ftation till the month of March 
^742, when being in an advanced age, ill-fuited to.the 
iEatigues of fo a£tive an employment, he refigned it^ and 
was appointed treafurer of the navy. 
. But to return to his naval life. After his arrival from 
the Mediterranean he had no re-appointment to a com* 
mand till the year 1722. The infolence of the PortUr 
guefe, who had, with the moft unparalleled audacity^ 
confifcated the effefls, imprifoned, and afiually condemur 
cd to death, two gentlemen belonging to the fa£lory at 
Irifbon^ under an obfolete law which had never, for f 

feries 
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leries of years, been put in force*, rendered it indifpen<!> 
fibly neceiTary to equip a fleet for the purpofe of prevent-*^ 
ing fo flagrant an outrage from being carried into execu- 
tion; it confifted only of ntae.fmall mips of the line, two 
frigates, and as many bomb-veflels and iirefhips; but this 
force was deemed quite equal to the taflc of bringing to 
reafoo fo indgntficant an enemy. There was, indeed, no 
occaflon for any other fhew of hoftilities than the mere 
preparation for them; the Portuguefe, completely terri- 
Ixed at the apprehenfion of that chaflifement the infult 
merited, readily acceded to every acknowledgment and 
fatisfadion in the power of an impotent foe to make. 

The fquadron was difmantled without even putting to 
fea ; and (ir Charles was not again called into fervice till 
the year 1726, In this year the private intrigues, carried 
on between the courts of Peterfburgh and Madrid, ren- 
dered it expedient to equip three powerful fquadrons, or 
rather fleets, in order to crufh this* confederacy in the 
bud. That which was deflined for the Baltic was com- 
manded by fir Charles, who had under him fir George 
Walton ; it confifted of twenty fhips of the line, one 
frigate, and three fmall veflels. Sir Charles Wager 
having, on the 13th of April, hoifted his flag on board the 
Torbay, of eighty guns, the fleet failed from the Nore oa 
the 17th. Its arrival in the Baltic produced the fame 
eiFed it had on all former occafions : the Ruflians at firft 
were inclined to rcfift rather than tamely fubmit to what they 
were pleafed to term an infult. rublic and national 
bodies are frequently induced to deem that meafure an 
afiront, which takes from them the power of doing an 
injury. The Ruflian fleet being Coon kfterwards brought 
into port, was fecured againft attack ; and the feafon for 
any farther attem[)t, on their part, being pad, and the 

ubHc diflerence in fome meafure compromifed, or, at 
ft, put into a train pf peaceable conclufion, fir Charles 

♦ A law forbidding the exportation of any coin whatfocver out of 
the-lcingdom on pain of death. Encreafed commerce had occafioned 
the perpetual breach pf this ridiculous ftatute ; aod it had for a numbed 
•of years been carried on to fo great an extent, that the government 
could not but have been well-informed of it; fo that aciiuieCcence ia 
iho offence againft it became, at lafi, an implied acknowledgment 
«f iu abfurdity, zod ucitlyindicated an ab(blate feptealpf it* 
. • failed 
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friled from Revel on the 28th of September^ and afriveJ 
ftfely at the Gunfleet en the X2th ot November *« 

In the following year, matters not having* been 
comoromifed with Spain^ and (Irong iildications zf^^ 
waring of that kingdcwi's openly intending a rupture, it 
iecame neceflary to (end fir Charles^ with a fquadron of 
fix fliips of the line and two fmall veflels to the relief and 
proteaion of Gibraltar, which was openly threatened 3 
andeed» the hope (^ being able to furprize that important 
fbrtrefs had been the iirft caufe which induced them tei 
commence hoftilities* The Britiib fquadron carried out 
ft reinforcement for the garrifon of feventeen companies 
of foot ; by which ailiftance, added to the countenance 
derived from the fleet, the attempts of the enemy were 
comjrietely baffled. But to come more Immediately to 
particulars* 

Sir Charles having hoifted his flag, on board the Kent, 
on the the 24th of December, ufed nich diligence in prc^ 
curing the equipment of the different fbips, that he was 
in a condition to have put to fea in four days afterwards t 
jhe was, however, detained at Spitbead, by foutherly 
jwinds, till the 19th of January. During this interval 
orders were difpatchcd to Cork for the embarkation of the 
fegiments of Middleton and Hay t to join the fleet, as an 
additional aid to the befieged. The fquadron having 
failed on the day above-mentioned, it reached Gibraltar^ 
after a profperous paflage, on the ad of February, and 
formed a jun£lio9 with rear-admiral Hopfon, who had 
coEhmanded on that ftation, during the ©receding winter, 
with four or five (hips of the line, a fmall frigate, and the 
lliunder bomb-ketch. All the forces were imme« 
diately difembarked, except three companies of foot^ 
which fir Charles found it neceflary to retain on board the 

* Campbell obfenres vety property on this expeJifion, that fir C, 
Wager performed, 00 thif occafioo^ all that could be expe8ed from 
the wifoom aod ikill of an £ngli{h admiral i fo that this expeditioa 
f ffedoally anCwered its end, wbicn ought to be conGdered as au honouf 
to his memorjr. 

f This additional force did aot, however^ arrive in time to accom« 
pany him, but failed from Spitbead on the 9th of March, convojred 
by the Pool firefliip, and the Torbay, of eighty guna, on board whicli 
ifaip the admilxal afterwards hoiUcd nis flag. 

fqui^droja 

3 
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fquadion to ad as marines. It a|>pears this relief did not 
arrive an hour before its prefence was become valuably 
for the Conde de las Torres, the Spanilh general, was 
found encamped within a league of the place, having 
under him a force of near fifteen thoufand men. 

A confijderable quantity of provifions, ammunition, and 
every other fpecies of (lores, were carried out by die 
fquadron, and immediately landed, as well as fuch a 
number of battering guns as could be fpared from the 
ihips without rendermg them unfit for fervice. No ho- 
flilities, however, as yet commenced ; the Spanifh boats and 
fmall vefTels paiTed by the Britiih fquadron without the 
fmatleft interruption: but on February 10, the intentions 
of the enemy became more manifeft, by the Spanilh 
general openly commencing the ereftion of a battery^ 
pointing dlredly againft the fortifications* Somef letters 
were interchanged between the governor and the Cohde, 
which corfefpondence concluding with a very fupercilious 
anfwer on the part of the latter, did not by any means tend 
to conciliate the breach. In confequence of this conduft 
fir Charles thought himfelf juflly authorifed to fend a dc- 
' tachmeht, confifting of the Tyger, the Durfley galley, and 
the Soleb^y bomb-ketcb> round the back of the hill to en- 
filade the enemy 's entrenchments. This was the firft aSual 
proof of warfare, and was logically converted, by the Spa- 
niards, into a demonftration that the rupture evidently ori*- 
ginated in the condu£l of the Englifh commanders. 

A variety of thofe enterprifes and tranfii&ions which 
neceiTarily enfue between aflfailants > and defenders took 
place between this tim&^ind the ceifation of hoftilities, 
which was mutually agteed on upon the i6th, or, as 
others fay ,'t^^ 23d of J une \ Thefe circumflances, trivial 

wfaeo, 

? r- ^ 

* We htvft the foUowiiig account from Smollet of the tn&fadioot 
rehnve to this treaty ; as it is intimately conncded \ritb the Naval . 
Hiftory oftbis time, ai>d much fo with tne chara5lcr of fi^C. Wi^er^ 
we have thought it neceiferv to tranfcribe it, 

'* The emperor panduafly executed the firft of thefe articles, and 
ratified the |»rclitninarics within the time agreed on. Though Aix*la- 
' Chapelle was appoimed for the place of cpngrels, it was afterwards 
transferred to Qambray foifthecohventencyof themioifter of Fnoce, 
wboic prefence was necefiary at that cotirt. The king of Spain alfo 
executed, in part> what coacemcd him: be g«vc.iordtr«lor'ruipen«lin# 

V«L.Il/ Ff all 
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■When confidcred as relating to the grand events of wary 
'but the major part of them highly brilliant and conf&- 
quential to the cbaradlers of the brave perfbns more ira- 
'tnediately cdhcerhed, are more properly deferred and con- 
fined to their proper heads. . As to fir Charles, fuffice it 
.to fay, that as no man could demon (Irate greater zeal tp 
couiiteraftthc operations of the enemy,fo was that zeal neveir 
'more fuccefsful. Notwithftanding the deflation of hofti- 
lities fir Clnirles flill continued on the fame ftation till the 
.rnonth of March in the follovving year ; but as we meet 
Jwith nothing but a dull routine of putting to fca, for a 
"(hoit tiruifc, with fofne of the Oiips, and detaching othera 
*iQ\J^ich nailuiis as apjpeared neceifary, this period' pf his 
fcrvicc may t^e paiTcd over with the juft and general re- 
^inark, that the prevarication pf .the Spaniards could not 
*Iiave been parried but by the firmeft, and at the fame tiniB 
'inoR caiitiuu^ behaviour. A commander employed at to 
critical a period requires a fpecies of judgment far fujperipr 

^ .^ , r:— .J ; -J _- ■ > ^ , -f. 

^all farther attacks againfl Gibraltar, and all honilities agaidft tire Ei)g- 

tJifh cjrewhcre. This was an honourable way of abandoning a fiege, 

which htt^a Four months, without fuccefs: nor had it done much cx- 

-^uHort amohg iHe'Englifti, for they ibft in all but three httndrcd ajid 

licvcm^nthVcK men. The fiiijf>enfion ol arms was figned th't 23d of 

. June, ,fJ*^ 3u* when the iicge ^as 00 the point of being entirely 

laifed, and the preliminaries to be ratified in form, Spain parted new 

difficulties, and urged new pretenliqns. The Spaniards in(ifted thata 

.te.n)porary fdfpcnfion of arms did not imply an aflual raifing df the 

l^tge'oF Gibfiikar; and Ihat the reflitution of the Prince Frfederick^ 

«fae Sooth Scscihip^ (taken at La Vera Crtiz, before Spain vrsa in wir 

^ wjihEnfiJantl) wa«tKlcmentioned.<¥ included in the Articles; whereas 

' the EndHh dcrpanded toth, by vlirtuc of the preliminar^s. Upon 

;tliis hoftilities began between the fhips of the two n<ition^iahd fir 

-' Charles Wager continued' to cruize* on the co^Qs df Spain, aKer tRe 

'Ceflation of arms at Gibraltar; what was very remarkable, whiift 

• he was4Qok«ig out with feven flilp» fof -the Spanifli galleons, which 
, werc£ii4;to be coming home, thirteen French itien of war, fix from 

Bred and feven from Toulon, fuddenly came and anchored before 
Cadiz; of whic,h fquadron adn)jral Wager had received n0 iutelli- 

* gence, cither from London or Madrid. , As therefore he had no no- 
tipe of their comings all communicatipns with the Ffench fleet was 
forbid. However, after many cavils and. delays, the preliraioary ar- 
ticles were at laft Hgned, at Madrid, on the 24th of February, above 
eight months after the death of king George the Fird, by the Miniflej^s 
pfthe emperor, England^ Fraocei %aia, and the iUtcS| which opened 

♦ the way to^thc congrelk." , , i, • 

' . . ..... t# 
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to that which' is hecttbfy to Condiift'the mbfl' ardi/ous 
and defpcrate* und^rtalcings of declared war, A bravfe 
'man who caffies himfelf with temper on fuch an occafioA 
den^ands-thehigheft applaiife a nation canbeftow, becaufe 
li^ isTrecJuently, through political reafons, compel!^ to 
^rtibrade meafures tvjtallydrflonant to his feelings; mea'- 
furefe which his heart would difdain to ftibmit to, w;cre not 
his country s welfare involved in his temperance. • ^ 
Sir Charles arrived frorti the Mediterranean on the 13th 
of April 1 728, with a fquadron of five fliips ; the reniaind^r 
being left at Gibhiltar under the command of captaiili 
Stewart* T^e pride of the Spaniards was not yet fuffici** 
ently humbled by the proofs they had experienced of 
the liiperiority of the Britifh naval power, fo that, in I7^9» 
It was again found neceflary to equip a formtdablc fleet, 
which was kept' in the Channel, ready to aft 'On any 
Tudden emergency. It confifted of twenty (hips of two 
^nd three decks, fhree fhips of forty guns, and foiil fmall^r 
veflels. It renHezvoufed at Spithead the beginning df 
'May ; on the 9th of which month fir Charles hoJfted his 
fi^gon board the Cornwall, of eighty guns; and was, on 
•the fourth of June, 'joined by a part of the Putch fquadroh 
under vice-admiral SdmmeMyfce. Thefe fhips werfe a<*- 
cording to treaty, to a6^j in conjunction with the Britifh 
-fleet, whenever any foreign attack was apprehended. 
'The* remainder arrived in a few da^sy amounting in ttic 
*' whole to nine (hips of the line, three of^forty-fonr'gurts 
•and two fmall velfels. This Confederate force-, always in 
readineft for immediate fervice, was too formidable 
to be trifled with by the Spaniards^ and awfed them 
into at leaft a temporary compliance, and conclufion of a 
-treaty of peace. - We fee, therefore, that ahhough many 
perfons may deem it to have been an unnecelfary and 
^ifelefs piece of parade and expence, to keep fo many fhips 

• during the fummer laying peaceably at Spithead, yet, 
'•Meverthelefs, it tended to accelerate the eftabliftiment of 
•peace as effedlually as ofFenfive operations, or even viftory 
4tRH" could have done. Let not, therefore, fhort-fighted 
-politicians ever condemn meafures they do not undcrftandy 

♦ or pretend to arraign a conduS, either in minivers or com- 
*tnandets, becaufe they are unlucky enough np4 to, coni- 
"'prchentt the meaning of it. 

^' F f a Qa 
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On the 5th of (Xlobfer, the feafon being far advanced, 
and the negociations carrying on at Madrid in a very fair 
train for ^tlement, the combined fleets (eparate4 ; th€ 
Dutch (hips returning to Holland, and all the larger fliip$ 
of the Britifli divifion being fent into difierent ports for the 
winter. " This fleet," Lediard obferves, " had its dc* 
iired efkSt^*' ibr on the i8th the honourable Morgan Vane 
arrived at St. James's, exprefs from Madrid, with thf 
Ireaty concluded and figned by that court. 

In 1 731, it being apprehended the French were, with 
(bme very fimller deu^n, preparing an embarkatbn at 
Dunkirk and Calais, it was again deemed neceflary to 
prepare a fleet, the chief command of which was given to fir 
Charles. Its force, at firft, coniifted of (eventeen (hips 
of the line, but was afterwards reinforced to a greater 
number. Sir Charles received his orders on the 21ft of 
May, and hoifted his flag as vice-admiral of the red on th€ 
5th of June followii^, on board the Nam^ire, at that time 
fitting for fea at Chatham* information foon after- 
wards becoming more pofitive, and, as it was then thought, 
the neceflities of the itate more prefllng, he received, on 
the 30th of June, frefli inftruttions to proceed to the 
Downs, and take upon him the command of al) fuch 
ihips as were then ready for fea. He accordingly (hifted 
his flag on board the Deal Caftle, and failed for the 
Downs, where he, a fecond time renioved his flag, into 
the Grafton, On the 6th of July he received orders to 
repdr to Spithead with all the (hips that, were ready to 
accompany him. He arrived there on the 8th, and on 
the loth was promoted to be adxniral of the blue ; on 
which occafion he (truck his red flag onboard the Grafton, 
and hoifted a blue one at the maii\^top-ma(l bead of the 
Namur. 

On the 14th of July, after having been reinforced bj 
feveral (hips, f6 that his fleet now confifted of twenty- 
one fail of the line, two (hips of forty-guns^ aad two 
frigates, he fet fail for Cadis, where he fafely arrived on 
the I ft of Auguft. The gu-arantee of the pragmatic fani> 
tion having fatisfled the emperor^ and the introdu£lion of 
the Spaniih troops iiito Leghorn the queen of Spain^ 
both which were ^ttkd by the treaty of Vic^nna, Gc88t 
Briitain tiu^ grand mediatrix, and at that 4ime preierver of 

" th» 
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the peace of Europe, was, from a point of Konbpr,' put 
tp the expence of feeing thefe particulars of tl^e treaty 
honeftly carried into execution. To that . chd thi* 
fleet was equipped. The narrative of the voyage 
would be dull, uninterefting, and tedious, confining 
wholly of dates of arrivals and vifits of ceremony; fufficd 
It to fay concifely, that in the month of Oaober tKd 
Bfitiih fleet was joined by a Spanifh.fquadroh, under the 
marquis De Mari^ having a body of troops on board, and 
anchored off Leghorn on the 1.5th, in the evening! 
Every thing being adjufted and fettled, accordipg to ut 
Charles's inftruAions and wifl), he failed from thence oh 
the 25th, and arrived at St. Helen's on the loth of De- 
cember, with five Ihips only of his whole fleet, having 
keen feparated from the remainder by contrary' winds ana 
repeated ftorms. 

Sir Charles never appears to have gone to fea after this 
time. He was, as we have alread]^ noticed, appointed 
firft lord commiflioner of the admiralty on the 2ift ox 

Iunc 1733, as fuccelTor to the lord vifcount Toiringtbn. 
n the month of January i,7^4.t he was, from the appre* 
henfion that Great Britain might be ultinuitely involved 
m the war which at that time fpread over the face of the 
Continent^ advanced to be admiral of the white, and 
pitched upon to command iht fleet, had the neceffities d[ 
the times compelled government to order it out. The 
ftorm blowing over, fir Charles continued to exerctfe his 
high ofllice at the admiralty, board with much real tfierit, 
and the higheil integrity, till March 19, 1 741*2, when 
he quitted it, and was appointed, in the month, of De« 
cember, treafurer of the navy. This appointment he 
did not long enjoy, dying on the 24th of May 1743, in 
the 79th year of his age. A fumptubus mo(iument has 
been creded to his memory^ in Weftminfter-abbey •^ 
bearing the infcriptioh inferted beneath t^ on which we 

have 

* On the bafe of which it reprefemed in fculptnm, the attack, cap* 
lure, and deilniHion of the Spanilb galleon* in 1708. 
i To the flKmory of 
Sir Char Let WAcia, Kat. 
A4iiunl of the white, firft commiSoncr of the 
Admiralty, 
Ani privy coaneellor; ' 

ffS Ai 
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have to remarks that as no charafter .was ever more hd^ 
Dourabley fo was never any one more truly and honeftly 
deferved. 

May this marble record Tupply any feeble attempts of 
ours to delineate a charader almou above praife, and which 
enjoyed an happinefs, uncommon and generally unattached 
even to . the mofl exalted chara6lers, the Jatisfa^fim of re- 
maimng uncenfured. 

J. .WAKELlN, William,— vtras, ov\ the iith of June 
iiSgi, appointed commander of the Princcft Anp, hired 
ihip of war, of fortyweight guns. Still continuing captain 
of this Ihip, in the following year he y»as one of the 
cofwoyi under fir G. Rooke, to the unfortunate S^iyrna 
^eet. * During the years 1,694 and 5, he was eroployedin 
^e Chani^el under fir C. Shovel. We hear nothing of hia» 
afterthis till the year 1 697, at which time he comngfcanded the 
Lincoln, one of the Weft India fqnadron. under vjce-ad- 
iniral Neville ; an,d returning from thence on the i i|:h of 
Oi^ob^r, was removed into fome other ftiip of the Ime^ 
in which he continued during the peace. After- the. aci 
CefEon of queen Anne he was appointed to the Ipfwich, 
of feventy guns.; in which (hip he failed,' towards the 
latter end of the year 1702, for Vigo, wjth fi4; Qoudefl^y 
Shovel. He ferved under the, f;^me cotnmand^r, in the 
follow^ing year, during the Meditejrrwean ^pedition. No 

' ■ * ^ ' ' ' \ • '— - — ■ ■ ■ ' ' ■ 

A man of great natural talents, 
Iioprovcd by iDckidry, and long experience, • 

Who bore the bigheft commands, ..^^ 

And j>aflied through the" created employments, 
With credit to bimiie}^ wid honour to hw country. 

. He was, in jiis private life, 
pumanCjtctnperate.jtift and bountiful 5 
In yublik ftation ^ 
Valiant, prodeut, vife and honeft ; * 

Eafy. of ti95efs to all i 

Steady an'd refolute in his condu£i; 

So remarkably happy in his prefcnce of mind 

That no danger ever cfifcompofed him ; 

EAeemed and Favoured By his king, 
BHoved and honoured by his country; 
He died the 2^tb of May 1743, ^g^^ 77* 



This monument was erc£led, 

By Francis Qashry, Efqr,' 

In gratitude tQ his great PatroB, A.D. 1747. 



infor- 
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information can be coUecled on what .(l^ipn of %vice 
this (hip, of which Mr. Wakelin ftill continued com- ; 
mander, was employed during the year 17P4; buf, ;0» ^ 
the retiHn, of the fleet i|nder fif George Rooke, aftpi: the. .^ 
battle off Malaga, he was appointecj to the SujFoll^, a ihip 
of the fame rate with the |pfwich, as fucceftbr to faptain' 
I^irljftan, who was difabled from continuing in this comr ^ 
mand by a yery dangeroi^^ wound which he recelve^d in" 
tb^ engagement abqve-Tpientioned. Captain ^akelin did 
not long furvive this removal, dying in the commapd of ^ 
the. Suffolk on the ift of Oaiober 1705. ... (* 

WAJ^KER, Sir Hovenden,U- was appo^ntqd comV. 
manderof the Vulture firefhip on the 17th of February ] 
1692. H^ 4id not long continue in this veffel, being Too/i ^ 
afterwards promoted to the Sapphire, a frigate of thirty- . 
t^o guns, the ^hief of a foiall fquadron fent thi3 yea^ v 
on the Irifh f^ationj^ an4 ord^redl to follow the direSions \ 
of the lord lieutenant f^r the tynq being. After this time ; 
we hear nothing of hii^ till the n^ontji of O.dlober 1695, 
>yhen be commanded the Forellght, of fifty g^ni?, a cruif- 
ing fliip, on the Irifh fea. He was remarkably aflidyous, 
fpirited ^nd foftunat^; a(id rendered very confiderable fer-^ 
vice to comn^erce, by the capture of fome privateers of' 
good force, whi^h had long ihfefted that coaft. In the' 
month of Apyil 1696, he fignalifed himfelf exceedingly ; 
in an adion which equalled, in point: of* fpirit arid gal- 
lantry, even thofe which now ftand higheft in the rank o^ 
popular favour; and of which, through fome iinaccount- 
able negle£^, no notice whatever has been taken by hiR 
torians.. , ' .!, 

'J'he Forefight, . together with the She^rnejfe, a fVigatc|» 
of thirty-two gyrls, were ordered to convoy, clear of the 
(^hannel, a fleet of about. thirty fmall veffels, bound up. 
the Irifh fea^ and al(o two valuable merchant-fliips deCr. 
tjncd for the Weft Incjies. They failed from. Ply niouth 
qn the 29th of April, and the next day fell in with, off 
the Lizard, two French (hips of war, one mounting 
(eventy, thp other fixty guns. Tfh^ t.wo JEnglifli fliip^ ' 
defended themfelves w^ith fo tnvch gallantry, and fo com^ 
plctely engaged the attentiojii of the enemy, that the whole 
convoy was fully proteded; the coafteira^ fecuriiig them^ 
((^Iv^ij \n fount's bay, and the Weft India ihigs having 
; '■ ' l^'f 4 * ^urfue^ 
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ptirfued their vova^ in fafcty. Nor was %h\% all, for the 
cnemyi notwithnanding their very fuperior force, 6nding 
it impbflible to fubduca foe, though of a ftrcngth merely 
contemptible compared to their own, were glad themfelves 
to decline any farther conteft by (landing out to fca. 

After this time we hear nothing of him till the accefGon 
of quieen Anne, except that he continued to command 
a . two decked fhip during the peace. On the re- 
commc^ncement of the war with France he was made 
citptain of the Burford, of feventy guns, one of fir George 
Rpoke's fleet on the Cadiz expedition. After the failure 
of its firft obje£t, and the idea of any farther attack on 
Cadit was abandoned, Mr. Walker was appointed com-^ 
xnodore of a fquadron of fix (hips of the line, and twelve 
tranfports, havmg on board four regiments of foot, which 
fir George was inftrufied to fend to the Weft Indies. He 
parted from the fleet on the 24th of September ; and hav* 
mg taken on board fome refre(hments at the Cape de Verde 
iflands, where he did not arrive till the 24th of Odober, 
failed for Barbadoes, which he reached in fafety on the 
l4tK of November. He was inftrudled to proceed from 
t&ence to the Leeward Iflands, where he was to difem- 
bark and diftribute the troops he carried with him, which 
amounted to near four thoufandmen, in fuch proportions 
among the different iflands, as general Codnngton, the 
commander-in-chief, and their refpeSive governors 
ihould think moft likely to conduce to their fafety, and 
protedion. 

He was, foon after his arrival at Barbadoes, joined by 
three (hips of war> one third, and two fourth rates, from 
England. They jcarried out with them fome recruits for 
the army, and a fmall fupply of ftores and prpvifions, of 
which the (quadron was, even at that time, much in want. 
The (hips lent under Mr. Walker, not having been pur- 
pofely vifiualled and fitted for a Weft India voyage, and 
tfie defeft not being properly repairable at fea, notwith- 
ftanding every po(fible attention on the part of fir George 
Rooke to their future wants, they were all miferably defi- 
cient in almoft every article that could contribute to their 
comfort, or render them formidable to the enemy. Mr. 
Walker immediately difpatched two of his newly-arrived 
friends to the general ^ and not long afterwards (ent home, 
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in.purfuance of the Opinion of a council of war, the Ex- 
pedition, one of the mips he had carried out with him, to 
convoy to Europe fix very valuable Eaft . India Ihips 
which had put into Carlifle bay to wait for fome efcort,. 

In the beginning of January he proceeded to the Lee- 
ward iilands ; and, about the latter end of February, failed 
from Antigua, with general Codringtoji^ and the troops, on 
an expedition againft St. ChriftopKer's. The foldiers 
behaved with the greatelt gallantry, but were fo warmly 
received by the enemy who were very ftrongly entrenched; 
that they would, in all probability, have been compelled to 
retreat, if the commodore had not ordered in the Chichefter 
to attack the batteries, from which the Frtoch being 
quickly- driven, the aiTailants- took immediate poifeifion 
of. On the following day a reinforcement of tour hqn* 
dred feamen were landed tp fupport the troops; and by 
this united force the town was atta<^ked with fo niucn 
fury that the enemy were obliged to retire into' the fort and 
caftle, which they continued to defend, with much - 
refolution, till the 3d of April, when, blowing ap the fotr« 
tifications, they made good their retreat into the moua« . 
tains. The Britifh, ndw beco&ie unoppofed mafters o£ 
the country, deftroyed the town, rafed the fortificatiooSy 
carried off as much of the enemy's artillery as was wpfdl ^ 
removal, and deftroyed the reft; thus, hayii^ ac(piired m 
immenfe booty, they embarked at laff wittout the I0& of « 
man* 

The French, who are extremely fond of palliating thdr 
misfortunes, urge, as a proof #f their itot being demted^ 
that the Britiih troops were obliged to retreat. But th^sr' 
fijroke of goqd fortune, as it truly was on the part of th^ 
enemy, was not, by any means, owing to their prowefs^ 
but a multitude of unformnate t6incidilig accidents and 
circumftances. General Codriiteton». and the next\in 
command, colonel Whethatni, both feU d^ngeroufly il) itf 
fuc^ei^ion. Colonel Willis, on wlSom the command then* 
devolved, received certain irifprmation that the Frci|ch" 
had received a reinforcement of nine hundred freOi ^oops^ 
all in condition for immediate fervice,Juft landed at the 
back of the ifland; fo that it was at lait, but not till thi^ 
7th of May,, determined to reimbark. It is obferved^' 
and on this immedialts occal^n^ *^ th^t the expedition fiif- 

6 fered 
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fcfed not. a littk from difputes, which happened between 
the land and Jea officers, which generally prove the ruin 
of Weft India expeditions." What the nature of thefe 
difpntes were does not appear ; hut it is certain no man 
conld have contributed to the general advancement of the 
feirice more than the commodore. In the firft inftance 
there was fo great ^ fcarcity of powder for the army, 
that no^ offenfive operations whatever could have 
been commenced had not the troops been fupplied from 
the fleet : the fame want was found to prevail in almoft 
every military ftore and fpecies of implement. Thofe 
miferable deficiencies were fupplied by the commodore ii^ 
the beft maiiner he was able, fo that the '^ant of the com- 
pfcteft fuccefs is by no meahs chargeable to his account, 
who added a fpirit to an indefatigable zeal not to be 
dfeijfe* by trivial impediments, or diverted by a difference: 
©fperfonal opinion. 

•Conlmodore Walker now proceeded to Guadaloupe, 
vftjerehe was in danger of experiencing every inconveni- 
ence that almoft a total want. of provifions could occafion. 
IJe was however happily relieved from this impending 
diftrefs by the arrival of vke-admiral Graydon, who, 
hearing his diftrefs, with the moft laudable humanity and 
aftention to the fervice> bought up all the provifions Bar- 
biidoes ?iflS>rded, and proceeded himfelf with this relief to 
Ouddaloupe. - Commodore -Walker had quitted that, 
ifl^nd and failed for Nevis, whither the vice-admiral foU 
lowed him : and h&ving contributed all tke fuccouii in. his 
power to the neceffitife? botli of t^e army and the fqua- 
dton, ' took <he latter with him, according to .his i inftruc- 
tions,*toJamft{ca, where tbey arrived on the 5th of June; 
and from whertce, in the enfuing autumn, the commo*. 
dore returned to England in company with Mr. Graydon. • 

: We hear nothing of Mrl Walker after this time, till 
the year 1706, when we fihd him commodore of a fmaU 
fquadron, convoying fome^ranfperts with troops, and 
fent to the Mediterranean, in the month of May, as a 
reinforcement to fir John Leake, who then held the chief 
<x>mmand on that ftation. Mr. Walker does not appear 
to have been engaged in any thing very memorable, or 
beyond the ordinary routine of wrvice. He returned 
to Englaad^^with fir John Leake at the clofe of the 

" - • ^ year| 
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year ; and we find him,- in 1707, one of the members of 
the CQurt-martial aflfccibled at Portfmouth for the trial of 
fir Thomas Hardy : but his name does not occur in any . 
other event of that year, except hi6 having been, imme- 
diately afterwards, left coramander-in-chicf, by fir John 
Leake, of all the Ihips in Portfmouth harbour. In 
the month of Jariuary 1707-8, he was appointed to^ 
coomiand thccowvoy lent with the Virginia and Canary * 
fleet, juft about the time the French had pretended to' 
make confiderable preparations for the itivafion of Eng- ■- 
land, in favour of the Pretender. On.thrs oceafion the 
failing of the above fquadron was deferred from time to * 
time till the month of* March ; nor is it faid whether it ' 
was then convoyed by Mr. Walker. We. rather, how- 
ever, conceive this tp have been the cafe; as no mention 
whatever is made of him till the year 171 1 ; and it is moil 
probable that, at. lead during a part of this interyal, he was 
employed in fome fervice of this nature, little taken no* 
tiee ou 
. He .is. faid to have been appointed xear-admiral of the. 
blue in the year 1709 ; but no mention is made of his 
h^ving-h^ild anyjcommand*till the.moath of March 1711 ; 
j\}i\. before which period he. had receive<^ the honour 
of knighthoods and was advanced to be rear-admiral of 
th« .white, Afi expedition was, at the time above-meji- . 
tipn^, proje£ked again(l Canada, the chief command of 
whiplii, by fea, w»s, « th]X)ugh the intered, ^s it is faid, of 
l(Jrd,Boliixgbroke, beftowed on fir Hovenden. The force 
dpftijied for this expedition confifted of twelve fliips of 
the line (accordifig to the rate at that day) from fifty to • 
cightyg\m8;twQ.(hipsofforty,Qneoftbirty-i|x,twofrnallerv 
frigates, and two bomb-ketohes. The land force, which 
'^s conveyed in thirty-thrfie tranfports, together with 
eight laden with ftores and ammunition ,.confiited of fevan 
complete regiments, befides recruits for fon^ already in- 
America, amounting in the whole to fivcthoufand three' 
hundred and three men, under the coirimand of brigadier- 

' 1 ' ' ' , . I i ■ .1.1 ■ . » I .. ■ - ■ ■ . -.. > 

♦ He had been, on ibc change of the miniftry, appoiqted fuperin- * 
te^dant at Plymouth, ^which bcin^ a civil- employment, accounts for 
Bdthing being found rcliitiye to bim, during this tinie, in the line of ^ 
aftivc Icrvicc, . • , 

general 
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Encral HiH. This formidable fleet • failed from St« 
clcn's on the agth of April, and arrived at Nantaflcet* 
n^ar Bofton, on the 24ih of June, "without having met wiiK 
anyoccurrence worth relating during its pafTage. 

The rear-admiral, immediately on his arrival at Bolbn^ 
b^n, with much eameftnefs* to re-equip his ihips, 2nd 
procve fuch a recruit of ftores and pfovidonsy as were 
deemed abfolulely neceflary for the intended expedition. 
In this buiinefs he met with many vnforefeen obdacles : 
Boilocic of provifions was, as it ought to have been, pre« 
Yioully provided, and it was with the utmoft difficulty^ 
even at laft, a quantity,^ far ihort of the necefllties of the 
fleet, could be colle^ed. Every thing being at length 
arranged in the beft manner circumftances and various 
impediments would admit, fir Hovenden was enabled to 
fail on the 30th of July. The feafon was already too far 
advanced for an expedition of this nature, when the fleet 
orieinally failed from England; and to this delay, added 
to Siat which it afterwards experienced at Bofton^ may be 
vrincipaHy attributed that misfortune which proved its de- 
ftniAion. 

The fleet anchored in Gafpee bay, at the entratxx of 
the fiver St. Lawrence, on the 1 8th of Auguft . On the 20th, 
the wind becoming fair, the fleet turned out of the bay, 
§n& c^ the following day got into the. river. They had 
flow to encounter one of thofe fogs fo;, common in that- 
cKmate, The navigation of this river was, at that time, 
litde known, and its currents, as weB as other natural 
impe4imi:ntS9 ftill iefs underftood even by the beft pilots, 
fo that ^e can the Iefs wonder at the dreadful misfortune 
which befel the fleet on the night of the 231! t, ei^ht 

tranfports 

- - ^ - r ^ ~ -1 - -- , 

* All the fiitps of war did not fal from En^hmd with fir Hovenden ; 
thi 'Wtadfor, of fixtyj^ns; the Cbcft«r and Leopard, of fifty; the 
Soterproe and Sapphire, of for^; and the Feverfiuua, of thirtyfix, 
havxQSJoined him on the coaft of America. 

f lAe following extrafl from firHovendeh*s joamal, relative to t^ 
ciffdinfiancet which immediately preceded this calamity, will tend 
■luch to explain the ctale of ii« . < : 

" Auguft' fi3^ Canada RiveK 

** I confidered, that fince there were no foundings by which we could 
kkfn any jtrd^snEht bf oor diftaote from, dt appt oidh towards the JRiore,, 
»i|d the f^g Ming fo very thick as riot to afford as the Icall gUmpft^ by 

which 
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traniborts being c^ft away, and near nine hundred foldicrs 
jperilhing with them, notwithftanding the utmoft exertions 

which wc could perceive Ac looming of ihc ljmd» I thought the4>ilois 
advice was very proper. They concluded, as well as myfelf, that we 
Ihould lay our heads to the Southward, as the heft way to keep the 
mid channel and drive dear off the north fliore, the wiqd being bc*» 
twccn the £.S.E. and£. by N. which, fcy the advantajje of two pointi, 
weft variation, in *U likelihood would jnafkc «ir drift at Icaft S» W 
for both ihores being rocky, it would be of ve^y 4angerous confp* 
- quence to the whole fleet to be too near either. l%eccupon I or- 
dered the ilgnal, at eight o'clock, to bring-lo with mvg lacboud 
tacks, laying our heads >to the fouthward under a.iiuxea luul amq. 
. cop*fail. 

** About two hours and a half afterwardsguft as I was going tobe^ 
the captain xrame to tell me he faw land, which he concluded to he 
the Couth (hore, from ail the circumftances of our Jaft fight of it, 
and the drift we muft needs have made, with our iheads to the ibutk- 
^ ward. uThereupon I ordered him 4q make the Ggnal for ihe fleet to 
wear and bris^-tooa t^ other tack, which figual the captain acooid* 
in^y made. 

" It happened that captain Goddard, of lieutenant-general Sey- 
>mour's regimem, was at that time on boaid the £dgar, upon the quareor 
deck. Seeing the iea break -to leeward as the fiiip bore away, and 
apprehending much danger, he came down to me in great haile, and 
was very importuBate that I (hould come upon deok mylelf, tor he 
(aid he faw breakers all round, and concluded us to be in greatidanger; 
^ut being a land captain, and depending upon the judgment of -captaia 
Paddon, who gave me, no fuch notice, I had little regard to what he 
faid, believing it to be the refult only Of his fear that might make hiqi 
fee danger where there was none : however he came down a fecond 
time* defiring me, for the Lord'« fake, to come upon ^eck ^nylelf, or 
we (hould certaiiiiv be ioil, for he faw breakers all round .us^ upon 
-this his repeated importunity, and hearing a more than ordinary noife 
and hurry upon deck, I put^n my gown and fUppers; and coming upon 
*deck, found what he told me to be true, and all the people /under a 
mighty conilernation, and iu great confufion. I called lor the French 
pilot, but It was fome time before he 'Came to me, not being then 
upon deck; in the interim, looking very carefully to leeward, I 
thought 1 faw no land under our lee bow, for the (hip broaching-to, 
brought the breakers iinder thv lee quarter* I called out as loud 
as I could to quiet thcHnem, tbat X faw no land to leeward, the moon 
juft then breaking out, and ihe fog clearingjip. When the pilot came 
Ike told me it was the north ihore, which was what ws lead expelled : 
2 tbeo-otdered all the Tail to be made that we cuuld carry, and ftuod 
ooflT from the ihore into the mid channel. During this hurly-burly 
captain- Faddon had ordered an anchor to be got clear, which* before 
1 could forbid it, was let go, fo that I direfiei the cable to becut, 
nod gft ofT from the ihore. 
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'Were made to fave the people, which, indeed^ web f& 
fuccefsful as to rcfcue five hundred who would otherwil^ 
have been included in this ever-to-be -lamented difafter. 

After 

I .- » — ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ' '^ ;• — -^-^ 

** About twd this morning it fell dead calm. At fetcn I mad« 
the fignal to wear and fiand away upon the bihcr fack to the north fliore. 
The ficuicnant of the Swiftfurc came on board, to tell me they had 
• fccn foiir Ihlps aihore laft night, which majr be Conduded loft. I ihca 
ordered captain Coolc, and the two tenders ^iiK him, into the {hor6, 
to fave and gel off all the men that had cfcaped dro'Vning; viBualling 
them till farther order, I made the (igfial tor explain Ro^ife, and ferit 
him one of the French pilcJts, which I had on bbard, to find out 
a birth near the wrecks wh(?re the fleet could anchor. While ftanding iil 
to the north fhorc with all the fleet, one Mr. Alexander, Matter oftlfc 
•Ch^ham tranfport, that was Ioft„ came 09*10 tell xHt, there were 
«ight fl)ip$ Wrcck'd, and near a ihdufahd inen drCTwncd, of which he 
.gave me the particolars. On the asth, having flood all night to the 
fouthward, at olie thh morning, it blowing frcfli,! made the fignal to 
wear and fland on the other tack to the north fliore;' and becamfc I 
could not anchor with the fleet hereabouts, I had thoughts of gpirig 
to the Sept Iflcs, but could not hear of any one of the pilots that would 
Undertake to carry us thither; and I was verjj tin wining to return to 
Gafpee, as being too far out of the river. While I revolved tliefd mat. 
tcrsin my mind, dcfigning to ctfnfuh the general abouithem, captain 
•Harrifon's adjutant came to fne, from hrm. I t6ld Kirfi I was juft 
going to wait upon the generil, and accordingly went on boafrd the 
Windfor. Talking with the general concerning the pfefent junc- 
ture of affairs, he thought it abfolutely neceflar)' to have at council of 
war called, for confulting as to the proper meafures to be taken, in 
confcquenceof thelatedifader. ', ,o , . 

«« He had got all the coloneh together, and dcfircd the captarns of 
the men of war might be confulied alfo, to which Iconfented, and or«» 
dered the fignals to be made for the captains to come on board the Wind- 
for. I alfo ordered all the pilots to come, for every body being diffatlsfied 
Vit'h the diflicultics of getting up the river, it was thought niiceflary 
firft to be perfeaiy informed of that matter; and fince the late calamity 
1 believed I could not rcfufe to confult the c^tains as propofed, for 
had I proceeded without their concurrence, and a fecond difafler en- 
fucd, 1 ftiould then have been left wirhont any manner pf excufe. 

'* AH the cotonels being aflembk d, I defired the captains of the me « 
of war to give their opinions concerning the prefeni junBure of affairs, 
and our farther proceeding up the river. Some of them feemed much 
diflatisfied that they had not been confulted before they left Bofton, 
aHedeinff that then had been the time. I did not offer to them my 
Tcafons for not having done fo, but intimated that I thought I had 
obfcrved my'own inftruaions, and if 1 had t'ranfgrefled them TBiourd 
be anfwcrable for that clfewhere, that at this trmc it was nbt'thfr 
qoeftion in debite. F*told them, that fince the urifortanate calamity 
we had met with in the lofs of fo many fliipsand foldicrs, I ha*€aHed 
^ Mi thea 
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After this tnisfortune noth^og remained to be .done but 
to colled Aich ibips as had efcaped deftru<&ionj,'and pre-« 
vent a repetition of it, by getting off To dangero^fi'a coaft 
as expeditioufly as poflible. He accordingly repaired to 
Spanifli River, where it was at firft debated, wnether it 
would riot be advifeable to attacjc Pl^^ehtia :.l)ut to this 
the very advanced feafon of the year tecame ari obje£lion ; 
' ^nd on an examination of the provlfions, it wgs foun^, 
^ what were left would not be more than fufficient to carjy 

• the (hips back to England with their creWs redtjced Jo 
ihort allowance for the whole tiin^. All, therefore, that 
could be done was to aiftribute a part of *h1s lliips and 
tro6ps to the'feveral ftations and garriforis whfcre a fein-t , 

. jlicna together, to tnow whcftcr they thought it prafticabJc to gct,t* 

¥iicbec with the men of war Sfld tranfports, and with*thefcpil<^ts, 
he pilots fhemfdlve* being called in.f^veraliy, and^aeflSbrtecf apoa 
their undertakine to carry up the fleets it appeared' ihaf Dbne^ire 
fufiiciendy qi»alined for that purpofe* ^bich fooicof.tbe cqitaijnftid 
was not at iois time iiew> being wedl k^own to them j>eforfti^e l^ft 
] Bofton. 

*• But, to cut fhort all debates and difputes, I propofed the following 
oueftipn to the captains, whether they thought it pratticabfc to get up to 
' Vi^ebec or 'not ? They unanimoufiy cWe to this refodutio^ viz. That 
in confequence oCthe ignorance of tb< piGotSt as alfb the uncertsiity «id 
rapidity of the currents, it was wholly- inijpra£licBb4e to go 4p. the river 
of St. Laureace, with th« men of war ^rq tranfports, as £ir as^uebeCf 
as by fatal experience was already found.*' 

As a proof of the little crrcumfpeQion ufed at honre in planning tliis^- 

' expedition, and the fmall atteniion paid to its fuccefs: by the Nlw 

. XngUnders, for whofe fole benefit aifd advantage it was contrived»>re 

fhall beg to conclude this extra6led account of the misfortune] ^wiUi a 

paragraph from Hr Hovenden's letter to Mr. Burchet after the mis&- 

tune. v.; • -. -^ 

*' A French pilot I had on board, who -fiad been, forty vbyagei^in 
that river, and eighteen in command, told ms, that wlieiievier >t Jiap« 
^ pcned to be fQggy> fo as not to fee the land, no man cotdd ever be 
«ble to judge the currents, or {leer by any courfe ; that he fai^ifelf lud 
loft two fhips, and was once caQ away upon the north fh'ore, when lie 
. thought himfclf near the fouth. He fairf the currents vrere fo uncer- 
tain, that when people might believe themfelves upon theiforth^mey 
would find themfelves on the fouth (hore, and fo on the C0!ntrfr7;:a8 
we by difmal experience found. By all this, it appears thatchings 
have been wonderfully mifreprefented by thofc who have pretended to 
pcrfuade us, in Great Britain, that fLects might fail up the river to 
Qaebec; and this plainly demonftrates, that the people of 6oflpn 
knew nothing of what they propofed, ^hen tbty laidfcbemei JRftr Ach 

* an ixpeditionr^' 

I forcement. 
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^forcementt or. a naval force was deemed, neceflaryit and 
repair to Enj^and with the reft. His return w^s, cer- 
tainly, the moft profperous part of the voyage, bavinj; 
met with nothing that coold retard it, or add to thofe 

' misfortunes he had already encountered. The miferable 
remains of this formidable equipment arrived fafe at St. 
Helen's on the 9th of Oftober. 

Sir Hoyenden's ill fortune, however, ended not here^ 
for, on the 15th of the fame month, the Edgar, of feventy 
guns, the fhip on board which he had hoided his flag, blew 
\xp at Spithead: fcveral hundred perfons unhappily loft 

. their lives; .and the admiral, independant of a coniiderable 
private property, all thofe public papers, journals, and 
records, which might afterwards, to the confudon of his 
enemies, have uhqueftionably proved his innocence and 
integrity. Notwithftanding his ill fuccefs, he had 
thCf happinefs to be very gracioufly received by the 
queen, wb>>knew well how to difcriminate between mif- 

: fortune and mifmanagement, and poflefled a mind too 
noble to be poifoned by the malicious infinuatiohs of thofe 
whofe private purpofes it might anfwer to cenfure, and 
condemn hini. 

i It is very evident that adminiftration did not by any 
ineans think him culpable, for early in the following 
^ring we find him appointed to command a fquadron, 
^eftined for the Weft Indies, confifting of three (hips of 

. the line and four frigates. Having hoifted his flag on 
(board the Monmouth, he failed from St. Helen's on the 

vaSth' of April ; and, without meeting with any thing re- 
markable on his paflage, arrived at Anti^a on the 25th 
4k June. Here he was joined by the Diamond and £x- 

;. jieriment frigates;, who had taken many prizes* He pro- 
ceeded from thence to Jamaica, where he arrived on the 
<th of July. No French armament being in that part of 

; the world, the detail of an enterprize cannot be expefted, 

[ .:as Jie had neither troops nor inftru£Uons to attempt any 
dking by land. The time of his fervice paiTed on without 

. any material encounter, though Caflard, a French 
commodore, arrived out with a fquadron of eieht l^iips of 
war, feventeen or eighteen fmall veflels, and a land force 

, of five thoufand men, and did much' mifchief - both at 

i.^«vis and 2^. Chriftopher's. They attempted Antigua, 

ani 
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fed were repulfed, A proda^hajtioi^^^ 
mmt for a deflation of arms, fir Hoyendcn f&fx^yii oy* 
dSW^tb return tp Eogl^ifii: comj^hri rig 'with ^hichV'lif 
aff fyed in tti^^ dowtis' on t lip a6th' 6t JV^ay i^ 1 3, ^ ' ' * 
5^'fiej- this timdficliad ni)'appoiritnieiit# But this was not 
aB'j" ori tfie actcfUon of CS&rgje the Firft^ by a procedure. 
t5t^l!y unprecedented, unwarranted^ illegal and tyrah^iilaL 
tilt' ^adtnlni ft ration of that' tiirie,.'the adnfiiralty Soard', of. 
whibh,-^blu(h Vailour,tibnour and integrity, while hi^hatn^^ 
is^^6cited, — Rulfd, earl o^ Orford, was at that time firft 
cbifimirtioncr^, took upon them io arraign hJs condiift on 
tfitf Canadian expedition, ' iBut becaufe the fair front of. 
tfiith p'revented any attack, or even fuggeftion againfl his ' 
mflftary condufl, his enemies were conferit to change their 
attack, and demand^ pereraptoriTy, accounts that were^de- 
(fi-oj^ed with his ihipj and tiieanly fuggdft a£n extravagant 
ei^bnditure, bucaufe accident had deprivied him of an op- 
portlanity of rcfulihg their charge* ' tJncondemned, (oi pof * 
iiiVitti^auon was ever made a^t6 his guilt ;*unti:ie^,be€abfe 
lt'\^asi^ei4\a)^s^ Impoltibie to addude any properly founded 
charge agaln^him^ he e^difred all the difgrace, m the pu* 
nifhmjrit attacl>ed to Intainy, peculatioft, cowardice. Tho 
tijsitVtent he endurecf may afford this leflbft tdfutdreages^ 
thit nefftier gatlanfry, irreproachable character, and thgt 
fpecies of misfortune, which on other occaifions excites 
p\^ krtd ebrnpaflfdn, are fuffipeht to fhield a djsvotcd 
Viaim fVoiii the rage of politiidal oppreffion *. 
; "'. ^ Ini 

^f Jl,f,4i|«ri^vea us %htt lo2 lowing remark, and hbnonnible accodoe of 
liJ9i7 4^th;uUi(;« ti6 doubr, in extry particular; excq>t that.jie tany^ 
t>rql]|a^ty, bo milbikisn in the date, aai to the tiflbf hefaw Itia on tiM» 

/• The ^^Ik of the admiral. In the mean time, wa* very hard: I 
mCcVer be|ird|.or could (Sm)* that any. thiqg was laid to his charge, ai 
cootributi/)|t to tb^ miflfov'tui^ei or ^e leaft blame laid on hiixofidti^. 
Yet, after the mlfcarriage, itiany loud and invidioiif elamouffi^yteM • 
ra^et) i^gener»l, wiithoitf defoenciing to particulars, aeaiuft him^. ' Jfi^ 
ha$i^(he.^tni^fortune toincu^ th^ difpleaface of fomeboc^, and not oill^ ' 
Was^ (after another voyage to tht Weft Indies, of which I ihall giv^'ia 
account below) ^riick cfut of'the lift of admirals, but oa^of: the hi/tfu 
pay.lijil tQQ. T^re meiy have beeii £onne circuinfia&ees ilinkiiefi^'^ 
tnej.h^t.^ay haye'occafioned his difgrace; hut- upon s view of > t|diaf 
^HiiftUVftitP t»»y;knowtedge> I haVe not been able to ^ihcar thinkitisr 
Wnfi hardly ufcd,' efpeciallytfince (ifljmiftakriiQtio ille^ycif tT^t) 

Vox.. If. Qg Ibid 
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In the cafe of* fir .Walter Raleigh Tt has ever bccii^. 
urged, that the injury done him confifted ,in executing, 
him, hot becaufe he was ini)6ceots biit becaufe th« ne^r 
cpmmiflion granted to him purgea ^e^y^ofierice He had 
been guilty of. Ruflfet, the ^fl|^;VRutfel, would. hay|t 
been among the foremoft to have promulgcd this doSrine 
ih any inftance where he himfelf was not the caufe of tht 
tyranny. . By a parity of reasoning fer Hovenden's ap- 
pointment to this Weft India command, pofterior to the 
Canadian expedition, entirely acG|[uitted himi in a-ftrift 
and legal fenle, of any error he might be afterwards fup- 
pofed to have committed during that period. Neverthe- 
lefs, without undergoing that trial which every man,i 
evea whofe guilt is of the mod glaring and atrocious* kind, 
has a natural and undoubted right to claim, he was not 
j)nly deprived of his rank in the fervice but alfo of his 
lialf pay : the poot fubfiftence granted by a mumficeni na- 
tion, to preferve from want, the old age of an officer who 
had fpent his beft blood, moft certainly his b^ft days, in 
its fervicC*. 

With the trifling patrimony be inherited from his. 
, anceftorS, encreafed by his owft care and abftetnioufnefs, 
he retired to Ireland, where he it f aid i0 faave &&i about 
the year 1725. 

WATSON, or WATTDN,Petfer; -^ There is, pro- 
bably, moreconfufion about this gentleman than any qjhef ' 

I fc^dan opportttoitv of being acquainted with him, in Hamburgh and 
Hanover, and foond him agentlemsir^f tetterspgood under&andin^ 
fcldy wit, and agrecahle conver£tfion,.and withal the- mdft abAehmnit 
m^a living, fori never faw, or heard, that be draok any thing. but 
water, or cat. any tbinji |>ut vegetable^. I hope he then partook joff bit 
ro^al mafter*s bounty ; the miniftry, at lead, Teemed to look on him 
wi|h a hvownM^ tye ; and 1 was an-eye^wiinei^ that hi« royal highqeft, 
th« prince iqfWaic^, when, \ippn a certain opc^fion, we were both (9 
happy to be an honr.or more together in hi9 prefefipe, gave him » very 
gr^potfs leception.^' 

f^ liil (hould in after ages be aikcd, whatt Waa the crime of tht# 
man 2 the only point tba* can be addaiced to his chaise is, that h^ wat 
thQ friend of Henry $t, John, vifcount Bolingbroke. The only fub* 
fiance of a chai^ that atucfaes in the fmalleit degree to htm is, thai 
he.appcarttohave a&ed rather too much from himCelf, without ton- 
fulling thofe who, although tbey were fubordinate tp him in command, 
were, prpbabljf, capable of adyifing him; yet tiyi v«ry cirpipMMnct 
(he i>f ture(l of bit caepaea tool^ ap notice qfi 
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wfo^^ ^yex Cciyed^j^ the navy. Jle ip TOf\fpxiQT\ed by 
two or three different names, and al mai^y.|)eri^d5.^^ 
officially -given oC.bis /2ntxaj|>Ge,ji^to/thQ ^^v^l fervice* 
We have ^Ire^idy in(ert.ed^ai? accpujjtr.o.f a JP^ter Wotton^ 
whom wis b'oneftly tcli^ve fcuhave t>een the; r^mepprfpn ai 
the pxejeot^of w,hoip we ai[p to^ endeavour to fay fometJik^Qg 
ferrfier.. In. fcjme offici^aLpap^rs be ia Jaid to ^ve ,takei3^ 
Boft firpOTj the^jijQ; of J\ugq(J |fi^i^^bii^.the,ijaisie of 'th^ 
ilyjp is Ji^t, javen..,.?lii? j|fft intoxnpLatton jyq h^v^ ^^^f^, 
bend,upp|5L.is, thiuhe.ifas appointed^.jjpgijMnder of iJi^l 
X^flj:, pt.fixteen gun^^' o^^.the I7tb/^f jiil^y..-^^ He 
CPliffnj^.. louring t^^^ an |th^, ipj^*> J>^W9ft 

'^£^ Me ,43i;.|hole leiff^ ^I^ef^t Qapr^e .^jbkejjtp ^o^^^ 
voy the unfortunate Smyrna fleet. T)uririg the wbplje p^ 
that which followed he was employed in the fame iBip as a 
cruifer in the Channel, a fervice in which he met with 
much fuccefs, having take^ feveral valuable prizes. In 
the year 1695 he was promoted to fome (hip of the line, 
but neither its name, nor the fervice in which it wa» 
employed, appear. He did not long retain this command : 
the fhip was difmantled at the time of the peace; and he 
received no other commiflion till after the acceflion of 
4ueen Anne : he was then appointed captain of the Saint 
George of ninety-fix guns, the fhip on boa^d which fir 
Stafford Fairborne carried his flag, during the Cadis. 
e:i(pedition, as rear-admiral of the white. Not long after 
the return of the fleet into port, being infirm, he retired 
altogether from the fervice, on a penfion of fix fbilHngs 
ai^d nine-pence a day. This he continued to enjoy tU 
the time of his death, in the year 1717- 

WJNN, or WYNN, Robert,— the defcendant of an 
ancient Welch family, was appointed commander of the 
Cadiz Merchant firefhip on the 17th of February 1692. 
In the following year he was promoted to the St. Martin's 
Prize, a frigate of twenty-four guns, flationed to be under 
the immediate order of the lord lieutenant of Ireland for 
the time being. No notice is taken of him after this time 
till the acceffion of cjueen Anne, except that for fome 
fliorf period during the war he commanded a fhip of the 
line. In 1702 he was made captain of the Swiftfure, of 

♦ See page 59. 

G 2 fcvcnty 
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Rvttity^'n$, one tf the ftfps fiht, nhiet fir O; Ri^B*^ 
jon the Cadiz cxpcditidn. 

In the following year he accompanied fir Cloudfeflcy 
Shovel on his expedition to the Mediterranean ; and, \h 
r704, ftill continuing to cowraiand the Swiftfiirc, heftiled, 
iinder the command of fir George Rboke, for, the fame 
fts^tion. During this fealbn he ^Inently diftingui&ed 
/'filmfelf at the Janack of Gibraltar,, and the Uattle off, 
M^aga whichrTucceeded it, having borne k very a^i^ 
and confpicuous Ijiare in both. His name never dcciir^ 
ring in the fervice after this tiole, we believe him to ha^ 
fitted it> atidi;^ii*ea into WaJ^s, his native cAbiitry, ftioh 
Iftcn^rds. He died there, but ii;i irhitt ^^ 64 i^ 
JpoW». 



* ' • 
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